Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



A MEMOIR 



ov 



S. S.PRENTISS 



EDITED BY HIS BROTHER 



. I 



NEW YORE: 
CHARLES SCRIBNER'S SONS, 

1800 



MOorttBC to Aet oTOMgrfw, to th« yaw IIU, by 
CHARLI8 BCRIBKSR. 
!■ lk«ClOTfc*li (MMorih* n.& DlilrietOearl. for thcSMlhtn DUtriel «t N«w T«t 



OOPTBIORT 1888, BT 
OHA&LBS 80RIBNEB*8 SON& 



new TONK. 



PREFACE TO NEW EDITION. 



Thb Memoir of S. 8. PventisB has been long ont 
of print It was first published nearly a quarter of 
a century ago, and had at the time a wide circulation. 
But when, a little later, the war for the Union came, 
it was at once debarred from the South and its sale 
soon ceased at the North. The name of S. S. 
Prentiss, however, remained as a brilliant tradition ; 
he became the subject of the popular lecturer, nota- 
bly of the eloquent ^ Blind Preacher," Mr. Milbuni ; 
and numberless articles and anecdotes respecting 
him continued to appear in the newspapers. More 
recently a new interest in him has been awakened, 
especially among the young men of the country. 
Letters have come even from such remote sections as 
Oregon, the Indian Territory, and Texas, full of 
enthusiasm about him and calling for a new edition 
of the Memoir. The publishers have accordingly 
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determined to re-issue the work. It is reprinted 
from the first edition of 1855, withont change. 
Some portions I wonld gladly have revised or re- 
written, and many pages might, perhaps, have been 
entirely omitted with advantage; but it has been 
deemed best, on the whole, to republish the work in 
its original form. 

Most of the questions that divided political parties 
in Mr. Prentiss^ day have long since become obso- 
lete ; issues of vastly greater pith and moment took 
their place, and are still absorbing the public mitid. 
But one question at least, which he often discussed' 
before the people, and upon which he lavished the 
utmost powers of his wonderful oratory, is among 
the most important and burning questions of our 
own day. It is a question that touches alike the 
national honor and the moral foundations of society. 
I refer to Repudiation. A history of my brotlier's 
manful, patriotic, and dauntless fight against this 
baleful doctrine and the demagogues who preached 
it, together with one of his great anti-repudiation 
speeches, would form an invaluable tract for tlie 
times. Unfortunately, none of his s|>eeches on the 
subject were reported ; but a pretty full account of 
Mississippi repudiation and of his course in relation 
to it, will be found in the twentieth chapter of this 
Memoir. 
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The picture of S. S. PrentisB drawn in the follow- 
ing pages, is true to the life ; and yet his old friends, 
who remember him in his palmy days, and were wont 
to hear him at the bar, on the stnmp, or in the hall of 
legislation, will all say that it gives only a very in- 
adequate impression of the man himself. There was 
a charm and fascination in his personal presence 
which can never be described. ^It was impossi- 
ble " (to use the words of the late Gov. J. J. Critten- 
den, of Kentucky, in a letter to me written shortly 
after Mr. Prentiss' death), *^it was impossible to 
know him without feeling for him admiration and 
love. His genius, so rich and rare; liis heart, so 
warm, generous, and magnanimous; and his man- 
ners, so graceful and so genial, could not fail to im- 
press these sentiments on all who approached him. 
Eloquence was part of his nature, and over his pri- 
vate conversations as well as his public speeches, it 
scattered its sparkling jewels with more than royal 
profusion." 

G. LP. 

New Tobx, Beptoaber 1, 1879. 
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Thb first plan of this Memoir contemplated no 
larger audienoe than the little circle of Mr. Pren- 
tiss' own family and kindred. It was hoped that 
the sharpness of their grief, cansed by his death, 
might be soothed by a few simple memorials of his 
life. Bnt the materials were soon fonnd to be ample 
for a biography ; and, encouraged by many friendly 
voices, I resolved to attempt it The task has proved 
far more serious than was anticipated. Bat it has 
been a most gratefnl labor; and were the result 
quite worthy of the theme, I should be well satisfied. 
Tlie fact that the work has been written in odd 
moments, stolen from an exacting profession, may 
serve to explain, and perhaps to palliate, some of 
its imperfections. 

In arranging the materials, my aim has been, at 
much as possible, to shape them into an autobio- 
graphy, lliis has led to tlie insertion of the speeches 
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into the body of the narrative. It has also led 
to what, I fear, may be regarded as an exces- 
sive nse of the domestic correspondence. If any 
one should think that some of the letters, whe- 
ther on the score of taste or value, might better 
have been omitted, I beg him to consider this point ; 
and, also, how hard it is in such a choice, not to be 
biased by mere personal feeling. During the first 
ten years of Mr. Prentiss' residence in the South 
West, this correspondence is almost the only record 
of him that remains. As it is, not a few of his 
most beautiful and characteristic letters are left 
out. 

It is proper to say, that in describing his election* 
eering campaigns in 1837-8, as also his speech at 
Portland in 1840, and that at Natchez in 1844, 
several distinct accounts— oral, written and printed—* 
have been condensed into one. This seemed better 
than to publish three or four separate notices of the 
same address. 

My best thanks are due, and are hereby most 
heartily tendered, to all who, in any way, have aided 
me in my fraternal task. Nothing could exceed tlie 
kindness with which my brother's old friends, in tlie 
North and South, have answered my inquiries, and 
given me the benefit of their reminiscences. To my 
brother-in-law, the Rev. Jonathan F. Steams, D.D.| 
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1 am under special obligations. Withoal his con- 
stant encouragement it is doubtful if the work 
would ever have been completed; that its imper* 
fections are not far more numerous, is chiefly owing 
to his critical taste. 

Should these unpretending volumes render the 
name of S. S. Prentiss dearer to his old friends, or 
make it honored amongst those who never knew hini| 
I shall be rewarded a hundredfold for all the paini 
they have cost me. 

ihm York, Aug, 3, 1805. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Bis PMwIagt, Bliih Mii Ohildhood— Bamoral of tbt Wu^Of to 

flnindfcthw Ltwto— ]>eTotloa to hto Molta«r, and miIj Tluto fbr iMdtof. 

Mt. 1-10. 180a-181& 

Thb sabject of the following memoir was descended 
from one of the oldest New England stocks. His paternal 
ancestor, Henry Prentice, came over from England and 
fettled as a "Planter/' in Cambridge, Mass., some time 
before 1640. He was a member of the first Chnrch in 
Cambridge, formed in 1636, and of which Rev. Thomas 
Hooker, who soon remoyed to Hartford, Conn., was the first 
pastor. His eldest daughter, Marj, married Deacon 
Nathaniel Hancock, great grandfather of John Hancock, 
the illnstrions President of the Continental Congress. Not 
a few of the most respectable families in Massachnsetts, 
New Hampshire, Maine and Vermont, trace back their 
origin to Henry Prentice, of Cambridge. 

ReT. Joshua Prentice, minister of Holliston, Mass., and 
great^andson of Henry, altered the spelling of the name 
to Prentiss, in order, probably, to distinguish it from other 
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branches of th^ same family ; an alteration, which seems to 
have been generally adopted by the descendants of Henry, 
of Cambridge.* 

Samael Prentiss, the grandfather of Seargent, was gn^ 
duated at Harvard University in 1T71, and after the birth 
of his eldest son William, removed to Gorham, Me., wher«i 
He resided until his death. 



Seargent Smith Prentiss was born at Portland, Maine, 
September 30, 1808. His father, William Prentiss, a 
highly respected and prosperous shipmaster, was a man of 
much energy and decision of character, of qnick intelligence, 
and strong domestic affections. His return from sea was 
always the signal for great family rejoicing ; a season, too, 
redolent of oranges, pine-apples, and other products of 
foreign climes, sweet to the taste, or pleasant to the eye. 

Few things contribute so much to give variety and animik 
tton to the household-life of a New England seaport as the 



*I am Indebted for Ui«m fMtf to TiU BUIory amd Om^mhgy ttf Hu PrmiUo€ 
9r FrmMm FfMoM^ In ^mo Engkmd^/irom lOl to 1808, imbllthed la Bottaii, 
1808, by 0. J. r. Binney. TIm work eontalnt mooh ewrlooa and Talnabto Infoma- 
tloD about tht family, bat Is not ft-eo from InaoouraolM ; a^. In itatlng that 
the Editor of thla Memoir was ** a Repreeentatlre to the MaMaohoeettt Leffialature, 
1848, tmok New Bedford." Mr. Blaney layi the name it an old one In England. 
In Rhynor'i Vaedera, rol. lU., |»age 780, mention In ande of Thomae Prentli, Anno 
I>omlnl 1818, An. 19, Ed. t. Also, John Prentys, Rector of WInterborn, Bradston, 
Attg. tt, 1418, and Prebendary of York, North Newbold. The first of the name In 
America was, probably, Valentine Prentice, who came orer with Elliot, the Apoitle 
to the Indians, In 1681, and settled In Roxbury, Mass. " He lived a godly Ufti, nod 
went through mnch aflllcUon by bodily Infirmity, and died learlng a good t^tt 
(savor) of godliness behind him.** Deaeon Henry Prentice, grandfather of Samuel, 
*■ owned the Fresh Pond property In Cambridge. A valuable document, written 
and slgnsd by him, InstlSctlng the first prayer meeting. Is In possession of R«v. 
Mr. Albre, of the Shepherd Orngregatlooal Ohurch. He was a t%U and very grave- 
Uoktng man, sat In the Deac >ns* seat In church, directly In ftont of the minister, 
and m cold weather he put on a green wooUen cap with a taseal oo the top, le 
keep his head warm, it being bald on top.** 



ORIGIN 01 HIS LAMENESS. 15 

sonstant coming and going of hnsbands, fathers, sons, and 
brothers, on their more or less distant voyages. The home 
of a sea-captain is marked by peculiar excitement and glad- 
ness during his visits, followed by nnusnal fears, anxiety, 
and loneliness while he is away. How differently affected 
are kis wife and children by the wintry blasts, by tidings of 
shipwrecks and storms at sea, by reports of pirates and 
naval captures, from those of the landsman. And when, 
after long and perilous voyages, he comes back in safety, 
with what eagerness do the children listen to his story. 
How they talk it over among themselves, and feast their 
young imaginations upon its wonders. 

Capt. Prentiss had not a few hair-breadth escapes to 
relate. He had encountered storms and hurricanes, had 
been repeatedly shipwrecked, chased by pirates, and boarded 
by a British man-of-war. Many of these things happened 
while Seargent was a boy, and all were among the familiar 
traditions of the fireside, repeated a hundred times by his 
mother during the long winter evenings. It was in these 
early days, no doubt, his memory became stored with those 
wild, ocean images which, in later years, he wrought into 
forms of such exceeding beauty and grandeur. 

While yet an infant, he was seized with a violent fever, 
which reduced him to the verge of death, deprived him for 
several years of the use of his limbs, and was the cause of 
the defect in one of them, from which he never recovered. 
For his partial recovery he was indebted to the unwearied 
care and devotion of his mother. Every day she was accus- 
tomed to spend an hour or two in rubbing and bathing hi^ 
torpid limbs ; this she continued to do, as far as her own 
infirm health would allow, year after year, until one by one 
they became strong enough to perform their appropriate 
functions : the ^ight leg alone refused to be entirely healed, 
^maining lame and feeble to the last. With this exception, 



16 MEMO'.R OF 8. S. PRENTISS. 

his physical development was perfect; that of an ancient 
wrestler could hardly ha?e been more so. 

Those who knew him in after years, will) perhaps, recol- 
lect his horror of cold water bathing. It had its origin ia 
infancy. After trying in vain all other appliances, his 
mother was advised to dip him every morning in cold 
water drawn directly from the well ; and this she did, 
except in winter, for several years. It proved effectual in 
hastening his restoration ; bnt he conld never after hear 
of a cold bath without shuddering. 

He did not forget the patient love that rescued him from 
the misfortune of growing up a helpless cripple. The filial 
piety, which will form a chief attraction of these pages, had 
in it a depth of tenderness and gratitude of which that love 
is the best and only solution. 

Seargent's parents were members of the congregation 
over which Rev. Edward Payson, then in the first glow and 
outburst of that apostolic zeal which, at length, consumed 
him, had been recently ordained minister. They were 
among the earliest of a great company who were indebted 
to his pious labora for their Christian hope ; he was 
endeared to them, therefore, not merely as a beloved teacher 
and friend, but as the father of their religious life. The 
impression made upon Seargent by this devoted man, was 
strong and abiding. Aside from the veneration he cherished 
for him as the one by whom he had been baptized, and who 
was regarded by his parents with an affection scarcely 'Hhis 
side idolatry/' he felt, doubtless the electric touch of that 
genius for which Dr. Payson was no less eminent than for hit 
seraphic piety. One fond of tracing the subtle influencct 
which shape and give tone to the development of the indi* 
vidnal mind, could easily believe that in this close contact of 
the embryo orator with the ardent and eloquent divine, lay 
,^he secret cause of not a little that he afterwards became 
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Ue erer retained an affectionate respect for the memory and 
virtnes of his early pastor, and often spoke of his peculiar 
talent for original, happy illustration, in terms of congenial 
admiration and delight.* 

Ue retained, too, through life an almost boyish attach- 
ment to hib native town. Casco Bay, upon which it lies, ho 
once called, in poetic phrase, " the fairest dimple on 
ocean's cheek." It is studded with pretty islands, some say 
one for each day in the year. No stranger who yisits 
Portland in the summer, or early autumn, can fail to 
admire the charming variety and beauty of its scenery. The 
sea-yiews, sweeping down the coast, or opening out upon 
the broad Atlantic, are singularly fine ; while the land- 
scapes, bounded far away in the distance by a magnificent 
prospect of the White Mountains, are not less attractive. 

During the war with Great Britain, Captain Prentiss 
removed to Gorham, a town distant some eight or nine miles 
from Portland. Like many others, he was driven into the 
country by the ruin which had fallen upon commerce. 
Portland was one of the leading shipping-ports in the 
Union ; the amount of its tonnage being less than that of 
only three or four others. The prostration of business 
caused by Mr. Jefferson's embargo policy, and then by 
actual hostilities with our great transatlantic customer, was 
complete. It is remembered to this day with terror by old 
merchants and shipmasters, some of whom, during forty 
years, have not been able to recover from its blighting 
reverses. So long as the lessons of the war of 1812 are 
kept in memory, the commercial temper of the country is 
D3t likely to be belligerent. 



• In a letter written Id 1848, he allodei to Dr. Payson ae **oiir old temfly pMtor 
ene of the moet. If not the moit, eloquent of the Amerloan diflnee, irhoM name fl 
Ttrerenced by all food men.*' 
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This remoTal to Oorham was fraught with the most import 
aut resalts, beiag one of those domestic changes which, app» 
rently trifling at the time, in the end prove to have beei 
tnming-points in the destiny both of parents and children. U 
gaye form and coloring to Seargent's whole sabfieqaent'life. 

Oorham was a pleasant farming town, especially distinr 
gnished for religions and edacatioual advantages. lu 
original settlers, a hardy, intelligent and pions race, were 
sprung of the genaine Pilgrim stock. Some of them still 
survived, full of anecdotes of the Revolutionary times, and 
of their early conflicts and adventures with the wild beasts 
and Indians, who, long after their coming, continued to haunt 
the forests of Oorham.* 

In this town lived SeargenVs maternal grandfather, 
Major Oeorge Lewis. Like most of the early settlers of 
Oorham, he was a native of Cape God, whence he had emi 
grated after the close of the Revolutionary War. His farm 
was situated at a little distance from Clement's Comer, on 
the old county road to Standish, at the point where it tarn# 
off towards Buxton. The house, erected by him in tht 
wilderness, three-quarters of a century ago, is yet standing, 
but untenanted, and ready to vanish away. 

Major Lewis was a roan of great weight and force of 
character, of excellent understanding, and noted for tbti 
earnestness of his religious and political convictions. One 
might have gone far before finding a truer specimen of the 
Puritan deacon, or of the old-fashioned Washingtoniao 
Federalist. Before emigrating to Maine, he had been out 
in the Revolutionary war, served as an officer in the battle 
of Bunker^Hill, and was deeply imbued with the patriotic 



* f or Mk tatoretiinf aeeoant of ttio MttUmoot tad early htotory of Gorhua. 
villi Aetchot of lu leadlof men, •«« Jadgt Pl«roo*t CtnUrM'ci PIteemrm 
rortUDd, 1885. 
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ipirit of the times. Ao aged aunt, recently deceased, 
used to depict, with much Tiyacitj, the scene of her 
father's setting oat to join the ProTincial army. All 
hands were busy in preparing for his departure ; bat it was 
a task of mingled fear and hope. The dread shadow of 
approaching war and revolation was resting upon every 
household in New England ; and many a wife's, mother's, 
daughter's or sister's heart already presaged the agony that 
was to come ! Neither mother nor daughter, on that night, 
gave slumber to her eyelids ; long before daybreak the 
retreating footsteps died upon the ear, and the house was 
left solitary and desolate. How different was the scene, 
when her father and his fellow-townsmen returned home 
with the laurels of Bunker Hill still fresh upon their brows. 
Among Major Lewis's intimate friends were his cousin, 
Hon. George Thacher,* of Biddeford ; General Peleg 
Wadsworth ; Judge Longfellow, of Gorham ; and the 
late Hon. Prentiss Mellen, Chief-Justice of Maine. When 
visited by these friends, the state of the country was an 
inyariable subject of discourse ; and they would often sit 
up till after midnight, absorbed in warm political discussions. 
Major Lewis, as has been intimated, was a strong Fede- 
ralist, of the school of Washington ; and, like many others 
of that school, " hated " Mr. Jeffierson " vnth perfed hatred,^ 
To his boyish intercourse with his grandfather is to be 

^ Mr. ThAoher died lo 18S4. He represented the Dietrtet of Maine In CongreM 
for aereral /eitrs, and was then appointed an Awoclate Jadfe of the Snpreme 
Coort of MaetaehuMtte. He continued on the Bench almost to the daj of his 
death. He was a man of superior ability, gifted with the keenest wit, and endeared 
to all who knew him by his fine sociMi qualities. While in Confress, he was chal- 
lenged to flght a duel. His reply has pasaeii into a proverb. It was to this alfccti 
v-that in matters of such gravity he always consulted his wife, then at home la 
Maine, and he should feel especially bound to do so In the present Instanoe. la 
th^ meanwhile, If the other party would chalk out a man of Just his sise, and 
shooting at It according to tlie rules of the duello, should hit It, he (Judge T.) woald 
aheertally admit that, bat^ hi stood In the ] lace of tho chalk-man, the ball wo'jK 
hare hit Mm too. 
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attributed much of the political spirit which marked Sear 
gent's mature years. Uardlj a pleasant day passed, during 
the latter part of the venerable man's life, in which h< 
failed to pay his daughter a visit. Seargent was a par 
ticular favorite with him, and, unconsciously, perhaps, was 
thus early imbibing principles and a habit of feeling iu 
reference to public affairs, which underwent no essential 
change to the day of his death. 

In this connection the name of his uncle, Hon. Lothrop 
Lewis, should not be omitted — a name still cherished by all 
who knew him with peculiar respect. For many years he 
was entrusted by his fellow-citizens with numerous important 
offices, and, but for his untimely decease, bid fair to reach 
the highest honors in the State. A man of eminent worth, 
mildness, and dignity of character — a model of public virtue 
— he was admirably fitted to inspire the young with just 
and honorable sentiments. Seargent was much in his family, 
and conceived for him the greatest regard and veneration. 

Capt. Prentiss' farm was about half a mile from Majcx 
Lewises, on the road to Standish. The old homestead, built 
on a gentle elevation, has a very pleasant outlook, while 
from a neighboring hill the eye rests on a landscape, or 
rather series of landscapes, of more than ordinary attraction. 

Owing to his lameness, which precluded walking for 
several years after the removal to Gorham, Seargent passed 
the greater portion of his boyhood in-doors, and under the 
immediate eye of his mother. He was emphatically the son 
•f fur right hand. The sufferings of his infancy, long oscil« 
lating between life and death,* and his still crippled state, 

• Wha« hit (kth«r wm abtent at tea, a ivMt iua« titter, whota nomoiy It ttUJ 
•iMrlsSad In th« family, dl«d ; but, hj tomo mtttake, the report reached hit father 
Cliat II wat Seargent. lie Immediately vrote to the mother, coofratalatlnf her 
that It bad pleated ProTldenee to tpare Carolioe, aod to Uke awaj the poM 
tripple, whote protpect for life teemed to hopelett. How Uttte do we knor frhei 
vo are mott Netted 1 
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woald of themselves have especially endeared him to her— ^ 
for what touches the maternal heart like a sick, nnfortunata 
thild ? — but he was endeared to her yet more by hia 
extreme beauty, sprightliness of mind, and affectionate 
disposition. Everybody was struck with his noble for^ 
head, fine eye, and frank, open countenance ; a countenance 
beaming, even in its dawn, with that intellectual fire which, 
in later years, was wont to shine with such lightning 
brightness. Everybody, too, noted his mental forwardness, 
and predicted that he would one day be heard of in the 
world. The tradition of him and his witty sayings is still 
fresh among the old neighbors and his playmates at school. 
But more than by his beauty, or his wit, was the little 
cripple endeared to his mother by his sweet disposition 
From the first, he was a tender-hearted, generous, loving 
boy ; singularly free from that selfish petulance and ill- 
nature which too often cast a shadow over the face of 
childhood ; and all these fine qualities crystallized, as it 
were, into devotion to his mother. Never was he so happy 
as when sitting by her side or nestling in her bosom. 
When, according to the good old Christian custom, she on 
Sabbath evening retired with the younger children to pray 
with and for them, he always insisted upon kneeling beside 
the same chair with his mother. What began in weakness 
and suffering, grew into a habit, a necessity, and 

•• A Joy tbr vrtr/* 

His in-door life afforded excellent opportunity for reading. 
There were few Puritan families of New England in which 
one might not meet, in whole or in part, the writings of 
John Newton, Baxter's SaxTil^s Resl, Bunyan's Holy Wo/r 
and PUgriaCs Progress^ Edwards On the Affections, Milton's 
Paradise Lost, Young's Night Thoughts, and similar works. 
The list woald hiive now to be greatly enlarged. In many 
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ft plaio, raral household, may be foand a select library of iht 
best poets, historians, essayists, and divines of England and 
America. The sons and daughters of the intelligent New 
England farmers are early initiated ioto the noblest litera- 
ture of their mother tongue. Before reaching his tenth 
year, Seargent was master of every book upon which ho 
could lay his hand. The Bible, in particular, he read and 
re-read, until his acquaiutance with its contents was aston- 
ishing. He would repeat large portions from memory. 
When no one else could *' find the text" on Sabbath evening, 
he was seldom appealed to in vain. Next to the Bible, hii 
greatest favorite was the FUgrim'i Progress. Over this 
matchless allegory he pored with unceasing delight ; he 
knew by heart every step which Christian travelled from 
the City of Destruction to the Celestial City. The 
»!opy used by him was full of pictures, of the Palace Beau- 
tiful, Vanity Fair, the Cave of Pope and Pagan, Giant 
Despair, Doubting Castle, and the Delectable Mountains ; 
vnd so deeply were the scenes, thus graphically depicted by 
l»en and pencil, engraven upon his fancy, that in after years 
Pilgrim's Progress, like the Bible, was to him a never- 
failing treasury of felicitous allusion and illustration. 

Thus passed away the first ten years of his life ; the 
season of budding to the intellect and the affections. No 
'<Rature of his mature character was wanting in that of hii 
tioyhood. Those who knew him, from the cradle to th« 
grave, recognized the same high-souled, genial, and aifbo* 
donate being at ten and at forty. 
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JHAPTER II, 

Iks INttrlot 8o!ioo1-boiiM— His fondneM for Onnnlngand TfaMng— T( to deeUsd 
llmt h« ihaA go to Oolleg^— Preparatory Stodiea at Ocrham Academy— Rtr. 
Reoben Naaon— Anecdotes of hts boytsh Wit and Oratory — Knters Bnwdota 
OoUege— Reminiscences of him at this period — Oradnates, and commences the 
Study of Law— Judge Pierce's Recollections of him— Letters l^om hto Friend 
▲ppletoo. 

«. 11—18. 1818—1827. 

At a little distance from Captain Prentiss*s farm stood, 
and still stands, the district school-house. It was thus 
described by his son, more than a quarter of a century 
later : — 

Behold yonder simple building near the cro!«ing of the village 
roads I It is of small and rude construction, but stands in a 
pleasant and quiet spot. A magnificent old elm S]>read8 its 
broad arms above, and seems to lean towards it, as a strong man 
bends to shelter and protect a child. A brook runs through the 
meaijow near, and, hard by, there is an orchard ; but the trees 
have suffered much, and bear no fruit except upon the most 
remote and inaccessible branches. From within its whIIs comes 
a bnsy hum, such as you may hear in a disturbed bee-hive. 
Now peep through yonder window, and jou will see a hundred 
pliildreii, with rosy cheek.s, mischievous eyes, and demure faoeS| 
hU engaged, or pretending to be engaged, in tlieir little lessons., 
ll is the public school — the free, the common school, — provided 
hylaw; open to all; claimed from the community as a right, 
sot accepted as a bounty. Here the children of the rich and 
poor, high and low, meet upon perfect eqaUity, and commence 
under the same auspices the race of life. Here the susteitance 



ii4 MEMOIR OF S. S. PRRXTISS. 

of the mind is served op to all alike, as Spartans served theif 
food upon the public table. Here yonng Ambition climbs its 
little ladder, and boyi8h Uenins plumes his half-fledged wings. 
From among these laughing children will go forth tlie men who 
are to control their age and country; the statesman, whos« 
wisdom is to guide the senate; the poet, who will take captive 
the hearts of the people, and bind them together with immortal 
song ; the philosopher, who, boldly seizing npon the elements 
themselves, will c«)mpel them to his wishes, and, through new 
oombinatiims of their primal laws, by some great discovery, 
revolutionize both art and science.* 

Until his eighth or ninth year Seargent continaed so 
lame that he could only walk by means of cratches ; a 
little carriap^e was, therefore, provided, and for several 
winters his elder brother was in the habit of drawing him to 
and from school. At length, he was able to move freely by 
the help of a single cane. No sooner was this the case 'than 
he conceived the greatest passion for roaming abroad in the 
fields and woods, — bot especially for gunning and fishing. 
The principal game, which he went iu quest of, were 
partridge, wild duck, grey squirrel, and wild pigeon. In 
the time of harvest, immense flocks of the latter would fly 
over the country, and thousands of them alight in the neigh- 
boring woods. It was the custom of his brother and himself, 
as soon as the wheat-fields were reaped, to raise two dead 
trees, and prepare beneath them a long bed of earth, 
covered with grain and tinctured with certain fragrant oils, 
which the pigeons were supposed to scent from afar. Hard 
by, a booth was built, in which they could conceal tbem* 
selves and await the coming of their prey. When a gocdly 
number bad alighted on the bed, a net was sprung upon them. 
Beargent's excitement was always irrepressible; the instaal 
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the string was palled, he could be seen, — there are some, 
who, in the mind's eye, see him even now — ^leaping from the 
lK>oth, and hurrying at the top of his speed to survey the 
haul. Sometimes, instead of a net, the old farm gun was 
resorted to, and, although it had a habit of ''kicking'' 
badly, haying dislocated his brother's shoulder, and repeat 
t-dly knocked him to the ground, he would never be per 
suaded to give up using it — even his attachment to hia 
mother was here at fault. 

But his greatest delight was in angling. Old Izaak 
Walton could hardly have excelled him in devotion to this 
" treacherous art," or in the skill with which he pursued it. 
There were two trout streams in the vicinity, whose names 
will recall many a happy day to some readers of this 
memoir, the Branch, and the Great Brook ; the latter, — 
including Jordan's Brook, — was Seargent's favorite resort. 
He pronounced it ''the most classic stream in North 
America." It took its rise in a forest, called the Haith, 
and, after winding through fields, woods, and pasture lands, 
for several miles, emptied itself into a neighbouring river. 
It was, indeed, a notable stream ; abounding in trout 
of unequalled flavor, and whose quick, dashing bite was 
the admiration of all true anglers. There were certain 
holes, often at unsightly points, and quite hidden from the 
eyes of tne uninitiated, which rarely failed to furnish a 
kingly victim. How well remembered are these favored 
spots I There was something almost mysterious about 
thoni ; they were never approached but on tiptoe, stealthily, 
and with eye half-averted ; or, if concealed amid the tangled 
brushwood, one must creep towards them on all fours ; and 
then with what an anxious glance and careful hand was the 
fatal lure let down into the water. There was hardly a 
foot cf the Great Brof^k which Seargent had not traversed 
again and again ; not a nook or bend with which Le was 

2 
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DOt familiar. When talking of it once, in Mississippi, h€ 
maintained that, even in the night, he conld find his way 
direct to the old holes, and, kneeling down, put his hand 
upon the identical hooks which had been caught and lost in 
them twenty years before. Many and many a long sum- 
mer's day did he spend in wandering slowly op and down 
the Great Brook ; and never, in after life, was the subject 
mentioned without reviving some of the pleasantest memo- 
ries of his youth. 

Captain Prentiss brought up his sons to working on the 
farm ; but, in consequence of his infirmity, Seargent was, in 
great measure, exempt. There were a few things, however, 
which he was able and accustomed to do ; such as, riding 
the horse to plough and harrow, dropping seed in planting- 
time, husking corn, weeding and bunching onions. He 
loved none of these employments, — but of the last he had a 
cordial detestation. The only relief he found in it was to 
get through his stint in season to go a-gunning, or 
fishing. He was utterly insensible to the dignity of 
labor. 

His parents now cast about to see what should be done 
with him, his lameness and his character alike warning 
them that he would never be a farmer. Conscious of his 
remarkable qualities, they felt a strong wish to give him a 
liberal education. But the family had become large, its 
expenses heavy, and the farm swallowed up well-nigh all 
the profits of the ocean. Capt. Prentiss had undertaken, 
like many before and since, to combine two things essen* 
tially incompatil)le — to cultivate at the same time the sea 
and the dry land. He thus gained for his children, health, 
plain habita, and the many other blessings incident to a 
country life ; but he lost money. The question, however, 
after remaining for a year or two in debate, was at length 
decided in ScargentV. favor. But^ in any case, he had 
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rosolTed upon going to college, often declaring to hit 
mother, that, if there were no other way, he would learn • 
shoemaker's trade, and work at the last, until the meauf 
were acquired of accomplishing his purpose. 

His preparatory studies were pnrsued at Oorham Aca* 
demy, distant some two and a half miles from the farm. In 
the winter he boarded at the village, but the rest of the 
year at-home, one of his brothers usually conveying him on 
horseback, and going to meet him on his return in the 
evening. How vividly does the writer recall those sum- 
mer rides. It seems but yesterday, as it were, that he 
took them ; and he can almost fancy his arms still clinging 
for support around that form of youthful genius, as they 
were wont to do thirty years ago. Every step, each turn 
and aspect of the road, every successive landscape ; the 
pleasant glimpses of Portland, in going ; the beautiful 
mountain-prospect, in returning ; all are engraven upon his 
memory as **iffilh the poini of a diamond!*' 

Gorham Academy was one of the foremost institutions 
of the kind in Maine. It was, at this time, under the 
charge of the Rev. Reuben Nason — a ripe scholar, an 
excellent preceptor, and a truly good man. Hundreds of 
his pupils, scattered all over the Republic, still live to 
cherish and revere his memory. There was much about 
him to remind one of the old English head-master, of whom 
we read in books. He had a similar predilection for clas* 
sical learning, the same pride and delight in a promising 
boy, a like intolerance of blockheads, and, occasionally, the 
same impatience and sharpness of temper. He has been 
known {kaud igrtota loquor) to flog a delinquent with the 
Bible, when no profaner weapon was at hand. He usually 
prayed with one eye, at least, wide open, on the look-out 
for transgressors ; and often was "Amen" followed instante 
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by the imperative ** Come up, sir I" aud the quick report 01 
birch, or ferule. But, for all that, he was a man of p^nnin^ 
kindness, and always had an encouraging, friendly word for 
those who were worthy of it. No one enjoyed more, or 
bad a keener appreciation, of a good joke, or a well-told 
story. Many are the traditions of the readiness and dry 
humor with which he would meet the pranks, sometimes 
played off upon him. On entering the Academy, one 
summer morning, he found the school all assembled, and his 
desk pre-occupied by a notorious doukey. Naught disturbed, 
he at once exclaimed, with a sarcastic laugh, — "Well, 
young gentlemen, I compliment you upon your taste. Tou 
have made an admirable selection. Set a donkey to teach 
donkeys !" The animal was never caught there again. 

While pursuing his academic studies, young Prentiss 
greatly enlarged his acquaintance with books. There was 
a respectable collection attached to the Institution, and 
several private libraries in the village, to which he had 
access. It was, probably, during this period that he became 
acquainted with the Arabian Nights EntertainmetUx, Don 
Quixoie, and other works of a similar description, for which 
he had a passionate fondness. He read with extraordinary 
rapidity, and whatever he read — whether history, bio- 
graphy, poetry, or romance — was iiieffaceably impressed 
upon his memory. Among other works which fell in his 
way at this time was Lempriere's Classical Dictumary, 
Many years afterwards, he spoke of the perfect delight with 
which, in the leisure school-hours, he read and re-read thiii 
book. He almost knew the whole of it by heart. Lein* 
priere, he used to say, was an invincible weapon for giving 
interest and effect to a stump speech ; when all other illns* 
trations were powerless, he never knew the shirt of 
Nessus, the Labors of Hercules, or the forge of Vulcan, to 
faU 
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He was noted at the academy for the same personal ano 
intellectaal qualities which distinc^uished him in after life. 
Anecdotes, illustrative of his wit and biting sarcasm, ai 
also of his physical dar'ng, are still rife among his old scool- 
fellows. 

On one occasion some dozen boys were called np and 
punished by the assistant, for a certain trick, whose author 
could not be detected. The next morning a sharp reproof 
in doggerel rhyme was posted about the village, of which a 
friend recalls the following : — 

** Mr. Blank, I mast oonfeM 
Ton h«Te well prored yoar IbolUhneM 
B7 whipping as poor fellowi so, 
To find out what we ildn*t know. 
No doubt jon rery oft hare read 
What God to Abraham once said. 
That for the righteousness of ten 
He'd save two cities, full of men. 
But you the contrawlse hare done 
And flogged a doien to punish one t** 

A lady, now resident in one of the Middle States, 
writes : — 

It was a rule at the Acailemy that each Btudent should onoe 
a week declaim a piece selected for the occasion. Seargeiit, 
then bat twelve or thirteen yeara old, had been for ponie time 
behindhand. Mr. Nason at length told him that he would take 
no excuse ; the declamation must bo made on the spot. Wiiere- 
upon the little fellow started out upon the rostrum, and deliv- 
ered a most ludicrous original poem, full of wit and humor, 
apologizing for his previous remissness. Mr. Nason who, as yoa 
know, was a very nervous man, was so convulsed with laniihter 
that he was obliged to hide his face in hi^ handkerchief, until the 
fun was over. But he first IiMiked round the school-room to see 
that everybody else was participating in his delight. How weU 
I recall the whole scene. 

I recoJect an inrident which occurred about this time, illus- 
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trative of his bold, impulsive nature. He was at our housa 
daring one of those terrible northeast snow-storms, which nona 
bat a New-£nglander can appreciate. Towards its dose he 
remarked to my mother, that upon a certain condition he would 
Jimip from the top of the house (it was a pretty high one), into a 
■now-bank towering in front of the window near which she sat 
newing. '^ Do so by all means I" she replied jestingly, at the 
■ame time protuising to partially comply with the condition; 
but she did not for an instant suppose him in earnest, and con- 
tinued her sewing. Presently, however, he disappeared from 
the room ; in a few minutes the window was suddenly darkened, 
and there lay Seargent buried in the huge snow-bank I My 
mother rushed out almost beside herself with fright, but he was 
unii^ured. 

On another occasion there was an immense spring fresheti 
which swept away most of the bridges in the town. A 
large crowd had collected near one of them to witness the 
catastrophe, Seargent among the rest. Already the body 
of the bridge was gone, leaving, however, a fragment, which 
projected far over the raging flood. Lost in the excitement 
of the scene, he crawled oat and perched himself upon this 
extreme verge. There he sat for some time, perfectly heed- 
less of his peril and of the remonstrances of the crowd. He 
had scarcely abandoned the spot, when the whole fell in 
with a crash, and in a moment was seen dashing furioasly 
down the current. 

For the following reminiscences of him during this period* 
the reader is indebted to his fellow townsman and classmate 
in college, Wm. T. Hilliard, Esq., of Bangor, Me. 

Tlie perusal of your letter tore asunder the veil that yean 
had woven, snd my childhood and youth, with all their varied 
associations, and the dear and cherished companions of the way, 
were once more spread out before me. In that young and 
loyoQS company 1 still see my early, and always, friend, 
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6. S. Prentiss. Our interconree commeDoed at Gk>rham Academy 
under the tnition of the venerable Mr. Nason. At this period, 
no one conld be with yonr brother, for any length of time, with* 
oat remarking a peculiar maturity of intellect. Once interest 
him, and, boy as h« was, easy and indifferent too, as he fre- 
qr.ently seemed, he wonld surprise you with his promptness and 
brilliancy, and perhaps make you angry by his sallies of caustio 
wit. He loved sport, and engaged with zest in all our amuse- 
ments; but, even when a<: play, his mind seemed at work, so to 
express it, on its own account. I do not mean to say that he 
was absent-minded ; but liis mind was thinking, active, philoso* 
phical. He had, at this early period, an inexhaustible fund of 
anecdote, and a most happy mode of telling a story, being 
peculiarly effective in his embeHishments. He was, at times, 
terribly sarcastic ; but he would cut and heal at one and the 
•ame moment. A better, more feeling, and generous heart 
never beat. Miscellaneous reading was his delight : he devoured 
history, fiction, biography, &c., with perfect avidity. I never 
knew one so young, who would read so rapidly, retain so 
thoroughly, or so readily reproduce, when occasion called. The 
languoffe he never reproduced, — ^it was the pith and sentiment 
which he had made his own property. A boy in his feeling! 
and habits, and a modest boy too, he could, in the company of 
men, as if by magic, become a man in all save stature and years. 
When no one was present but myself, or perhaps one or two 
other intimate friends, he would often suddenly start up, and 
with some flourish, and as if addressing a jury, or an audience, 
repeat passages from speeches and poems, not infrequently 
extemporizing withal.* He had a wonderful command of his 
mother-tongue, and always used the most apt and appropriate 
words to express the ideas he intended to convey. In reading 



* On TUIting, not long ilnee, an old Oorham neighbor, h« remarked, " Til 
Ibftt I heard the Artt stump ipeeeh Beargent ever made. It vae OTer jonder, 
Id your grandfather Lewii*i old orchard. It waa at an apple-gathering ; there 
vaa quite a company of nn, men and bojs, yonr father among the rett. Of 
s iudden, Beargent mounted a etump, prcTloue to the thaktng of a tree, ai.d 
•aid ho would addrera ua. We were all attention, of course, to hear what 
the little follow haa to offbr. He began thus,— 'My friends, joa most, la the 
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the dend langnages, which he did with miioh fluency, he nevet 
troubled himself about a literal trandatioD, but would read off 
a sentence in the original, and then clothe it in an ample, grace* 
ful, yet correct English drapery, seeming all the while, as if by 
intuition, to seize the intent and meaning of his author. Then 
was about him, withal, an atmosphere of easy and brilliant 
joyousness — I speuk now generally, because I never knew, tni 
probably there never was, a mind moulded like his but ha'I its 
dark and bitter hours, full of gloom and despondency. Thib was 
sometimes the case with him; but his strong common ecnse, 
and indomitable will, soou disperse the clouds. There was 
another trait of his character, as a boy, which I may have Unfed 
at before— I mean his coolness and self-possession. One oould 
scarcely find him unprepared fur a reply, prompt and to tlie 
purpose. 

In the autamn of 1824, at the age of fifteen, he entered 
Bowdoin College, then onder the presidency of the Res. 
Wm. Allen, D.D. From motives of economy, he joined tie 
juuio) class, having gone through the studies of the firwC 
and second years at the Academy ; a wretched practicv, 
which nothing but stem necessity can ever justify. H i 
always regretted it, as also that he went to College s; 
young. 

Professor Packard has kindly furnished the following 
interesting reminiscence : — 

I remember, with perfect distinctness, the ezamination of 
your brother for the junior standing. He was very youthful in 
his appearance, and feeling mooh sympathy with him on aocounl 



Ant piMt, let foor faMi like a SIdI towards the hmU of the tree.* He thee 
went on, m fatt at hli tongoi eoald more, for half an hoar, or more, Id § 
•peeeh which aitoclihed oi; I never heard a hoy talk at he did that afterw 
DOOB, hefont or thioe. Tour father was perfectly delighted.*' Hit ion, whe 
wat one of the Iwyt at the ap|rt«-ffathcrtnf, gave Uie tame account of the 
ipecch. 
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of Ills physical infirmity, as also on account of his yonth and the 
tevere examination required for one to enter two years in 
advance, I was disposed to he very gentle with him in my 
opening, lest he might become embarrassed. Bnt I fonnd, at 
the ontset, tliat he did not need any forbearance at the hands 
of Iiis examiners. With entire composure, and almost as if in a 
playfdl mood, with remarkable readiness, clearness, precision, 
and fhllnees, he passed the trial in languages, and in mathe- 
matics ; for in the condition of the Oollege, at that time, it fell 
to my lot to have a hand in both branches. The testimony of 
all the examiners to the high promise shown by that eiamina- 
tion, was full, and I cannot recall an instance of an examinaticm, 
which, considering the extent of it^-embracing a dozen separate 
authors and snbjects^has, dnring the many years of my concern 
in such scenes, been so successful and triumphant. That scene 
is so indelibly fixed on my memory, that, were I a painter, I 
oould give a drawing of the fixtures, and the persons, at the 
time in the apparatus-room of the Medical Oullege. Your 
brother^s colleginte course was a brilliant one, and I often said, 
that it was one of the few instances, in Oollege life, of decided 
indications of future success and eminence. He exhibited 
talents, which we used to think would ensure him all he might 
aspire after, in a Western or Southern career. His remarkable 
facility in debate, and his wit and humor, were manifested in 
College scenes. 

His letters home, written while in College, give few 
details respecting his studies ; bat they are replete with 
expressions of filial love, and also of the eager restlessness 
with which he was already looking forward to the battle of 
life. In the winter of 1825-6 both these feelings were 
greatly increased by the death of his father ; an event 
which made an indelible impression upon the whole hoos<y 
hold, and excited in Seargent a sentiment of filial and fra 
tcrnal responsibility, which waxed in strength and towW 
ae»9 to the day of his own death. 

2* 
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In reference to his college coarse, Mr. Hilliatd remarki 
in the commanication already cited : — 

Although the Oollege Government had a high estimate of hit 
al/ilities, his clASHmates, — who knew him intimately, and who 
generally are the most competent judges, — assigned him a muoh 
higher plaoe than his tutors. He felt no anxiety ahout his 
standing in his class, and made no extraordinary exertion in any 
particular branch of study. He excelled in metaphysical invei^ti- 
gations. I well remember when we were reading Butler^M 
Analogy^ which to most students is no play, hs seemed to give 
it about as mach time as an ordinary mind would spend on a 
book of travels or a novel ; but he made both the matter and the 
mode vf reasoniog completely his own. The fact is, everything 
he did was, or at least appeared to be, free from unnatural or 
violent effort. He never thrust himself forward, but when sum- 
moned, and the necessity was upon him, like a young Samson, 
he felt his strength, and failed not to make others feel it. As to 
his oratorical powers, which the event showed he possessed in 
such perfection, oollege is a poor place for their development. 
I can pow remember two or three instances, perhaps more, in 
the presence of some mx or eight of his classmates, when be 
gave indications of a fine embryo debater. 

Another classmate* writes : — 

Hy recollections of your brother, while at college, are still 
very distinct, and of *^he moi«t agreeable kind. His youthful 
faoe, with its briglit, sparkling expression; his irresistible 
humor; the manly spirit which he over exhibited; and his 
physical energy, even with the lameness under which he 
labored ; are, at this distant day, vividly before me. 

I believe I can truly say, that nearly all the shining qualities, 
both of mind and heart, which distinguished his brilliant career, 
w» •• exhibited at this early period of life. 



^ John T Oilman, M.D., PorUand. 
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Still ancther writes : — 

The presenoe of your beloved brother 9 still vivid: tht 
characteristic energy of his mieD, his familiar manners, oonvet<- 
wtiunal enthasiasm, uniform flow of spirits, wonderful fluency 
of speech, exoberant fancy of diction, sparkling wit, saroaBtio 
retort, as well as humorous repartee, are stereotyped in the 
memory ; but the wear and tear of life has obliterated nearly all 
particular inddents and details. The only little spot yet green 
in our classic Olympiad is your brother's connection with a 
small dub of kindred spirits. It was formed in our Junior year, 
and consisted of six classmates, never more, never less: we were 
brother Peucinians, and tliat was an additional bond of union. 
Our first object was, improvement in extemporaneous speaking ; 
we wanted something more frequent, and more familiar, too, 
than the opportunities presented by the college societies. We 
had no constitution, no officers, no by-laws 1 We met regularly 
in each other^s rooms; the occupant was the presiding ofllcer of 
the evening: he aligned a subject for present discussion, and 
literary exercises for the subsequent meeting. 

The only law that we had was, that every member, nolem 
volentj should take part in the debate. As the topic was not 
made known till the moment for discussion, there was, of course, 
no opportunity for preparation. In this respect our foren:do 
exerdse was strictly ex tempore^ and not like many, now so 
called, conned by midnight lamp and delivered m&mariter. The 
stimulus, in the absence of fines and penalties, was a cigar, which 
the officer, as loeo^ was expected to provide. 

The names of those who compO}<e<l our little coterie, were as 
follows: William Appleton, the brother of Mrs. President 
E'leroe, early cut off by death from a life ol promise,* — ^Leonard 



* WlUimm Appleton wm my brotb«r*i " ohum ** daring his iMt year In oelleff*, 
Mid one of hto mott intimate and beloved friends. He aecompanted him home ta 
■pend the Taeation preceding Commencement, and charmed the whoU hoiuehold 
•• well MS neighboring fkmiUe*, by his gentlemanly bearing and quiet, echolar-Ukc 
teatea^ lilt name, tor many yean, waa eloeely aiooeiated with that of my brotheri 



J 
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Apthorp, of Boston, one of the best scholars and writen of tlii 
class of 1826; his contributions to the Boston Galaxy (now 
Courier) were well known; especially his Miserisi of a Country 
Sehoolfiuuter^ — Isaac McLellan, of Boston, the poet, — William 
Paine, Esq., present Marshal of Maine, — and your brother, who 
witjk the writer, made the complement. For want of a name 
sufficiently significant of the forensic and social character of thia 
little baud, we had to manufacture. None but a claftdc ou« 
Would do, thereftire, a Greek termination was added to a Saxon 
root, and ^novrepoi (Spouteroi) was adopted. 

We had other exercises in our weekly meetings ; I well recol« 
lect a burlesque composition your brother introduced on one 
riccasion, descriptive of the explosion of a torpedo. The usual 
monotony of college life liad been disturbed by an incident of 
this kind, to the great excitement of the Faculty, and the per- 
sonal danger of some officers and students. The circumstances 
of time and place were detailed with much minuteness, — the 
state of the college halls, — the hour, that noon of night when 
thought mounts her zenith with the starsi — the relative position 
of tiie heavenly luminaries,— the ominous forebodings of the 
celestial signs were portrayed in a grandiloquent style, — the 
very elements were described as hushed in consternation ; the 
heavens were hung in black in anticipation of the tUnoHmeni of 
the trage<ly ; the stars, as if conscious of the plot, watched the 
progress of the fearful catastrophe, and ever and anoc wore 



with whom Im kept op an iffecUonato eorreBpondeno« Qotil hli Uiiiented deathf 
which oeoarred, I think, at Olnolnnatl in 1880, at the Age of twentj*two. 

Hit tether, the Rer. Jetee Appleton, D.D., teeond Preeldent of Bowdoln Oellefe, 
waa one of the moot profound rellgloaj thtnkere of hie day. Hti ethloal and 
theolofloal wrltlnge ezhlhit more of the peculiar iplrlt and method of Blehop 
Butler than, perhape, thoee of any other American dlrlne. 

The lady, whoee letter hae already been quoted, wrltet :— 

"I nerer knew a fi^e, at the age of ierenteen, that expreeeed lueh Intellectual 
power and beauty as Beargent'e. It waa the perfect mirror of a bright, Rowing 
and reraatlle mind. No one could eee It without reading In CTery fee Are the 
•Igna of genlna, I recollect hla being at our Tillage church with h'a fflend, young 
Appleton, when a lady,8ittlnf betide m«, called my attention to them, and obeerTud 
that, the had nerer teen twi tuch remarkably inteilectual-looklig young men* 
* Surely,* tald the, * they are deattncd to pUy tome ttriking part on the ttagc ef 
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Men, here and tliere, peeping oat from behind the clouds lo 
witness the consainmatioR and be Mn at the death I^ 

Id his connection with this Olnb, your brothers fine intelleo* 
tool and sociil qualities appeared in all their force and beantj.* 

Immediately npoo leaving college, he commenced th€ 
study of Law, in the office of Hon. Josiah Pierce, of Oor- 
ham, DOW Judge of Probate ; a gentleman, whose many 
noble qualities of head and heart won from him a strong and 
lasting regard. 

Judge Pierce has furnished the following reminiscences : 

When I first Icnew your gifted brother, he was a young boy, 
attending the Academy in Gorhara. I had no particular 
acquaintance with him at that time; I used occasionally to yisit 
the school, and was struck with his appearance, and manner of 
redtiug his lessons ; he was sprightly, and evinced that his per- 
ceptive faculties were unusually quick and discriminating. I had 
known and highly esteemed his parents ; and, therefore, felt an 
nterest in their son. For a short period, previous to his ente^ 
ing college, Seargent and myself boarded in the same family. 
I then found him sportive, mirthful, ready and sharp at retortn, 
fall of good humor and kind feelingH, possessing an exuberant 
imaginstion, and vivid perception of the ludicrous. His irony 
was polished and keen, but never malevolent. 

While an undergraduate of Kowdoin Oollege, I had few oppor- 
tunities of seeing him, or of knowing mach about his acquire- 
ments. He graduated on the first Wednesday of September, 
1826, at the age of seventeen, and on the 20tL of the -same 
month, entered my office as a student of Law. He also boarded 
in my family. Mrs. P. and myself soon became much attached 
to him, and that attachment never, afterwards, suffered any 
diminution. Though several years my junior, we lived as equal?, 
and felt as brothers. He speedily proved himself a delightftil 
companion, possessed of warmth and punty of feelings, and 
deeply sympathizing in the weal and woes of others. As an 

* CharlM Lord, b^., of PoilUnd. 
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instance of the latter, I wonld state, that soon afler Seargent 
became a member of oar family, Mrs. Pieroe had a sister die m 
oar village. T was absent from town during her sickness. Toar 
brother then showed himself to be a friend to the afflicted. n« 
did all that the nearest relative conld have done on the sad oooap 
sion ; he participated in oar sorrows, and his attention and sen* 
Tices to Mrs. P. and the mourning family of her sister, were 
onremitting, and were performed in the most kind and delicate 
manner. Those services and that sympathy we ever held, and 
still hold, in gratefnl remembrance. 

While he resided with me, his habits were unexceptionable. 
He u.'^ially passed his evenings at the house, and mingled with 
zest iu all our little family parties and social gatherings; he 
would read aload, and was fond of playing chess, also draughts, 
or checkers. 

While living with us, he oocasionally went a gunning — ^but 
more frequently a fishing to our rivers and small streami*. He 
was a frequent and successful trout-catcher, and sometimes 
boasted of being a true disciple of old Izaak Walfbn. There was 
one brook, that contained many trouts ; it had been one of the 
favorite haunts of his boyhood. To that stream he often 
resorted. 

Your brother had quite a taste for natural beauties, and 
delighted on fine afternoons in autumn to ramble in the wood - 
lands, or climb high hills, and in vivid language express the 
pleasure he derived from viewing the beautiful rolling country, 
and the rich and highly colored foliage of our October forests. 
He interested himself in plants and flowers, and we have yet, 
flourishing in our garden in Gorhatn, a wild rose bush that bears 
deep green, polished leave$>, which he took from the forest, and 
planted near our windows with his own hand. It is a beautiful 
memorial, with which we should be ^ery unwilling to part. 

lie was fond of poetry, and wllle with us, wrote several 
atones in rhyme ; he made, too, quite a collection of old balladi 
and uncouth verses, written bj unlearned men on occ&sions of 
fires, shipwrecks and other accidents. In my office, he rea4 
law studiously in the former part of the day, but in tlie after 
noon perused other works. The writings of Walter Scott, Wash 
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Ington Irviog, Cooper, and Bjiod, afforded him much ainoe** 
ment and pleasant instracdon. His favorite author was Shak- 
Sfiere, and I think a week never passed without hia pernsing 
more or lesa of the prodnctions of the great dramatist. He re?id 
with wonderful rapidity, and seemed to gather, by intuition, the 
prominent facta and incidents of every book he looked through. 
He passed over a book so quickly, and at the same time so 
nnderntandingly, that a fellow pupil once observed : ^* Pr&ntim 
readi two pagea at the mum (mim, .ond tottA Ait right eye^ and ih$ 
other wUh hie Uft^^ 

He quickly made himself master of the common office busi* 
ness ; and I soon perceived that he posseisaed the qualificationa 
required for eminence as an advocate. His memory was aston- 
ishingly tenacious, his imagination warm and prolific; he 
reasoned with great accuracy and logical force, while his power 
of illustration seemed ezhaustless. He was generous and high- 
minded, despising all meanness, and loved to satirise folly, an^ 
ridicule affectation. 

When he left Maine for the West, he hoped to better his fo^ 
tunes, and acquire fiAme in his profession ; at that time, I think, he 
had little ambition for political life. To him it was painfull to 
leave his home for a distant land, and yet there was in it some- 
thing romantic, which suited his disposition. He had confidence 
in his own success, and thonght, that in a few years, he should 
return to New England with a competency of property, and a 
well-established reputation as a lawyer. 

His part of the correspondence with his classmate Apple- 
ton, is missing. Bnt the following extracts from his friend's 
letters to him, while he was in the office of Judge Pierce, 
will, in some degree, supply its place. 

WILLIAM APPLBTON TO 8. 8. PRENTISS. 

▲mntr, M. H., r^tumairy 98, ISIT. 



Ht Dear Chum: 

I am very much obliged to you for your laal 
letter, but was a good deal amused at the moralizing tone which 
was preserved through the whole of it, as I had always cob* 
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Bidored yon, of all my acqnalDtance, the one uiOi^t ealcnlated U 
ei^oy life. Pardon me for saying that I think it ratlier foolisL 
for a ]>er8on whose prospects for the fntnre are as bright u 
yours (and I really think that you have a better right to enter- 
tain high expectations than almost any of your du^smates), to 
rail at the world and perii.it a few scurvy blne-devild to taka 
away the comfort of your existence. The world is good enough 
for any of its inhabitants; at any rate we have no reason to 
expect an Expurgata edition of it, compared and revised, and as 
we cannot iiope that it will change iis organization to adapt 
itsflf to our wishes, we had better try to make the necessary 
change in ourselves, tliat we may fall in with it. Yon talk a 
Tood deal about the complying easiness of my disposition. I 
consider it as one of the greatest raisfortnnes of my life, that I 
have gone to extreme8 in that respect. I have never scolded 
about the W(»rld much, because I unfortunately have alwayi 
found, on the slightest examination, that much the greatest num- 
ber of my troubles I am to thank myself for, and I have not 
possessed energy and perseverance enough to remove the causes. 
But our cases are materially different. I have a right to be low- 
spirited if I will. But you have no possible reason for beiog so ; 
leaving college and entering on the study of a profession, as you 
did, with a high reputation both for talents and scholarship, and 
with a fluency of speech wliioh is almost enough in itself to 
ensure one success at the bar. 

The Court of Oommon Pleas has been sitting in this town 
for the last week, but has been enlivened by no interesting trial. 
The bar of this county contains no very brilliant orators, and 
there is scarcely ever a plea worth hearing even in the Superior 
Court, except those of the Attorney-General (Mr. Sullivan). I 
am still engaged in wallowing in the deep mire of old Coke's 
Commentary, and ahall, I assure you, be really r^oiced when 1 
flniih it. There is nnqueitionably a good deal of valuable law 
kn ,wledge contained in it, but it requires the patience of Job to 
extricate it trom tiie ouaint saru In which it is arrayed. Toa 
have before this, I suppose, read tlirougu half the elementary 
works ; but I find that I am obliged to read very slowly to effecl 
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inythiag, and after all find myself most junentably ignorant of 
what I Lave been reading. 

I have some expectation of a visit from T^— next week. I 
had a letter from him a short time since, and was surprised at tha 
common-sense manner in which it was written. He nays that 
he has discarded Lurd Byron and phrenology *Mn toto/' and 
gives Tom Paine to the devil, who, he doabts not^ has lung ere 
ithis boiled iiim down to the consistency of calves'-l'oot jelly. 
He says that he *^has determined to be a minister, and shall begin 
the study on leaving coUege.^^ He mentions hearing from you 
not long before he wrote. He has been teaching school. I am 
in daily expectation of a letter from McLellan, although he ia 
very litUe to be calculated upon, from his carelessness about 
writing. He still unites the professions of law and poetry. As 
tlie stage has just arrived, I beg you will excuse me one moment 
while I run to the post office to see if any letters have arrived. 
[Five minutes after.] — ^Not a line nor a syllable from any of my 
friends, not even a newspaper to coaMole me in some measure 
for the disappointment ; so I will proceed with my letter. 

I had a letter from Hilliard the next day after I received 
yours, although the dates of the letters differed more than a 
week. The delay of yours was owing to your not directing it 
^ via Boston,^' as did Hilliard. I wish that you would do so in 
future, as I want to get your letters as soon as possible. Hil- 
liard mentioned that he expected a visit from Farrar. Remem- 
ber me very particularly to him if you see him. Tour description 
of our jovial times while in college, thrilled through my very 
heart-strings. As our friend Ossian very well observes, 'Hhe 
memory of joys that are past are pleasant and mournful to the 
ioul." 

1 wish I knew the line which rhymes to 

** T«i, tlMj were iMppj dajt bnt they are fled.** 

and I would give yon as pretty a little quotation off-hand as yoq 
have seen for some time. I have grown most extravagantly 
sentimental lateh*, to qualify myself to talk to our girls, whosi 
conversation is divided between sentiment and scandal ; so yoi 
most not laugh if I do sometimes quote poetry just by way of 
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keopkg ny hand in. The topios of con\ creation among th% 
GorhaiD belles are not, I hope, so limited. Tell Hilliard that I 
shall answer his letter very soon. Hy respects to your family 
and all my other friends. 

Ever yonrs affeotionatelyi 

Wk. Applitov. 

Write as soon as yon oan possibly with oonvenience. Remem* 
ber me to Capt. R.^s cigar-box. 



FBOM THB BAMS TO THB SAME. 

^ _ L0HiMH9BUT,N.H.,JrayS,18ir. 

WILL, OhuM^ 

I will again endeavor to hammer ont my smal 
Ideas to cover three pages of letter paper. I received yoar 
epistle, by due coarse of mail, with the pleasure that I always 
feel in hearing from you. Since writing to you I have cut 
Blackstone and the law, and am now a sober, plodding peda- 
gogue. My stipend is, of course, increased with the time that I 
spend in instruction. Thirty dollars per month for teaching 
scholars what I never knew myself; next term I shall have 
thirty-five dollars. I had some thoughts of accepting an ofTer of 
a school in Baltimore, which would bring roe in something like 
six or seven hundred dollars a-yoar, but concluded that my age, 
and other reasons, would make my present situation preferable. 
In case I had accepted, I should have been obliged to take 
the superintendence of a large and, for aught I know, a turbu- 
lent school. 

** I am very sorry that you are so much disposed to submit to 
the dominion of the blue-devils, and I know of no reason for 
your giving up yourself to their tyranny. With regard to y^nr 
•oheme of a Western expedition, I know of no reason why it 
should not succeed, f you feel disposed to settle so far from your 
friends. That consideration would, I should think, have consi- 
derable weight yfitik you — it certainly would with tne. I hope 
yon have given up all idea of going off, howevor. Talents and 
ferseverance will sucooed anywhere; and Maine, if we mi^ 
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Judge by the nombera of professional men that emigrate tliere, 
proBentB a fair field for exertion. If I shoald ever je ad*nitted 
to the bar, I thick I shall nail op my shingle in some back town, 
where there are good mill privileges, and trust to Providence 
for an influx of clients and business. I shall pursue my present 
occupation at least two years, I think, as I have no desire tc 
become a lawyer until I have arrived at the legal age of disore- 
tion. 

^'I suppose Hilliard is still at Warren; I am expecting a letter 
from him every day. Do you know whether Lord has returned 
home? I directed a letter for him tr> New York some tdiiio 
since, which was, however, I fear, too late. I had a letter from 
T— — a short time since, in which he inquires after you. Ho will 
return to Brunswick next term, to take his degree. He tells me 
yery soberly that he is engaged to ^' an excellent girl in N— •* 
I shall write him a letter of congratulation on the event and, also, 
on tlie common-sense style that characterizes his letter. This 
excellent girl, whose name I don't know, will, I hope, sober him 
down into an every-day sort of man. If some strange and fool- 
ish traits in his character were smoothed down a little, he has 
talents enough to enable him to make quite a figure in the 
world. 

John Cleveland is keeping school within twenty miles of me, 
at Andover. 

Time creeps with me very much, about these days. I have 
no acquaintances to visit, and no books to read out of school 
hours. If it were not for Sir Walter Raleigh's di<>covery, I 
should have a most miserable time; but I find tobacco-smoke an 
infallible specific against blue-devils, as well as the mosquitoes. 
1 wish, f.hum, you could contrive some means of visiting here. 

The I receptor whom I assist, is a very pleasant and sociable 
iTiAn. His family is about the only one that I visit. This is 
very dull for me — to whom existence, without intercourse of 
friends to enliven it, was always a burden. Study occupies some 
of my leisure time; but you know, by experience, how hard it 
is to bend one's mind down to study after spending six hours to 
tliat oonfuser of ideas, a public school. I am obliged to stud} 
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Roino, however, as there are several scholars in Greek, and ] 
never possessed a tolerable kntiwledge of the language, and long 
ago forgot what little I ever knew. My Latin, I find, holds by 
me better ; so that I can about always explain a hard sentence 
to an inquiring scholar. There are two or three scholars in Geo- 
metry and Nat. Phil.; and, that I might not show my ignorance, 
I rattled off so aboat angles, and sides, and the attraction of gra- 
vitation, and Sir Isaac Newton and the apple, and solids, and 
flnids, and convergent and divergent rays, that, I verily believe, 
the fellows thought me a sort cif prodigy ; when, in truth, if a 
person who knew anything about the matter, had been present, 
he would have laughed in my face. I, as well as the soholarsi 
am impatiently expecting the vacation, which commences in a 
day or two, and lasts three weeks. So your next letter, if 
written within two or three weeks, must be directed to 
Amherst. 

I shall send you a catalogue of this academy — not that I have 
the slightest idea that you care anything about it, but in order 
to dispose of one, out of twenty which the boys have handed to 
me. Yon will light some cigars with it, and when you use tho 
third page for that purpose, let tender recollections come 
athwart your mind of your absent friend. 

I will however, bore you no longer. Remember me to all my 
friends in your quarter. My respects to your mother and 
family. 

Your affectionate Quondam, 

Applron. 



TBOM THE SAMS TO THE 8AMB. 

LoaDOHDBUlT, /UfM 9S, IMT 

DxAB Chum: — 

While I was writing those two words the oou 
founded bell of the academy tolled a death-note to the ho|)es 1 
had of writing to you by this moming^s mail ; but I will try If 
I can prepare a letter in readiness for the next. I oontinuo ti 



FBOPHBCT OF THE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLAR CASE. 4ft 

ioie OD in my osnal torpid state— « state which a oaoipaign ir 
•ohool-keeping will prodaoe in any one; I am now so aocnstomed 
to it that it does not make me, as at firxt, p«»siiiTely miserablei 
and, I am sare, it can never make me more than negatively 
happy. 

I doubt not that yon will succeed well in the Western States; 
indeed, I think the chance of success so much greater there than 
in New England, that, if it were not for one or two reasons, I 
should almost be tempted to accompany you. 

I heard from our friend T«^ yesterday. He has entered col- 
lege again, and appears to be as much as ever dissatisfied with 
things about him. He said he should write you soon ; confirms 
what he formerly wrote me about his engagement: and says ho 
shall commence the study of divinity immediately uptm leaving 
college, with one of the Episcopalian bishops I I am sorry to 
hear, by a letter from Lord, tliat his ft»rnier complaints have, of 
late, somewhat disturbed him ; he says, if they increase, he shall, 
probably, cross the Atlantic. What a grand thing tliis money is, 
chum I as you will ezperienoe when you gain your hundred- 
thonsand-dollar case, purely by the force of your eloquence, 
with neither law nor reason on your side. You still, I sappose, 
find your cigar a never-failing refuge in your troubles. I don*t 
know how I should be able to support exbtence without some 
such comforter — not that it gives me any positive pleasure to 
smoke, but it deadens the acuteness of my feelings whenever 
anything happens to trouble me. 

Ton have, by this time, become quite a proficient in legal lore, 
I imagine. I left the study before I had gone any further than 
the rudiments, and the very little that I learned I have for- 
gotten. I shall not recommence the study if I can continue in 
my present situation, or obtain another as eligible, for a year at 
least ; at the end of that time I hope to be more able to pene- 
trate its mysteries. 

A very large proportion of oir class are studying law, I 
should tliink. I shall have an opportunity of seeing their 
success before I attempt the practice. Bob 8 is in Andover 
Institution I He must make a most dignified appearance among 
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the blaok-bearded, long- whiskered stnclents of diTinity, whiiM 
age averages at least twenty- five yean. Oleaveland is stadying 
law in Andover; and Jonas we pedagogaes rank in our fracer* 
nity. I know not how it is, bat I feel a great interest in all my 
olass-mates, though there were but two or three that^ while in 
ooUege, I ever cared a copper about, or who, I have reason to 
think, held me at that valne. If I could meet any member of 
the Spouterui, I should feel in the seventh heaven. 

flodge Pierce alludes to his fondness for the writings of 
Sir Walter Scott. Large portions of Scott's poetry he 
early committed to memory. The introduction to Canto III. 
of Marmion^ was a great favorite with him. A portion of 
it deserves to be quoted, as the lines, by some subtle link 
of association, became indissolubly connected with his recol- 
lections of New England, and the home of his boyhood* 
Those who heard him recite them, many years afterwards, 
cannot have forgotten the subdued and gentle spirit in 
which he did it. As by an enchanter's wand, they seemed 
to unifteal the mystic fountain of memory, ami the waUr$ 
gushed C'ui, 

Bnt Mj, my Enklne, hut thoo weighed 
That eeeret power bj all obeyed, 
Which werpt not leti the paesire mind, 
Ita louree concealed or undefined ; 
Whether an (mpolae, that hat Mrth 
Boon at the Infant wakes on earth, 
One with our feelingi and oar powers, 
And rather part of as than oars ; 
Or whether fltlier termed the swij 
Of habitf formed in early day? 
Howe*er derlred, its force confest 
Rules with despotic sway the breaal, 
And drags us on by Ttewless chain. 
While taste and reason plead In Tal«. 
Look east, and ask the Belgian whj» 
Ileneath BataTla*s sultry sky, 
He seeks not, eager to Inhale, 
The fireshness of the mountain galt» 
Cbotent to rear his whitened wall 
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BMld« Um dank and doll canal f 

H« *U Mj from joolh be lovad to ■•• 

Tho white eail gliding by the tree. 

Or iee yon weather-beaten hind. 

Whose iluggish herde before him wliid« 

Whnee tattered plaid and ragged cheek 

UU northern dime and kindred speak ; 

Throogh England's laughing meads he |0M^ 

And England's wealth around him llowa; 

Ask, if it would content him well. 

At ease io these gay plains to dwell, 

Where hedgerows spread a rerdant sorMl| 

And spires and forests interrene. 

And the neat cottage peeps between ? 
Mo, not tor these will he exchange 

His dark Lochaber's boundless range ; 

Nor for fair Devon's meads forsake 

BenneTis grey and Garry's lake. 
Thus while 1 ape the measure wild 

or tales thai charmed me yel a child. 
Rode though they be, stUl with the ehtai^ 
Return the thoughts of early time ; 
And feelings, roused in life's first day. 
Glow in the line, and prompt the lay. 
Then rise those crags, that mouotain towi^ 
Which charmed my fancy's wakening ! 
Though no broad rirer swept along 
To claim, perchance, heroic song ; 
Though sighed no groves In summer galt^ 
To prompt of lore a softer tale ; 
Though scarce a puny streamlet's spee4 
Claimed homage Arom a shepherd's re94 
Tet was poetic Impulse given, 
By the green hiU and clear blue heaven 
It was a barren scene, and wild. 
Where naked clllb were rudely piled: 
But ever and anon between 
lAy velvet tufts of loveliest green ; 
And well the lonely Infant knew 
itecesees where the wall-flower grew. 
And honey-suckle loved to crawl 
Up the low crag and mined wall. 
I deemed such nooks the sweetest sha^ 
The sun In all his round surveyed ; 
And stIU I thought that shattered tow«f 
The mightiest work of human power; 
And marvelled, as the aged hind 
With some strange tale bewitched my 
Of Ibrayers, who, with headlong force, 
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Down from that strength hsd ipuiTed lb fir 

llieir southern repine to renvir, 

f er In the distant Oherlot's blue. 

And home returning filled the hall 

With rerel, wassail-rout, and brawl. 

Methought that still with trump and elacg 

The gate-way's broken arches rang; 

Methought grim features, seamed with scan^ 

Glared through the window's rustj bars. 

And erer, by the winter hearth. 

Old tales I heard of woe or mirth. 

Of loTers' sleights, and ladles* charms, 

Of witches* spells, of warriors* arms; 

Of patriot battles, won of old 

By Wa'Jace Wight and Bruce the bold; 

Of later fields of fend and fight. 

When pouring from their highland helghtt 

The Scottish elans, In headlong sway, 

Had swept the scarlet ranks away. 

While stretched at length upon the floor, 

Again I fought each combat o*er, 

Pebbles and shells. In order laid, 

The mimic ranks of war displayed; 

And onward still the Scottish lion bore. 

And still the scattered Southron fled beforv^ 

Still, with Tain fondness, could I trace, 
Anew, each kind familiar face. 
That brightened at our evening fire : 
From the thatched mansion** grey-haired 
Wise without learning, plain and good. 
And sprung of Scotland's gentler blood; 
Whoee eye In age, quick, clear, and keea, 
Khowed what In youth Its glanee had bees | 
Whoee doom discording neighbors sought, 
Content with equity unbought ; 
To him the TeneraMe priest, 
Our fk^uent and familiar guest, 
Whose life and manners well could paUil 
Alike the student and the saint : 
Alas t whose speech too oft I broke 
With gambol rode and timeless Joke : 
War I was wayward, bold, and ulld, 
A sdf-willed imp, a grandaroe*s ohlM| 
BkI, half a plague and half a Jeet, 
Wm tUn endured, beloTed, 
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CHAPTER III. 

■dfratloD of Idaeated Toang Men firom New EagUuid— Maine Tventj-ire Teaif 
•go— He determines to go Weat— Hie letting oat— Hia Letten Home, deacrlbing 
hie Joarnej to Cincinnati, and thence to Natchca— Notice of hia Uoele, B«? 
James Lewla-Obtalns a situation as Teacher. 

i£T. 18-19. 1827. 

A PERSON who had never examined the sabject, woald be 
surprised at the nambcr of educated young men of New 
England, who annually go forth to seek their fortunes in 
other parts of the land. Sons of Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, and 
Maine, fill no small portion of the offices of trust and 
honor throughout the ne^r sections of the Union ; they 
are also found occupying the highest positions in neigh- 
boring States, and in the middle and southern mem- 
bers of the Old Thirteen. It was stated, several years ago, 
that thirty Representatives, in the Lower House of Con- 
gress, were natives of Connecticut, althongh Connecticut 
was, at that time, entitled to but two or three members ; 
and this instance is, probably, no unfair specimen of the 
general fact. 

Fronting the old world— the home of modem civilization ; 
trained in habits of free. Christian thonght ; deeply imbued, 
too, with the spirit of virtuous intelligence and mental pro- 
gress. New England must, for ages, continue to be a chief 
8b«»t of American culture. From this hive of States and 

Statesmen, young men of superior talent, education, and 

8 
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practical energy, will still swarm to near and Gistant partr 
of the Republic — to Nebraska, Kansas, and Minnesota ; to 
New Mexico, Oregon, Washington, and California — there 
to win the prizes of wealth, honor, and renown. 

Maine, a quarter of a centnrj ago, held ont small attrac- 
tions to talent and enterprise in any of the great spheres 
of intellectual life. The professions were crowded to excess. 
Large numbers, therefore, of the young men, who had 
received a liberal education, emigrated to other parts of the 
country, especially to the West and Southwest ; some with 
a view of returning in a few years ; but the most for the 
purpose of seeking a permanent home. The West and 
Southwest then seemed a hundred times further off than 
they do now ; indeed, so rapidly have railroads, steamboats, 
and telegraphs, brought the most distant parts of the Con- 
tinent into neighborly contact, that California and Oregon 
liow appear nearer to Maine than Ohio and Mississippi did 
twenty-five years ago. 

Before leaving College, young Prentiss had formed a 
plan of going to the New States ; but no specific point of 
settlement was fixed upon, nor was he decided, on starting, 
whether he should remain, or return, after a few yearb. and 
make his home in his native State. 

How well I remember the scene of his bidding us adieu, 
and going forth in quest of fortune 1 It was a beautiful 
afternoon, in the last month of summer ; the wagon and Old 
Gray were at the door ; a huge trunk, filled with a two 
years' outfit, and many a token of maternal and sisterly 
affection, was in its place ; amid numerous tears, the fare- 
well embrace was given ; then, climbing quickly to his seal^ 
his manly countenance bright with hope, and followed by 
devout benedictiohs, he rode away towards Portland. I 
was just old enough to feel the romance of the scene, 
without appreciating its import ; and, were I to live h 
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thoasand years, the pleasing, straDge emotilas of that hoar 
would not be forgotten. Indeed, if I were now to witness 
one quietly departing for the moon, it could hardly appear 
%o wonderful as his setting out for the Far West then 
seemed to me. 

He proceeded to Boston the same night, and remained 
there, visiting a class-mate, and other friends, nearly a 
week. Unfortunately, his letter from Boston is lost. Of 
his journey from thence to Cincinnati, the following letteni 
give his own description : — 

TO HIS MOTHER. 

Vmw ToiK Onr, Anguai 9, 18i7« 
Mt Dear Mother: 

I sit down thi.4 evening to write to yon, as I 
promised yon I would open my arrival in New York. You 
have, probably, before this time, received the letter I wrote you 
from Bi>5ton. I went to Mr. F.'s the same day it was dated--^ 
stayed there that night, and also the next day. I was very macb 
pleased with them. Mr. F. appeared like an old acquaintance, 
though I never saw him before. I shall always remember their 
kind attention and hospitality. I lefb Boston yesterday morning 
at three oVlock, in the stage for Providence ; arrived at P— 
at ten in the forenoon; went immediately <m board the steamboat 
for this city, and arrived here at six this morning. The distance 
from Boston to Providence is forty-two miles, and from Provi- 
dence to New York something like two hundred and forty, — so 
that in little more than twenty-six hours I came almost three 
hundred miles. Yesterday morning I was in Boston, — this 
jnoming in New York. From Providence, on board the steam- 
boat, it WHS very beautiful ; Long Is^land being continually in sight 
on one side, and the shores of Rhode Island, Connecticut, and 
New York, upon tlie oiher. For about fifteen miles before arriv- 
ing in the city, the scenery^-especially upon the mainland sid^-* 
is superior to anything I had ever imagined. It s^^med like one 
▼ast garden ; and the eye could hardly be kept at rest upon any 
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Bingle objeotr— even for a moment— so many others were ooiiti» 
aally oourtiug the view. I could count, and distinctly see, from 
the boat, more than a hundred beautiful oour try-seats — large and 
elegant, and situated in the midst of lozuriant groves. These 
superb seats pleased me much more than the city itself— though 
tlie vastness of that astonished me. The view of it, however, 
on entering the harbor, is very much injured by its low situa- 
tioii, as you can see but a small portion of it at once. The City 
Hall is the most elegant building I have ever seen, — f&c superior 
to anything in Boston : and the Battery is a delightful place for 
a walk. I am now at the American Hotel, in Broadway — ^the 
most fashionable street in the city. At dinner to-day we had 
plenty of fruit, peaches, musk-melons, water-melons, ^c. I wish 
I could send some of them to the children. 

I have concluded not to go to Paterson, but shall leave the 
city to-morrow morning for Albany. I shall make no stay, I 
believe now, except to see the Falls of Niagara, as I am very 
anxious to get to the end of my journey, and to know whether 
or not T shall be able to do anything. 

I called this forenoon upon Mr. Fessenden,** — the gentleman to 
whom Mn. Pierce gave me a letter of introduction. I found him 
very polite and affable. I sat and talked with him about an 
hour on various subjects, and when I rose to come away, he 
told me he would give me a letter to a gentleman — a friend c( 
his — ^in Cincinnati. He, accordingly, wrote me one ; and, upun 
looking at it, I found it was directed to Mr. Wright,t ft lawyer — 
the same one to whom I told you I should be glad to have a 
letter. He says in it, he was ^* very much pleased with the 
young gentleman's manners and address;*' don't laugh now — for 
these are his very words. 

I called also at Mr. S.'s, where I drank tea, and from whence 
I have Just returned. Tliey were very agreeable, indeed, and 
made a thousand inquiries about Gk>rham, and their friends 
there. Mrs. S. says she was always acquainted with you from a 
fehild — asked a great many questions about you — and desired 
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10 be partionlarly remembered to you, as did alio the rest of tiK 
family. 

I have DOW ^rritton you a long letter, and as I shall not pro- 
bably stop, perliaps I shall not write again till I get to Cincin- 
nati. Ton must (one of yoa) write now, so that I may hear 
very soon after my arrival. My love to all the ohildren, and to 
all my friends — ^and now good night to yon all. 

Toor affectionate son, 

S. S. PBurxna. 



TO Hia BBOTHKB WILLIAM. 

BufVALOi A%guti IT, IMT. 

Mt Dsab Bbothbb : — 

Being obliged to stay in this village* a day, wait- 
ing for the steamboat to go up the Lake, 1 thought I would not 
omit so good an op{x>rtunity for writing — though I told you on 
leaving New York that I should not probably write again till I 
arrived at the end of my journey. 

The next morning after I wrote you from New York, I started 
for Albany in one of the stei»inboats up the North River, and 
reached Albany before dusk the same day. Thb was far the 
most interesting part of my route. When about twenty or 
thirty miles from the city, we passed what are called the Pali- 
sades — a vast range of diffii extending about a dozen miles along 
the right bank of the river, and varying frx>m 800 to 1,200 feet 
in perpendicular height. They receive their name from their 
regular and uniform structure, and are, altogether, very grand 
and beautiful. But they are far exceeded both in grandeur and 
beauty by the Highlands, which rise thirty or forty miles further 
np, and in the very wildest part of which— close upon the bank 
of the river — ^is situated West Point, an important post, as you 
well know, in the revolutionary war. It is stiU strongly forti- 
fied, and is, al«?, the seat of the Military School established by 
the United States. It is, indeed, a most imposing situation, 
being many hundred feet above the river (which is here very 



• TiM cUj of BuSUo had, In 18B0, a popolfttloo of 4e,00e. 
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oarrow), and of which it has the most perfect oommand. Wc 
also passed many beaatiful villages upon both sides of the river, 
where passengers were landed and received, and that, too, in a 
very carious manner. Just before arriving at any landing-place, 
tlie small boat was let down, having a long rope attached to it, 
tlie passengers and baggage put aboard, and the rope let loose. 
The boat would then run along the landing-place, leave the 
passengers — take new ones— ^nd the rope being immediately 
attached to some of tlie machinery of the steamboat, in a few 
moments the small boat would be drawn alongside and taken 
up. The steamboat all this time going at the rate of twelve or 
more miles an hoar. The distance from New York to Albany 
is about one hundred and sixty miles, and we were about twelve 
hours in passing it. 

I made no stop at Albany, but have come directly upon my 
route so far — except yesterday, when I visited the Falls of 
Niagara. Part of the way I have come in the canal packet 
boats, which are made expre.'«sly for carrying passengers, and 
part of the way by stages. The boats go at the slow rate of 
about three miles and a half an hour. 

I stayed six or eight hours at the Falls, and viewed them ai 
much as that time would allow. They are truly grand and 
magnificent; tliough, I must confess, I was somewhat disap- 
pointed in them — especially in the noise, which is not half so 
great as I had anticipated. Still, they are, probably, the most 
sublime and tremendous sight in the world ; and, I have no 
doubt, if I should see them agiun, I should bo even more struck 
than at the first time. 

I leave this place to-mormw in the steamboat, and go up 
Lake Erie to Sandusky, in Ohio ; from there I shall take the 
Btage to Cincinnati. I have had a fine time so far — notwith- 
standing that I have sometimes felt a little home*sick, as I 
suppose you would call it. However, I am not yet so sick of 
my bargain but that I would start again if I were at home. It 
teems a little odd, to be sure, to pass day after day without 
seeing any one that I kno ^. But this does not TDUch trouble 
me, for when 1 am a little hnme-sick I can think of my frienui 
at home, and this is, in some degree, as if I saw them. TeL 
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mother that I Lave met with no accident, nor over^ept myself 

a Hin^le morning, sinoe I left Gorham — though Bhe will hardly 

beliove so strange a story as the last. I shall expect a letter 

from one of yon very soon after my arrival at Cincinnati. Give 

my kindest respects to Mr Pierce and wife. Remember me also 

to consin Wm. Peabody,* uid to all my other friends ; and now, 

last of all, my best love to mother, yourself, and all the rest of 

the children. 

Yonr affectionate brother, 

8. 8. Pitxirnas. 



TO HIB MOTHBB. 

OudoniATi, A%guti S8, ISfT. 

Mt Diab Momxs: 

I arrived in this city last Friday night, and should 
have written immediately — ^bnt I thouglit it would be better to 
wait a day or two and deliver my letters, so that I might give 
you some account of my prospects. I presume you have received 
the letter I wrote William from Buffalo. The next day after 
venting it, I went on board the steamboat bound up the Lake to 
bandusky. We were thirty-six hours on the Lake ; the distance 
Is aboot 250 miles. The next morning after arriving at 8an- 
dnsky, I took the stage to this place. 

The roads In this part of Uie country are very bad indeed. 
We were four days in coming through, travelling every night 
till twelve o^dook, and then starting again at two in the mom* 
ing. This, as yon may well suppose, was the most disagreeable 
part of it, considering how well I like to lie abed in the morn- 
ing. After I had rested here a day, I went round and delivered 
my letters. The gentleman to whom they were directed, 
received me with a great deal of politeness, and offered to assist 
me in any plans which I might have in view. My first intention 
was to attempt immediately to obtain a school, but my class- 



^ WlUtam H. Peabody, M.D., now deoeued. Re wm an able phyiieian ; ftall oC 
ieTotioD to the •clence, m well m the practice, of his aobl i profeuion. He waa< 
two, an aeeompllihed Chrfstian gentleman, pabllc-eplrlted kind to the poor, and 
dovoled to bli friendi. Lonf wtU thej cheriab hU memory 
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mate Boyd and several others, advised me against it. I am now 
m Mr. Wright's office — the gentleman to whom Mr. Fessenden, 
of New York, gave me a letter. He appears very friendly, and 
says he lias no doubt I can support myself and pursue my stodiei 
at the same time. In my next letter I sha.1 probably be able to 
tell you more about it. 

Oincinnati is a beautiful place. It is considerably larger than 
Portland, and is delightfully situated on the right bank of the 
Ohio. My office is within a few rods of the river, and looks 
directly upon it, so that I can at any time see the steam and 
other boats passing and repassing befoie the city. You would 
be astonished to find how cheap produce of every kind is in this 
State. Com is sold for ten or twelve cents a bushel, and wheat 
for twenty. Apples, pear^, peaches and melons are all ripe, and 
cheap as any one could wish. I shall now expect a letter every 
day from you — you must be sare and write often, and William 
must write me too. I shall want to hear all about tlie farm, and 
hf>w things turn out upon it this year. My love to all the 
children. Give my respects to Mr. Pierce and wife, and remem- 
ber me to all my friends. 

Your affiMtionate son, 

S. S. Pbsmtus. 



TO HIS RBOTHXB WILUAM. 

OiaonniAfi, a^pimribmr 17, 1817. 

Mt Dbab Bbotrkb: 

I received your letter about three weeks since, and 
was, I assure you, exceedingly glad to hear from yon. I am 
looking now every day for another letter, and hope I shall not 
be disappointed. Yon must write me as often at leant as once in 
three weeks, and don^t take the trouble to pay the postage of 
your letters. I am glad to hear your crops are like to turn out 
so well. I suspect you'll miss me a little in husking corn &nd 
bunching onions. The screwed hay, I suppose, lies on your 
hands yet ; however, Tve no doubt bat youMl get a good price 
f«ir it in the course of two or three years. I presume your 
apples did not not turn out very well this year, at least they did 
not bid fair for it when I left home. You m wt tell me how 
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many barreiS of cider joQ nake. There is here an abnndanoi 
uf fruitd of every kind, peaches and melons especially. For 
three cents I can purchase more peaches than you will raii«a 
from the tree in the frunt-yard. They sell from twenty to 
twenty-five cents a busiiel, and melons you can buy — as large 
as water-paiL»^for a cent, or a cent and a half apiece. 
The markets here are the cheapest, perhaps, in the world. 
Meats of the best kind sell for two cents a pound, and every- 
thing else in proportion. They have their markets every day 
at five o'clock in the morning, and I often get up, even though so 
early, and walk through them. Just for the sake of observing the 
abundance of everything necessary for the support of life. 
\ am afraid mother won*t believe this about my rising so early, 
but it is a fact. There is more doing here than at any place of 
its size in the United States. The number of inhabitants is at 
present about 17,000,* and during the year past, some 300 new 
buildings have been put up. I have not been out of the city a 
gunning yet, though I intend to go shortly. There is plenty of 
game of every kind, especially wild turkeys, an animal I pre- 
sume you never saw. They are about as large as tame turkeys 
and very much like them. I saw a great many flocks, as I came 
through the State, on the trees and in the road. I have not yet 
obtained a situation, but have several in view, and shall probably 
have got one by the time I write again. I would give n(«t a 
little I assure you, if I could drop in and see yon of an evening. 
Not a day passes but I think of you all, and I hope to see you 
all again, though not probably very soon. Tell Uncle James 
I shall be very glad to receive a letter ftom him.t Give my love 

to all the children. Tell her dollar is on good interest, and 

one of these days she shall have principal and interest. Samuel 



* The popnlaUoD of dDCinnail in 1880, wm 115,000. 

t The Rev. Jamet Lewis, a renerated elder and local preacher of the Methodist 
Bpittiopal Church, now in the eif hty-alxth or acTeoth year of hli age. There ar« 
few men in Maine who hare been in the ministry so long, or whose Christian labors 
hare been fraught with such abundant and lasting good. He entered upon his 
work in 1800, and now, after the lapse of more thiin half a century, la still able, 
•ocasionally, to resume It. During most of these flfty-flve years, he ha« been wont 
to preach every Sabbath, generally three times, rarely losing an appitintment by 
itsknesB, and still wore rarely, I' erer, by stonn, in summer or winter. His laboifl 

3* 
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ftnd Abby mnst write me themselves, and A. and G. too, ai 
Foon as they are able. My best love to yoa mother. I shall 
write you next. Give my respects to Mr. Pierce and wife, and 
all the rest of my friends. Remember me kindly to all the 
neighbors, and write again soon. 

Tours affectionately, 

8. S. PBBNTUe. 

P. S. To Mother.— Thinking yon might be a little anxious 
abont my health, I will just say that I do not tliink there is a 
healthier place in the world. I never was in better health. 

Your affectionate »>n, I 

S. S. PBSNTiaB. 



TO HIS MOTHER. 

LouitriLU, Kt^ Oetob^ 4, 18IT. 

Mt Dear Mother: 

Yon are probably much surprised to see the date 
of my letter, and you will, perhaps, be much more so to hear 

hare been pretty equftUy dirldad amony all th« tovni within fifteen miles round, and 
Ols rides out and back, often orer the roughest roads or through heary snoirs, 
would, probably, average from fifteen to twenty miles. It Is estimated that he hat 
officiated at not less than 1,600 funerals, sometimes riding for the purpose forty miles. 
The distance travelled by him in meeting his rarlous Sabbath and week-day appoint- 
ments, would, doubtless, amount to considerably more than 50,000 miles. If his fUne* 
ral and camp-meoUng sermons be included, he can hardly hare preached less than 
fh>m 8,000 to 9,000 times. He has never received a single dollar of eompensatioa 
for his minist«rlal services. Unto all the tens of thousands to whom he has preached, 
be could say, with St. Paul ; "/ have eav^ttd no man*$ sKmt, or gold^ or appartL 
IVa, ye yowrMtvm knou- Ihat iKM€ handa haw minUUr^d unio my imoms<Mm.*' 
Thongh far f^om rich, his hospitality to his itinerant brethren used to b« 
unbounded. Many a Vithodist preacher recalls with delight Ms scjoum al 
Father Lewis's farm. To has been Instrumental in organising numerous societies, 
or local churches, and -ilro in building many houses of worship. Indeed, In several 
towns of Cumberland ani a4Joining counties, he was the youthful pioneer, as h« 
b now the universr^ bsloved and revered patriarch, of Methodism. There Is not 
a man living, the sv^nt of whom, riding in his old gig, is so gratef^ to tb« 
eyes of thousands m «forharo, Buxton, Scarborough, Cape Elisabeth, and other 
neighboring townj. m- .he news of whose death would fill their hearts with such deepi 
filial grief. Here In r %t the place to depict his meek and guUeJess virtues ; bat this 
I wUI venture to al^jv, that when Eider Lewis departs for Heavu, bt vSl ItftVl 
M Wtlar oiai In all iht State to ibilow after hira I— iDb 
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of MbsU^ippi. I I 
since, and I liad | 



that I ftm on my way to Natchez^ in tlie State 
wrote to WilliaiM but little more than a week 
then no more idea of leaving Ohio, tlian I had, ten yeani ago, of 
leaving Maine. Indeed, it is only three days since 1 thought of 
it. I had, when I wrote last, several places in view in the city 
of Cincinnati, bnt have been disappointed in some of them, and 
others did not please me. I was, notwithstanding, on the point 
of taking a school, the wages of which would bnt little more 
than have paid my expenses. I thought, however, I would first 
B»k the advice of those gentlemen with whom I had become 
acquainted ; and they all, without exception, advised me— if I 
wished to spend a year or two, both pleasantly and profitably— 
to go down the Mississippi to Natchez, where I should, undoubt- 
edly, obtain a situation as tutor in a private family. In Ohio it 
is much the same with regard to schools as in New England ; 
but it is quite different in Mississippi, and the other Southern 
States. There they have no system of common schools ; and the 
rich planters, livinj; at a distance from each other, are obliged 
to have, eacli of them, a teacher in his own family. Mr. Storer 
introduced me to a couple of gentlemen who reside in Natchez, 
and who are now returning with their families from a visit to 
the North. I am in company with them, and they tell me there 
is no doubt I can obtain immediately such a situation as I have 
described. I have, also, an abundance of letters of introduction 
to persons in Natchez. 

When I first thought of going South, I was ratlier at a loss foi 
the means, as my money was about expended. I had concluded, 
at length, to take one of the common schools for two or three 
months, till I had earned enough to carry nie to Natchez; but, 
on mentioning the plan to Mr. Wright (with whom I have beeo 
studying), he told me I should not take a school, and very 
kindly i»flfered me any sum I wished for, without security, and 
to be repaid whenever I find it convenient. I, at first, refused 
to avail myself of his generous offer — ^but, i pon his repeating it, 
finally borrowed sufficient to carry me down the river. Mr. 
Wright is, himself, a New England man, and formerly kept the 
A.cad€my in Portland. He is one of the finest men I ever met 
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witli, and I sbill always feel under the icreatest obligations tc 
him. 

I leave here in the steamboat imicediatelj; and shall, pro- 
bably, be ten or twelve days in descending the Ohio and 
Mississippi to Natchez. It is now late in the evening, and I 
most bid you all ^ Gk>od night.' My love to 'William, Samoel, 
and all the children ; and be assured that, though my distance 
from home is somewhat increased, my love luid affection for it 
will never be diminished. 

Yonr affectionate son, 

8. S. PjUHTUB. 



In a letter, dated Cincinnati, March 29, 1858, Mr. 
Wright writes :— 

I assure yon I remember well yonr brother, 8. 8. Prentisa, 
and have always remembered him, with mach interest. He waa 
introduced to me by Bellamy Storer, Esq., of the Bar here, for- 
merly of Portland ; and, having spent some time in Portland 
myself and having many warm friends there, I was led to snoh 
conversation with him as occasioned his stating to me his object 
in visiting the West, his plans, Ac. I saw in him very interest- 
ing and very promising tnuts of character, young as he then 
was, and tendered to him my services, and invited him to spend 
liis time in my office as long as he chose. We took considernbU 
pains to find a school for him, but found no situation at all 
fnviting; one place, at a village shout twelve milert out of town, 
had engaged his attention, and he was thinking strongly of going 
there to teach a school for the winter, though he disliked it 
exceedingly; for our Western villages were rough and dull, 
and he would be removed from all the friends lie had made in 
town. He evidently felt rather downcast at this time, not dis- 
couraged — ^for he always showed much energy — but a little 
home-sick, I thought There were so many young men flocking 
West, that it was difficult for them to find employment; teacherf 
weia not in demand, as in New England ; he was short of 
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money, and, I saw, was very nnwilling to apply to friendii for it. 
He spent his time pretty mnch in my office ; bat la^vyers' offices 
here furnish no compensating employment for students. I con- 
trived, however, totbrow some trifle into his hands. In Sep- 
tember he became acquainted with a gentleman residing, or 
well acquainted, at Natchez, who became interested in him, 
and made such statements to him, in rektion to prospects in 
that regitm, that he was disposed to try his fortune there, 
lie hesitated a *guod deal about it, however, and seemed 
reluctant to separate him>elf so far, both in place and people, 
from his early associations. But his native energy prevjiiled. I 
told him I had no doubt he would find employment there for 
the time being, and a good field for enterprise. Yankees of 
talents and integrity generally succeed there. My only fear was, 
that he was too modeit for that region, — diffident^ perhaps, I 
should say. 

^^ I gave him a couple of letters, one of them to a man who 
died before he got there, and he started off. 1 have not often 
parted with one, after so short an acquaintance, with so much 
regret. He left here about the beginning of Ocu>ber, 1827, spent 
near a month in descending the river ; and, after teaching more 
than a year, and completing his legal studies, was admitted to tlie 
bar in 1829; and after this, rose, like an eagle cut loose from 
the cord that had btiuiid it, till he soared above all of his profes- 
sion in the State, and among the first orators of hU times. 

** He wrote to me repeatedly, after reaching Mississippi. He 
could hardly reconcile himself to the country, the manners, the 
want of New England eom/ort and neatness; and, for some 
time, expressed a determination to return North, as soon as he 
1 ad accumulated the means of finishing the study of his profes- 
sion. 

^^ ^hile in my office here, he was very studious, sociable, and 
pheasant ; showing clearness and quickness of mind, and great 
command of language, for one so young. He was retired, rather 
secluded in his course of life, keeping his main object ever iu 
▼lew. I ever felt great interest in liim, and regarc'.ed h»t death, 
Id the very prime and vigor of life as a national loss. 
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TO HI8 MOTHKB. 

Maichb, Mot., J!ro9mitber 8, UK, 

Mt Deab MoTinEB: 

Tou have, probably, received before this a letter 
dated at Loinsville, Ky., informing yoa that I had left Glncin* 
I nati for this place. I arrived here yesterday, having been aboal 
I three weeks in performing the journey. The steamboat ran 
/ aground several times upon the sand-bars, on one of which she 
/ lay a week. While the hands were getting her off, the passen* 
gers would go ashore, and hunt, there being plenty of game in 
the woods. I came very near, at one time, being left behind by 
my love of hunting. The boat had run aground one morning, 
and the captain told Ud we might go a gnnning, as he didn*t 
thiiik he should be able to get her off before night. Accord- 
ingly several of us went ashore with our gunn, an^. went into 
the woods. I parted from the rest, snd followed up a little 
creek in pursuit of some wild ducks. Having spent a conple of 
hours, and killed three of the dnckj*, I returned to the bank of the 
river — wlien, behold I the boat was gone. There was a little 
log cabin close by (the only habitation for perhaps thirty miles 
round), where I imtnediately inquired what had become of the 
boat, and was told ohe had started at least an hour before. I 
was, as you may well imagine, in a pretty pickle. They told me, 
however, that she would, probably, stop to take in wood about 
two miles below, and tlmr, if I was ez|ieditiou?, I might, possi- 
bly, overtake her. I accordingly threw away my ducks, shoul- 
dered my musket and marched on a^ fast as I could. Upon 
arriving at the place, I saw the boat had left it^ and was nearly 
half a mile on her way. I hailed her as loudly as possible, when 
she put about, came back and toi>k me in. Hut if I had been 
one minute later, I should have lost my chance. I could have 
staid, however, at the log-cabin, till another boat came along. 
But it was a dreary place, and in the midst of the forest. Tell 
Abby to look upon her map at about the middle of that part of 
the State of Indiana which borders on ihe Ohio river, and shs 
w\\\ be near the spot. 
The country is very little inhabited on the banks either of the 
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Ohio or the Mlasuisippi. Most of it, along the Mississippi espe 
oially, is entirely overflowed for half the year. Sometimes there 
*s a little spot which can be onltivated, and in snoh places I have 
seen the corn fifteen feet high. The banks of the Mississippi are 
also covered witn immense brakes of cane, or reed, which grow 
Tory thick together, and are of a most beantifnl green. 

I had letters to some of the first men in Natchez, which I 
have delivered ; and they tell me they have no donbt I shall 
obtain, in a few days, snch a situation as I wish. They appear 
very friendly, and offer to assist me in any way I may desire. 

I am very anxious to hear from you all. You must write 

often, and tell me how everything goes on at home — how the 

neighbors do, and what crops you Iiave raised from the farm. 

Tell Uncle James to write me too, if he has not already done sa 

Ton will hear from me again soon. In the meantime, my love 

to yon all. 

Tonr affectionate son, 

8. 8. P. 



TO HI8 BBOTUEB WILLIAM. 

Natobh, IfcKMmb^r SI, ISST. 

Dbab Bbothsb: 

Yon will, no doubt, be glad to hear — at any rate 
I am glad to be able to write yon — that I have at length obtained 
a situation. It is in the family of a widow lady, wh(» lives about 
twelve miles from here, in the country. She has five children, 
whom I shall have to teach. It is said to be one of the 
most respectable families in the country. The lady, too, I under- 
stand, is very pious, which will suit mother exactly. Her name 
ij Sliields. The great advantage of the situation is, that Mrs. 
Shields has in her house one of the finest law-libraries in the 
gtate— her hnsband having been formerly Judge of the Supreme 
Court. I am to have the entire use of this library ; so that I 
shall be in as good a situation fi>r pursuing my studies, as if I 
were in a Inwyer^s ofiloe. I made the engagement yesterday, 
and to-morrow shall go out to stay. 

I SQppoee it is not tar from Thanksgiving time now. I wonld 
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walk a great way to be at home on that day. You lunst remem- 
ber me when yun carve the roast turk«;y, and cat the pampkio 
pies. I am exceeding anxious to hear from yon, having had 
bat one letter since I left home. Remember me, as nsaa^ to my 
friends and the neighbors. My love to yon all. 

Yoor affectionate brother, 

S. S. PBnmw. 



TO MB8. KYXLINA PIBBOB, GOBHAM, MX. 

Matcbh, Mm., J >§e mm b m' 6, t&K, 

Mf DxuB Madam: — 

It is with the greatest pleasure that I comply 
with yoor request that I should write you some account of my 
fortune after I left New England. It is a task too agreeable 
to omit, thoagh, alas ! my adventures have been of so ordinary a 
nature that I am afraid they are hardly worth relating. I have 
met no giants — seen no damsels in distress — and, upon my 
honor, have been neither robbed, drowned nor murdered, — 
although I have travelled about tliree thousand miles since I 
left home. I beg leave to correct mvself — I did see one damsel 
in distress, and it was a case in which my knight-errantry was 
of some avail. It was on board one of the packet-boats between 
Albany and Utica, and thus it was : — A young lady, one of the 
passengers, looking over a newspaper, saw the article about a 
Frenchman's mounting in a balloon from the vessel which was 
to go over the Falb of Niagara. *' Good heavens I'* said she ti> 
the gentleman next to her ; ^^ Is it a fact, or is it only a quiz ?" 
He could not inform her ; she applied to the next one — he was 
as ignorant as the former. The poor girl was in an agony of 
curiosity; to one and to all the question was put, ^' Was it a 
fact?'* ^^Was a Frenchman to rise in a balloon f'^-one and all 
were profoundly ignorant. At la^t she applied to me— but it 
was with a kind of desperation, and a look which told that she 
did not expect much from so insignificant a looking animal as 
myself. I pitied her sad condition, and, thinking it would b« 
onoliHritable to suffer so fair a maiden to die of curiosity, told 
ber that it was absolutely a fact— that I had seen the French* 
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man in New York, and oonversed with him. The gentlemei 
■tared at me, as much as to say, in plain English, I lied. But 
the damsel — thinking she had learned a wonderfvi pieoe of 
information — repaid me with a smile that was richly worth 
forty — ^liea. Bnt I heg yonr pardon for talking snch nonsensei 
and would advise you to skip the preceding page. 

I travelled very rapidly from Portland to Oincinnati, stop- 
ping only at Boston, Kew York and Niagara Falls. At Boston 
I stayed a week — part of which I spent at Mr. F.'s, and very 
pleasantly, too. At New York I stayed bat three days, nor had 
I any desire to stay longer — ^two or three hours were entirely 
sufficient to gratify all my cariosity for seeing. I have some- 
what the feeling of the trapper in the Prairie iti that respect ; 
and the Highlands of the Hudson aflfbrded me far more gratifica- 
tion than all I saw in the city of New York. I stayed at Niagara 
but two days, thongh I shonld have been glad to tarry there a 
week, conld I have done ii conveniently. I was disappointed in 
this stupendous cataract ; as, indeed, I conld hardly fail to have 
been. I had heard and read of it so often that I had formed a 
vague idea of something vast and grand beyond what it is possi- 
ble for nature to produce. Of course when I saw the real 
cataract, though far the most sublime and magnificent sight I 
had ever beheld, still it did not equal my expectation. In fact, 
I have been disappointed in almost everything I have seen, and 
begin to suspect that there is not so much difference between 
one part of the country and another as I had imagined. Indeed, 
I have a vastly better opinion even of the good town of Gorhani, 
than I had before I left it. The imagination is very prone to 
clothe remote objects with a thousand charms which, in reality, 
they do not possess ; and whatever knowledge of fact is want- 
iiifc, is amply made up by tlie illusions of tiuicy. For tliis reason 
wa prefer visiting remote places, to those which are near us ; 
and a person will often go a thousand miles to see an object, 
which a man who lives within twenty of it, has never taken the 
trouble to examine. 



Tis dlitanea lends enchantoieni to Um Tieir, 
And robea the moant«lD In its asure hnt. 
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At Cincinnati I stayed about twc months ; during which timt 
I pursued my studies in the office of Mr. Wright. My funds 
beginning then to wax low, I was obliged to bestir myself, and 
concluded to try my fortune further south. * • • • 

I have now written you a letter, which, I am afraid, will 
exhaust your patience in reading. I hope, however, you as well 
as Mr. Pierce, will consider it worth an answer ; not so much 
on account of itseif, as the feeling which dictated it. The plea- 
sant days I 8( out at your house will not soon be forgotten — fot 
they were among the pleasantest of my life ; and I shall always 
gratefully remember the kind interest which Mr. Pierce and 
yourself were pleased t<> express in my welfare. Accept my 
sincere and re:»pectful wishes for your happiness. 

Your obedient servant, 

S. S. PREnnu. 

Kota Bene, — The lasses are not so handsome here as they wre 
iu Maine. 



TO HIS MOTHBB. 

NAion, Mia., l>«emiilb€t tl, IflOT. 
Mt Dxue Mother: 

I am afraid you will think I write almost too often. 

At any rate you can hardly complain that I do not write often 

enough, since I have sent yon, I believe, some nine or ten letters 

within the short time I have been from home. I wrote to Wil« 

liam about four weeks ago, informing you that I had, at length, 

become stationary, which, doubtless, you were very glad to hear, 

as yon might begin to think I had become a wandering sort of a 

character. I have been now three weeks in my new situation, 

and am very much pleased with it indeed. It is an extremely 

pleasant family, and my labor is slight, in companson with wliat 

it would be in a common school, and the only objection I liavo 

Is its groat distance from home ; a circumstance which I presume 

I think of fully as often as you can yourself. If I could run 

over a couple of tlionsand miles in the course of an evening, yoa 

would be likely to see me amongst yon two or three times • 
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week, at least. However, as Uiat is impossible, at least for such 
a slow traveller as I am, I iiost even tiiak» the best of it, and 
visit you in imagination, if I cannot in reality. I shall probably 
continue here a year, at any rate till a better situation offers. 
I mean in point of salary, for in other respects I should not wish 
a better. I have, as I told you in my last, three hundred dol' 
lars a year and board. I have also the privilege of taking in 
two or three of the neighbors' children, whioli will probably 
bring me in another hundred. I am confined about three or f< nr^ 
bi>urd a day, and the re>tt of tne time I have entirely to myself, 
I spend it in studying law, reading and gunning. I have a horse 
whenever I wish to ride, and gun and ammunition, when I wish 
U} go a hunting, which I do an hour or two almost every day. 
Indeed, I have everything found me I can possibly wish, and 
the only expense I can be at, will be for my clothing, of which 
I have a sufficient quantity for a long time to come, thanks to 
the care of a mother. They have no snow in this part of the 
country; of course no sleigh-riding, a thing I shall miss very 
much. It is already their winter here, yet a fire is seldom 
Deeded, and the roses are blooming every day in the garden. 
They sow green peas at Christmas, and in February the spring 
opens, and they go to work in the fields. For myself, however, 
I pcefer the cold weather of Uie North ; it is so delightful to sit 
by a good fire and hear the storm wliistling without and beating 
against the windows, while all is comforiable and pleasant 
within. Btill this is a very beautiful climate in the winter, and 
perhaps I shall like it even better than my own, when I become 
a little more accustomed to it. Cotton U the production of this 
part of the Union, and here they raise nothing else upon their 
plantations. I have seen thousands of acres of it since I came 
here. It is picked from the stalks by negroes, and being cleaned 
of the seed by machines called gins, is then packed up in bales, 
nearly as it comes to you. The cotton plant is about the size 
of your currant bushes, or perhaps a little larger, and the cotton 
grows in pods as large as hen's eggs. When it is ripe the pods 
burst open, so that a field of ripe cotton looks somewhat as if it 
were oovered with snow. The plantations yield from fifty to 
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three or four hundred bales each. I wrote to Mr. Boyd, at Gin* 
cinnati, a mouth siuoe, to forwar i me any letters there might be 
for me there. In a few days, I presume, I shall receive them« 
which I am very anxious to do, as I have had but one letter from 
any of you since I left home. I wish you to write me at least 
once in three weeks, and tell me all the news of your part of the 
world; how the children do, how they come on with their 
studies, how much you have raised on the farm, who among my 
acquaintances are getting married, how the neighbors all do; 
the most trifling things will all be interesting to me, now I am 
so far from home. I believe I told you in my last to direct your 
letters to Natchez, Miss. I also date mine Uiere, though I live 
ten miles from the city. My love to Williaot and Samuel, and 
all the children. Remember me, also, to Ul the neighbors. 
Beoeive for yonrBelf the best wishes of you.' truly affectionate 

8 8* Fknnva. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Utters Home white teaching In tb« Family of Mrs. Shields— Ncttee of Oeorrs W 
Pferce — Letters ftrom hia Class-mate, Appleten — Takes Charge of an AcademjH* 
Trip Into Loulslanar— Anecdotes of him by one of his pupl]s~-ls Lioensod, aiMi 
commences the Practice of Law in Partnervhlp with Gen. Hasten— His Appear- 
ance at this time— Anecdote of his Urst Speech at the Bar— Trip te Oolnrobia 
Springs— His Ylews of BlaTery. 

JSt. 19—22. 1828—1831. 

TO HIS MOTHBB. 

If ATCOB, Febrmarv It, ISM. 

Mt Dkab Mothvb: — 

I again sit down to the pleasant taek of writing to 
yon — and, for a little while, shall almost imagine myself at 
home. Indeed it requires very little stretch of the imagination 
to carry me back amongst yon ; and often, when I awake in the 
morning, I expect to hear yon calling me to breakfast — forget- 
ting that I am two thousand miles beyond the reach of your 
voice. 

I received, last week, a letter from yon and William, dated 
December 24th ; and was very glad tliat you had heard of my 
i>afe arrival here, as I knew yon would be anxious about mo till 
yoa did. William says you were all asumlshed at my letter 
from Louisville — yon cannot have been more so than I wtiH to 
find, by his letter, that you had f^old the farm, and moved into 
the village. Though I doubt not it is for the best, still, I as»'ure 
you, it made me feel di^agreeably to learn that the olace, where 
we had so long lived together, where I have s<i often been 
a-{;nnning snd fishing, had passed into the handrt of a stranger. 
Perliaps, one of these days, one of us will be able to repurchase 
\L But I doubt not, as I said before, it was much the best 
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thing yoii could do ; and I am more especially glad because it 
will free you from so innch care and trouble, and will give th« 
children such great advantages for schooling. You must now 
be very pleasantly situated — that is, if you have got inty your 
new house. I imagined it could be no other than Mr. C \ 
as I had heard you speak frequently of purchasing that, in case 
you should ever move to the village. 

I am glad that William has given up the idea of going to sea ; 
in my opinion he has acted wisely. What does Samuel turn his 

mind to ? As for G ^ we were to make an admiral, or some 

other great character, of him ; tell him to mind his book, and 
take care of the garden. I am glad Abby has the advantage of 
the seminary, for she is sufficiently old to attend some such 
institution. The girls ought to have all the advantages possible; 
we boys can easily take care of ourHclves. I am very much 
alarmed to hear that your health is not as good as it has been. 
I hope you will take every possible care of it— do not be over- 
anxious about us children. 

The first quarter of my school is out to-morrow night. I go 
hito company very little, though I have been introduced to mont 
of the people hereabouts — I feel no indinatitm for society — and, 
be!*ide8, 1 cannot afford the time from my studies. I wish to get 
through with my profession, and settle somewhere as soon as 
possible. Sometimes, however, I am very lonesome, and would 
give a good deal, could I drop in of an evening, and find yon all 
toi^ether. 

I do not like the manner of living here, so well as I do our 
Northern fashion. The white people themselves differ very 
little, as I can perceive, from those of our own part of the 
country. Slavery is the great pest of this as well as all the 
other Southern States. It is considered di^^graceful for a white 
man to do any kind of hand labor — and everything is done by 
the slaves. Of course, things are done in a very poor and 
slovenly manner ; and, though the people here are far wealthier 
than they are in the North, yet I do not tliink they live so com- 
fortably or so happily. The negroes themselves, however, 
appear to enjoy life, and are, for aught I see, as happy as theil 
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masters. It is not often that choy are treated ro cruelly as we 
are Aecai«t()iBe4 to soppose, and in general they are better oif 
than they would be if they were iree — still it is a hard case for 
them at best. 

I have nothing new to tell yon concerning myself since I 
wrote last. As I shall probably continue here a year, at least, 
and should like to have the news from Maine, I wish yon would 
send me the weekly £a9tem Argtu. If yon will speak to Mr. 
Pierce, he will attend to it. 

And now, my dear mother, as it is very late, I bid you goo4 
night, and also the children, to all of whom I send my love. 
Remember me, as nsnal, to all my friends. 

Yonr affectionate son, 

S. 6. Pbentub 



TO BIS BBOTHBB WILLIAM. 

NATC■B^ AprU 90, ISM. 

Dbab Bbothbb: — 

I was very glad, as yon may well suppose, to hear 
from you all again, and to know that you are well and happy. 
I have nr)thing new to tell yon concerning myself, as I keep 
pretty close to my business — studying all the time I can spare— 
and, of course, meet with nothing very interesting or extraor- 
dinary. I continue to be much pleased with my situation — and, 
indeed, do not think I could have found one in the whole State 
so well adapted to my views. As I told yon before, I have the 
•ole use of a very extensive and excellent law library, which I 
consider as good as a hnndred dollars a-year at least. There is 
also a large library of miscellaneous book»— so that I am in no 
want of this essential article, without which, indeed, I should 
hardly oe able to exist. The family is a kind and amiable one ; 
And, if I did not utterly detest the business of teaching, my 
fitnation would be quite bearable. 

Mother requests the names and ages of my scholars. They 
are as follows: — William, who has just returned from Nashville; 
he is abort eighteen years of age, and a fine young fellow. The 
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next 18 Ghibriel, who is sixteen, an excellent scholar, and also a 
fine yonng man. The others are Franc ina, Joseph, and Elizabeth, 
of the reH])ective ages of thirteen, nine, and rix. They are all of 
good disposition, and I find no trouble whatever in managing 
them. 

I am glad to liear yon have given np tlie idea of going to sea; 
at least if yon can get buKinees on shore. Probably yon will 
turn yonr attention towards trading, with the intention of 
beisoming a merchant. At any rate that is what I would do 
myself, had I not a profession. I consider it far the easiest, as 
well as one of the most respectable, roads to wealth ; and did I 
care much abont wealth, I would, even now, change my pur- 
suits. For I consider the profession of law in New England 
(where I think I shall settle myself eventually, after all \ as one 
of the very poorest, in point of emolument. In this State, how- 
ever, the lawyers ^4ive in clover,** as we say; the most ordinary 
make two or three thousand dollars a-year, and some of them 
five, six, and seven. Perhaps you will ask me why I intend 
leaving a place where money is so easily made? I am not sure 
that I shall ; but the reasons which induce me to think about it 
are these— one of the first and most powerful, as you may well 
suppose, is that 1 may be nearer my friends ; another is, that I 
would dislike to live in a slave-holding State ; furthermore, I 
have seen no part of the Union which I think pleasanter, all 
things considered, than that which I left. The only advantages 
which these Southern States possess over those of the Nortli, 
are the greater facilities they afford for the accumulation of 
wealth, and this, you know, I consider a very small item in the 
account of human happine^. At least, I know it would have 
■maU influence upon my own. There are some other reasons 
which induce me to think that, in the course of two or thre« 
years, you will see me amongst you again. 

Ton astonished me very much by your account of the won- 
durful tilings that are going on at Gorham. A dancing school I 
and you attending it 1 1 Why really, brother, I f^hould not ha\e 
6Z])ected Uiat of yon. I am afraid you have become entangled 
with some of the young ladies at the village, and are trying tt 
^hop" into their go )d graces. 



AUNT D *8 

Pray write, you or mother, as often &s every three weeks, 
■nd oftener still, if conyenieat. Tell me everything that hap 
pens— even the most minute news will be interesting. My love 
tc yon alL Remember me particularly to Mr. Pierce and will 
-HM well as to all onr relatives and acqaaintanoes. 

Yoor affectionate brother, 

A S. PjsEirma. 

My kindest respecls to my new-married oonnn B ^ tad 

lell her I wish her much Joy. How is Aant D f Tell her 

I think uf her often.* 



TO HIS BBOTHSB WILLIAM. 

Natodi, J^m4 tt, Ian. 

Dbab Bbothxb: — 

The weather here, for two months past, has been 
intensely warm ; I do not, however, suffer so much from it as I 
anticipated— owing in a great measure, as I think, to my very 
profuse perspiration, which is so great that my clothes are 
almost continually wet through with it. My health has, as yet, 
been very good, and I have hopes will continue so through the 
summer. 

I have ridden round the country considerably since I have 

* Ihto Tenerftted reUtlTe died In ISH, at th« adTanoed age of more than Ibnr* 
■oore yean. She was a natlre of Oape Ood, and an exoeUent ipeolmen of the 
hooeehold energy, thrift, good unie, and lelf^denyiDg toO, which marked the nohle 
women of New England in the age of the Revelation, or In the earlier dayi of th« 
PUgrima. Her Idodneie and personal devotion to the sick, were quite wonderfU. 
At Qorham, where the most aetlre portion of her life was passed, she was a tma 
8 ster of Obar tj ; and long will her memory be cherished in that plbasant Tillage, 
for many years hardly anybody could be sick without sending for ** Aunt D ;** 
a*id whether it were night or day, in sammer or winter, sonshtne or storm, who 
ever knew her refttse to oome, If she had strength to do so f It was worth a St of 
Illness to have Aer to tend yon ; she was always so eheerftil, and motherly, and 
itrong-minded. It would be a long record that should commemorate all her acts of 
mercy and neighborly lore ; that should tell how many nights of watching she s^ent 
In the siek-rooms, alike af rich and poor, or how many eyes were, by her friendly 
bands, closed in death. This passing tribute to her worth Is the more gratefta^ 
faiasmiieh as she had a particular affection for the sul^ect of this memoir.—Esw 

4 
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been here, bat Lave seeu nothing worth relating.* The appear 
auce of things is as nniateresting as yon can well imagine. 
There are no mountains to enliven the prospect; the streams 
and brooks are little mnddy puddles, running through gulliea 
and quagmires, — ^and tiie lakes, of whicli there is a great uLai* 
her, are perfect honey-pots, very similar to one or two little 
ponds, which yon may recollect, on tho way to Sebago Fund. 
These lakes abound in snakes and alligators. I have frequently 
rode out to several lakes a few miles from here, for the purpose 
of hunting wild ducks, and have seen some of these enormous 
alligators— twelve or fifteen feet in length. In the heat of the 
day they come out of the water upon the banks, where they 
delight to lie and bask in the sun. I have been up to several as 
they lay asleep on the shore — within two feet — and examined 
them as closely as I pleased. They are not dangerous upon 
land, though considered so in the water. 
The houses of the planters, notwithstanding their wealth, are 



* The ipot where Natehes stands forms the princtpal scene of the romance of 
77m Hate h m of which Atala^ mentioned in yonr letter. Is you know, an episode. 
I have read the work sinoe I have been here, and with freat Interest, as you may 
iinafine. * * The appearance of the country, In the Ticlntty of Hatches, Is 
the most singular I haye ever seen— especially when contrasted with the rest of 
the Mississippi banks. I have been In every direction for forty or fifty miles 
around, and have, therefore, had a good opportunity for observing It Though 
there are no hills of any magnitude, yet It Is the most broken and uneven country 
In the world. Apparently it might once have been level, but has been torn to 
pieces by the rains, which, by-the-by, are far more violent here than in the Nortn. 
Indeed, the country Is a continued succession of ridges, ravines and gullies. The 
nature of the soil Is such, that a sini^e rain will often tear a field to pieces, aud 
render it entirely unfit for oultl vaUon. It Is principally of clay, and destitute of all 
■Inerals. I have not seen a rock as large as my head since I came here. With 
respect to the state of society, I have not found so great a difference between the 
foath and the North as I had anticipated. Still the distinction, In many respects, 
Is marked. It being considered here, degrading for a white man to labor in ths 
field, the people, of course, have much time upon their hands, to get rid of which 
*Xsf haie baFi, parties, ride about, and, especially, employ mich of their time la 
hsntlDg ( deer are their principal game, of which there Is a great abundance ; the 
largest portion of this State being still a forest). They live rather more yVs«% 
than we of the North, arvl ure what, perhaps, we should call a little dissipated * 
yet, on the whole, I think the stattf of society is more correct, and the people mori 
Boral, than they are ojually oonsldered.-^Xdttsr !» J^dg* Pieros, April 11, IMS. 
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Dot better than those of onr oommon fanners. They are, nsnally 
two or three miles distant from each other, and each one sni^ 
rounded by some ten, twenty or thirty negro cabins, which are 
the very pictures of misery and filth. Tou inquire about [)olitioa. 
I can give but slight information on that subject., as it is one 
concerning which I trouble myself none at all, and for which 
I do not care a brass button. Old Hickory, I suppose, has this 
State, though the friends of the Administration are quite nume- 
rous. When I go into Natchez, I will have one of our papers 
sent yon, by which yon will learn more than I can tell you on 
the subject. I have received the Argus regularly, and am much 
obliged to yon for it. It will give me all the news from Maine. 
I am glad yon have become acquainted with HiUiard and G. 
Pierce. Milliard is a particular friend of mine, and though I can 
boast of nothing more than a common acquaintance with G. 
Pierce, I think him a very fine fellow.* My love (o yon all. 

Tour affectionate brother, 

8. S. Pbektisb. 



* C^eorfe W. Pierce wm born at Baldwliit Me., December 2, 1806. He graduated 
at Bowdoin Gollefe, in the claie of 1825, and studied law at Portland, with Hon. 
Btepben Longfellow (a name not lea* honored by the social worth, patriotic Tirtues, 
and legal abltity of the father, than oy the poetic genius of the sou), and 
afterwards at the Law-school in North Hampton, where he occupied the same 
room, I beliere, with his friend and distant relatire. President Pierce. He was 
admitted to the Bar of Cumberland County in 1829, and in 1882 married the eldest 
daughter of Mr. Longfellow. He was rising rapidly in his profession, haring 
already twice represented Portland in the State I^eglslature, and been elected in 
1884, County Attorney, when sudden disease cut him ofl^ in the very bloom of man- 
hood. Nor. Ifi, 1885. His untimely decease was regarded as a public misfortune, and 
■mote with grief an unusually large and cultivated circle of kindred and friends. 
At the opening of the Supreme Court, on the day preceding the interment, the latf 
Chief Justice Mellen announced his death with the touching eloquence of a perso* 
Bal berearement, to which Judge Parrls responded in a similar strain. Had hit 
Ufb been spared, he bid fair to reach high honors in the Democratic party, of whlih 
hi was so bright an ornament. I remember him well when studying, for a while, 
Ia his k/3Ai3r*s office at Qorham. Though a mere boy at the time, I shall ncTer 
lose the impression he made upon me by his manly beauty, the gentle courtesy of 
Ills manners, and the cordial, benignant smile with which he always acooeted ma. 
He was. Indeed, a fine specimen of humanity, and one might almost wish to die as 
•arly as he died, for the sake of being mourned with snob holy at I nndeoaying 
aSsction as has en»hrine 1 Ai« memory I— lo. 
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About this time he became extremely restless and fflela» 
cboly. For several months a dark cload seemed to hang oves 
his mind. He avoided society, and refused to tell any one 
the cause of his gloom. In the letter to Judge Pierce, just 
quoted, he writes : 

It was, I assure you, with no common degree of pleasure I 
roceived the kind letter from yoiir8elf and wife, wliich oame to 
my hand a few days since. It gratified me roach to hear of your 
welfare, and also to perceive I was not entirely forgotten by 
those whose remembrance I value so higlily, more especially 
as I had begun to feel the sorrowful conviction that I was 
already blotted from the memory of all except the few whom 
the ties of kindred place under a kind of necessity of recollecting 
me. I know not how it is, but tliough there ij« no person In the 
world whose heart responds more warmly, when touched upon 
the chord of affection, it has yet been my fortune to make very 
few friends (perhaps not one) in the short portion of life tlirongh 
which I have travelled. I speak not now of the common herrt 
of acquaintances, such as I have here, snch as any one may hav^, 
who will laugh when you laugh, but when you look sorrowful, 
flee from you as if you were infected. I mean those who would 
at least drop a tear over your grave, and read with a sorrowfuf 
eye, the *^ Ilic jaeet ^' upon your tombstone. I doubt not but 
the detect is in myself; but I have seldom met the person whosn 
feelings were so nnioh in unison with my own, as to make an 
intimaoy either practicable or desirable. You may judge, then, 
of the great pain I should teel, upon losing the remembrance of 
the very few whose remembrance I care anything about pre« 

serving. 1 am very grateful, [he adds, in a note to Mm. 

Pierce, of the same date] both to yourself and Mr. Pierce, for 
the interest yon express in my fortunes, and can only assure yoa 
that your kind feelings are fully and heartily reciprocated. The 
short time I spent in your house, seems to me now like one of 
those green spots which frequently spring up in the midst of a 
desert, and which are the more delightful from the barrennem 
that sarronnds them. 
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The followiDg add'tioQal extracts from letters of bis friend 
Appleton, though partly belonging to an earlier period, reflect 
light apon this phase of his inner life. The last of them is a 
model of good sense and friendly coansel. Happy wonld it 
have been for him, if his morbid impulses had always been at 
wisely and kindly treated. 

WILLIAM APPLBTON TO 8. 8. PBBNTI8B. 

Dbut, AufftlM 11, ISIT. 

Dbab Ohuh: 

I received yonrs in dae conme of mail, and yester- 
day a letter from T ^ informing me of your leaving for Ohio. I 

am glad that yon received, before setting out, such favorable 
accounts of matters and things, and trnst your anticipations 
will be realized. I thought I had told you of the intentions I 
formerly had of going to the South. If I had gone, however, I 
should have hardly been nearer you than I now am. I have 
some thoughts of enga^ng here for some time longer, but it is 
uncertain ; I want you to write me in your next, with regard to 
the facilities for the study of the law, at Cincinnati. Whether 
it is possible to get situations which will defray expenses, 
while, at the same time, one is pursuing the study. How long 
a time is required for admission? Oan a person of moderate 
abilities succeed better there than here, or support hiinpelf and 
gain a competence more easily ? These questions I will thank 
yon to answer to the best of your ability, and also, pive such 
other information as you may think useful. I have, for some time 
thought that I should practise my profession in some place inor^ 
free from lawyers, and fruitful in clients, than New England ; but 
I have as yet formed no definite plan for my future life. Tlie pro • 
apect of being near yon would be a very great inducement to ma 
to go. Indeed the prospect of finding so old and firm a friend, 
would alone reconcile me to leaving so many. Ton will oblige 
me by writing me about the matter as soon as possible. I don^t 
think it at all probable that I shall go for some time, if indeed 
I ever do, but I should like to have some means of comparing 
the advantages jf the two States, before I form any pUn« f^r t 
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permanent residence here. A» I told yon on my first page, I heard 
from T— — , yesterday. He was on the eve uf leaving Braiw- 
wick, and did not intend to return there. 

I shall probably attend the Cambridge Commencement^ and g% 

to N , from Boston. I hope nothing will happen to preventi 

as I anticipate mnoh pleasure in seeing T again, and talking 
over auld lang ayne. The recollection of two or three college 
friendships are the only things which I can recur to with plea* 
snre, as happening during my college life, and I trust you know 
me too well to think there Is any affectation of sincerity in my 
saying that through life I shall remain true to the friends I havo 
acquired. 

Yon did not inform me with regard to your intentions, whe* 
ther they were to enter the practice as soon as possible or pur- 
sue some other employment, for some time. 

Ton saw, I suppose, sonie of our classmates on yoiur way. I am 
entirely ignorant of the fate of most of them. 

I shall endeavor to hunt up McLellan and Apthorp, in Boston. 
I saw Joe a short time since. He appears already, what in 
college was apparently the highest object of his ambition, a 
complete blood. 

If your letters give me favorable accounts of the place, it la 

possible tiiat I may then set out for the Western Canaan. I 

winh I could tell you some news, but I know of nothing. I 

liave neither seen nor lieard of any person or thing lately, which 

would interest you in the least. Indeed, I can think of nothing 

else to say, unless I should reiterate expressions of my friendship 

for yon, which you are too well assured of to require. Write 

ioon, and long. 

Sincerely yours, 

Wk. Applitov. 



VBOM TUB BAUM TO TBB 8AXB. 

IlnaT, OeL 14, IBST. 

Dbab Cinic: — 

I received your letter n dne course of mail, and 
aras aorr}* that I had proposed to vou ti oae questions, the answevt 



COLLEGE NEWS. *l% 

Id wLich, almost filled your letter, as yna had so little room to 
talk about yourself. A day or two after I last wrote you, I made 
AQ engagement to remain here a year longer, so fi*r the pre- 
sent, al least. I i^hall not think of visiting the *Ve!$tcrn Country. 
Ton almost frightened me by the story }ou told of the state ot 
your finances, but I trust you have ere this obtained a situation 
lucrative enough to reimburse you. Tou want to hear all about 
matters and things, and I will tell you as well as I can recollect. 
I attended Cambridge Commencement, saw Mao. in Boston, 
also, Tom McDi)Ugall. Cleaveland and Merriam visited me some 
days si nee. They are at Andover. Cleaveland intends going to 
New Turk soon, to finish his study, and to practice Law. Merriam 
to be a pedagogue for life. They had a tolerable Commence- 
ment at Bowdoin. 

I had a letter from Lord lately. He will soon go into business 
as a merchant. He mentions having seen several of oar class- 
mates, Farrar and others. 

I saw Muulton, of the class after us, at meeting to-day, but not 
long enough to learn the Midae news. I will see him to-mor- 
row, and on the faith of his having something intei-esting to 
communicate, I will not finish my letter till then. 

I trust you find good cigars in Ohio. The Lord knows how 
I should get through with the day without my two. To speak 
the truth, chum, this is a curious world that we live in. We are 
perpetually either lamenting the shortness of life, or devising 
measures to kill time. Would that you could help me puff 
sway the blues. It was really good to see Cleaveland with a 
cigar in his month, in my chimney corner. As the blue cloud 
settled over our heads, I almost fancied I could trace in it the 
phantoms of old college friends, armed with similar mouth-piece. 

Moulton has told me that Bowdoin C , has become very 

witty, and is the greatest wag in college. He takes a high rank 
In his class. Moses will turn his brilliant talents to the study of 
medicine. Moulton has entered Andover Institution. Abbot 
bad the first part. 

Peabody*^ delivered a splendid poem ; Dorr, the Salutatory, 

* Rer. Bpbrftim Peabody, D.D., of Boston. 
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We bave )iad some pretty kevere frdsts here, which did not, ] 
soppoee, reach to your hititade, and for a fortnight past I hart 
enjoyed the comforts of a blazing fire. I assure yon that I often, 
about nineoVlock in the eTening, resting my feet over the fire- 
place, and my head on the back of my cbair, recall the memory 
of the last winter evening we spent in college ; when, nnoonsciuna 
of the blessings we enjoyed, we talked of pleasure that wa 
were to taste when emancipated from college walls. We have 
both of ns found perfect happiness as far off as before. For 
my own part, I intend to make up my mind to take life as it is, 
and so drink down the bitter, as I would a dose of medicine, io 
one swallow, and have done with it, and let every drop of sweet 
dwell long on the tongue, as I would a draught of good Madeira. 
Hoping you have the same mind, and that yon will find your 
cup but little diluted with the bitter, I bid you good night. 
Write me soon, and tell me all about your situation and prue- 
pecta. Everything about yourself will be interesting. 

Tours, 

Wm. Appuetos. 



fbom thi 8akx to tbi bamb. 

Dbab Chum: 

I received your letter this morning, and, I assure 
yon, am well disposed to obey your iigunctions to answer it 
immediately. I had began to be a good deal troubled lest yon 
ahould have met with some misfortune, or I had met with that 
of losing your remembrance and friendship. I had heard once 
that you had settled in Kentucky, but from your saying nothing 
of a temporary residence there, suppose I wa^ misinformed. In 
the first place, chum, I sincerely congratulate you on your good 
fortune, for though not exceedingly lucrative, your situation 
must be in every other respect very eligible. But yon want to 
know about matters and things in this region, and I will proceed 
wn» eeremonie^ as Tutor Abbot would say, to tell you. To begin 
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with the personage of the most importance in hi.) own ejree, 1 
am still in this Aoaileray, receiving fur my labors about the sanM 
eompeiisation as you. I shall oontinoe here six months at Jeast 
At the end of that time I may remain here, or rertnme law, oi 
instrnct somewhere else. Every day^s ubeervation serves to 
oonviiioe me that professional men, especially lawyers, in this 
quarter, must have anoomraon tidents to secure even a compe- 
tence. Scarcely any of onr yt>nng lawyers are independent ot 
their friends for the firtit years of their practice. I, of coarse, 
am desirons to secure this indefiendence, and if the chances to a 
person of common capacity, of realizing a comfortable and tol- 
erably genteel support, are in finvor uf the Western States, they 
possibly may be my final destination. You, probably, feel some 
interest in the fate of our class. I will give yuu all the informa- 
tion I am master of. Tou, perhaps, have not heard of Apthorp'a 
death. Ue died about two months since, of a very rapid con- 
■omption. He had been engaged as private tutor near Bald- 
more, and returned on account of his health, and died at home. 
I have understood him to be the fifth victim to that complaint, 
of the children of the family, and tliat one of his sinters is thought 
now in a decline. Tou and I shall remember him, fur who 
more conduced to the enjoyment of our college life than he, b} 
his wit and humor? 

Abbot, Southgate, and Trask are in Andover Institution. ] 
had a letter from Lord a few days since. He has engaged if 
mercantile pursuits ; says that Farrar is studying law in Fhila 
delphia, Paine in Portland, Granger and Leiand in Saco. Cleave 
land made me a visit of a day a few months since. Is novi 
studying law in New York. Onr friend Jonas is teaching school 
in Amherst, and succeeds uncommonly well. They think so 
highly of him, that they say they mean to build an Academy, 
and engage his services pennanently. I suppose you are now 
in the very he:td-quarters of Jackoonism, but as you as well at 
I, have not much personal interest in tho struggle, I trust 
yon have not become very warm on the side of the ^^ Hero.*' 
I understand that Bowd.^in College goes on very quietly, with 
reduced numbers, it is true, but improved so'iolarship. Thii 

4* 
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Academy will send two or three very fine scliolarB there next 
Coiomencement. I see hy your letter that yonr affecticn for 
Spanish cigars remains undiminished ; knowing that, I shall, at 
»ea8t twice a day (after dinner and sapper), call to mind the 
pleasant hours we have spent together. We then railed at o:ir 
lot — hut, though were we to live tliat life again, we might know 
how to enjoy it more, and, I at least, improve it better ; yet it 
must be confessed that there were some few crumbs of comfort 
amidst all our troubles. I have felt the want of suitable books to 
read very much since leaving B. This place is as barren of them 
as any town I ever knew. The newspapers, among them the 
Fanner*s Cabinet^ which you will recollect, for its containing 
the story of the good woman, who blessed the Lord for nothing, 
constitute my soul resource against the blues. I saw Mac. 
some months since in Boston. He was in a law office, and had 
a treatise on Real Actions in his hand, by chance, I suspect, for 
his table was covered with the same medley of new8pa[>er8, maga* 
zines, novels, and song bookiii, as when he was in college; the 
drawer as he showed me, was filled with pieces of old gloves, 
flints, pistold, gunlocks, caken and apples. In short, everything 
about him was the same as when he was in college. Ue poetizes 
considerably, I believe. T— is studying Divinity in Hartford, 
Oonn. If you continue to have any thoughts of acting Cato^s 
soliloquy with a butcher knife, I would advise you to act Mac- 
beth^s fir^t, and the first line, ** Is this a dagger," d^c, will cure 
you of any design of making your quietus with so vulgar an 
implement, compared with which a ^* bare bodkin " would be 
genteel. As you are in the land of sporting and duels, 1 hope 
your excellence as a shot will be of service to you. I trust you 
will find smaller game plenty, however, and will not be under 
the necessity of firing at a larger mark, with the uncomfortable 
reflection that you yourself are at the same time a target. Now, 
ehum, you see that I have answered your letter the day on 
which I received it, and that, too, with a closely written sheet 
of foolscap. As I have thus obeyed ycur commands, I have, in 
my turn, a right to command you too. Sit down as soon as you 
Wve read this, (if you finish reading it), and tell me all about 
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yoonelf, and whatever else yoa please, in an e|»i8tle as long, at 
least, as this; for certainly yoa have inaoh more of the variety 
which makes letter-writing easy arid letters interesting, than I 
ei\joy in this qniet, sleepy place. 

Ever yonrs, 

APPLBTOir. 



FBOX THI SAMX TO THS BAXI. 

Dnnr, JToy IS, 1818. 

Mt Dbab Pbxntibs: 

If I may judge by my own feelings of impatience 
for receiving yoar letters, yon will be glad to have an imme- 
diate hnswer to that which reached me this afternoon. 

Tonr answers to my inquiries only served to confirm me in 
my former ideas of the comparative advantages and disadvan- 
tages of the Western States. I think I shall conclude to try my 
fortune among the Yankees, and if I don*t succeed, it will theu 
be time enough for me to visit the land of wealtli, slaves, fevers 
and mosquitoes. I shall remain in my present situation at letist 
tliree months hmger, perhaps another year, and after bidding 
farewell to Academy walls, mean to renew my acquaintance 
with Blackstune and some other of our mutual friends. Tou 
will want to hear the news of this section of the country. I 
shall be rather at a loss to supply yon, for my corresiiondeiit 
Lord, who is my most faithful chronicler on snbjects of common 
interest to us, has not written to me for some time, and probably 
will not till I entitle myself to an epistle, by answering his last. 
One, to me, melancholy circumstance, you have not, perhapr 
been acquainted with. My cousin, Alfred Mason, died in New 
York not long since, of a fever which lie caught in attending the 
patients in tho hospital. I understund he was considered the 
first among three hundred medical students, as to professional 
talents. Several obituary notices of him have appeare<1. Among 
others, a very well written one, by Gkorge Pierce, in the ForU 
kmd Advertuer, 
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Tou say notliing of politios, bat I suppose you are by thift timt 
a strong Jacksonian. Our political papers are q Barrelling at a 
great rate. I make it a point of believing both sides, and conse- 
quently, have come to the conclusion that our politicians are a 
raje of as mean, unprincipled souundrels as ever polluted tha 
earth with their tread, or the air with their breath. I have 
fully made up my mind not tu become a candidate for the Presi- 
dency, till the characters of the political men are purer, or the 
presis less calumnioui*. I wish you to communicate these my 
sentiments to the Legislature of your State of Mississippi. 

I have a vacation in about a week, aud although I have only 
been absent about ten weeks, I anticipate a visit home with no 
imoll pleasure. The consideration of so great a separation from 
my friends would weigh with me more strongly than any 
other, against going to the South. My attachment to my 
friends, I find, rather increases as I grow older. Bowdoin College 
goes on quietly, with a small number of students. I have not 
beard whether the Peucinian Society has decayed still more, 
or regained its former standing. Your recollections of your 
college life appear to be pleasing. I have none such, except 
the remembrance of our friendship. While at B , you railed 
most about the miseries of college life. I then tried to make 
myself believe that I enjoyed it, but the more I think of my 
situation then, the more convinced am I, that were I to live 
my college life over again, I should not only improve, bat 
ei^oy my time far better. I believe I am not naturally prone 
to indulge in nnpleasant reminiscences, but, I feel every day 
the wai^t of having formed habits of application and mental 
abstraction while my studies were directed by others, and I 
had nothing else to occupy my mind. But a truce to moral* 
izing. We have both of us seen letters written by students after 
finishing their college course, and I am not vain enough to 
inppofie my own croaicing more interesting than that of others. 
I wi^h to hear from you oftener than our practice of waiting for 
an answer will admit, and will suggest the plan of writing every 
other month. For instance, I shall write again on the first of 
July, and if you are willing, should like to Lave you pnrsae tbt 
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•ame pUn, that each may receive letters at intervals of everj 
two months. 

My mode of life here is not unpleasant, as I have become 
acquainted with several agreeable fomilies, and do not feel, as 
much AS I did at first, the want of some more agreeable com 
panions tlian my own thoughts. 

The last time I heard of George Pierce, he was about goio% 
into business with his brother Daniel — ^his health not allowing 
him to pursue hia law studies. I think it must be rather 
unpleasant to him to be obliged to give up all his prospects of 
professional and literary eminence, though, probably, his businesa 
will not deter him from cultivating his literary taste. 

Good night; beware of paying homage to the dimate by a 

fever 

Ever yours, 

W. Applston. 



VBOX THE 8AMB TO THB SAME. 

Dour, N. H.,.rfiil^iO,18M. 
Mt DbAB OHTTlf: — 

I muFt begin with acknowledging myself very 
much to blame for not writing the first of this month, as I said 
I should ; I have had engagements suflScient to justify a want of 
punctuality in a common correspondence, but I acknowledge 
they should not have prevented me from doing my part in the 
execution of a plan which I first suggested. 

I am very sorry that you have made up your mind to be 
unhappy, and am also a littie surprised, as I had snp|)06ed your 
sitnation tolerably pleasant as well as Incrative. Would not you 
enjoy yourself better if you went into society mi >re ? I, of course, 
know nothing of the state of things there, bat although you may 
not find those to whom you can feel warmly attached, yet I 
hold that any society is better than none ; and that, even if a 
man were among the Hottentot<«, it were better for him, for the 
time being, to cunfoim himself, in some degree, to their habits, 
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and try to feel some interest in objects around him and wi:liiK 
his reach, than to suffer himself to despond becanse be does not 
find everything to his n:ind. But in so large a place as Natchez:, 
it is impossible but that by exertion you can find some agreeable 
ucquaintance. There are two gentlemen from this State who, if 
report speaks true, are both uncommonly pleasant men — Dr. J, 
Bell, and Mr. Dinsmoor, a lawyer from a town acUoining this. 
If you are not already acquainted with them, I suppose it is not 
very difficult for Yankees to become acquainted with each 
other when so far from home'. At any rate, chum, if you can- 
not find any society more pleasant than solitude, do not allow 
yourself to be low-spirited ; ^^ send care to the dogs,'* as you said, 
in a former letter, you meant to do, and do not think because 
you have not realized all yuur ezuectations in this Southern 
ezoursion, that your prospects for life must necessarily be blasted, 
and that all chance of future success or eminence is taken awav. 
We neither of us are old enough to exclaim with Solomon, *^ all 
s vanity ;^* and I carmot but believe that when you return to 
Jiis quarter, wliich, I trust, will be very soon, you will attain 
that success to which your character and talents entitle you. If 
your health is not injured, I think you will, on the whole, find 
few reasons to regret having gone on your tour, for you are not 
so old as to render it absolutely necessary that you should enter 
on professional practice immediately ; and you have had oppor- 
tunities of seeing parts of the Union which otherwise, very pro- 
bably, you would never have seen. I trust that you feel no more 
inconvenience from the heat of the summer than the debility 
whidi you mentioned. Yoo, of course, feel the necessity of a great 
deal of care, and, with suitable attention to diet and exposun>, I 
snppose the climate may be prevented from 8eriouf.]y injuring 
the constitution. I trust if either of us is permitted, at some 
fdttire time, to drop a tear over the other^s grave, it will be 
when he has lain down to rest after a long, happy, and useful 
\ife, among friends who reciprocated his affection. 

I heard from Lord but a day or two since: he roontioni 
having heard of yon throagh Mr. Pierce of Gorham — he if 
engaged in business with his brother. Both Hilliarda and ia 
Mr. P *s office, as you probably know. 
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Farran lias engaged in bosiness with his brother in Blojmfield. 
in an excursion which I made into tLie interior of Massaohasetti 
and ConneoticQt, a few weeks since, I saw Mcljellan, Eveleth, 
and Bridge, at Northampton. McLellan ha) applied himself a 
gooil deal, I nndersuiod, and took a very reHpeotable rank in the 
Law School. At Hartford, Conn., I met Baldwin, who hap- 
pened to be in town ; he is studying divinity at New Haven 
He said Brinsmade was keeping school at a lovvn in the western 
part of the State. David Shepley preached in Amherst during 
my last vacation. I was to-day informed that Stowe has been 
appointed Professor at Bowdoin College, and ha^ accepted. I 
do not know what department he will tai^e charge of. I still 
continue in the business of school- keeping, and shall, probably, 
another year. It is rather a gloomy prospect to look forward to, 
but I shall endeavor to submit to circumstances with as good 
grace &« possible. 

Tou speak of doubting whether you shall pursue ycmr legal 
fitudies. I trust you have no serious thoughts of disct>ntinuing 
them ; the law is the profession for yon, if any. I hope you will 
write me, in your next, that you are making your arrangements to 
return to New England, to finish your studies and enter on the 
practice. I cannot believe you have any serious tliouglits of going 
to the countries of Spanish America, a.'^ you seeiu to have no fixed 
object in view. In New England a competence is ensured to 
but a moderate share of application and abilities, and n compe- 
tence in New England, I presume, you would think quite an 
desirable as a large fortune in those new republics, or even in the 
regii)n where yon now are. 

Let not my failure break up the plan which I suggested about 
our letters. I will write again within two montlis, and hope to 
liear again from you before that time. And now, chum, as my 
pa]M)r is growing scanty, I have only time again ro recommend 
to } on to take some measures for the ejection of the blues ; livt 
ts happily as you can while at Natchez, and come back to New 
£ugland as s(K>u as possible. 

Most truly your friend, 

Wm. AFPI.BIOS, 
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b. 8. pbbkti98 to bis motsbb. 

Mt Dear Mother: — 

Since I wrote yon last, I have, rather tmexpectedly 
made a considerable change in my engagements and situation. 
But yon need not be alarmed — my move has been but a short 
one, and the change, I believe, for my advantage. I have left 
the family in which I resided, and taken an academy abont eight 
miles from Natchez. When I made my former engagement, I 
reserved the privilege of availing myself of any better offer I 
might have. I had the offer of the academy about three weeks 
since, and immediately accepted it. I felt a good deal of regret 
at leaving Mrs. Sliields — I had got to be so much one of tlie 
family that it seemed almost like leaving home again. I taught 
with Mrs. Shields between six and seven months. My salary 
for that time has enabled me to pay off all my debts and the 
money I borrowed from Mr. Wright. I have fifteen or twenty 
dollars left, and can now begin square again. 

How long I shall continue here I d«) not know. They would 
like to engage me permanently, but I have only engaged for a 
year, and am doubtful whether I shall continue longer-^I wish 
to finish my profession and conclude where to settle as soon as 
possible. 

Week before last I made a trip into the State of Lousiana to 
St. Frances ville, about eighty miles fh>m this place, partly for 
the sake of seeing the country, and partly because I had heard 
there was a vacancy in a college near there, which I thought I 
might, possibly, obtain. I had been, however, misinformed^ 
there being no vacancy in the college. St. Franoesville is on 
the Mississippi River; it is a pretty village, and situated in an 
extremely fertile country — but is one of the most unhealthy 
places in the United States. I went on horseback, and waa 
gone three days — during which time I rode two hundred miles; 
you may judge from this tliat my health is very good. I should 
hardly have been able to take bucli a ride before I left Maine^ 
Their saddle-horses here, however, are all paoen^ which makas 
it much lesA fatiguing— I would not willingly undertake to M$ 
•or old Oray two hundred miles in the same time. 
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I am at present very bearty ; and^ as some of the wannest 
ireather has passed, I am in hopes I shall get through the sum- 
mer without the tax which strangers are usually obliged to pay 
the tirst season. 

I have sent William a Natchez paper, The Ariel^ and would 
like tu have him send me The Yankee^ published in Portland, by 
John Keal. I wish you would write to me as often as once in 
three weeks. Tou know not what pleasure it affords me to 
hear tn/m home. Give my love to all the children, and remeoH 
ber uie to my friends at the village, as well as elsewhere. 

Tour very affectionate son, 

S. S. PsiNnaB. 



The followiDg communication from one of his pupils, Joseph 
D. Shields, Esq., of Natchez, will be here in place : — 

As I was a mere child, while your brother resided in my 
mother^s family, my own impreasions of him as a teacher, are 
very indistinct. But I can give you a few incidents, illustrative 
of his character at that time, which may not be uninteresting to 
you. 

Not far from my mother^s residence was a log school-house, 
where the gentry, and young men of the surrounding neighbor- 
hood, formed a Debating Society. In this woodland forurn 
your brother gave abundant earnest of his future greatness as 
an orator. His speeches were especially remarkable for their 
sprightliness, wit, and withering sarcasm. On one occasion, as 
an actor in the scene told me, his opponent in debate wa» a 
vehement declaimer, whose thoughts, when at white heat, would 
BO tar outrun his words, that he generally became exceedingly 
oonfm^ed. After speaking some time with much violence, he 
suddenly stopped while under full headway, threw up his hand, 
and clasping the back of his cranium, exclaimed: ^^Mr. Presi- 
dent, Tve got the idea, sir, but I can't express it." " It is very 
well the gentleman has informed u^,'* qoietly retf>rted Prentiss 
^ or we never should have sUv>«pected ^t.'* 
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The old Bohool-house has disappeared, aud its last vestige beta 
ilestroyed by the plough-share. 

Willie teaching, he was very temperate in his habits. Indeed, 
BO far as I know, his habits were unexceptionable while he 
was at Natchez. Bat on one occasion, he joined a party of 
yonng men, who rode into the city to dine. As usual, the Juice 
of the grape mingled with the flow of soul, and, before the social, 
after-dinner converse was over, tliey all got somewhat merry. 
Mounting their horses, at rather a late hour, aud having twelve 
miles to ride, they determined to make a d&sh of it, and thus 
save time. Now, it so happened that Prentiss was mounted on 
a horse which had been raised for the turf, but not having ful« 
filled his destiny, hsd been degraded to a saddle nag. He retained, 
however, all the fire of the racing breed. Indeed the animal 
was a very Gunpowder of Ichabod memory, and had passed 
frt>m his former owner to the Brom Bones of the neighbor- 
hood, in consequence of having unceremoniously immersed him 
in a duck pond. 

The Jolly company started off in fliU gallop, but had not tra- 
velled many hundred paces before Prentiss and Oscar (tliat was 
the name of the beast) darted on ahead, and were soon lost in 
the distance. The rest of the party finding pnrsuit useless, at 
length cooled down into a quiet pace, convinced that Oscar and his 
rider would, after a while, reappear. But as mile after mile lay 
behind them, and it was getting very dark, they began to feel 
somewhat uneajiy, when of a sudden, they were hailed by that 
unmistakable voice, with its peculiar lisp— ^* Hallo, Boytbs! 
hallo! I say, Oscar has spilled me!** They approached through 
the darkneos, aud found him seated on a bank by tlie roadside. 
He had clung to his dare-devil steed f»s long as he could, and 
finally with great reluctance, ^^ let him travel on alone.** With 
no small effort, he was in due time mounted behind one of his com* 
rade^ and the gay cavalcade made the best of their wsy home, 
quite charmed with the adventure. It were well had he, •• 
Bteond endorser^ never came off worse in after life. 

He was always eager and impulsive. Soon after leaving oar 
fool^ he heard of a situation in I^uisiana, and immediately went 
down to apply f)r it — while there, it al at once occurred to bim 
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that a b(38ora frieDd was to make his cUbut in a Foarth of Jalj 
oration, at the old school-hou^e. He had seventy or eighty 
miles to travel, in order to be there, and only one day to ^* make 
the point.** He ordered his horse at daylight, rode hard all day, 
and reached Natchez late at night. Explaining to his host the 
nec;es«ity of his being at the celebration, which was some fifteen 
miles distant, he gave direction to be called np very early, bnt 
when he awoke the next morning, he perceived, to his chagrin, 
that the sun was far np in the heavens. Ordering his horse 
quickly as possiblo, he spurred, or rather eaned him to the top 
of his speed, and reached the rostrum just as his friend got 
tJirongh his peroration. 



S. 8. PRBNTI88 TO HIS 8I8TBR ABBl. 

Natchb, Aptmitbm' ii, ISM. 

Mt Dbar Sibtbb: — 

I received, a few days since, yonr letter of Jnly ; 
and shall answer it with a great deal of pleasure— especially as 
it is the first one I have received from any of yon, except William 
and mother. I am glad to hear that mother has recovered so 
much from her illness, and that all the rest of yon are well. I, 
too, continue to -enjoy an uncommon degree of health, and, if 
possible, am more hearty even than when I left home. As the 
sickly season has now pretty much elnpsed, I have little fear for 
the present year. I am well satisfied with my new situation, 
and have had an addition of t^o scholars since I wrote last. 

I suppose apples are about getting ripe with you now. They 
do not thrive well here; neither do cherries or plums; but 
peaches and melons grow in abundance, and also the fig, a most 
delicious fruit, of which I am extremely fond. I wish I could 
■end yon a basket of them, I know you would like them. Wild 
grapes grow in profusion in the woods, and some of them are 
equal to our best plums. There are man/ kinds of fruit which 
we have not in the North ; but still I think those of the North 
are preferable. 

I am glad yen are so pleasantly situated at the Tillagei and 



92 MEMOIR OF S. S. PRENTISS. 

have so good a pchool to attend. Yon have improved verj 
mncli in your handwriting : and the watch-paper yon sent me ii 
quite a pretty one; I shall keep it a long time. Ydu say 8— — 
talk;) of going to sea; he had better try some otaer Lasiness; ^ 
to a trade, or into a store. Encouragement for sailors must U 
very p<K>r, since t!ie restrictions laid, last winter, by Congress, 
upon commerce. However, if he wishes, lot him go one voyage, 

and he will soon be sick of a sailor^s life. G ^ I snpporte, 

does not begin to think yet what he shall do ; tell him to study 

hard. I roust not forget A among the rest of you. You 

must write me again, and tell me all that is going on in the vil- 
lage. You will hear from me again in a few weeks; in the 
meantime my kindest love to you all. 

Your affectionate brother, 

8. 8. PRSHnsa. 



TO HIB MOTHXB. 

Natork, yo00mbm' 18, ISn. 

Mt Dbab Mothxr: — 

I have been in daily expectation, for a fortnight, 
of healing from you, and have delayed writing some days on 
that account. My wishes were gratified yesterday, by receiving 
a letter from you and sister Abby — whom I thank very kindly 
for writing me again. I need not Sj^sure you how ^lad I am to 
hear that you are recovering from yuur illness : the news of 
which had very mnch alarmed me. 

My school is going on well, but I &m perfectly disguhted with 
the business of teaching ; it does not suit either my temper or 
disposition. Nothing would tempt me to make a profession < f 
it. I shall, next fall, either return to Maine, or settle here as a 
lawyer. I have been somewhat doubtful on this subject : shonld I 
settle in this State, I have no doubt I could make a fortune with 
the greatest ease, and my friends here urge me very strongly to do 
It. But you know I never considered wealth as the most impor 
tant ingredient of h.spfnness; perhaps I look upon it with too littl* 
regard. In every other re!*peot I should far prefer the North la 



THINKS OF RETURNING NORTH. ftd 

the Sooth. TLe society is l>etter, the country is inoro heantifol, 
and, besides, you have, in tlie N«>rth, no slaves — a strong objec- 
tion to the South. But yourself and the re»t of my relatives 
and friends, afford a still more powerful inducement for me U 
return. All these considerations have determined me upon set 
ting my face towaixls home rezt autumn. Ton will, perhaps, 
tliink I had muoh better have staid at home in the first place ; but I 
am of a different opinion, and were I at liome now, would make 
tlie same trip again. I shall consider the two years that will 
have elapsed when I return, as far more profitably spent than 
any others in my life. I intend to return very leisurely through 
the interior of the Union, visiting whatever is cnrions or remark- 
able, so that when I get home I shall have made a pretty good 
tonr of the United States. Tou roust write me immediately, and 
tell me what you think of all these plans. 

I suppose your Thanksgiving will come on pre^ntly — if I 
were within a couple of hundred miles I would be with you. 
Kext year yon may have a few pies extra, for yon know I am a 
tough hand among pompkin pies, and it wonld be no wonder if 
J Hhould pop in upon you about that time. It is growing late — 
Good night, and my love to you all. 

Tour affectionate son, 

S. S. Pbsntiss. 



TO HIS BBOTHBB WILLIAM. 
*« Natcib, Ftttruar^ 4, 19M. 

Bear Bbotheb: — 

Ton think, perhaps, that I have forgotten yon, by 
my delaying to write so long beyond tny usnal time, but you 
will excuse my apparent neglect when I inform yon of the re.i- 
•on. In my last letters, yon will recollect, I had come to tiio 
determination to retnm, next autumn, to New England. Upon 
more mature consideration, however, I am convinced that I 
should act very much against my interest; and, though I had 
fondly cherished the idea that, in the course of a year, I should 
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revisit the spot which will always he to me dearer than ai^ 
other, yet I think yon will agree with me that it is my dnty to 
remain here. Since I wrote last, I hare heen making more i>ar> 
tionlar inquiries than I had hefore done, with revpect to my 
prospects, should I oontinne here a few years ; and I find them 
far superior to anything the North can hold out. By studying 
tills winter, I can he admitted to practice next July — whereas, 
in Maine, I should be obliged to study more than a year. I 
liave, accordingly, given up my school, and am in a law-office in 
the city. The gentleman with whom I am studying, is a Mr. 
Walker — the first lawyer in the place; he has promised me 
every assistance in getting a start. I have money enough to 
support me, with prudence, till I get into practice — and I have 
no fear of success after the first year. I have been several 
i^eeks in doubt on this subject ; and the reason I have delayed 
flrriting was, that I might inform you, with certainty, of the 
result. Be assured that my feelings towards home have under- 
tone no alteration, and my determination is as strong as ever to 
•lome back to Maine. Should I collect a little wealth, I know 
iotbing in the world that would afford me such pleasure as to 
return and share it with my friends. 

Your affectionate brother, 

8. 8. P. 



TO HIi BBOTHBB WILLIAM. 

NAT0BB,ilprtf»,18m. 

Dmab Brotrkr: — 

I have been from town for the last month, which 
Is the reason I did not receive yoar letter until yesterday, and 
la also my excuse for not writing sooner. As I have nothing 
else worth relating, I will give you some description of the trip 
I have been making. One of the young Sbieldses purchased a 
augar plantation in Louisiana, about tliirty or forty miles souUi- 
west of New Orleans,— upon a bayou, or stream, called De 
Arbonne — and, going down a month since to settle it, persuaded 
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me to aoooinpany Iiim. We ftttrted from this place !n a ftat- 
boat, and pmoeoded down the Mi&sissippi to the bajouLaFonrche, 
which took us about six days. We entered the bayoa at a small 
town called Donaldson ville, and proceeded down some sixty 
miles to another village, called Thibodeaux ville — where we 
landed, took horses, and rode twenty-five miles to Shields^s 
place. This part of the State has jnst began to be settled by 
the Americans. It had been considered of little account till 
within a few years; when, upon examination, it was found to 
contain the be^t sugar lands in the United States, and perhaps 
in the world. It has, however, been settled for some time, by 
the French — and even at present, they form at least nine-tenths 
of the popolation. They are the poorest, most ignorant, set of 
beings yon ever saw — without the least enterprise or industry. 
They raise only a little corn and a few sweet potatoes — ^merely 
sufficient to support life ; yet they seem perfectly contented and 
happy, and have balU almost every day — I attended one, and 
was invited to several others. 

The lands here lie in a very curious manner. There are a 
great number of creeks, or bayous, as they are called, running cp 
from the ocean, parallel to each other. Upon each of these is a 
strip of high land, from one to ten acres in depth, on either side, 
lifter which it falls into a swamp, and so continues till you come 
to another bayou ; thus, between every two bayous there is an 
extensive swamp. I stayed with Shields four or five days, and 
then returned to the La Fourche, where I took a steamboat tn 
Kew Orleans. I stayed in New Orleans three or four days, and 
never w&s so heartily tired of a place in my life. I saw nothing 
worthy of obi«ervation, except the immense quantity of business, 
and that was truly astonishing. I tried to find out if there were 
any vessels from Portland, bnt could hear of none. Taking a 
steamboat at New Orleans, I arrived yesterday at Natchez, well 
pleased with my trip. 

Month after next I shall apply for admission, and commence 

the practice of law. My sincerest love to mother and to all the 

children. 

Believe ire your affectionate brother, 

8. B. P. 
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ib Shields thas refers to this trip : — 

Aoother instance of his impalsiveness oocars to me. The sanii 
friend, whose Fourth of July oration he made such effort t* 
hear, moved abont this time from the liomestead. Taking hii 
block and other movables to Natchez, he shipped them on a 

flat-boat. There are two landings at N , and after loading at 

the upper, he cant off and drifted to the lower. Prentiss waa 
on the boat to take his leave, and accompanied her this shori 
dbtance. Just as they were again casting off, and in the act of 
bidding adieu, his friend suggested. 

*^ Prentis.'*, BupiK>se yon go down with us and ex\joy the varie- 
ties ?'' 

" But, my dear sir, Pve no clothes.'* 

^^ Oh, never mind that, we^Il supply yon.** 

After a little persuasion he consented, and left for an indefinita 
trip without money and without clothes. I rather fancy thai 
what with cattle, f-heep, hogs, horses, and fowl, to say nothing of 
dogs or cats, he had abont the roughest fare on that ** broad* 
horn" that he ever endured. Still it was probably the most 
delightful trip he ever took. His friendship with the captain and 
chief mate, gave him the run of the kitchen, while every inoon- 
Tenience was the subject of jest and merriment. He was tha 
light and soul of the party. 

I have recently heard an amusing anecdote of this expedition, 
which is as follows : — 

You are aware that our Father of Waters is a most head- 
strong and gyratory stream. Instead of flowing on smoothly, 
like other rivers, it rolls and tumbles In all directions ; while its 
eddies are a terror to the small craft, that depend for pmgress 
upon a regular current. If canglit, they sometiuies revolve fbr 
days in an orbit of a few hundred yards. It unluckily happened 
that the broad-horn aforesaid, became involved in one of 
these eddies. Round and round it circled, hour after hoar, in 
apite of the efforts of an able-bodied crew, to extricate it frota 
the snare. Of course all hands were onlered by the captain, who 
was a ^r;»on of indomitable energy, to man the oars, and whes 
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tbe boat veered to tlie edge, to give ** a long push, a strong posh, 
and a pnbh all together.*^ But in tlie midst of all their activityi 
Prentiss kept his seat, and jeered tlie crew. In viuo tliey begged 
him to ooine to the rescue ; no i)ersuasiun could induce him to 
lend a helping hand. Every volley of jocnlar abu&e from the 
captain, was replied to by a volley of sharp raillery from his 
imperturbable passenger. To all entreaties he returned a 
oharaoteristio answer. ^^Gome, come, Prentiss, forheaven^s saka, 
do now help ns just a little, will you?*' 

^^ Oan^t do it, Buyths, I*m saving myself for an emergency I** 
After a hard struggle, the rim of the miniature maelstrom was 
weathered, and the boat floated out into the current. 

A day or two after tliis incident, tliere occurred a storm so 
violent that the i>arty tied up to the bank. The weather was 
Intensely cold for our southern climate, and they huddled around 
the fire on board. In the midst of the hilarity aroused by the 
novelty of their situation, and the amusing incidents of their 
voyage, the crew were startled by the cry of fire I fire I The 
hoafs afire / Every man sprang to his feet and rushed for the 
water buckets, except Prentiss. He scrambled to the side of the 
vessel, tumbled overboard, seized his hat in lieu of a bucket, 
and began to pitch the water into the flame:!i, nearly extinguish- 
ing them before the rest of the parly reached the scene of action. 
He was warmly congratulated on his quickness and presence of 
mind. PuflUng and blowing from his sudden exertions, draggled 
with wet, and with a dripping, starchless hat, he replied to tha 
thanks that were showered upon him, with his inimitable arch- 
ness, ^' There I boyths, didn^t I tell you I was reserving myself 
for an emergency P* 

Many are the stories of his wit and humor, after the party 
reached their destination. The country at that time was a 
wildernesa, skirted along tlie margin of the bayou, by settle- 
ments of Canadian French, and yet Prentiss's friend, as is usual 
with emigrants to a new home, was infatuated with the region. 
Be had described it as a second Eldorado, blending the glory of 
tlie tropic with the mildness of the temperate zone. It yielded 
the sweet cane and the orange, and abounded in all manner of 

5 
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tropical ft Qits. Such was the picture of the country. But whea 
they arrived at the Golden Valley, tliiugs did not look so invit- 
ing by a great deal. Big timber, mud cottages, lagoons, Spanish 
ni02«, the concert of alligators, fiogs and musqnitoes — these and 
04)ngenial phenomena, afforded Prentiss an inexhaustible theme 
for raillery, and he improved it without mercy. Tet his satire 
was so good-humored, as well as keen, that it gave infinite 
aLiuseiuent to his companions. 

*^ My dear sir," he exclaimed to his friend, ^ youVe moved to 
a country that's afloat. It ought to be sawed off with a whip- 
saw, and pulled out to sea. It abounds in all manner of tropical 
fruits, indeed I I see an abundance of blaekberrieaJ*^ 

His friend was one day praising the morals of the community, 
and boasted they did not require a Jail; there was none in tlie 
country. *^ Perhaps so, but tlien this very fact may prove that 
the rascals are in the majority^ and won't build one.^* 

I give you the above, at second-Iiand. Of the numberless bright 
and witty sayings, that sparkled from his lips, but few are pre* 
served. They were Jewels cast upon the waters of oblivion, and 
have sunk to the bottom — ^}'ou may recover one here and tliei*e, 
from the memory of a friend, or the tradition of an observer, 
ike myself, but not enough, I fear, to give any adequate idea of 
the ridiness of tlie mine from whence they emanated. 



• • a. PBBNTI88 TO HIB 8I8TBB ABBT. 

NAiami, Map tl, 1( 



Mt Dbab 8i8tbb:~ 

I have sat down this Sunday morning, while yt v 
are all preparing, I suppose, for cliuroh, and intend to give yo» 
a long letter. I have been studying pietty hard of late, prepar- 
ing for examination. Candidates for admission are examined 
at the Supreme Court, which sits next week at Moniicell<H-a 
town about eighty milea from Natchez, in the interior of the 
State. I shall go out on horseback a Hreek fn>m next Wednea- 
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Aaj ; BO tbat, I presnine, by the time you read this letter I shall 
hare a lawful right to the title of ^'Esquire.*' I shall leave 
Natchez immediately after, and settle, probably, at Piirt Gibson 
— ^a flourishing village some forty miles above this place. It is 
n very pleasant town, and not visited by the yellow fever. Th« 
winter and spring have been uncommonly cold in this oonntryi 
till within a few days, but now the weather is excessively warm. 
I have no news to tell you : my health continues good, and my 
spirits are also pretty good. Bet now let ns talk a little about 
home — which is a much more interesting subject to me than 
any other. How do you all dof And how do all the good 
people at the Tillage t Though it has been almost two years 
since I left you, yet it seems but yesterday. Everything is fresh 
in my recollection ; I know how all the houses and yards and 
trees stand ; and if I should return to-morrow, I could tell in a 
moment every alteration that had taken plane, even to the 
nailing-on of a shingle. Two years seem very long in looking for- 
ward, but are as a moment when recalled from the past. I am 
afraid, however, by the time I return, some years hence, things 
will be greatly changed. My old acquaintances will have grown 
up, and left the country. The girls I a<ed to play and romp 

with, will all be married and hardly recollect me ; W will 

have taken to himself a wife ; 8 will be a stout^ careless 

bailor, witli a short jacket on ; 6 ^ a shrewd, calculating, 

good-looking, yoong fellow ; you, my dear, will be a tall, hand- 
some, grave, young Uidy; A ^ a roguish, laughing, giddy- 
headed girl ; as for motlier, I shall know her immediately — she 
will always look the same to me. You do not writ« half often 
enough from home : I should like t«> have a letter every fort- 
night — and if you would take turuit, yon might write as often aa 
that withont any trouble. Ton are not half particular enough 
when yon write— you ought to tell me every little thing that 
happens in the family. And now, my dear sifter, I have written 
you a long letter, and I am sorry it is done, for it is a great p] 
lure to write home. My love to you all. 

Tear very afleotionate brother, 

S.S. 



J 
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/ 



100 MEMOIR OF S. S. PBEKTISS. 

In a letter co his elder brother, dated JaLe 18, he writes : 

I found no difficulty in p&^sing the examination and obtaining 
the license. Yesterday I returned to town. Munticello is one 
hundred miles east of this, upon Pearl River. I am now a law- 
yer, but how I shall succeed is a doubtful question. The pros- 
pect, I confess, is rather dull, even here — die profession being 
very much crowded. However, if I can make out to get a start, 
I have no doubt I shall ultimately succeed. 

With respect to your idea of emigrating to this country, I 
hardly know what to say. There are few sorts of business 
which a young man can go into, unless he has capital. He will 
have to obtain a clerkship, or a situation as a schoolmaster. It 
U extramely difficult to obtain the more lucrative clerkships, on 
account of the great number of young men who yearly come 
down the river, from the Western country, in search of business. I 
would have you to consider carefully before you take so important 
a step, whether you cannot make a good living, and ei\]oy as 
much happiness in Maine as anywhere else. I confess, too, I 
should be sorry on roother^s acc<»ant, hs well as the children's, 
that you should leave home. Still, if you are bent on emigrat- 
ing, I would not discourage you, and I do not doubt you will 
succeed in the end. However, if I was myself in Maine, with 
my present experience, I would not leave it. 

TO BI8 MOTHER. 

NAvam, Jtms M, 1819. 
Mt Diu.r Mothib: 

I have made an aritingeraent of considerable impor* 

' tance, for the ensuing year — and, as I think it is a very guuu 

one. I have sat down immediately to inform you of it ; for I 

Kaow you feel more interest tlian any one else in the world in my 

welfare. I have entered into a partnership with Mr. Huston* — 

a lawyer in this place, of high standing and extensive practice. 

I am to have a sufficient portion of the profits of the business to 

rapport me handsomely, and defruy my expenses of every kind 

• Ocn. Feltx Hutlou. 
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Next year, in all prol lability, I shall be alle to continue with 
him on much more favorable terms. Bat the great advantage 
of the thing is, that I shall gain more knowledge of bnsiness thia 
year, than I shonUl in two or three years, had I started by myself. 
Kr. Huston has a plantation in the country ; so that, if there 
sbonld be an epidetnio this summer, I shall have a place to retreat 
Uk 

I have seen no people here whom I ever saw before, with the 
exception of my classmate, Boyd.* Bat I frequently meet with 
Yanheet^ who are much more numerous here than I had sup- 
})Osed : quite often, too, I see individuals from M(une. A large 
portion of the men are emigrants ; they are very enterprising — 
but associate little with each other, except in the way of busi- 
ness. Self is here the sole object— each one being entirely 
absorbed in his own views, and caring little or notliing for his 
neighbor. As to the women here — ^their general character is, 
that of being extremely reserved and distant in their manners, 
especially to strangers. But I am ashamed to say that I know 
very little about them. Ton inquire about churches — there are 
in this town, a Presbyterian, an Episcopal, a Roman Catholic, a 
Baptist, and Methodist church. They are pretty well attended, 
and the sabbath is kept here very near as strictly as in Portland. 
I attend sometimes the Presbyterian, and sometimes the Episco- 
pal, service. 

With regard to sending brother 6 to West Point, I am 

decidedly in favor of it. It will afford him the opportunity of 
getting a good education, without the expenses incident to a 
college ; for, if I recollect right, the cadets are not only found, 
but receive twenty or thirty dollars per month pay. It is not 
absolutely necessary that a young man should go into the army 

after being at West Point ; but still, if G goes there at all, 

be ought to make up his mind for the army and a soIdier*s life. 
That is the purpose for which the Institution was founded, and 
I do not think it right for a young man to avail himself of the 
advantages of it, unless he intends to pursue a military ooona. 

1 8. 8. Boyd, Eiq., of Natobes. 
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moment to carry me back in imigi nation to the day wlien I left 
yon, and started off in the wag^)n, with my large tmnk and still 
larger expectations. I hope before three years have again 
elapsed, I shall be with you ; on a visit, at least. I sent b}* 
William, some little presents to the children, which, thongh noi 
of much value, I know they will receive with pleasure, i» 
coining from their brother. To George I sent the watch 
which I had when I left home. To Abby, a small diamon/ 
finger ring, and to Anna a work-box, with a number of little 
articles in it ; of which, however, she will know the use bettei 
tlian I. 

My first year at my profession has Jnst closed, during which 
time I have been able to support myself, and also, to pay my 
debts, so I am now Just about square with die world. I have 
to-day arranged with my partner, the terms on which we are 
to continue together. He offers me one-third of the businessi 
which I shall accept 

If my success answers my expectations, I sliaU feel it my 
duty to continue here some years — though my inolinationB 
strongly urge me to go home, and settle in my native land. 

I see by G.'s letter, that he feels an inclination to go to col- 
lege. If he continues of that mind, I should advise letting him 
go, by all means. It will take him one or two years to prepare, 
and by that time, I think, I shall be able to assist him. If 1 am, 
I will most assuredly do it with the greatest pleasure, for I hold 
a good education to be worth a thousand times more than il 
costs. Tell him to think seriously on the subject, and to 
write me about it. — My love to all. 

Tour affectionate son, 

8. 8. PXINTISB. 



TO HIS TOUNOXB BBOTHKB. 

Maioim, a«pL n, 1S80L 

IhUB GioBftB: — 

I received, with a great deal of pleasure, your let- 
ter, and hasten to answer it. I should have written before this. 
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out I h«Te been absent for tlie last three weeks, on a trip to 
the Eastern part of the State. I have been oat to Oolnmbia, 
on Pearl River, where there are some Springs, to which th« 
people resort in the warm season, for recreation and pleasnro. I 
i^eut on horseback, and more for the sake of the exercise than 
anything else ; I did not enjoy myself, however, as mach as ( 
expected; for I was alone, and the conntry through which 1 
passed in extremely nninteresting. The Eastern section of this 
Slate, after yon get twenty or thirty miles from the Miwissippi 
Kiver, U one continued Fine-Barren, precisely like the plains. 
u\yon i^hich we used to go blueberrying, and indeed, the country 
continues of the same sort, entirely through to the Atlantio 
Ocean. You may judge, then, how dull it mast be, travelling 
through such a region. I found but few people at the Bprings, 
and stayed there only a week. The exercise, however, was of 
^ery great advantage to me, and I am now aa hearty w I ever 
was in my life. 

I have also spent a good deal of the summer out at Mr. 
Huston's, or rather his mother-in-law's, plantation. By the 
by, I do not know as I have ever mentioned her to you. 
She is one of the finest old ladies in the world, and treats me 
with all the kindness of a mother. Tell mother, if I should 
ever happen to be siok, I should receive almost aa much 
attention and kindness as I possibly could at home. 

I am glad you take such pleasure in your studies, and in 
reading. You could read nothing more advantageous to you 
than history. It would be well also to read some biography — 
more especially, the lives of the great men of our own country 
— Washington, Franklin, &c. It will raise your ambition, and 
sliow you what can be done through industry and exertion, by 
those whose advantages have not been as good as your own. 

I approve of your studying the languages, and fitting you» 
self for college. I hope that by the time you are fitted, 1 
shall be able to assist yon; if I am, I shall certainly do it 
with pleasure. 

Tell William, that if he comes to New Orleans, as he pro* 
QG^ea, I will probably come dowr and see him next winter. 

6* 
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My best loye to mother, and to all of yon, espedally to Saic:i«a, 
irhom I wish to write cse immediately. 

Your aflEectionate brother, 

8. S. PsKHTiaa. 



TO HIS MOTHIB. 

Natobi^ So9» 10, 18M. 

Dbab Motbxr: — 

I intended my next letter for Samnel ; bnt Abby 
informs me, that lie expected to sail for Europe in two or three 
weeks, so that he is probably gone by this time. I can truly 
sympathize with your feelings upon parting again with William, 
and I can araure you, that your regret at the ab^tenoe of your 
children cannot be greater than what is felt by one of them, 
at least, on being m far separated from you and the rest of 
Ills fHends. Indeed, so far from becoming reoonciled to « 
residence in the South, or forgetfhl of my native land, I 
become every day more tired of the former, and look back with 
more regret to the latter. Still I feel bound to stay here, 
though I am sometimes almost sorry that my prospects of 
success render it my duty to do so— «nd I do not think t 
should have at all regretted it, had my ill -fortune compelled 
me to return to Maine. I expect, daily to hear fW>m William, as 
be must, by this time, have arrived in New Orleans. I phall 
take some leisure week during the winter, and go down and ^\%\\ 
him. It is only a couple of days^ trip. I have enjoyed excel- 
lent health this summer, mnch better than I did last Natchei 
has also been flree from epidemic this season, and extremely 
healthy. 

I have, for the last two or three week^, been riding about 
the circuit, which must be my apology for not writing sooner. 
Tell Abby, I thank her very kindly for her letter; she must 
poon write me again, so mtist Anna and George. I wish O. to 
write mo a full account of his stndies- how fiir he has advanoeilf 
and what oocnpies him at present. 
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Qive my respects to all my friends, especially to Mr. Pierot 
and fiunily. My love to yourself and the children. I shall 
expect a letter from you loon. 

Yonr affectionate son, 

S. S. Pbimtibs. 



TO HIS TOUNGBST BBOTHBB. 

Natcob, Jktf », im. 
Dbab Bbothbb: — 

I received yonr letter of May last more than a 

month since, bnt, as I was indebted to Abby for a letter, I 

wrote her first, and will now proceed to answer yonrs. 

I have nothing new to tell you concerning myself. My health 
continues good. Business is at present very dull — as, indeed, 
ft always is at this season of the year. If I was within a hun- 
dred, or two hundred miles of home, I should soon mount my 
horse, and be with you. 

You ask me about the slaves in this country — ^how they are 
treated, &c. That slavery is a great evil, there can be no doubt 
•»and it is an unfortunate circumstance that it was ever intro- 
duced into this, or any other country. At present, however, it 
is a necessary evil, and I do not thiulc admits of a remedy. But 
the pitnation of slaves — at least in this State— is not half as bad 
as it is represented, and believed to be, in the North. They are 
in general, as far as my observation extends, well clothed, well 
fed, and kindly treated — and, I suspect, fully as happy as their 



masters. Indeed, I have no question, that their situation is/ 
ranch preferable to that of the free negroes, who infest the| 
Northern cities. To be sure, there are, occasionally, men who 
treat their slaves cruelly and inhumanly — ^but they are not coun- 
tenanced by society, and their conduct is as much reprobated as 
It would be anywhere else. To free the slaves, and let thera 
continue in the United States, would not, in my opinion, be any 
advantage to them ; though if they could be transported to 
AfHca again, it would be hotter. But that is impossible on 
account of their numbers — and even if they were all offered the 
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privilege of going to Africa, I do not believe half of tliem woald 
aeoept it. The sin of the business lies at the doors of those wL« 
first iutrodnoed slavery into the country. The evil now is too 
doep-rooted to be eradicated. 

As for the Indians, about whom yon inqnire, I think they 
have been badly treated iu this State, and still worse in Geor^a. 
Their lands have been token from them without law or Justice ; 
and they will, most of them, have to go west of the MississippL 
However, this is not a new thing, but has taken place at one 
time and another in almost every State in the Union. The 
fact i<i, '' Might makes Eighty'' all the world over. 

I did intend to write you something about your studies, but 
must defer it to another time. My love to you all. 

Tour afiEecUonate brother, 

S. S. Pbintibs. 

The rest of his correspondence, in 1831, contaius little 
that would interest the reader, though overflowing with 
expressions of filial and fraternal affection. The education 
of his sisters and his youngest brother, began now more 
and more to occupy his thoughts, and serve as a stimulus 
to his exertions. Almost every letter shows his soiicitnde 
upon the subject. On the question of his nltimate place 
of settlement, his mind still wavered ; sometimes he *' felt 
very home-sick, more so than he did the first year after 
leaving Maine, and was tempted to throw up his bnsiness, 
and come back there to live;*' then, in the event of 
remaining South, he was almost determined to remove to 
New Orleans; but, towards the close of 1831, he fiiiallj 
resolved to establish himself at Vicksbiirg. 



TOASnMO PATH TO l«BEATNE8S. 199 



CHAPTER V. 

«D ToMtlng^EeiccTM to Tleksbarr— Mr. Chllton*a RemlnlieencM of Bfm-* 
Letton Home— TiBltt Washington Oltj— Adrioo to a Oollege Stadeni— FcnM • 
Partnerahlp with Mr. Onion— Letten. 

iET. 22—24. 1882—1888. 

While at Natchez he continned to caltivate, with mncb 
diligence, his literary taste. He read almost every new 
book that appeared ; and occasionally occupied a leisnro 
hoar by writing articles, in prose or verse, for the local 
journals. Some of his poetical effusions, particularly one 
entitled Tht Ice Palace, yet live in the recollection of his 
friends in the Southwest ; but we have not been so fortun- 
ate as to procure any of them. The only specimen of his 
prose that has fallen in our way, is a sportive essay on 
Toasting, from which the following passages are extracted: 

Perhaps the raost remarkable property of Toasting, is its won- 
derfnl facility in making great men. It was the ancient opinion — 
tliough one which has been long exploded — ^that to be great, a 
man ron^t have performed some great, virtnoos, or noble action, 
mcst have shown, either mentally or physically, some snperiority 
over his fellow-beings. Now, thank heaven, nothing of this sort 
U required ; for the whole secret of greatness is comprised in the 
single word notarieiy^ and the most approved method of 
beooming notorions is by Toasting. Ikies a man wish to become 
dotorions — ^that is, great : — ^he gets a friend to propotte his health 
at some pnblic dinner, with an enumeration of all the good 
qualities he does no^ possess. The people, filLid almost to burai« 
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Ing with the fat things prepared for them, oyerflowing with 
charity and good liquor, drink the health with great applaa.^; 
which is elicited, however, in most cases, not by the person, bnt 
by the flavor of the wine. Fired by such manifest signs of 
popular favor, the candidate for greatness rises, and assures 
them, very truly, that they are pleased to honor him more than 
he deserves ; that modesty would induce him to be silent, but 
liis heart ( he had better say his stomach) is too full for restraint; 
tliat no sacrifice would be too great tor their kindness towards 
kim ; that he would go even to Congress, for the love he bears 
his country; he assures them that the United States is the 
greatest nation on the globe — ^liis own State the first in the 
Onitm— the county in which they are eating the best in the 
6tate--at the same time modestly insinuating that he is himself 
the greatest man in the county — and, finally, winds up by pro- 
posing himself a candidate for the next election. The people 
are astonished to find they have had so great a man amongst 
them, without ever dreaming of it ; and they send him to Oon- 
gress forthwith. Tims sure and easy is the Toasting path to 
greatness. 

The god Momus found fault with Jupiter for not placing a 
window in the heart of man ; which would have enabled one, 
merely by looking in at it, to have ascertained a person's 
character as well at first sight, as after a dozen years' acquain- 
tance. Mankind have sanctioned the criticism of the heathen 
deity ; as is manifested by the great pains they are contin- 
ually taking for finding out tlie real sentiments of their fellow- 
beings. It is to their anxiety on this subject, that we owe tlie 
various theories which have, from time to time, been broached 
for discovering a man's character by outward signs or appear- 
ances. ' Thus Lavater considered the features, and the variona 
and complex lines upon the countenance, as the true handwriting; 
of Nature, which she hath affixed as a label ufion the face-— 
precisely as an apothecary marks upon a vial the nature of its 
contents. Within a few years, Craniology has been made to 
answer the purpose of the window of Momus ; and the human 
head, like the United States, is divided ofif into a number of 
independent bnmp^, which have, however, a reciprocal influcnot 
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upon each other. The character of each of these bumps is as 
well ascertained, as that of the people of any of the i^oresaid 
States, and the character of the individual is made up by a com* 
pound of them all— each bump being taxed for this purpose Just 
In proportion ta its bigness. Now, although it is a digression, I 
cannot help observing, what a wonderful argument this f-jFStem 
affords in favor of a republican form of government, showing 
that Nature herself has chosen it as the best, in her arrangment 
of the human mind. Take an example: Suppose that, like 
honest Jack Falstafl^ my bump of discretion exceeds my bump 
of valor, and that some one insults me; the community of 
courage, residing in the bump of valor, is immediately enraged, 
and rises in arms to punish the aggressor : but, *' Stop,*' cry the 
cautious, though more numerous, citizens of the commonwealth 
of discretion, '^ Most haughty Valor, we don't choose to be 
dragged into this contest — ^if you wish to fight^ you must fight it 
out alone : for ourselves, we have advised with counsel, and 
intend taking the law of the fellow." At this remonstrance, 
the community of courage lay down their arms, like good 
citizen**, obedient to the will of the minority. But to return. 
Though I have great belief in physiognomy, and though I doubt 
not that tlie rapid development of intellect may force out cor- 
responding protuberances of the cranium, Just as we see moun- 
tains arise on the face of the globe by the operation of internal 
fire : yet both these theories are so liable to error, the exceptions 
Ut the general rule are so numerous, that I have been led to try 
some other uiethdd of getting out a man's true character. I 
have found nothing answer this purpose as well as his toasts. 
At such times caution is entirely off its guard ; the Gerber's 
reason is quieted with a sop. The sentiments, finding fhein- 
jwlves un watched, fiy out as surely as birds from an opened 
iMge. It is under the jovial influence of good liquor, that tie 
yn anls of scripture are peculiarly verified : out of the aHmndanee 
ff the heart the mouth tpeaketh. Take a few examples, by way 
of illustration of my theory : ^* The star-spangled banner, oh, 
U>ng may it wave," &o. Now, who doubts for a moment that 
the author of this is a young poet ? 1 don't know him, but I'll 
lay anything he has made at least one line towards the comple 
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tion of an epit. "The ship United States, with Aer prcsom 
commander and crew; all ready for mle (sail),^* by a politica. 
paoster ; one of those inveterate perpetrators who, even if he 
was going to the gallows, woold ask why hangmen are like 
physicians, merely that he might answer, because they both kill 
their subjects by drops. " The Island of Cuba — jnstice to onr- 
selves requires that we should take immediate possession 
thereof.'* Now I will venture to say, that this man has no 
character at all ; but I perceive from his toast that he is an old 
smoker, and he wishes us to appropriate Ouba to ourselves, 
because he thinks it would lessen the price of Spanish cigars. 

His four years in Natchez and its vicinity, laid the foanda- 
tion for some of the strongest friendships of his life. No 
portion of the Southwest contained at this time a social cir- 
cle of greater intelligence, or refinement. There was, to be 
Bare, not a little of the ignorant, pretentions, aristocracy of 
mere wealth ; and this was to him a never-failing subject of 
ridicule. But there was also the aristocracy of cultivated 
minds and manners ; the offspring of leisure, travel, and 
liberal pursuits. One might go far before finding a more 
generous, hospitable, and high-toned breeding than that 
which distinguished not a few of the families, then resident 
in and about Natchez. He often revisited this lovely spot, 
his first home in the Southwest, and never without being 
greeted by the warm affections and admiration of a host 
of old friends 



TO niB MOTHER. 

NAfom, Jimmmrp S, IMl 

Mt Dbab Mothxr: — 

Ton will be surprised to hear that I intend to 
leave this place. I shall reiLove to Yicksburg, the last of thift 
month. Vicksburg is about a hundred miles above tliis, on 
the Mississippi River. It id a flourish ing town, nearly us large 
as Natchez, and nmch superior for business. Natchez has 
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iMen deoliDing in bnsiness for many years, althougu I hav( 
done aci weU as I oonld have expected; yet I do not think 
the prospect here sufficiently flattering, to indnce me to moke it 
any longer my place of residence. Yioksburg U situated in the 
midst of a rich and floarishing country, and is increasing rapidly 
in wealth and population. 

I have deliberated a long time on this matter, but did not 
wish to mention it in my letters, till I had fully made up my 
mind. I have had serious thoughts of returning to Maine, but 
the competition there, in my profession, is so great, and the pro- 
spect of success so small, that I am deterred — at least for tht 
present — ^from leaving Mississippi. 

My present movement shall not, if I can help it, prevent my 
coming home next summer. Still I wish you not to be too 
sanguine. 

We have, for the last two, or three weeks, experienced some 
of the coldest weather ever known in this ccruntry. I think I 
suffered as much as I ever did in the North. The ground was 
covered with snow for a fortnight, and it looked quite like old 

times. 

Your affectionate son, 

S. S. PBKDlTiSS. 

The following reminiscences are from the pen of John 
M. Chilton, Esq. of New Orleans, long a distingnished 
member of the Vicksburg Bar : — 

"In the year 1881, pending a Circuit Court at Vicksburg, 
then almost a frontier town, there arrived with other members 
of the bar, from Natchez, a limping youth in plain garb, but in 
whose bearing there was a manly, indeed, almost a haughty 
mien ; in whose cheek a rich glow, telling the influence of mora 
Kc.rthern climes, in whose eye a keen but meditative expression, 
and iu whose voice and conversation a vivacity and originality 
that attracted every one, and drew around him, wherever he 
appeared, a knot of listeners, whose rnriosity invariably yielded, 
in a few moments, to admiration and deliglit. Tliere was then 
a buzz of inquiry, succeeded by a pleased look of frieudlj 
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recognition, and a closer approach, and in moRt inatanoes aa 
introduction, to the object of this general attraction so soon as 
it was told, that the stranger was S. 8. Pbbnti8s, of 13 atelier 
His fame had preceded him, and men were surpiif^ed to see onljr 
beardless yoaih in one whose speeches and learning, and wit, 
and tine social qualities, had already rendered him at NatohesSi 
' the observed of all obseroera,^ He was at once taken by the 
hand, and attracted by the brilliant rewards then promised in 
our courts to lawyers of genius and eloquence, he determined 
on adopting Yicksburg as his home. 

His first appearance at the Bar, at once fixed pnblio opinioo 
in his favor. The case was one involving the power of the oor* 
puration to cut off by quarantine, a public hotel from all inter- 
course with the rest of the town. The hotel stood alone on a 
square, and was infested with the small pox. The Mayor and 
Council had passed an ordinance forbidding all persons out of it 
from going to it, and all persons in it, from coming out of it. 
Without any previous notice or preparation, except the exami- 
nation of testimony, Mr. Prxntiss spoke for twu lioors, and by an 
argument replete with metaphor, satire, and logic, he gained bin 
cause and induced an immediate repeal of the obnoxious ordinance. 

Some time after thi?*, at a political meeting, he was called ou 
by the Anti-Jackson men, then a sad minority — ^in presence of a 
large number of the dominant party, to address the people^ 
Democracy was then everywhere prevalent, aod the word of 
General Jackson considered as binding as the Koran — his will a 
rule of action — his name too sacred to be uttered without a 
blessing. Mr. P. boldly ** broke ground^ agaifist Martin 
Van Buren, the adviser of General Jackson, and subsequently 
his nominee for the Presidency. I shall never forget the intonmi 
excitement produced by his speech on this occadon. It was to 
the Anti-Jackson men as inspiriting and effective as General 
Ta^lor^s order at Buena Vista — ^^a little mere grape^ Captain 
Bragg f'* He described General Jacks(»n*8 influence over tba 
multitude — his nomination of Martin Van Buren, whom ht 
represunte 1 as 

** jLlbany, with fteble hand ** raeelriBg, 
** Sorrowed t^ttacheooof command;** 
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ind the Tiolation of oar CoDstitntion in thns Tirtnally transfer 
riTig the appointing and elective power from tlie people to one 
man, and that man at once their idol and despot He then pro- 
phetically depicte«l the effects of such unbounded executive 
influence in the utter prostration of the coordinate departments 
of tiie Government. The personal difficulty between General 
Jackson and Mr. Onlhoun, growing out of tlie refusal of the 
latter to associate witli the family (»f the Secretary of War, had 
Jtst occurred. Tlie first Cabinet had been disi)ersed to yield to 
a 'unit.' That unit was Martin Van BurenI In allusion U. 
Mr. Van Bui*en^s 9uroi9&r'$htp^ ^f 1 may so call it,) Mr. 
P, ezclaimed : ^^ While the stately and gallant Tessels, which 
braved the battle and the stonn, have been wholly wrecked, the 
eockle-YK>at of Martin Van Buren has risen, cork-like, securely 
above the waves, and floated safely int4> the |>ort of Democratic 
fiiivor." 

In allusion to the merit then claimed for Mr. Van Buren, of 
having settled, while minister to England, the qnesticm of Great 
Britain's right of search, he ezclaimed: ^*I thought this 
question had been settled year.<i ago, by the war of 1812, and 
that even the American sailor boy, seated at the mast-head, if 
asked by a Briton whether such right exinted, would point to 
the cannon's month, and say indignantly — ^Go, take yonr 
answer thence 1' The manner of this exclamation gave to it a 
marvelous force, and even hia political adversaries forgot, in the 
nationality of the sentiment, the bitterness of partisans, and 
united in the acclamations of applause, which it produced.*' 



8. B. PRBNTIBB TO HI8 XOTHBB. 

TMasoaoB, March 16, 1881. 
Mt Dbab Mother: — 

ni lay anything you canH guess who has been to 

me since I wrote you last. I was sitting in my oflSce th« 

other morning, and wiio should pop in but S. I knew 

him immodiately^thongli he was in his sailor's drees, and has 

grown greatly nince I saw him. He looks well, and is in good 

health ami Hpiritt* too, considering he had, when he arrived here, 
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but one dollar in the world. He does not seem to mine it at a]1| 
and says it is not the first time he has been without both clothes 
and money. It was well, however, ho found me at home ; for 
this is a bad country for a man to be in without money. For^ 
tnnately I had some, which I divided with him ; i.nd after stay- 
ing with me three days, he started again, last night, for New 
Orleans. He appears to be rather sick of a sailor's life, and 
will, I think, quit it. 

I am very glad to hear that Abby has recovered her health, 
BO that she can attend school again. Tell her that when she 
gets to Portland, she must become a regular correspondent of 
mine, and write me all that is going on in the city ; and Anna 
can take up the home-department, and tell me wliat oocurs of 
great importance in the busy little village of GK>rham. I pledge 
myself to answer all their letters regularly. 

I have got some business already, and think it will increase. 
It is easy to make money in this country ; but the expenses are 
so enormous, they eat up one's money as fast as it accumulates. 

If George is well prepared to enter the Sophomore Olasn this 
fall, let him do so ; I think it a great disadvantage to enter two 
years in advance. He is, however, young, and unless well ])re- 
pared — not only in his Greek and Latin, but in his English 
studies — ^had better put it off another year. I am confident I 
entered college too young ; had I been two years older, I should 
have derived double the advantage. Tell G. to write me 
fully his own views and wishes on the subject. I wish he 
would take two or three dollars out of the enclosed, and send 
me one of the Portland papers, say the AdvertiseVy or any Clay 
paper. My love to you all. 

Tour affectionate son, 

S. 8. Pbsntus. 



TO HIB SIBTBR ABBT. 

TtonscM, StpUmber 17, im. 

IIt DiAR Sister: — 

I almost envied brother Willifim the liappinest 
Irhioh he must have felt in being again in tlie midst of you. It 



▲N UIAGINART VISIT HOtfE. HI 

18 impossible for yoa to imagine the feelings which a lung resi- 
dence among strangers — people for whom you care nothing, and 
who care nothing for yon — produces in one^s mind towards 
home and the scenes of yontli. Frequently I sit down in my 
office, after a fatiguing day's work, or a fit of the ^^ blues," and 
get rid of the whole of them by paying a visit to yon all at 
Gorham. It is the easiest thing in the world — it does not take 
ine more than a seooiid to go from Yicksburg there. After I 
get there, I seat myself among you, and look around to see what 
changes hve years have produced in you all. I see mother sit* 
ting beside me, with, perhaps, a few more of the marks of age 
than when I left, but in other respects the same— with the same 
gentle and kind look which she always turned towards me. 
even when reproving me for some idle scrape, or foolish act. 
There, too, I see sister Abby, shot up from a fair- haired little 
girl, to a tall, handsome, demure-looking, young lady — and 
thinking, for aught I know to the contrary, which of half-a- 
dozen beaux she likes best. And who is this laaghiug, romping, 
brig!it-eyed girl, who looks so full of fun and mischief? I 
think, as near as I recollect, it must be sister A. Brother G. 
I recognize in a minute-^or he has got his books, and is study- 
ing as soberly as a deacon. Have you heard yet from S. ff 
I have not, and cannot conceive what has become of him. I 
suppose you are at Portland yet. Write me often, and tell me 
what studies you are pursuing; are yoa taking lessons in muaia 
and painting f 

My love and kindest wishes to yon alL 

Your affectionate brother, 

S. 8. FBEJsmm, 



TO THB BAMB. 

Vwubuio, Ji<mmilb€r 11, isatt 



Dbab Abbt: — 

I was gratified, a day or two since, in receiving a 
letter from yon. I have Just heard, too, from George, and per- 
eeive that he is pleased with college. He is to room, it seemi^ 
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with Reuben Nason ; that will do very welL 3y the by, whei 
you see Mr. Nason remember me to him, with my beot respects. 
Tell him I have not forgotten, nor ever shall, my old p.*eoeptor 
— under whose instructions I acquired a great portion of the 
information which I possess ; and which, sliglit as it is, I would 
not exchange for a fortune. He always treated me kindly, and 
I never shall forget it. 

I am gratified, my dear sister, that yon have the inclina- 
tion and the opportunity to improve your mind, to acquire 
those accomplishments, which will not only greatly increase 
your own means of enjoyment, but what is equally valuable, 
enable you to add much to the happiness of those with whom 
you may associate in after-life. There is nothing which wonld 
afford me more pleasure, or of which I should feel praudsr^ than 
to see my sisters accomplished and well educated : not merely 
accomplished in appearance, and in a few superficial acquire- 
ments, but with well cultivated intellects — capable of conversing 
upon« and understanding, the ordinary occurrences of the world, 
and conversant — to some extent, at least — with the history of tlie 
planet upon which they live. I have known very aeeomplished 
young ladies, who did not know whether the eartli was flat or 
round — whether the government under which they lived, was 
monaroiiical or republican. Such, however, I have no fear of 
finding my sister Abby. 

Since I wrote last, we have had the cholera in Yicksburg. 1 
did not leave town, nor have I had any reason to regret it. My 
health has been, and still continues good. It broke out very 
suddenly and very violently; most of the people fled — but I 
thought it about as safe to remain in town, where I could get 
medical assistance immediately, in case I was taken. There is 
not danger if medical aid is obtained in time— but half-an-honr^s 
delay may be fatal. It is a terrible disease. I saw persons 
walking about the streets perfectly well, that were corpses in 
two or three hours afterwards. Only two or three respectable 
ei^Uens died — most of the deaths being among the negroes and 
transient persons. It is raging awfully in Nei^ Orleans. Tliey 
are dying at the rate of three hundred? a-day. Here It Is aV 
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i»T«r now ; 00 mother need not be aneasy. My love to yon all 
Write soon. 

Yonr alFeotionate brother, 

BXABOIBT. 



TO HI8 BBOTHBB WILLIAM, AT NBW TOBK. 

18, 



Dbab Bbothsb: — 

Sinoe I wrote joa last we have had a pretty 
revere tonoh of the cholera in tliis place, bat it has now left as 
entirely. There has been no new cai^e for a week or more. It 
prevailed here aboat ten days, more Mveroly than at any other 
place of the same size I have heard fh>m. Most of the inhabi- 
tantR, however, were panic-strnck, and fled to the oonntry. 
There were not more than two or three hundred left. There 
were about seventy oases, and aboat tweuty-five or thirty deaths, 
besides a large number of deaths from steamboats. I did not 
leave town daring its prevalence. I thought it was about as 
safe to stay here. I did not care much about it any how. 
I had none of the symptoms of the disease, and was never in 
better health in my life. 

We are on the tip-toe to hear the result of the Presiden- 
tial election — ^but I fear there is no chance of defeating 0]d 
Hickory. Louisiana has gone for Jackson ; Kentucky, howevei; 
has redeemed herself, and gone for Olay by a large minority. 

We are now waiting, with tlie utmost anxiety, to hear from 
your great State of New York. Pennsylvania, I fear, has gone 
for Jackson. 

I received yoar letter a few days rince, and am extremelj 
sorry, I assure you, to hear tliat you have suffered so much from 
the effects of the cholera on bu:«iness. I trust by the next time 
you write, your pro9|)ects will be better. Business here is, also, 
very dull at present. 

Washington Irving pas^sed down the other day. He stopped 
here a few hours. I was much pleased with him. 

Write me again soon, and believe me 

Y jur affectionate br ither, 

s.a 
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^O HIS B18TBB ABBT. 

Dbab Suteb: — 

I wrote to mother a few days since, informing ner 
of my arrival in this place, and promising, before I left, to write 
to yon. It is with pleasure that I redeem my promipe. I 
expect to leave in a day or two, thongh it is somewhat nnoer- 
tain, inasmnch as I have not yet finally arranged the basioeea 
on which I came. That business, as I mentioned in mother's 
letter, relates to some land-olaims. I shall get away this week 
certainly— for I am he&itily tired of the place, and extremely 
anxious to return to Missidsippi. It was a sacrifice to me to 
leave my business there, but I thought it would also be of great 
advantage to spend a few weeks at the Federal Oity, and 
become acquainted with the principal men from the different 
quarters of the Uniim. 

And now, I suppose, you will wish to know how I am 
pleased with the Metropolis of the United States, and the people 
and tilings that are therein. On the whole, I have been 
extremely disappointed. Washington Oity is not half so hand- 
some or pleasant a place as Portland. The houses are very 
ordinary, and scattered over so large an extent of ground, that 
it gives the city quite a desolate appearanofr— as if there had 
been a great many fires in it. I was not, however, disappointed 
in the Oapirol. It is a most magnificent edifice, and is the only 
building I have ever seen, which an^^wers fully to the descrip- 
tions of palaces that we read of in novels and story-books. 

The President's House— or, as it is generally called, the 
White House— is also a fine looking building; but is by no moans 
so splendidly furnished as I expected. I had road so much 
about it in the papers, that I thought I should see an oriental 
palace —but on the contrary, moH of the rooms are so plainly 
forninhed as to appear rather deflate and (rhx>my. 

I visited the White House in company with one of the Sen*- 
t^rs from Mississippi ; and was introduced by him to th« 
President, with whom we chatted about fifteen minuteck. 
(General Jackson is an old looking men, and answers very waO 
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to t*i« prints yoa see of hira in the shops. I think him ahont / 
■B fit to be President of the United States as I am. Bat I ought/ 
not to talk so — ^for, for angiit I know to the contrary, jon ana 
A. may, both of yoo, be *^ Jackmm men^^ and then I have g« 
myself into a pretty scrape I 

I have seen nearly all the great men of the nation, and have 
become acquainted with some of them. Hereafter I shall have 
a much less opinion of great men. They are by no means so 
much superior to the rest of mankind, a^ they are apt to imagine. 
Tou have no idea how destitute of talent more than one-half 
the Members of Congress are ; nine out of ten of your ordinary 
acquaintance are fully equal to them. There are, however, 
some truly great men here — ^among the foremost of whom are 
Webster, Clay, and Calhoun ; 1 com^ider these the three moat 
talented men in the nation. 

I am glad to hear that W. will be married in the spring; 
I think it will increase his happiness. If he marries Angelina 

H . he will marry an excellent girl, and I know of no one 

whom I should be more pleased with as a sister-in-law. She is 
an old friend of mine ; you must remember me to her with my 
host rcsi>ects. My love to you all. 

Your affectionate brother, 

SiaBQorr. 



TO HI8 MOTHIB. 

TioKSsirM, March 10, IStt. 

Mr Dkab Mothsb: 

More than the usual delay has occurred since I 
▼ rote last ; but, in fact, I have just got home— having been 
deta:ne<l more than twice as long a^ I expected. I did not leave 
Washington City till the first of March, although I was in daily 
expectation of leaving for three or four weeks bef(»re that time. 

I believe I told yon my butiiness there. I was employed to 
argue a CHse in the Supreme G>urt, and for more than three 
weeks I attended the Court every day, expecting to get it tried* 

6 
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[ succeeded at .agt ; and had the honor ol addressing thslf 
Honors the Jadges of the Supreme Ocurt of tne United States. 
f made a speech three or four hours long ; and I suppose yon 
w'lU 9a,v, I have acquired a great deal of hrass since I left bomsi 
when I tell von I was not at all abashed or alarmed in address* 
ing so grave a set of men.* 

Had I had any idea of being detained so long, yon would have 
f»een me at home ; but I did not dare to leave Washington for fear 
tlie case would come on in my absence. I ought to have got 
buck here more than a montii ago, and the consequence is that 
my bur^ness has suffered materially. Having been very careless 
in the collection of my fees, I liave lost a good deal the past 
winter by the failure of several individnnls, who owed me oon« 
sidernble sums of money. I fear, tlieretbre, I shall be compelled 
t(» disappoint you — but still more, myself— of my expected trip 
?i<>me tliis summer. I could sit down and cry about it, like a 
child, if it would do any good. 

I have Just returned from attending court about forty miles in 
the interior, and have to start to-morrow to attend another still 
further distant. We have no stages here, and I go to all these 
courts on horseback. I think nothing of riding fifty miles a day. 
I ride a great deal, and have no doubt it has contributed mucli 
to my health, while use has made it a very pleasant exercise. 

1 nope you will not think hard of my having again disap- 
pointed you in the virit, which we all anticipated with so much 
pleasure. Indeed you must not; for that would double my 
re^cret, which is great enough already. It is not any want of 
affection for you all, but the desire I feel to assist my brothers 
and sisters, that has induced me to forego, for another year, the 
delight of coming home. And I well recollect tliat one of tha 



* ** When yoang in 7«arB and jronng m a lawyer, he appeared beftore tiM 
Bnpreme Ootirt of the United States, and hie pleadlnp, in eplte of hta youtbftd Ire 
•nd htf hlj-wroofht flincy, were lo happily fortlfled by deep reading and deep 
Ihooght, ai to Instantly attract the notice of Chief Justice Marshall, and eall Ibrlli 
¥Mn that master-mind Involuntary praise.**— 7. JB» Thorp^% 
Wbli Review, ISftl. 
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last iojunctions of mj dear father, just before h]9 death, waa 
that I sbonld asttidt the cliildren ; and he Memed to hare a con- 
ii lenoe that I shoald, one day, be ab?e t4> do so. My love to ycA 
all, and don't forget to write often. 

Yonr aflfectionate son, 

SSABGBNT. 



TO HIS BBOTHSB WILLIAM. 

TKWUBa, AprO 80, IMS. 

DxAB William: — 

I have Jost retnmed from attending the Oircuit. 
I have been gone ever since I wrote yon last, and have had a 
pretty rough time i»f it. I liave been east of Pearl River. I 
travel entirely on horseback, and have had to swim on my 
linrse, over creeks and bayons tliat would astonish yonr northern 
]ieop]e, wliose roads are all turnpiked. Beytmd Pearl River, I 
•'ad to ride, and repeatedly to swim, through a swamp four miles 
in extent, in which the water was all the time up to the htirse's 
belly. What do you think of that for a lawyer's life ? It would 
kill yonr New York cockneys in a week. To these lianl ride^ 1 
attribnte. as much as to any other cause, the excellent health 
which I have always enjoyed. 

The cholera has appeared again in New Orleans, and all 
along the MisMSKippi. The boat* are full of it., and we have 
had several cases here. I fvel, however, no apprehennion on the 
subject. I hope yod will not have it ai$ain in New York, as it 
bore so hardly on you l&st year. 

Mr. Hns^ton will be in New York by the time this letter 
reaches there. He passed up the river the other day ; I intended 
to have written yon by him, bnt did not see him when he passed 
Acre. I wish you would find him out, and he can tell yua aU 
aooQt me. 

Tour affectif^mate brother, 

Sbabosht. 
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TO TBR 9A.M1. 



TiGKlBUM, /mm M, UHL 

DiULs Brothxr: — 

I have just returned from spending several weeks at 
I^atohetf, and mnoh to my gratification found a letter from yon 
awaiting me in the p«)<>t-offioe. The oholera has been raging here 
to a hombie extent. Every plaoe on the river has suffered more 
or less, and not only on the river but for many miles in the inte- 
rior, the disease has prevailed so as wholly to depopulate many 
plantations; scarcely one has escaped without some loss. In faot, 
the ravages of t>tis terrible epidemic have been much more eztsn- 
sive than they were last year, and Gkid knows when or where 
they will stop. I see the disease is travelling north, and is 
already desolatin(* ibe interior of Kentucky and Tennessee, and 
before long, you mubfc, have it again at the East — ^I would 
advise you by all means, to regulate your business under the 
supposition that you will have it among you this suipmer. 

I have reason to oon^atulato myself upon my escape so 
far without even the sUgLtoot premonitory symptoms, I wim 
never in better health. 

I am glad you opened yoar m\nK\ to me so tttely on the subject 
of your marriage. I agree ))erfo^itly with you ; I believe there 
is no situation in which marriage is not an advantage to a man, 
even in a pecuniary point of view, without menrioniug the incalcu- 
lable increase of happineM which must result from a welVassi>rt«>d 
matoh. My candid and reasonable advice i^, many^ and you 
may rest assured that such a union as yon will form, can never 
impede your success, or advancement in the world. I am sorry 
to hear of Captain U.^s death. Remember me to A-— *-, when 
you see her. 

At presen^ bnsinetn has entirely ceased with us here. Qoods 
are rotting on the mercliants' shelves for want of buyers. Books 
•omeUmes sell here in the winter, but would not sell at all at 
any other season. Law Books sell very high in this eountry, 
but they must be the latest editions. 



QUANTITY OF KNOWLEDGE NOT POWER. 125 

I am alarmed aboat 8., since the cholera has appeared oi 
tiie riTer. Take care of yourself if it comes among yon. 

Tour affecdonate brother, 



TO BIB TOUNOB8T BBOTHIR. 

Ticnmna, Augtui •, IM^ 

DsAB Gbobgx: — 

I am gratified to find yon are pleased with College, 
and properly appreciate its advantages. Let me particniarl} 
recommend to you to coltivate, as much as poMible, your powert 
of elocntion, for which the society yon belong to, will afiTord 
ample opportunity. By this, I mean the faculty of debating* 
of expressing your own ideas in the beet and most effective 
manner. 

Tliis attainment is to every man of the utmost importance. 
It is no less than the power of using hid other attainments, 
for of what advantage is information, unlera one is able to convey 
it and show the world that one possesses it? Indeed, my obser- 
vation of mankind has convinced me, that success in life depends 
not so much upon the actual quantity of knowledge, which a 
man possesses, as U|K>n the skill and fiEu^ility with which he is 
enabled to bring it to bear upon the affairs in which he may be 
engaged. This is particularly true with regard to great men. 
Their greatness consists less in the extent of their knowledge than 
in the way in wliich they use it. There are hundreds, |)erhap8 
thousands, of men in thi United States, who exceed Henry Clay, 
in information on all subjects; but his superiority consists in 
the p<»wer and adroitness with which he brings his informa- 
tion to bear. I would again press before any other acquisition, 
that of expresMing forcibly and with ease any idea, which the 
mind may entertain. This faculty is attained with difficulty in 
af^er life, but with ease in youth, at College, and nowhere so 
Well 98 in the Debating Societies of such Institutions. 
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TO HIS MOTHSB. 

Yimuia, Auff. ST, IML 

Mt Deab Mother: — 

Though I have nothinf? new to tell yoa, I believe 
It is aboQt time to write you according to my una! custom. But 
were it not that yon assure me to the contrary, I slionld expect 
yon to have become heartily tired of the frequency and duUnesa 
of my letters. 

I am glad yon are reconciled to tlie di^iappointment in regard 
to my visit this summer ; for I assure you I have suffered as 
much regret on your account as on my own, and that is by no 
means sinall. 

I start to-morrow to attend the Oonrts of several oonnties In 
the interior of the State. I go on horpebaclc, and shall have a 
long but healthy ri«1e of «t before I get back. I suppose I shall 
have to ride altogether at letLAl 250 miles, so you see a lawyer's 
life in this country is by no means a lazy one. 

Since I wrote last, I have formed a partnership in the practice 
of my profession, with a gentleman of the name of Guion.* He 
is a good lawyer and a very excellent man. He has been for 
many years practising in tliis place. The partnership is a plea- 
sant one, and I think will prove advantageous to me. 

Tour anxiety about S., cannot be greater than mine. Still, 
I cannot think anything has befallen liim. If so, we must 
some of ns have heard of it. An acquaintance of mine is juM 
going fVom this place to St. I^uis, and he has piH)mi$ed me that 
he will make a thorough inquiry ab«>ut him ; and if he has been at 
St. I^uis at all, I think I cannot fail of getting information. II 
I cannot learn something shortly, I shall go up to St. Louis 
myi^elf, for tiie purpose of ascertaining liia fate. As I said before, 
I cannot believe any accident has befallen him, notwithstanding 
his long silenoe. 

My own impression is, that he must have Joined one of those 
trading or hunting companies, that are continually leaving St» 



* Hod. John L Ooioa. 



IJETTERS. Itl 

Louis, and are freqaently absent two or three years at a Itlme, io 
the For West. 

Yoa ask me, my dear mother, my sentiments on the inbjeot 
of religion. I hardly know what answer to make yon. I oannot 
pretend to say that I haye experienced any change on that sub- 
Ject since I left home. I tmst the pions manner in which I was 
edacated, and the excellent examples, which T had in my parental 
of the value of religion, will induce me never to look upon it 
otherwise than with respect and reverence. In all its great 
principles, I also trust, I have implicit belief. I confess that with 
regard to what is called eonvernon^ I never well underst4)od 
It. So far as religion teaches ns to do good, and tu abstain from 
evil, I acknowledge its excellence, and hope I am not entirely 
without its inflnence; but the distinction of sects, and the 
necessity of belonging to any one of them, as well as a great 
many of the abstract articles of belief — considered essential 
by some denominations, by others not — ^are all beyond 
my coic prehension. If I am wrong, it is from want of nnder* 
standing snd not from willfulness. Whatever may be my notions 
on this matter, however, I trust the time will never come, when 
I shall be forgotten in the prayers of my mother. My love to 
yon all. 

Toar affectionate son, 

SlABOKNT 



TO HIS aiBIBB AHHA. 

TnoBuaa, Ifto, n, 18ML 



DiAB Sutkb: — 

In gratitude for yonr kind letter, of Nov. IStli, 
which I have Just received, I shall make you my correspondent 
this time. Your letter both pained and gratified me. I was 
deeply alarmed, as yon may well suppose, to hear that our dear 
mother had been suffering from so severe an illness; but my 
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Joy was also very groat to learn, nt the same time, that all dan 
ger waa over. I am very glad yun did not write ine till yov 
coald g've me the good news wiUi the bad ; for I should have 
suffered u ore than I can express, at the idea of even a possi- 
bility of losing a parent, whom we all have such reason to love. 
If the very thought of such an event makes me tremble, what 
would the reality be? 

And you too, my sweet sister, have been ill, bnt yon mni^t 
not be so any more. I siiall take it very unkind of you, if you 
are — ^you know I have never been sick, nor caused yon any 
alarm on that score. 

However, your epistle is so sprightly and good-humored, that 
I cannot think the fine spirits which it exhibits can be accom- 
panied by very bad health. If you are as spriglitly and amusdng in 
conversation as you are in letter-writing, I imagine there will be a 
noisy house, when we meet, and it will require all otir sober and 
demure sister Abby^s authority to keep us quiet. And tlien wo 
shall have such delightful quarrels ; indeed I have one with yon 
now, and won^t wait till I see you. 

What I you think to put me off with some old maid, do 
yout Now I can tell you, thnt when I get to be rich (which I 
mean to be one of these days), and own a cotton plantation, 
and all that — the youngest and pretticiit of your girls will jump 
at the chance of marrying — not your poor brother Seargt-nt 
— but his fortune. You giils, are all very romantic when yon 
talk about love and marriage; but when you came to act on the 
subject, yon can have as sharp an eye for the ^^ main ehanee^^ 
as any of us, mercenary men. There, now, I tliink I have 
thrown down the gannrlet, and I have no doubt you will take 
it up and belabor me well for what you will call my vile slander, 
But| dear mel I am writing a very simple letter, and haven*t 
Tiwm enough left to redeem my character in — I must, thereforai 
to use a professional phrase, *' throw myself upon the mercy of 
the Court^" and if you punish me at all, do it by writing a lottei 
aqoally simple. But good by. God bless you all. 

Your affectionate brother, 

PlABOBBT. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Ae loQthwwt a Qiurter of a Oentury ago— Hostile Meet.ng with Oen. Fto ola 
rieqaoncy of DueU In MInlnippi at that time— Lord BacoD*i Opinion of thii 
** Deiperate EtH," it* Oanaet and Oure— Letters Homo— Rapid Increase of 
Bosinesa— Seoollections of him when rkUng the Oiroolt— A Night's Imjwison- 
men t Eu logy on Lalkjette. 

&T. 24—26. 1888—1886. 

The Southwest, tweotj-fiye or thirty years ago, was a 
conntry very different from what it dow is. The emigrant 
character of a large part of the population, the adyen- 
taroas spirit of the new-comers, most of whom were 
yonng men in qaest of fortune, the absence of many of those 
restraining inflaences and domestic habits which mark an 
old established community, the sharp competitions of busi- 
ness and professional rivalries, almost wholly unchecked by 
previous acquaintance or familiar ties of friendship and 
kindred — ^these, with similar causes, naturally engendered a 
peculiar and anomalous state of society. Every man stood 
on the arena of life, alone and nnpropped ; his sole armor 
was his own native strength of will, courage and intellectual 
prowess. If he lacked either mental or physical nerve, the 
gate of fortune seemed barred against him. This was, no 
doubt, a severe school both for the trial and development 
of individual character ; but it was a school which few 
could pass through, even successfully, without learning 
much of evil as well as of good. 

The vices which usually infest such a condition of society 

ft* 



130 MEMOIR or S. S. PRENTISS. 

vrere not wanting here ; intemperance,* skepticism, profane 
iiess, gambling, and fashionable dissipation — not to speak 

* In reterenoe to the drinking habits of soelety in Mluisaippt, at this time, a few pat^ 
■ages may be cited to advantage, from a highly interesting article, commnnicf.ted to 
the Boston Medioal Jtmmal^ of 1858, by Dr. Oartwright, a veteran physician of tht 
Southwest. Nothing could be more instructive, or Impressive, than such statisttea. 

'* The writer is one of three physicians, who located in Natches thirty years ago. 
The new-comers found only otis practitioner in the city belonging to the sam« 
teaperance school with themselves. The country and villages, within fifteen miles 
around, afforded only three more. All the rest believed in the hygienic virtues of 
alcoholic drinks, and taught that doctrine by precept and example. Besides the 
practising physicians, there were ten others in the city and adjacent country, who 
had retired from tlie profession. They were all temperate. Thus, including the 
new-comers, the total number of temperance physicians, in and near Natches, 
thirty years ago, consisted of seventeen. Of these, five have died: Dr. Henry 
Tooley, aged about seveuty- Ave years; Dr. Andrew M*Oreary, aged seventy; Dr. 
J. Kerr, sixty ; Dr. Wm. Dunbar, sixty ; Dr. Jumes A. McPheeters, forty-nine. In 
1828, the averHge ugea of the seventeen was about thirty-four years. According to 
the Carlisle Tables of Mortality, and those of the Equitable Insurance Company of 
London, seven, instead of five, would have been the ratio of mortality In England. 
Those at present living are, Drs. D. Lattlmore, W. Wren, Stephen Duncan, James 
Metcalf, W. N. Mercer, G. W. Grant, J. Sanderson, Bei\Jamin I*. Young, T. G. Elliott, 
—— Phoenix, Professor A. P. Merrill, and the writer. 

" On the other hand, every physician of Natches and its vicinity, thirty years ago, 
whether practising or retired, who was In the habit of HppUng^ as the practice of 
drinking alcoholic beverages is called, has long since been numbered with the dead I 
Only two of them, who were comparatively temperate, lived to be grey. Their 
aversge term of life did not exceed thirty-five years ; and the average term of llfli 
of those who were in the habit of taking alcoholic drinks firequently between meals 
and in an empty stomach, did not reach thirty years. In less than ten years after 
they commenced practice, the most of them died, and the whole of them have sub- 
sequently fallen, leaving not one behind in olty, country, or village, within twenty 
Biles around. 

** To fill the places of those who died or retired Arom the profendoa, sixty- two 
medical men settled In Natches and its vicinity, between the years 18S4 and 188S» 
embracing a period of ten years ; not counting those of 1888, already mentioned. 
Of the sixty-two new-comers, thirty-seven were temperate, and twenty <flve used 
alcoholic bevereges between meals, though not often to the extent of producing 
intoxication. Of the thirty-seven who trusted to the hygienio virtues of Nature's 
beverage— plain, unadulterated water-4ilne have died, and twenty-eight are living. 
Of the twenty-five who trusted to the supposed hygienic virtues of ardent spirits, af 
are dead, except three ! and they have removed to distant parts of the country 
Pcaee be to their ashes 1 Though mostly noble fellows, misled by tht deceltfVil 
lyran, singing the praises of alcoholic drinks, to live too fast, and to be out off In 
the outset of usefU manhood. It Is to be hoped they have not lived In vain ; as by 
Ihttr saerlfiee science has gained additional and important proof of the fUlaoy of 
ths theory which attributes health-preser'ing properties, n a Soutbem cUmat«» li 
alooboUo beverages la any shai^e or form.** 



THE SOUTHWEST TWENTT-FIVE TEARS AGO. 131 

now of duelling— were sadly prevalent. It would be a 

great volume, writtm within and vnthout with lamentation^ 

which should record all the melancholy and tragical ends to 

which young men of finest promise — the pr de and hope of 

some of the best families in the country — were brought by 

reason of these enemies : and such a story, if faithfully and 

candidly told, would, perhaps, often call forth our pity 

and charity quite as strongly as our moral censure. In 

truth, the temptations which beset a young man of talents, 

wit and companionable temper, in Mississippi, twenty-five 

or thirty years ago— especially if he came from the North, 

and was unprotected by high religious principle^were like 

a burning Jury fumau ; one can only marvel that anybody 

escaped. The free and habitual use of intoxicating drinks 

was at that time, to be sure, pretty general throughout the 

country ; but gambling, and a profane disregard of the 

sabbath,* public worship, and other institutions of Christian 

society, were, nnquestionably, much more common in the 

Southwest than among the same class at the North. It w&s 

rather a fashion, and the mark of high spirit for young men 

of education to be skeptical, and to shoot the keen — alas I 



* ** When Mr. PBonnaB wu » member of the leglilatare, a propoiitlon wm Intro- 
dneed to rant, on the part of the State, a lot of land at Jaekaon — the neirly located 
•eat of GoTemment— to each denomination of Chrietiani, for the erection thereon 
of a house of worship. The proposal encountered opposition; whereupon Mr. 
PlBin'm rose to speak on it — no one knowinf which side he was goinr to take^and 
poured forth one of his most eloquent speeches in behalf of the law. He described 
fbe happy eflbct of the obeerrance of the Christian Sabbath upon a community, and 
fhe Tices which spring out of its Tiolatlon ; drawing, in the course of his reroarke. 
a TiTid picture of a New England youth, ingenuous, firee from moral stain, straying 
from his naUre hUls to the far South, and there, on some bright Sabbath morn— 
DO churchogoing bell warning him of his danger— seduced by one grown grey in sin 
into a ruinous game of cards, when he should— and, perhaps, had there been ahouM 
•f Ood near by — ^would have been yery differently engagad. 

** The law passed in due form ; and now each of the denominations haTe a |riaee 
Wherein they can worship. Qod according to the d states of their own oonsolenoee * 
LttUrfrom W, C, 8, 
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too often poisoned — arrows of their wit at the sacred tmtht, 
records, and venerable observances of religion. The tone 
of much of the popular literature, the Byronic rage and 
misanthropy, the inflnence of a flippant and shallow Biblical 
criticism echoing from across the water ; and, let the troth 
be told, the revulsion from not a little cant, morbid feeling, 
and narrow prejudice, which were mixed up with the 
genuine piety of the country ; these all conspired to make 
many a young man talk and act like an infidel, whose edu- 
cation and real principles were far above such conduct. 
But there were others whose early associations, and whole 
training alike fitted them to be scoffers ; young men of 
talent and liberal culture, perhaps, but who had never 
known a religious home, and whose conception of Christi- 
anity was derived, not from the New Testament, but from 
the writings of Thomas Paine, Mr. Jefferson, and the 
French infidels. It was a favorite custom with this class to 
deride what they called ** conventionalism,*' in which they 
included, not merely the factitious rules and empty formal- 
ism of society, but much of its substantial morality ; that 
morality which separates between virtue and vice, and 
stamps the latter with public dishonor. 

It would be hardly possible to appreciate the following 
narrative without some knowledge of this darker phase — 
for it was but one of the phases — of the social life of Missia- 
sippi, a quarter of a century ago. 

On the 6th of October, 1833, a duel occurred between 
Hr. Prentiss and Gen. Henry S. Foote, late Governor of 
Miasissippi. They met at sunrise, on the Louisiana side of 
the river, opposite Yicksburg, and fought with pistols ai 
teu steps. The former writes, a few days later — *' I threw 
up my pistol as I fired, not intending to hit him at all, but 
BO near had I been to killing him that my ball, even aa I 
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threw up my pistol, hit him on the shoalder, slightly 
woandiog him in the flesh." 

His correspondence with his elder brother, describing iti 
cause and circumstances, together with the reasons, which, 
ill Ills view, justified his couduct, lies before me ; but no good 
end would be secured by its publication. Not long after, a 
second meeting took place, in which Oen. Foote was 
wounded. These were the only duels which he ever fought. 
In later years, he and Gen. Foote became warm personal 
friends. During his last visit North, allusion was made, in 
his presence, to certain unhandsome reports touching that 
gentleman — then Senator in Congress — and which grew out 
of the above duels. I shall not soon forget his mingled 
expression of mortification and regret, or the energy of 
tone, with which he affirmed their entire falsity.* 

It is not to be supposed that he could so far depart 
from the principles in which he had been trained, as to fight 
a duel without some inward struggle and misgiving. He 
well knew that such an act would not only be regarded 
with severe disapprobation throughout New England, but 
would pierce with anguish the hearts of those, who were 
dearer to him than life. The latter consideration, in parti- 
cular deeply affected him. After the first meeting with Oen. 
Foote, an old friend, R. T. Archer, Esq., of Port Gibson, 
congratulated him on his escape from the necessity of tak- 
ing the life of a fellow-man. He instantly burst into tears, 
and alluding to his mother, replied with deep pathos, that 
no one could imagine his relief.f 
But he was young, high-spirited, reckless of couf equences, 



* In a letter, dated " Sbiam CMAunat— August SI, 1S60,** Oen. Foote writei; 
**ToDr brother*! lamented demiae shocked my aenBibilitles, I aiaure yon, most pro- 
ftwndlj, and I believe that few of hie sarTiyinf frlendt, numerous as I know th«a 
to be, have been more dlstf essed than myself, at his unexpected deeease.'* 

t Ub expressed the utmost solicitude lest his mother should know of the alfitlr, and 
K is a slcffttlar fkot, that she never did until after his death. In a letter to his 
elder brother, dated October IG, 1883, he writes :— ** F n the 'ast three or four weck^ 
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aud duelllDg was, among men of the world, an established 
custom of the country. He had persuaded himself too^ 
that not only his own reputation but that of New England 
was at staka ; he fancied he was challenged because he waa 
" a Yanket, and would not fight." 

In answer to a letter from his youngest brother, strongly 
remonstrating with him respecting his conduct, he wrote : — 
'* I am very sorry you heard at all of my foolish scrape. I 
regretted the occurrence as much as any one. I neither 
sought the difficulty nor sent the challenge, but having 
received it under the circumstances that existed, I could not 
liave acted differently from what I did. If I had, I should 
have lost my own self-respect, and life itself would have had 
no further objects for me. I know that with your principles, 
no excuse will be sufficient in such a case. I am no advocate 
of duelling, and always shall from principle avoid such a 
thing, as much as possible ; but when a man is placed in a 
situation where if he does not fight, life will be «endered 
valueless to him, both in his own eyes and those of the 
community, and existence will become a burden to him ; 
then I say he will fight, and by so doing, will select the 
least of two evils. I know you will say that such a 
case as I have supposed, cannot occur ; but, brother, I 
think you are mistaken, and such cases may occur, but not 
often. However, I trust I shall never again have occasion 
to act in such a matter. You may rest assured, that I 
shall never seek a quarrel, and shall always avoid one, so 
long as I can do so, and retain my self-respect." 

The practice of duelling was, at this time, frightfully rife 
throughout the Southwest, particularly in Mississippi. 

I liATe haA wme botloMi on ngr hands, whtoh bM prerented mj wriUng, and 
whioh I tlilnk It will puale joa to gatn, I will teU yon, bat you iniut not tor 
Uie worll let BMth«r have the slightett hint about It I hare fought a duel.**— Hi 
•dde at the end of the letter : ** Mother must on no account hear a word of thi% 
for I know her rellgloua feelings and prhicipU i are to opposed to what I hare doo<t 
that It wuttld o\ase her much uneasineM.'* 
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Ilaman life uad grown so cheap, that " it was set at the 
|>rice of words, and every petty scorn and disgrace conld 
have no other reparation ; nay, so many men^s lives were 
taken away with impunity, that the very life of the Law 
was almost taken away nnder a reverend name of honor, 
and reputation." '' It is a miserable effect,'' says Lord 
Bacon, from one of whose charges the above words are bor- 
rowed, "my lords, it is a miserable effect, when young 
men, full of towardness and hope, such as the poets call 
' aurorsB filii,' sans of the mornings in whom the expectation 
and comfort of their friends consisteth, shall be cast away 
and destroyed in such a vain manner ; but much more, it is 
to be deplored when so mnch noble and genteel blood 
should be spilt upon such follies, as, if it were adventured in 
the field, in service of the king and realm, were able to make 
the fortune of a day, and to change the fortune of a kingdom.** 

How many sweet homes, now desolate for ever — how 
many happy domestic circles, shattered past cure — how 
many sorrow-stricken hearts throughout the land, bear 
terrible witness to this '' miserable effect I'' 

If a veracious narrative of all the duels, and street-fights, 
which have ever occurred in the single State of Mississippi, 
inclnding an honest account of all their evil consequtnces, 
in the subsequent history of the survivors, as well as of 
the families and relatives of the parties, if such a narra- 
tive could be written and published, it would " a tale 
onfolo," which no man, not utterly heart-hardened, could 
read without a shudder. It is because these bitter and 
remorseful consequences are mainly concealed frcm the 
general eye, or seen only in remote and indirect connection 
with their proper cause, that any civilized community does 
not rise up in wrath, and put the stamp of infamy and 
reprobation upon this murderous custom. That instead of 
Ihis, it should be still winked at, if not countenanced, hi 
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men of highest standiiig aud respectability, throaghoat largt 
sections of the Union, especially that it shoald be permitted 
to infase its fatal taint into the yeius of the rising society 
of the Pacific — is a matter worthy of profound lameiitatioiu 
Civilization mast have apostatized very far from the GhristiaOp 
or even a refined ethical type, where this barbarous insti- 
tution is tolerated.* 

^ Id the above remarks, a paragraph Is quoted from " The charge of Mr Vrancls 
Bacon, KDifrhi, the King*! Attomej-Oeneral, touching Duels."— Jkiooi»*« Wcrtt, 
Tol. vt, p. 108. Montague's edition. 

The reader may not be unwilling to see the opinion of the same great Jurist and 
Philosopher, In referenoe to the causes and cure of this " desperate otII.'* 

"Touching the causes of It; the first motlTe, no doubt. Is a false and erroneous 
Imafflnatlon of honor and credit ; and therefore the king. In his last prodama* 
tlon, doth most aptly and excellently call them bmoUeking duel§. Por, if on« 
judge of it truly, It Is no better than a sorcery that enchanteth the spirits of young 
men, that bear great minds, with a fklse show, 'i^ptfoiM/jlta.** and a kind of 
Batanleal lUnslon and apparition of honor against religion, against law, against 
moral virtue, and against the precedents and examples of the best times, and 
▼aliantest nations; as I shall tell you, by and by, when I shall show you the lav 
of England Is not alone in this point. 

** But then the seed of this mischief being sueh. It Is nonrlahed by Tain diaeoortea, 
and green and unripe conceits, which nerertheleas have so prevailed, as thon^ a 
man were staid and sober-minded, and a right believer touching the vanity and 
unlawfulness of these duels; yet the stream of vulgar opinion Is such, as It Imposeth 
a necessity upon men of value to conform themselves, or else there Is no living or 
looking upon men's faces ; so that we have not to do in this case, so much with 
particular persons, as with unsound and depraved opinions, like the doolnatlona 
and spirits of the air which the Scripture speaketh of. 

** Hereunto may be added, that men have almost lost the tnM notion and under* 
standing of fortitude and valor. Por fortitude dlsttngubheth of the grounds of 
quarrds, whether they be Just ; and not only so, but whether they be worthy 
and setteth a better price upon men's lives than to bestow them Idly ; nay. It la 
weakness and disesteem of a man's self, to put a man's life upon such lledger perform* 
ances ; a man's life Is not to be trifled away ; it Is to be offered up and sacrificed to 
honorable services, public merits, good causes, and noble adventures. It is In 
expense of blood as it is In expeno) of money ; It is no liberality to make a profti* 
lion of money upon every occaslc j, nor no more It is fortitude to make an cAuioa 
of blood, except the cause be of worth, and thus much for the causes tt this evIL 

** Por the remedies, I hope some great and noble person will put his hand to thlf 
plough, and I wish that my labors of this day, m^y be but forerunners to the worfe 
rf a higher and better hand. But yet to deliver my opinion as may be proper 
tor this time and place, there be four thinp that f have thought on, as the 
iflMtoal for the repnrssing of this depraved custom of particular combats. 

•*The first Is, tt-at there do appear and bt declared • ooostant and wttled 
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The year 1884 found Mr. Prentiss in the foil tide of 
professional success ; his legal reputation was now firmlj 

tioo In th« State, to abolish lu For this to athiogf nj lordj, nmt go down at once 
•r not at all ; for thon erery particular man will think himaolf aequitted in hia 
leputation, when ha lecfl that the State takes It to heart, as an Insnlt against th« 
klDf *s power and authority, and thereupon hath absolutely resolTod to master It { 
like unto 'nat which was set down In express words In the edict of Charles IX, of 
France, touching duels, that the king himself took upon him the honor of all that 
took theroselres grieTed or interested for not haTlng performed the combat S« 
must the State do in this business ; and In my conscience tliere Is none that is but 
of a reasonable sober disposition, be he nerer so Tatlant, except it be some ftirloas 
person that is like a fire-work, but will be glad of it, when he shall see the law and 
rule of Stote disinterest him of a Tain and unnecessary hasard. 

** Secondly, care must be taken that this eril be no more cockered, nor the humor 
•t It fed ; wherein I humbly pray your Lordships that I may speak my mind freely, 
and yei be understood aright. The proceedings Of the great and noble oommls- 
•loners martial, I honor and rererence much, and of them I speak not In any sort | 
but I say, the compounding of quarrels, which Is otherwise In use by priTate noble- 
men and gentlemen. It is so punctual, and hath such reference snd respect unto 
the recelTcd concelto, what's before-hand and what*fe behind-hand, and I cannot 
tell what, as without all question, it doth In a fashion, countenance and aulhorlM 
this practice of duels, as if it had In It somewhat of right. 

** Thirdly, I must acknowledge that I learned out of the king's last proclamation, 
the most prudent and best applied remedy for this offence, if it shall please hia 
mi^tF te ™* i^ ^^ ^^ vi< ^^ ^^"^ c*"^ deriae. This oftnoe, my lords. Is 
grounded upon a fUse conception of honor, and therelbre It would be punished In 
the same kind, in «o (rvis reettiHm* pl^eUtur, in quo pMcaL Th« Ibuntoln of 
honor Is the king and his aspect, and the access to his person contlnueth honor In 
life, and to be banished from his presence, Is one of the greatest eclipses of honor 
that can be; If his m^esty shall be pleased that when this court shall censure any 
of these oflbnces in persons of eminent quality, to add this out of his own power 
and dtsdpUne, that these persons shall be banished and excluded from his courtt 
for certeln years, and the conrte of his queen and prince. I think there is no man 
that hath any good blood in him, wm commit an act that shall cast him hito that 
darkness, that he may not behold his sorereigu's face. 

** Lastly, and that which more properly eoncemeth this court ; we see, my lords 
the root of this offence Is stuMK>m, for It deiplseth death, which is the utmost of 
punlthmenta; and It were a Just but a miserable sererity, to execute the law wllh- 
oot all remission or mercy, where the case proreth capital, and yet the late sererity 
In France was more, where, by a kind of martial law, esUblished by ordinance of 
the king and parliament, the party that had slain another was presently led to tha 
gibbet, insomuch as gentlemen of great quality were hanged, their wounds bleeding^ 
lest a natural death should prevent the example of Justice. But, my lords, th« 
sonrM which we shall teke, Is of for greater lenity, and yet of no less efficaeyt 
Vhlch is to punish, In this court, all the middle acts and proeeedlngt which tend to 
the duel, wliich I will enumerate to you anon, and so to hew and Tex the roat tal 
tte branches, which, no doubt la the end wiU kltt the root, and yet prevent Ikt 
sstremlty e( law.** 
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estahlisbed ; the fame, too, of bis eloqaence, wit, and remark- 
able character, was noised abroad over the State. Wber* 
ever he went, he was qoickly encircled bj a crowd of carious 
and eager listeners. Business flowed in npon him from every 
quarter. In November, 1833, he writes to his mother: 
*' Business is very flourishing with me now, and I think I 
have got so well established in my profession, that from 
henceforward I cannot fail to make money very fast. 
Indeed I do not know another lawyer in the State, whose 
business is, at present, better than my own." In February, 
1834, he writes to his elder sister : " I am so pressed with 
business that I can hardly spare the five minutes, which I 
have absolutely stolen from my professional engagements, for 
the purpose of redeeming my promise of writing you once a 
month — a promise which it always affords me gratification 
to perform, and which, I believe, I have not yet vio* 
Ittted." 

The following letters will show the character of much of 
bis practice and the undiminished strength of his home 
affections. 

TO BIB MOTHBB. 

Tnu BUBO, March tt, ISM* 

Mt Dxab Mothxb: — 

I again sit down, as I have so often done before, 
to communicate with those whom neither time nor distanoc has 
rundered less dear to me. On the contrary, if such a thing were 
possible, long absence has rendered my affection for home, and 
those whom it contains, even stronger than it was when I first 
left ytm. 

When I wrote last I believe I told you that I should probably 
start for home in June ; but I shall be disappointed. I have 
lome business placed in my hands, by which I {m\ almost oerw 
tain of making three or four thousand dollars and perhaps more. 
But I am required, for the purpose of attending to it, to remaiB 
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here till the middle or, perhaps, the latter part of sum ner. Tlie 
boi^iness is this : — Some gentlemen of this plaoe have a claim to 
a portion of this towni, and the property to which they lay 
claim is of very great value. They have employed me to inves« 
tigate the case, and I have not the slightest doubt of their suc- 
cess. Much, therefore, as I wish to be with you, my duty and 
ray very love for you all, will not permit me to throw away a 
speculation which bids fair to be so profitable. 

My business generally is very fionrishing, and continually in- 
creasing. I have nothing new to tell you. The times here are 
very bad. The mad course of the President has caused more ruin 
in the country than was ever known before. Money, at present, 
seems to have taken to itself wings, and unless there is some 
change shortly, two-thirds of the people of this country will 
(ail. I am very sorry to see it, though it will make plenty of 
fork for the lawyers. My love to yuu all. 

Tour affectionate sun, 

S. 8. PBxzmas. 



TO THE SAME. 

YiooBirM, May n, ISM. 



Mt Dbab Mothib: — 

I am in debt two letters— one to Abby and one to 
Anna — but I know I am dealing with kind creditors, and consi- 
dering I have been heretofore so punctual, I think I may risk 
throwing myself upon their mercy for this time. The fact is, I 
have for the last three or four weeks been so laboriously 
employed in business that, though I cannot say I have not had 
time to write, yet my mind has not been in a situation to com- 
mune with home and my iHends ; and I hate to write when I 
Lave not time to sit down and enjoy the luxury of thinking 
about you all as long as I please. 

For the last week, among other important business, I have 
been defending a man charged with murder ; and after a long 
and laborious trial, succeeded in acquitting him. To-morrow I 
have to start to a corrt eighty miles in the interior, for the pur 
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pose of defending a man in another case of ranrder. I ja4 
received the letter requesting me to come and defend him ; and 
HR I shall be gone at least a week, I have sat down to write 
(thoogh it is now twelve o^olock at night), lest yon tihonld 
thiolr I had begun to forget you. I have been employed, in the 
last six months, in a good many cases where men were tried for 
their lives, and so far have been always successful. This has 
given me some little reputation in such matters ; and now there 
is hardly a murder or anything of the kind takes place about 
here (and they occur very often), but I am employed on one 
«ide or the other. 

I regret to hear from Annans letter, that G.^s health is bad. 
I think he has acted very wisely in quitting his studies for a 
while, and trying the effects of a trip at sea; I trust it will have 
the desired effect G.^s constitution used to be good, and I 
cannot suppose that his illness will amount to anything more 
than a temporary indisposition. 

Tell the girls I thank them very much for their kind letters; 
and trust they will continue to write often. I have not heard 
from W. for some time. Not a word from S. ; where can he 
be t My kindest and best love love to you all, 

Your affectionate son, 

8. S. PlUDITIBB. 



TO HIB 8IBTBB ABBT. 

TnoBino, Aiif 4, 1884. 

Dbab Sisrr Abbt : — 

I have just received your letter, and think I cannoi 
•pend a part of the Fourth of July better than in answering it. 
I regret very much the misfortune which has befallen our po<ii 
little M in the loss of one of her eyes, which you mention 
in your letter. It p^ems as if the poor girl was born for misfor- 
tune. This additional one will only render it the more incum- 
bent upon us all to be kiud to her. I have been in excellent 
health since I wrote last, and apprehend no danger from sickness 
Uiia summer. We have hml no clioiera yet at Vioksbuig, and / 
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tnist sliall escape it for this season. It prevailed a little npoo 
the river, on the steal aboats, bat at present, I believe, has pretty 
niQch ceased. I told yon, in one of my former lettem, that I 
should be detained here till August, on some important busine^ 
in which I had become engaged. I fear that it will detain me 
even later than that, and should it do so, it is not impossible that 
I may again suffer the cruel disappointment of being compelled 
to defer my visit home. The business I allude to, is of too much 
importance to a<lmit of any neglect I believe I explained the 
nature of it in one of my former letters. I have no doubt I 
shall make by it three or four thousand dollars. I still hope I 
may so arrange the business, that I can leave the first of August ; 
but should I be detained beyond that time, I shall be comfielled 
to postpone my visit till the ensuing spring. There has not, since 
I lett home, been a summer so important to my interests as the 
present; and the very love and affection which I bear you all, 
may compel me to forego the pleasure of seeing you this summer, 
for the mure important pleasure of making myself able to render 
you some assistance. I know it will be a severe disappointment 
to you all, and especially to mother, should I again fail in my 
promised visit. But if I disappoint you once more, you must 
do me the Justice to believe it will be as painful to me as it can 
possibly be to you, and that nothing but absolute necessity shall 
prevent me from coming. 

Fray do not forget to write often ; and with my best love to 
yon all, believe me, 

Your affectionate brother, 

Sbabokht. 



TO HIS HOTHBB AND BIBTKB8. 

imo, AuffuH S8, 1881 



1£t dbab Motbbb Ain> Sistbbb : — 

I suppose, upon seeing a letter dated as late as 
this, at Yicksbnrg, it will be almost unnecessary for me to say 
that I shall i.ot embrace my dear mother and my pretty sisters 
thill samuier. I did hope, notwithstanding the detention which 
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I informed joa of in my previoiu letters, that I still would bt 
able to steal awiiy a oonple of months this tall, and redeem th« 
promise, which I have broken so often tliat I presume by this 
time it has become worthless. But in addition to the business 
concerning which I have already informed yon, there has been 
an alteration in the time of holding several of the most important 
courts, at which my engagements require my personal attendance. 
I start out to attend them in about ten days, so that yon will 
perceive at once the impossibility of my coming home this fall. 
I will n(»t ask yon to be confident that I shall come next year, 
but I feel confident myself that I shall. This much I do most 
solemnly promise, that I will make all my arrangements in busi- 
ness, with an eye to doing so, and nothing but inevitable aoddent 
shall prevent it. 

Since I have been in this country, there has not been a year 
in which I could not have left the State with less sacrifice than 
during the present. I know it will be gratifying ft>r you to learn, 
that I feel almost confident of being able, hereafter, to make at 
least three thousand dollars a year. This year I have attended 
to more business, than all the time I have bedn practising before. 
I have, in particular, engaged in a great many eapital eoMt, 
where men have been tried for murder and other enormous 
crimes, and I have been very successful. Heretofore, I have 
made little money, and even now, the fees for most of my 
business are still owing to me. I hope hereafter to be able to do 
more tor those I love. If my views are not too sanguine, I shall 
be able to gratify myself by so doing. 

I know Anna will langh at me very heartily, when I tell her 
that I have been strongly solicited by some of the most infln« 
antial men in the State, to become a candidate for Congress, 
and, further, that I believe, if I pleased, I could be electa. But 
I have refused without hesitation. I have stated to yoa my 
situation here, no* by way of boasting, but because 1 knew it 
would gratify you^ and because it nright serve as some additional 
reason why I should not sacrifice my prospects, even t» the 
pleasure of Tisiting home this summer. 

1 received Anna's agreeable letter yesterday, and thani hat 
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fifr it The only complaint I havt to make is, that she does not 
rrite often enough, nor does Abby, nor do you, my dear mother. 
You oaunot tell how gratified I was to hear that 8. was in the 
land of the living. The moment I can get two weeks to spare, 
I shall go to Mobile, and find liim out My love to you all. 

Your affectionate 

Bbaboxht. 



TO HIS 8I8TEB ABBT. 

TMEwnw, D^oemher 10, 1884. 

Dbab S18TBB Abbt: — 

Most of my letters of late have commenced with 
apologies for my negligence in not writing more regularly. But 
really it is now impossible for me to write as regularly as I used 
to do. My business compels me to be absent from Vicksburg at 
leaat half my time, and this in periods of a month or two months 
together. While away from Vicksburg, I find it out of the 
question to sit down with any pleasure for the purpose of com- 
muning with those I love. Surrounded, during the whole time 
of my absence, by noisy and boisterous people— overwhelmed 
and perplexed by complicated business — subject every moment 
to be intruded upon by the calls of clients — I become so vexed 
aud^ harassed, that when I return to Vicksburg and find a letter 
from home, and thee sit quietly down in my office to answer it, 
as I am now doing, it seetns as if I had gotten into a new world. 
Indeed it is the greatest luxury I enjoy. 

1 found on my return from court, a day or two since, a letter 
from you and also one from Anna. I am much pleased that you 
are spending the winter in New York. It will afford you so 

I luch gratification, and W and A , too. But more tliai: 

all, I am pleased with the advantages which you will necessarily 
derive from a residence there for a few months. It will enable 
you to see and know more of the world than years of residence 
ftt home ; and such knowledge is valuable. It opens new sub- 
Jeota for refiection, and still more, teaches one to compare the 
Vleasures arising from intercourse w'th fashionable societj-* 
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with Btrangera who care nothiog fbrjnt yon — nnd tho8e arisinf^ 
from the exercise of the duties and aifeotiocs, which flonrish 
only among those who gather roand the same fireside, and 
form part of the same domestic circle. If I know any tiling of 
the disposition and character of my sweet and gentle slater 
Abhy, she will enjoy fully all that presents itself worth her 
ob.«eryation, during her stay in the great city, but will return 
to the little village with more pleasure than she left it; there 
to resume her former occupation of relieving the cares, and 
Increasing the ei\joyment<*, of one of the beat mothers in the 
world : and no one is better fitted for such an occupation. 

Permit me to act as your banker ; and accept the within note 
to defray such little expenses as you may incur ; ic is from yoor 
brother. I thank you most kindly for your offer to make up 
some linen for me, but I cannot permit it. I had rather you 
would spend your time for your own advantage and not for 
mine. When you have nothing elste to do, read, write, take 
lessons in some accomplishment which you wish to acquire. If 
Hiss Augusta is the same sprightly and lively young lady I once 
knew, she will not hesitate to join you. When you return 
home again, I will avail myself of yonr kindness. 

Hy love to William and his family, and believe me ever 

Tour moat affectionate brother, 

Sm^Bonrr. 

His journeys to attend the Tarions courts in the interior 
of the State, referred to in the preceding letters, were 
generally made on horseback. They still live in the mem« 
ory of his brethren of the bar, who were wont to be his 
companions, among their most delightful recollections of 
him. He was, as has been said, a great lover of natnra ; 
and although the scenery of Mississippi has little of the 
varied beauty and grandeur which mark the landscapea 
of New England, there was yet much in it well fitted to 
excite his imagination. Its gorgeous flora, — the wild splen- 
dor of its vegetation — the colossal forms and sombre aspect 
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of its aboriginal forests, still inhabited by the red man, 
a1x>anding in all sorts of game, and haanted bj savage 
beasts — the lonely roads, traversing sometimes an old. 
Indian trail, and memorable for tales of robbery, murder, or 
other learful tragedies — the dark rivers and shiggtsh lakes, 
filled with alligators, or suddenly crossed by a flock of 
noble deer — ^these things wrought upon his fancy in a sin- 
gular manner.* It was during these long rides through 
the forest, that he was most apt to be in the mood for dis- 
closing the stores of his wonderful memory, or discussing 
high questions of philosophy, government, and human 
destiny. 

One of his friends, referring to this point, writes: "To 
him 

■ A thiaff of boMitjr wm a Joy for orer.* 

His memory was extraordinary. Fused by his glowing 
enthusiasm, it received every impression made on it, deeply 
and indelibly. I remember having once ridden with him to 
a neighboring county court, and during the jaunty conver- 
sations usually attending such journeys ( there were no 
railroads in those days) I would sometimes recite a line 
from Byron, and he would immediately take up the stanza 
and repeat whole successive pages, without hesitation. The 
Siege of Corintk will never be forgotten by those, who were 
BO fortunate as to bo present on those few occasions when, 
among his friends, he would recite it with a look and tone, 
accent, and gesture truly electric." f 

"Your brother was a bold and daring thinker As we 
nave rode together from one court to another, along lonely 



* Tlio re«d«* win 0nd feme graphic deteiiptloiis of the •eenery and rural iporti 
of the SoQthwcet in The INm€ qf ik$ Be^Bunter, by T. B. Thorpe, liq. The pleot 
entitled WUd Turhty /TimiKii^, li a delightful tperinen of word-paintln§. 

tJno. M. Chilton, Kiq. 
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and nnfreqnented roads, I have Fometimes knowu liim to 
push his thoaghts, as it seemed to me, to the catermost verge 
of haman coDception, and then settle for many minntes, into 
painfnl and sickly melancholy, because his intellect conld 
not peer beyond the field of mortal vision. His melancholy 
nerer lasted long, bnt it was intense while it was upon hioL 
Fortunately nature had given him snch animal spirits as to 
prevent the possibility of his becoming a misanthrope, or he, 
the most joyous being that I ever met, might have sunk into a 
moody and miserable man." * 

He was at this time in the very heyday of jovial good- 
nature. Everybody liked him, and he was disposed to like 
everybody in return. The following anecdote will illustrate 
his popularity, and his pleasant temper, while it also throws 
light upon the character of the times. 

"On one occasion he was opposed before Judge Scott 

(now residing in Texas), by George C , afterwards, for 

many years. Judge of the Circuit Court, for the district, 
comprising Yicksburg ; and in the course of the trial, an 
altercation ensued, which resulted in blows. The Judge 
immediately fined both combatants, and ordered them to be 
imprisoned for twenty-four hours in the county jail. Mr 

C , attempted by excuses to get off, but Mr. Prentiss 

(who by the way had been knocked down), rose quite alertly, 
and acknowledging to the Court the justice of the sen- 
tence, added, with significant drollery, that before it 
was carried into execution, he had one request to make. 
The Court granted permission with twi.ikling eye and ill- 
eoncealed mirth. 

** May it please your Honor," said Mr. Prentiss, " I have 
nothing to say against the s&iteno) just pronounced. I 



*Jodgt WnklniMi. 
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have been guilty of nDiuteDtional disrespect to the Court, 
as well as great want of sell-respect. But — but (and here 
he affiected a degree of ndiveli and sincerity, that for the 
moment deceiyod every one), I hope yonr Honor will not 
disgrace me by pntting me in the same cell with Georgf 

1" The bystanders and bar were, of course, ecu 

vnlsed with laughter, and the judge himself could onl} 
restrain his risibles long enough to order the sheriff 
to adjourn the court. Both were conducted to thelT 
respective cells. On that night all the members of the bar, 
and many of the citizens, repaired to Mr. P.'s cell, where 
they spent the night in partaking of a sumptuous supper, 
and enjoying the ezhaustless good humor of their captive 
guest. On the next day, a multitude guarded him from his 
prison to the court-house, and in the bold flight of the 
liberated eagle, every one soon forgot his temporary cap- 
tivity." * 

In the month of August, of this year, he delivered an 
address at Jackson, the capital of the State, in memory of 
Lafayette. It is evidently a hasty effusion, and is said to 
have been written, at a single sitting, a night or two before 
Its delivery. Although it may now sound somewhat extra- 
vagant, even for a eulogy, it only echoed the sentiment 
which pervaded the entire nation, when the news came that 
their beloved friend and benefactor was no more. In one 
of his college letters, he speaks of having seen and shaken 
hands with Lafayette, when the latter visited Portland. 

The following extracts contain the substance of the 
address : — 

Death, who knocks with eqnal band at the door of the oottaga 
and the palace gate, has been busy at his appointed work. 
IComning ptevails throughout the land^ and the countenanoes 



•John M. ChUtMi, 
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of ill are sLroaded in the mantle f«f regret. Far aoroes tkt 
will AtlantiOi amid the pleasant vineyards, in the sunny land of 
France — there, too, is mourning ; and the weeds of sorrow ar^ 
alike worn by prince and peasant. And against whom ha^ 
ttie monarch of the tomb turned his remorseless dart, thai 
kuoh wide-f pread sorrow should prevail f Hark I and the ago- 
nised voice of Freedom, weeping for her favorite son, will tell 
you, in strains sadder than those with which she shrieked at 
Eosciusko^s fall, that Lafatbttb — the gallant and the good — 
has ceased to live. 

The friend and companion of Washington is no morel He 
who taught the eagle of our country, while yet unfledged, to 
plume his young wing, and mate his talons with the lion's > 
strength, has taken his flight far beyond the stars, beneatb^- 
whose influence he fought so well. Lafoyette is dead! , The 
gallant ship, whose pennon has so often bravely streamed 
above the roar of battle and the tempest^s rage, has at length 
gone slowly down in the still and quiet waters. Well migbtest 
thou, O Death I now recline beneath the laurels thou hast won, 
and for a while forego thy relentless task : for never, since, aa 
the grim messenger of Almighty vengeance, thou camest into 
this world, did a more generous heart cease to heave beneath 
thy chilling touch, and never will thy insatiable dart be hurled 
against a nobler breast. Who does not feel, at the mournfol 
intelligence, as if he had lost something cheering from his own 
path through life : as if some bright star, at which he had been 
aocuatomed frequently and fondly to gaze, had been suddenly 
eztinguibhed in the firmament? 

The page of history abounds with those who have struggled 
forth from the nameless crowd, and, standing forward in the 
front ranks, challenged the notice of their fellow-men: bat 
when, in obedience to their bold demands, we examine their 
claims to onr admiration, Imw seldom do we find aught that 
excites our resi>ect or commands our veneration 1 

With wl.at ]>leaonre do wo turn from the contemplation of the 
OsBsars and Napoleons of the human race, to meditate upon the 
character of Lafayette! We feel proud that we belong te 
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Ihe same speoiea : we feel proud that we live in tlie same age : 
and we feel still more proud, that our own oonntry drew forth 
and nurtured tho^e generous virtues, whioh went to form a 
character, that, for love of liberty, romantic chivalry, unbounded 
generosity, and unwavering integrity, has never had a parallel. 

The history of this wonderful man is engraved upon the 
memory of every American. I shall only advert to such por- 
tions of it as will best tend to iUustrate his character. In 1777, 
our fathers were engaged in rescuing from the fangs of the 
British lion, the rights which their sons are now enjoying. It 
was the gloomiest period of the Revolutionary struggle. Our 
army was feeble and unprovided ; an in^nlent and victorious 
enemy was pressing hard upon them ; despondency had spread 
through their ranks. It seemed as if the last hope of Freedom 
was gone. Deep gloom had settled over the whole country ; 
and men looked with a despairing aspect upon the issue of a 
contest, which their best wishes could not flatter them was 
doubtful. It was at this critical period that their hopes were 
renovated and their spirits roused, by the cheering intelligence 
that at Oharleston, in the State of South Carolina, had just 
arrived a gallant French nobleman, of high rank and immense 
wealth, eager to embark his person and his fortunes in the 
sacred cause of Liberty I New impulse was given to the energies 
of our dispirited troops. As the first ray of morning breaks 
upcm the benighted and tempest-tossed mariner, so did this 
timely assistance cheer the hearts of the war-worn and almost 
despairing soldiers of Freedom. The enthusiastic Frenchman, 
tliough but a beardless youth, was immediately taken to the 
affections and the confidence of Washington. Stion, too, did ho 
flesh his maiden sword upon his hereditary foes, and proved, 
n|K>n the fleld of Brandywine, that his blood flowed as freely as 
bis treasure, in the cause he had espoused. That blood was the 
bl(«od of the young Lafayette! And but nineteen summers 
ha I passed over his brow, when he was thus found flghting side 
by side with the veteran warriors of Bunker Hill. But how 
came he here! Born to a high name and a rich inheritance— 
educated at a dissipatinl anl Toluptiio*i8 courtr— married to a 
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yonng and beaatifol woman — liow oaine he to bteak through 
the blandishraents of love and. the temptations if pleasure, nnd 
thus be fooni fighting the battles of strangers, far away in tha 
wilds of Amerioaf It was because, from his infancy, there hal 
grown up in his bosom a passion more potent than all otliers: 
and that passion was the love of liberty. A spark from the very 
altar of Freedom had fallen upon liis heart, and he watched and 
oherislied it with more than vental vigilance. This passionate 
love of liberty — ^this fire that was tlienceforth to glow nnqnenched 
and undimmed, impelled him to break asunder the ties both of 
pleasure and affection. He had heard that a gallant people had 
raised the standard against oppression, and he hastened to Join 
them. It was to him the Crusade of Liberty ; and, like a knight 
of the Holy Gross, he enlisted in the ranks of those who bad 
sworn to rescue her altars from the profane touch of the tyrant. 

More genial far to him were the hardships, the daugen*, and 
the freedom of the American wilds, than the ease, the luxury, 
and the slavery of his native court. He exchanged the voice of 
love for the savage yell and the hostile shout — the gentle strains 
of the harp and lute, for the trumpet and drum, and the still 
more terrible music of clashing arms. Nor did he come alone 
or empty handed. The people in whose cause he was about 
to peril his life and his fortune, were too poor to afford him 
even the means of conveyance, and his own court threw every 
obstacle in the way of the accomplishment of his wishes. Did 
this damp liis ardor? Did this chill his generous aspiration? 
No ; they added new vigor to each. ^* I will fit out a vessel 
myself 1" exclaimed the youthful enthusiast And in spite of the 
sneers of the young and the cautions of the old, the gallant boy 
redeemed liis pledge. Soon a proud ship was seen fiying ^^ fiist 
and falcon-like*' across the wide Atlantic. She landed on 
our shores like a bird of promise ; and by her present aid, and 
hopes of future succor, infhsed new vigor into our almost palsied 
arms. 

Such was the commencement of a career, destined to be mor« 
brilliant than aught of which we read in tale or history, realiilDg 
ihe wildest wishes of youthful enthusiasm, and proving that 



EULOGY ON LAFAYETTB. 15 

the romance of real life often exceeds the &':racgest fictions of 
the imagination. 

From the momeit of joining oar ranks, the joung here 
became the pride and the boast of the whole array. He woo 
the affections of the stern-browed and iron-souled warriors of 
Kew England, and was received with open arms by the warm* 
hea'ted and ohivalrio sons of the Sonth. Though the down of 
manhood had scarcely began to spring upon his cheek, yet wert 
his oonnsels eagerly listened to by the hoary leaders and the 
scarred veterans of the war. On the field of battle, he was 
impetaons an<l brave; in the coonoilf the wisdom of Nestor 
flowed from his lips. 

It is not my intention, nor will the present occasion allow, to 
go into a detailed account of the services rendered by Lafay- 
ette to the country of his adoption. Suffice it to say, that through- 
out the ReTolutionary struggle, with unchanged fidelity and 
nndeviating devotion, he ccmtinned to pcmr forth his blood 
and his treasure in the sacred cause he had espoused; and when 
at lengtli, full of hononi, without one single stain upon his 
bright escutcheon, he returned to his native land, the voices of 
millions of freemen were united in invoking the ble^^ings of 
Heaven upon his head. From thenceforth a halo of glory sur- 
rounded him, and he was hailed by all the world as the Apostle 
of liberty. And well did he deserve tbe title ! For not more 
truly does the needle point to the pole, than did all his feelings 
point to the great principles of civil freedom. 

During the sanguinary scenes of the French Revolution, when 
the people had quaffed so deeply at the fountain of liberty, 
that they became drunk and frenzied with the unusual draughts, 
Lafayette alone lost not his equanimity. He alone dared to 
opi>ose the wild excesses of the Jacobins: and though he was 
unable entirely to stem the maddened torrent, which neemed lei 
loose from iiell itself, yet many are the thanks due to his unwei^ 
ried exertions to restrain that torrent within the banks of law 
and civil order. Throughout those troublesome timet, he waf 
foand at his post, by the side of the constitution and the laws ; 
and when at length the whole foundations oi sf^cietj wert 
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broken up, and the wild current of lioentioaPDees and erinM 
•wept him an exile to a foreign land, still did he hold fttit hit 
integrity. In the gloomy dungeons of Olmutz, the flame of 
patridtisra glowed as brightly and as warmly in his breast, af 
ever it did when fanned by the free breezes of the monntaics. 

l*he dungeons of Olmutz! Wlmt associations are connf:ted 
with the name 1 They form a part of the romance of history. 
For five long years was the Friend of Liberty immured in the 
prison of a tyrant. In vain did tlie civilized world demand his 
release. But what nations could not effect, came near being 
accomplished by tlie devoted exertions of two chivalric yotmg 
men ; and one of them was a South Oarolinian, whose father 
hnd extended the hospitality of his house to Lafayette, when, 
on liis first visit to America, he landed in the city of 
Cliarleston. Strange, that after the lapse of so many yearn, the 
little child who hatl then climbed u(k>u his knee, should now be 
perilling; life for his rescue! There is nothing in history to 
compare witli this romantic episode of real life — ^unless, perhapa, 
the story of the minstrel friend of the lion-hearted Richard, 
wandering through those very doiuinions, tuning his harp be- 
neath every fortress, till at length his strains were answered, 
and the prison of the royal Crusader discovered.* 

But the doors of the Austrian dungeon were at length thrown 
open, and Lafayette returned to France. Great changea, how- 
ever, had taken place in his absence. The flood of the Revolu- 
tion had subsided. The tempest of popular commotion had 
blown over, leaving many and fearfhl evidences of its terrible 
fury ; and the star of the Ohild of Destiny had now become lord 
of the ascendant. Small was the sympathy between the selfish 
and ambitions Napoleon, and Lafayette, the patriot and philan« 
thropist. They could no more mingle, than the pure lights of 
Heaven and the unholy flres of hell. Lafayette refused with 



• The yooof CarollnUui wm OoU Franelt K. Huger, who died Febnutfy, 18H^ 
9\ tiM adTmneed sg« of etghty-two. His oom|ianlon wm Dr. Irio BoQmaa, tt 
FhUadolplilm. They both luffored k »ng InearwraUoa 1b aooMqnoiMM ff 
imeroui adTontiiro.— Id. 
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■oora tLe dignities proffercil by the First GodsqI. Filled with 
vinuoas indignation at his ooontry's fa'^e, he retired from the 
cnpital ; and devoting himself a while to the porsoits of private 
life, awaited the retarn of better times. 

And here we cannot bit pause tor a moment to compare these 
two wonderful men, belonging to the same age and to the same 
nation— Napoleon and Lafayette. Their names excite no 
kindred emotions; their fates no kindred sympathies. Napo- 
leon — the child of destiny — the thnuderbolt of war — the victor 
in a hundred battles — the dispenser of thrones and dominions :— 
hd who scaled the Alps, and reclined beneath the pyramids ; 
who»«6 word was fate, and whot^e wish was law. Lsfayette— 
the volunteer of Freedom — the advocate of human rights — ^the 
defender of civil liberty — ^the patriot, the philanthropist — the be- 
loved of the good and the free. Napoleon — the vanquished 
warrior, ignobly flying from the field of Waterloo: the wild 
bevt, ravaging all Europe in his wrath, hunted down by the 
banded and affrighted nations, and caged far away upon an 
ocean-girded rock: — Lafayette — a watch-word by which men 
excite each other to deeds of worth and noble daring ; whose 
home has become the Mecca of freedom, towards which the 
pilgrims of Liberty turn their eyes from every quarter of the 
globe. Napoleon was the red and fiery comet, shooting wildly 
through the realms of space, and scattering terror and pestilence 
among the nations: — ^Lafayette was the pure and brilliant 
planet, beneath whose grateful beams the mariner directs hii 
barque, and the shepherd tends his flocks. Napoleon died, and 
a few old warriors — the scattered relics of Marengo and of 
Austerlitz — bewailed their chief: — ^Lafayette is dead — and tlie 
tears of a civilized world attest how deep is the mourning for 
Lis loss. Such is, and always will be the difference of feeling 
towards a henefactor and a eonquerar of the human race. 

In 1824, on Sunday, a single ship furled her snowy sails in 
Hie harbor of New York. Scarcely had her prow touched the 
shore, when a murmur was heard amcmg the multitude, which 
gradually deepened into a mighty shout ; and that shout was a 
•hout of joy. Again and again were the heavens rent with the 

7« 
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iMpiring Bonnd. Nor did it cease; for tlie loud strain wm 
carried from city to city, and from State to State, tiU not a 
tongue was »lent thronghoat this wide Republic, from the lisp- 
ing infant to the tremulous old man. All were united in on« 
wild shoQt of gratulation. The voices of more than ten millions 
of ireemen gushed up towards the sky, and broke the stillness of 
it« silent depths. Bnt one note, and but one tone, went to form 
this acclamation. Up in those pure regions, clearly and sweetly 
did it sound — ^* Honor to Lafayette!'' ^'Welcome to th« 
Nation's Guest I" It was Lafayette, the war-worn veteran, 
whose arrival upon our shores had caused this wide-spread, this 
nniverbal Joy. He came among us to behold the independence 
and the freedom which his young arm had so well assisted in 
achieving; and never before did eye behold, or heart of man 
conceive, such homage paid to virtue. Hi:* whole stay amongst 
us, was a continued triumph. Every day's march was an ova* 
tion. The United States became for tutrnths one great festive 
hall. People forgot the usual occupations of life, and opowded 
to behold the Benefactor of mankind. The iron-hearted, grey- 
haired veterans of the Revolution thronged around him, to 
touch his hand, to behukl his face, and to call down Heaven's 
benison upon their old companion-in-arms. Lisping infancy and 
garrulous age, beauty, talents, wealth and power — all, for a 
while, forsook their osual pursuits, and united to pay a willing 
tribute of gratitude and welcome to the Nation's Guest. The 
name of La Fayette was upon every lip, and wherever was his 
name, there Uk) was an invocaticm for blessings on his head. 
What were tlie triumphs of the classic age!*, compared with this 
nnbought love and homage of a mighty people? Take them in 
Itome's best days — ^when the invincible generals of the Eternal 
City returned from their f(»reign conquesits, witli captive kings 
bound to their chariot wheels, and the spoils of nations in their 
train ; followed by their stern and bearded warriors, and sar- 
rouuded by the interminable multitudes of the seven-hilled city, 
shouting a fierce welcome home, — what was such a triumpli, 
eompared with that of Lafnyotte? Not a single city, but a 
whole nation, riting as one man, ar.d greeting him with ao 
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affectionate embrace I One smgle day of such apontaneoite 
homage, wei« worth whole years of coortly adolation; one 
honr might well reward a man for a whole life of danger and of 
toil. Then, too, the Joy with which he mn^t hare viewed the 
fimeperity of the people for whom he had so horoicaly struggled I 
To behold the nation which he had left a little child, now grown 
np in the full proportions of Insty manhood I To see the tender 
sapling, which he had left with hardly shade enough to cover 
its own roots, now waxing into the sturdy and nnwedgeable 
oak, beneath whose grateful umbrage the oppressed of all 
nations find shelter and protection I That oak still grows on in 
its majestic strength, and wider and wider still extend its 
mighty branches. But the hand that watered and nourished it, 
while yet a tender plant, is now cold: the heart that watched, 
with strong affection, its early growth, has ceased to beat. 

Virtue fonns no shield to ward off the arrows of death. 
Oonld it have availed, even when joined with the prayers of a 
whole civilized world, then indeed, this mournful occasion 
would never have occurred ; and the life of Lafayette would 
have been as eternal as his fame. Yet though he lia:^ pa.<«ed 
fironi among us — though that countenance will no more be seen, 
that used to lighten up the van of Freedom^s battle.^ as he led 
her eaglets to their feast — still has he left behind his better part 
^the legacy of his bright example— the memory of his deeds. 
The lisping infant will learn to speak his venerated name. Tli^a 
youth of every ci untry will be taught to look upon his careei , 
and follow in hit foot8tet»s. When, hereafter, a gallant 
people are fighting for Freedom against the oppressor, and 
their cause begins to wane before the mercenary bands of 
tyranny — ^then will the name of Lafayette become a watch- 
word, that will strike with terror on the tyrant's ear, and nerve 
with redoubled vigor the freeman's ann. At that name 
many a heart before unmoved, will wake in the glorious cause ; 
many a sword, rusting ingloriously in its iMsabbard, will leap forth 
to batUe. And even amid the mourning with which our souls 
are shrouded, is there not some room for gratulation f Our 
departed friend and benefactor hns gone down to the graven 
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peacefully and quietly, at a good old age. Ho had performef) 
his appointed work. His virtues were ripe. He had done 
nothing to sully his fair fame. No hlot or sctil of envy or 
calnnioy can now affeot him. His diaracter will stand upon the 
pages of history, pure and unsullied as tlie lilied emblem on his 
oonntry^s banQfiE.3 He has departed from among us ; but he 
haa T ecome again the companion of Washington. He has but 
left the friends of his old age, to associate with the friends of 
Wis ycuth. Peace be to his ashes! Oalm and quiet may they 
rest upon some vine-clad hill of his own beloved land I And it 
shall be called the Mount Vernon of France. And let no cun- 
ning sculpture, no monumental marble, deface, with its mock 
dignity, the patriot's grave : but rather let the unpmned vine« 
the wild flower, and the free song of the uncaged bird — all thai 
speaks of freedom and of peace, be gathered round it. Is^ 
fayette needs no nausolenm. His fiune is minted with • 
Nation's History. His epitaph is engraved upon the hmtU d 



UEITERS HOME. lA) 



CHAPTER VII. 

-Toj»ge to M«rv York— Hii Flrat TIfft Heme— Letters ^fleriooa Aeddent^ 
li dwted a Member of the Legiriatore— lotraaee Into Polltlcia Life— Aoeodote 
of » Backwoods Speecb— Session of the Leglslatare— Letters Homo— VUt tm 
Kenteckj— His Trips ap and down the Mississippi— flcenerj and Scenes ea 
the BiYer— Ylcksbarg in 1886-7. 

Mt, 26-28. 1886—1887. 
8. 8. pbbnti8b to his motrbr. 



Mt Dbab Mothbr: — 

I Lave just returned to Yioksbnrg, after an abseno* 
of six weeks on business. At least two-^thirds of my time is 
spent from home, in attendance upon courts and other profes- 
sional engagements. This is the occasion of the irregularity 
which ha8, of late, crept into my correapondenoe. Thoufrh I 
arrived here but yesterday, I am compelled to leave again t4>- 
morrow, and shall not be back for several weeks. Indeed, my 
business presses me so much, that I have hardly time to write 
the few lines you are rending. 

Our weather lias been exceedingly warm till within two or 
three days, since which time it has been as cold, I think, as I 
ever knew it in Maine. Even now, as I write, I hear the caith 
bursting, and the vessels breathing every iniitant. It seems, 
Indeed, like old times. I think there is nothing now within the 
ordinary occurrences of life, that can prevent my coming home 
next summer. I shall not be able to start till some time in the 
latter part of June. I anticipate a degree of pleasure beyonA 
anything I have known for years, in this visit. 

I am in a great hurry, and will have to crave your indnlgenof 
for so poor an epistle. I know, however, that I can rely ou it 
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for you are well assured that, whatever may be wanting in my 
letters, there is notliing wanting in the feelings and warm affeo* 
tions that dictate them. My love to yoa all; and, with tht 
hope of seeing yon soon, I remain 

Toor affectionate son, 



TO THS 8AMB. 

TionraM, Jfbff 11, WIL 
Mt Db^r Mothxr: — 

For the first time since I have been in this oonn* 
try, I have to inform you that I have been a little indisposed ; 
bat then I have the sadsfaotion of telling yon that I have 
entirely recovered from it, and am again as well as ever I was 
in my life. And what do yon think has been the matter with 
me? Nothing more nor less than the tariolaid. Soon after 
my last letter, I learned that a particular friend of mine at 
Natchez, Mr. Hnston, was lying at the point of death with tiie 
small-pox. I went immediately down to see him, and fonnd 
that he had, indeed, a terrible case of that loathsome disease. I 
stayed with him two or three days, and finding that he had 
passed the crisis, and wonld probably get over it, I returned to 
Yioksburg. As I had a good vaccine mark on my arm, and 
knew you were always careful to have the children vaccinated, 
I felt no alarm — although I conld not recollect that I ever bad 
been vaccinated. But, thanks to your care, it had been done 
and well done ; otherwise I should have had the worst kind of 
•mall-pox. Even as it was, after Laving returned about ten 
days, I had the varioloid, and was laid up for Just a week. 
There was very little eruption, and it will not mark me in the 
alightest degree. I have been out now several days. I am gUd 
of the occurrence, as I now need have no fear whatever of the 
mall-pox. 

I cannot tell even yet exactly when I shall start for home. 
Onr court here is now in session ; but there is one more oourti 
where I have important business, requiring my personal atten- 
tion, which does not sit till the middle of Juune. If that conrt 
ihonld be certain to sit (which I have not yet ascertained), J 
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mast attend it, aid shall not get off till about the first day of 

July — ^that IS tiie furthest, however. I have everything ready , 

and the money now lying in bank, for the trip. 

My love to the girls ; I believe I owe them both a letter ; bat 

ril pay them in talk when I come home. As the tima 

approaches, in which I trust to see you all, I have lost half my 

inclination to write; for I am continually thinking how much 

pleasanter it will be to talk over matters by the fireside, when I 

get home. 

Tour affectionate son, 

8EA.ROBNT. 

He came by sea to New Tork, and was accompanied by 
quite a party of Mississippians. Judge Wilkinson, who 
was one of his fellow-passengers, writes : — 

It was during this voyage (which, owing to long and frequent 
calms, was unusually protracted) that I had full evidence of the 
surprising stores of his capacious and retentive memory. He 
would reoliiie upon the quarter-deck and, hour after hour, 
rehearse from Bhakspeare, Spencer, Milton, Byron, Scott, and 
all the chief poets of England, page by page, in the finest style. 
Many of the best passages I afterwards recognized, as he would 
reproduce them in his public speeches. He kept us all in excel- 
lent spirits during the long voyage; although, with his charac- 
teristic impatience of quiet, he would sometimes wish for a storm 
as a relief from the dead calm of the sea. His mind was in per- 
fect tune. He was not then distinguished in the great world — 
it was Just before his genius burst upon the country in all iis 
splendor. Tiie commonest incident that happened in the shij*, 
was sure to call forth from him some highly poetical and happy 
illustration, or witty remark ; sometimes borrowed, but almost 
always original. A dolphin, for example, was taken ; and as it 
died on the deck, he gave us those beautiful lines from Byron 
about ** parting day."* 

* —— Parting day 
DIm llk« the dolphin, whom each pang tmbaea. 
With a new color, as it gaeps away, 
The last eUU 'treliei', till— *tii gone— and all Is gray. 

^CUiidt Ilarotti, canto IV, ttann It 
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Well, at last tl.e vessel anchored in port, and a day or two 
afterwards, we agreed to take an exoursion together to West 
Point. Here, being entire strangers to every one, we sat at th« 
table d'hote opposite a party qaite distingnished in appearance^ 

one of whom was the attractive and beautiful Miss W , now 

Madame L , of Mobile. Some courtesies of the table pasHed 

between our parties, and after we had withdrawn from the 
dining parlor, Miss W. sent a gentleman to us to request an 
introduction. Pbentiss declined — ^he did not, at tliat time, fre- 
quent the oompauy of ladies — but, upon hearing who the lady 
was, I readily complied. At the end of a pleasant interview I, 
after a long search, found P. lying in the shade on the bank of 
the river, and in a somewhat sad and contemplative mood. I 
rallied him upon liis want of gallantry ; and for the only time I 
ever heard him, he alluded most feelingly to the dwarfed and 
crippled condition of one portion of his body, alleging that as 
his reason for not desiring, and even shunning, the society of 
ladies; and he would not be persuaded tliat any man could 
possess attractions sufficient to obscure such a defect as his. 

Accompanied by his eldest sister, who was awaiting him 
in New York, he reached Gorham in July. He had been 
absent eight years. The joy of his return it were vain to 
describe. I was at Brunswick, and first learned of his arrival 
home by a note from himself, saying he was at the hotel. 
Hastening thither, I found him sitting in a retired room, 
and absorbed, seemingly, in deep thought. He was musing, 
doubtless, upon the past, and upon the varied fortunes 
which had attended him since, nine years before, he bade 
adieu to College scenes. His appearance, at this time, was 
very striking ; and arrested the eye of the most casual 
observer. When animated by conversation, every feature 
of his countenance glowed with intellectual beauty ; his 
smile was peculiarly radiant ; the tones of his voice wtre 
clear and persuasive ; while the shape of his mouth and the 
whole carriage of his head gave assurance of an indomitabli 
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wilL His mother, at first, thought him greatly alterec*, 
bat in a few days the boyish looks came back, and he 
seemed to her, jast as he did on the day of setting oat for 
the Far West. 

He took much delight in revisiting the old homestead--^ 
fishing again in the Great Brook— calling upon the old 
neighbors and his namerous friends at the village and in 
Portland. But it was in the inner home circle that he 
seemed most happy and most like himself. His mannei 
towards his mother was still the same as aforetime ; only 
to the artless love and devotion of boyhood, there was 
added a certain tone of deepened respect and deference, 
which well became his change of years. Not less striking 
was his bearing towards his sisters. His intercourse with 
them was marked by a tender affection, delicacy, and manly 
gentleness, which reflected the very spirit of romantic cour- 
tesy. This journey home was to him a holy pilgrimage. 
For years it had been fondly meditated in lonely hours at 
Yicksburg ; and when he reached the domestic shrine, his 
heart seemed gladdened as by the payment of a solemn, 
long-neglected vow. How quickly the bright hours were 
spent in talking over the past, enjoying the fleet present, 
and laying plans for the future ! 

Thus passed away his first visit North ; a visit which 
served to bind him yet more closely to his New England 
home 

TO HIS MOTHBB AND SIBTBB8. 

IVM, SipL \% 1880. 



Mt Dsar Mothxb and Sutbrb: — 

I arrived safely at Yicksburg about a week sinco, 
and went immediately into the ootmtry to attend a court, which 
had commenced a day or two before. Had I been a few days 
later it would have caused me x>n8iderable injury ; for I have 
got some very good fees by being )re«enU 
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I find my friendi all well, and oar little town nnoommon^ 
quiet, notwiibstandiDg the tmuble Wuich has occurred lien 
duriug the sumtner. There ia no danger of any further dilti^ 
culue:i,and unfortunate as was the necessity of taking the stri»ug 
lueiisures which were adopted to rid the place of a gang i>f 
ruifians who had infested it for years with iiopanity, yet the 
re:>ult is most excellent — not only in regard to this place but 
throughout the Southern country. There is hardly an individaa* 
in the State, who does not approve of the course taken by the 
oiiizens of Vicksburg. 

The excitement growing cat of the insurrection of the slaves 
lias subsided, and not the slightest danger is now anticipated. 
Daring the prevalence of the alarm, there were, throughout the 
State, six white men and about fifteen negroes hanged. I think 
the severe measuren which were pursued, will prevent a recur- 
rence of similar events — ^at least for a long period of time. It 
ought certainly to serve as a warning to the abolitioni»t<, not 
only of their own danger but of the great injury they are doing 
tlie slaves themselves, by meddling with them. 

I wrote you from Looj^ville, informing you that I had met 8., 
and tarried a day with him in Cincinnati. He was well, looked 
well, and said he was doing well. He promised to write ; bot 
lie seems to haye such an antipathy to a pen, that I doubt if he 
wiU. 

I am in daily expectation of a letter from one of yon. I 
lappoee Anna will have returned from New York, and be otf 
for Ipswich, by the time this reaches yon. George must write 
roe all about Oomroencement, and Abby too. My love to you 
•IL Remember me to our friends. GtK)d bye. 

Ever your affectionate, 

SXABOINT. 



TO HIS 6IBTSH ANITA.. 

TlOKSBUM, Dec IS, IMBr 

Deajs Sisns: — 

I reoeiTed yoar kind favor of Oct. last, some twc 
weeks sinoe, and should have written in return before this, \mfk 
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I huve bein qoite ill fVom aii aoculent, which h&yi)6n8d lo m# 
abou^ three weeks ago, and from wiiich I have just recovered. 

I was eating dinner, and by some chance, a hniall piece ot 
)>roken gkss got into my glass, and in di-inking 1 swallowed it. It 
lacerated my throat very nmoh and I have been laid up by it till 
within a day or two. I am now entirely recovered, and as well 
as I ever was in my life, but 1 have had a pretty .severe tim« 
of it, I assure you. I have not written motiier about it at 
all, as it will only worry her, and as there is no harm done, per- 
haps it's not worth while she should know anything of it.* 

I am very glad you are so well contented with Ipswicli. 
Jndeeil it was no small undertaking for you to go alone, and 
introduce yourself at a strange place ; and I would give a silver 
penny to have seen how demure you looked perched up in the 
titage- coach, and starting off like a young knight-errantess to 
»eek your/uTlune, None but Yankee girls have such enterprise, 
1 assure you. Don^t stint yourself at all in your expenses, 
and provide yourself fully with all the books and everything 
else, which you want. 

I t4>ld you in my last letter, that I had had the great honor of 
being elected a member of the Legislature from the notorious 
town of Vicksburg. In about three weeks the Legislature com* 
menoeA its session, and I shall spend the winter at the seat of 
Government— malrtn^ laws instead of expounding them. I 
shall be busier this winter than I ever was in my life before, 
and yon must not be surprised if I do not even find time to 
write as often as usual. Y(»u must not however fail to write ma 
often, and good long epistles. I think you have an uncommon 
fiioulty in letter-writing, which yon ought to cultivate. I admire 
your letters, and assure yon, there is no gratification which I 
reeeive greater than in their perusal. Write me as often at 
you can, and don^t wait for regular answers, and tell me every 



^Thte canialty was mnch more serious than he represents It. for several 
dajs bts life hung by a single thread : hnmauly speaking, nothing sared him bal 
his buoyancy of spirit, and the extraordinary rigor of his constitution. Some time 
•fterwards, he gare me a rery interesting account of his state of mind In pro^c^ 
•f death.->Io. 
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thing yon can think abont. My love to yon, and al« the rest ol 
she folks. Good bye. 

Yonr affectionate brc ther 



TO HIS YOUNGEST BROTHER. 

ViOKninw, '2>M. 9S, 153% 

Dbab George: — 

I am absolutely stealing a few moments from my 
I rofessional engagements to drop you these lines, lest yon might 
s'ippose something evil had happened to me. In truth my 
business presses upon me in an unusnal manner. Three of our 
most important courts are about to commence their sessions 
at the seat of Government, in all of which I am largely engaged ; 
at the same time commences the session of our Legislature, of 
which honorable body, I believe I have informed you, I am an 
unworthy member. This session uf the Legislature will be an 
extremely important and laborious one, more so than any other 
tliat has ever occurred in the State. It will, probably, be pro* 
tracted till spring; so yon see that between making laws 
and expounding tliein, I shall have a busy time of it for the 
next three or four months. We have, among other things, to 
elect a United States Senator in the place of Poindezter. 

We have (the Whigs) gained a great triumph already in Uie 
election ot a Whig Gkivernor, and a Whig m^ority in both 
branches of Legislature. We hope to finish our victory by the 
rejection of Poindezter. At any rate. Van Burenism, which 
heretofore has been all-powerful, is now dead in this State. Bnt 
a truce to politics. My health and business are both good, as 
are also my spirits. Gould I drop in occasionally and see yoa 
all, after the labors of the day are over, I should want nothing 
further to complet<e my happiness. 

1 anticipate a great deal of pleasure in seeing you next year, 
in this country. Ton must certainly come when your engage- 
ment is out with the Academy. I liad a letter some time sinca 
from Reuben N»^, who proposes coming to this cc»untry. 
I }\ave promised to to what I can for him, f he comes. Wliat 
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doM mother say abont moving into Portland, or to New York I 
If I have not time to virite as often as nsnal this winter, I shall 
have time to read ; so write often. My love to yon all. 

Tour affectionate brother, 

Seaboxbt* 



We approach now the period when his public life may be 
said to have commenced. Soon after retnrninfic South, he 
was elected a representative from Warren Coanty to the 
State Legislature, and for the next eight years he was, wit^ 
occasional intervals, ardently engaged in the toil and strife 
of politics. What he thought of this new vocation will 
appear from his letters. When he first went to the South- 
west, and for several years afterwards, he took little interest 
in the party questions of the day. But it was impossible 
for a young lawyer of his talents, eloquence and patriotic 
impulses, to remain long an indifferent observer of public 
affairs. He could not help forming his own opinions about 
what was going on in the political world — nor, once formed, 
could he help boldly expressing them. He became early a 
warm admirer of Henry Clay, and conceived, at the same 
^ime, a corresponding dislike to the spirit and policy of 
Oen. Jackson and his party. 

There are many persons in Mississippi who remember his 
earliest political speeches, and think they were rarely, if 
ever, surpassed for wit, sarcasm, or argumentative power, by 
those of his maturer years. How many an amusing scene is 
recalled by those youthful philippics against Old Hickory I 

Judge Wilkinson writes : — 

I first met your brother at a Oircuit Ooort, for the county of 
-, then a newly settled and border country. The accom- 



modations at our log-cabin hotel were none of the best; and Mr. 
pRXBTisa was wittily, a))d playfully, discoursing of their character 
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to the lawyers, v,ho had gathered aroond him. Attracted hy 
peals of laughter, the hogt — a man of giant proportions and 
Herculean strength — approached in the rear of your hrother, 
and without his knowledge. He listened to the exquisite humor 
of Pbektibs as long as Le could bear it, then 8uddenly and 
abruptly ctmfronting him — ^^ Mr. P." he exclaimed with an oath, 
^* if you don't like my house, sir, you can leave it. There is 
another tavern in town, sir.*' *^ That other tavern is Just the 
place I don't care to go to," quickly replied your brother, " for 
St is worse than yours by far." The "other tavern" keeper 
was at daggers drawn with our host, and this was the very best 
reply he could have made to avoid a knock-down. Tliis was 
proven by the event, for the grim and angry features of the 
giant Boniface soon relaxed into a forgiving and satisfied smile; 
and Mr. Prbntiss was always, after this, a great pet with him. 

Soon afterwards I witnessed another display of liis self-posses- 
sion and readiness under trying circum-stances. He was making 
one of his first stump s])eeches, if not his very first, in the thea 
haekwoadi county of Holmes. It was a powerful invective 
against Gen. Jackson, for his removal of the members of his first 
Cabinet. While he was summing up th j excuses the Democratio 
party alleged for the act, he was suddenly confronted by a 
fellow holding up a large flajr, with nothing on it but the words 
" Hurrah for Jackson I" inscribed with large letters. The man 
advanced slowly towards the speaker, whose eye no sooner 
caught the pennant than he exclaimed, without the tilightest 
pei'turbation — "In short, fellow citizens, you have now before 
you the sum and substance of all tlie arguments of the party— 
Burrah for Jaekion /" The effect was electrical, and the poor 
man slunk away, trailing his banner after him. 

The Legislatare met the first Monday in January. Mr. 
Prentiss was appointed Chairman of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, the duties of which he seems to have discharged 
with mnch diligence. He spoke frequently daring the 
nessioUy taking part in almost every important discassion ; 
but the reports of his speeches are extremely scantj. 
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Enoagh, however, remains — even ia the absence of all other 
testimony — to indicate, not onlj the prompt, effective and elo- 
qaent debater — bat the ardent patriot and ripe statesman. 
In looking over these brief records, one perceives every- 
where fine traces of political intelligence, wisdom, and up* 
rightness ; they sparkle, like dust of gold, amidst the rubbish 
of ordinary legislative verbosity. His principal speeches 
were upon a resolution, recommending that a convention bo 
called to form a new constitution ; and on a bill to allow the 
New Orleans and Nashville Railroad Company to extend 
their charter through the State of Mississippi. Both sub- 
jects led to long and elaborate discussion ; involving, as 
they did, fundamental questions of public policy. Some 
of the ablest men in the State were members of this Legisla- 
ture and, nearly all of them participated warmly in the 
debates. 

Mr. Prentiss was in favor of locating the New Orleans 
and Nashville Eailroad east of Pearl River, believing it 
would promote a rapid development of the agricultural and 
commercial resources of that portion of the State. A few 
sentences from his speech on this question, are worth quot' 
ing — ** A railroad running through the eastern tier of coun- 
ties, would be like giving them another Mississippi. It 
would make them the rivals of Portland, his native town, in 
the lumber trade. They could supply more and better tim- 
her than Maine — and it was due to that part of the State, 
that they should be enabled to make the trial. He wished to 
see the day come, when the cry, now raised against Natchez, 
would be put down — not by building up Natchez alone, but 
by building up towns of equal splendor, in the east and other 
sections of the State. He was accused of opposing Ticks* 
burg, because he did not oppose the Natchez Kailroad. 
He was aware that road might injure his own town ; but 
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he did not stand here the representative of Yicksburg alonii 
— to the injury of other sections ; he went for the good of 
the whole. Local interests ought to give way to the geii«> 
ral interests of the State. 

'* On our whole western boundary flowed a river as ben» 
ficial to the country as if the salt sea washed our shore 
We could hardly imagine the day when the light canoe was 
the only craft on this Father of Waters. Steamboats, 
larger than the ships of the ocean, were in the daily habit 
of passing up and down — and scattering their rich products 
from every part of the world, amongst the inhabitants of 
the valley of the Mississippi. Though remote from the sea, 
we enjoyed, in fact, all the advantages of a maritime State. 
Steamboats were the finest vessels in the world — and he 
wart of opinion that, were the ocean always smooth, the 
time would soon come when another sail would never be 
unfurled to the breeze. And he thought it not unlikely 
that the improvements of the age would sometime effect this 
purpose, and that, instead of stopping the towboats at the 
Balize, they will find their way across the raging billows, 
defying the winds and waves, and transporting their sisters 
of the ocean into a foreign port. 

'*We have received one great advantage — a salubrious 
climate, and a rich soil for agriculture. But should we, 
on this account, throw away every other blessing? He 
thought it would be the part of wisdom, to foster and pro- 
tect our other resources. We were not legislating alone 
for the present generation. Because we were now basking 
in a rich and luxuriant soil, and getting good prices for the 
products of our agriculture, we had no security that this 
state of things would always last. Our soil wa& a treasury 
superior to the gold of Peru, or the diamonds of Golconda. 
But let us see if it will be always so. There were few 
things that could be produced on so great a portion of th« 
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sarth's sarface as eotian. From thirty-two deg^^e8 uf 
north , to the same degree of south latitude, it was almost 
an indigenous plant. 

"In Texas the banner of liberty had already beep 
unfurled, and the eyes of the civilized world were upon her 
She would, unquestionably, achieve her independence ; and 
would be rich in her agricultural resources. She might, 
one day, surpass even Mississippi herself, in the production 
of cotton. Mexico and South America would follow in her 
train ; he looked to the time when they would have a popu- 
lation free and intelligent as our own. Their soil and 
climate were superior to ours ; theirs, too, would be a 
cotton country — and it is not at all improbable that the 
produce of the raw material will, at no distant day, far 
outstrip the demand. If that day came, we should then 
lament the short-sighted policy we are now pursuing." 

During this session of the Legislature the banking capital 
of Mississippi was increased twelve millions ; thus making 
the whole banking facilities of the State, some twenty-one 
millions. And it was only for want of two or three votes, 
that the notorious Union Bank, of fifteen millions, failed to 
be incorporated. Probably no one, at the time, discerned 
in this sudden and enormous inflation of paper currency, 
the mischief, that was to follow. 

TO HIS TOUNOXST BBOTHBR. 

TiQKnuBa, Febntary M, ISMb 

Dbab Gbobob: — 

I have Jnst got home from Jackson, and take the 
flntt leisure moments I have had for two months to wnie you. 
The Legislature adjourned on Saturday last, after a noiAy and 
laU>r»ous eeesion ; and, I tuA^ure yon, I took a full share both in 
the labor and tiio noise. Of all tlie occupations I have ever 

8 
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tried, I am decidedly of opinion, that making laws is the most 
(tbnoxious to comfort and happiness. I am sick of it; and If 
the people would permit it, would resign forthwith : but as my 
ounstituents seem perfectly satisfied with my services, I 6nppo:se 
I shall have to hold on another year — the term for which I was 
elected. 

I have received two letters from yon, and one from Anna, 
since I wrote last. In your letters you have asked my opinion 
of the propriety of moving into Portland. So far as my opinion 
will have any weight, I give it unhesitatingly in favor of moving. 
Indeed, if I recollect right, I ni^ed it when I was at home. In 
regard to mother herself, I think it would increase her comfort 
and happiness. She would live with less trouble and anxiety ; 
have more of her friends around her; and, in fine, enjoy in every 
respect, greater advantages and suffer fewer inconveniences, 
than she can possibly expect from a residence in Gorham. But 
to the girls the greatest advantage would result in moving 
to Portland; and on their account particularly, I am very 
anxious for it. I can see no objection in the world ; the only 
cme that could be raised is the additional expense, and that 
it will afford me pleasure to obviate. By-the-by, I have gained 
the important suit, which prevented me fh)m coming home 
summer before last, and I expect to make at least twenty thous- 
and dollars out of it It will, however, be two or three years, 
probably, before I realize the property. 

I have nothing new to tell you. My health is good, and so is 
business — rather more so than I like. I am getting very tired 
of the practice : I wish you would study law, and take my 
place ; it is not half so villainous a profession as yon imagine. 

I shall write to W to-night; I have not congratulated him 

yet on his beautiful boy — of whom he seems to have a very 
exalted opinion. Tell Abby she is a very lazy oorrespondeijt; I 
have not had a letter from her for a good long time. My lov« 
|r> mother and to yon all. 

Yoor affectionate brother, 

SiAMxar, 
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TO HI8 8IBTBB ANNA. 

TiOKUUio March M, ISM. 

Mt Dxab Sibtbb: — 

I have beeD gnilry of an offence for which I inont 
earnestly entreat your pardon — though I shall not easily forgive 
myself. I have neglected, for the space of three months, writing 
to one of the best and sweetest sisters in the wurld. 'Tis true, 
during that time I have been overwhelmed with business, and 
my powers both of body and mind continually taxed to tlie 
utmost extent of their capacity. But I do not esteem this a 
good excuse, for I might have written; and, in fact, have 
frequently sat down for that purpose, and have thrown aside the 
thoughts and cares of business, as a weary man would lay down 
a heavy burden. But then, it wa^ such a luxury to sit and 
think about home, and imagine you all gathered round,— 
mother, and A. and 6. and yourself— that time would fly away, 
and I would find myself com|)elled to postpone writing to 
some Allure period — when the same thing would hapi>en 
again. Indeed, should I write every time and all I think about 
you, it would take all your time to read my epistles. But as 
the little children say at school, ^^ If youUl overlook my negli- 
gence this time, I won^t do so any more.*' 

Our LegisUture adjourned about a month since. Imme- 
diately after I went to New Orleans, — from whence I have jiwt 
returned — and whom think you I saw there? Just as 1 w. s 
about to step on board the steamboat to leave the city. I 
stumbled upon brother S. He had arrived the day befoi-i, 
and it was the merest accident in the world that I found hii»i. 
He was in good health and spirits ; inquired very eagerly abail 
yon all, and promises to come home next summer with iLd. 
Ton roust write him at Cincinnati, whioL be calls his heat- 
quarters. 

In year last, yon ask me whether I would advise you to sttf 

at I two years. I would advise yon, my dear sister, to staf 

there just as long as you please, or at any other school you mity 
ielect. I wish yoii to have all the advantages of education 
which the country will afford. Yon do not know what obli^^ 
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tion I am under to yon : I o we all my sacoess in this oonntiy to 
the fact of having so kind a mother, and snoh sweet and affeo* 
tionate risters as Ahby and yourself. It has been my only 
motive to exertion ; without it, I should long since have thrown 
m3'6elf away. Even now, when, as is frequently the case, I feel 
perfectly reckless both of life and fortune, and look with con* 
tempt upon them both, the recollection that there are two or 
three hearts that beat for me with real affection, even though 
far away — comes over me as the music of David did over the 
dark spirit of Saul. I still feel that I have something worth 
living for. Judge then how much greater are my obligations to 
you than yours can ever become to nie. Write me very often. 

Your affectionate brother, 

Sbabosbt. 



TO HIS 8I8TBB ABBT. 

TwnBDBa, AprU If, ISBIb 

Mt Dear Sistbb: — 

I wrote to you a few weeks since, on my return 
from New Orleans, informing you that I had seen S. there» 
and that he was well, and doing well. I have had the pleasure 
of seeing him again this morning. His boat stopped here a few 
hours on her passage down the river. He is in excellent health 
and good spirits. He sends his love to you all. 

I have not had a letter from Gk>rham for two months or morcr 
I got one this morning from Anna, which was a great treaty 
though she berated me most unmercifully for not writing her 
oftener, and unlike the criminalfs whom I am in the habit of 
defending, I can't plead ^^not guilty.*' I wrote her, however, 
about three weeics since, and directed to I . 

Next year I shall be certain to corns home and see you again, 
and indeed would do so this summer, bntjny partner wishes to 
go away this summer, which will keep me here. Reuben N^«- 
oaine here a few days since. I have not as yet been able to get 
him a school, but think I shall do ho shortly. Teaching, bow* 
aver, is not as good a business here as ft used to bo. 
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My own boHiness is very flourishing ; I have m maoh as I cao 
attend to. I hope I shall see George oat here this fall. I wish 
he oonld reconcile it to himself to study Law. He conld make 
a fortune here. My partner will retire from practice in the 
course of a year, and I could take G. into partnership. A\ 
any rate, I wish he woald not make up liis mind irrevocably as to 
a profession till he has seen a little more of the world, and had 
a better opportunity of judging for himself. I am very anxious 
for a letter from home, and hope to have one soon. My love to 
TOualL 

Your affectionate brother, 

SKABGKaT. 



TO THE SAME. 

VmnuBO, Stpi» t, ISM. 

Deab Sssteb: — 

I have Just returned from Kentucky, where I Iiava 
been spending three or four weeks. My last letter, I believe, 
informed you of my intention to do so, and also continued a 
promise to write you of my adventures in the **dark and 
bloody ground." I spent my time very pleasantly, visiting first 
Louisville, then the Harrodsbnrg Springs, Lexington, and vari* 
ous other portions of that beautiful State. It is, indeed, a very 
beautiful country, and many parts of it put me strongly in mind 
of New England. 

I experienced a great deal of hospitality, and was altogether 
much delighted with my trip. While at Lexington, I called on 
Mr. Clay, at his residence about a mile from town. He knew 
me, I having had letters to bim when at Washington Oity, three 
years ago. He wished me to stay and call on him again ; but 
my engagements were made to leave Lexington that day, and I 
huL to decline, which I. regretted. Mr. Olay has a tasteful, but 
by no means splendid residence— surrounded, however, by the 
most highly cultivated grounds in all Kentucky. But enough of 
my visit for the present ; I can tell you all about it when I 
yoQ next summer. 
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I am glad yoa have deterraiued to gi) back to 1 thii 

wiDter. I waut yon and Abby to understand tliat it is my anxious 
wish, that yoa should both avail yourselves of all the advantage 
which the country will afford for education in its most liberal 
and extended sense. My warmest love to you all. 

Tour affectionate brother, 

SlABOSNT. 



TO RI8 8I8TBB ABBT. 

TiosnuMi JKw« t| lll8i 

Dbab Abbt: — 

I have refrained, for some time, writing to yoa in 
tlie daily expectation tif George^s arrival. You may Judge how 
Ratified I was to find him this morning peated quietly in my 
office, awaiting my lazy motions in rieiing. He arrived here last 
night (in the niglit), and is in excellent health and spirits. I am 
rejoiced to see him, and only regret that I cannot gs titer all our 
little family group around me to partake of my enjoyment. As 
to his voyage down the mighty Missiraippi, and his adven- 
tures since he left home, I shall leave them to bin own pen. 

At Oinoinnati he met with S., who is well, though he has 
been somewhat indisposed during the summor. We expect 
him down here in the coun^e of a month. 6. and myself 
have hnd several long chats about his views and pros])ectH— 
though as yet we have come to no definite conclusion on the 8ul>- 
ject. I have, however, I thinlc, persuaded him not to think of 
wasting his time in the ungratefhl task of teaching. My increas- 
ing prosperity in business will enable me without inconvenience, 
to furnish him with the means of finishing his education. Thia 
I have offered, and I think he will accept my offer; so next 
year you may expect to see both of us. 

I had the pleasure, yesterday, of receiving a long and sloterly 
•pistle from A., for which I thank her kindly, and the like of 
which I hope to receive often from you both. I have notliing 
new to tell yon. I am in excellent health, and right busy I aasura 
yoa. Our little city is increasing at an amazing rate. We have 
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had some eight or ten 8hi|.8 directly at this place during the last 
two months. This morning the brig arrived here, on which 
G. shipped his baggage at New York. This is Uie first year 
Bhii» ever ascended so far np a river — 600 or 600 miles. I 
shall leave 6. to act as chronicler of whatever is interesting t% 
biin, and with my h»ve to all, bid you *^good night.'* 

Toor aflEectionate brother, 



TO HIS BBOTHXB WILLIAM, NSW TOBK. 

TnsaavM, So9tmb€t t^ 18M. 

Dbab Bbothxb: — 

I have been sometime indebted to yon for a letter, 
and I shonld feel more compunction on that account, were it not 
that I have so often had you in Uie same predicament. 

G. arrived here some ten days since, in good health and 
spirits ; and I need not tell you how glad I was to see him. He 
has, with my advice, given up at present the idea of keeping 
school, and intends to pursue his studies tliis winter. He is 
delightfully situated, having been invited by my partner Judge 
Guion, to spend the winter at his residence, about a mile from 
town. But he will, I doubt not, tell you more than I can 
abont his situation and views; and, indeed, he has already, I 
believe, written to you. He appears well pleased witli the 
country, and says that he would not take anything for the 
advantage he has derived from his travels. 

Tou ask me about my 9peculation^ by which I am to make a 
fortune. It is not in Texas Lands, I assure yon. I have as 
small an opinion of that kind of speculation as you can have, 
Whether I succeed or not, it is impossible to say. I think, how* 
•ver, I shall; it will be decided this winter. My speculation 
eonsists in having purchased an interest in a portion of land in 
the town of Vicksburg, wiiich is claimed by the town as Cinnr- 
mMM, or public property. I purchased of the original proprie- 
tors of the town, and the matter is now pending in a suit, whiob 
will bo decided by the Supreme Court of the State, this wint#r 
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If I succeed, it will make me wealthy, which I care litdi 
Abont on my own aoconnt, but mnch on account of others. I 
have never spoken definitely of the subject to the folks at hume, 
because if I am disappointed, I do uot wish them to be so. 

Tou must have had a pleasant trip to Maine this summer. I 
should have rejoiced to have been \vith yon. I shall be neat 
summer, as I am determined at all events to make another vi!«it 
Norih, at that time. Pray, write me oftener, and tell me how 
you are coming on in your business, for I feel much interest in 
it ; and be assured that my own success is the success of all my 
brothers and sisters. I have nothing new to tell you. The 
election has just taken place, but the returns are not sufficient 
to warrant a positive opinion. I think, however, this State has 
gone for White. My love to you all, 

Tour a£fectionate brother, 

SSABGKNT. 

In the preceding chapter allasion has been made to hia 
rides on horseback, while attending the courts in the inte- 
rior of the State. This may be a proper place to speak of 
the other mode of travelling, mentioned so often already in 
his letters, and which formed no unimportant phase of his 
moving life. We refer, to his journeying on steamboats, 
particularly upon the Mississippi. From his settlement 
in Yicksburg until his marriage, no small portion of his 
time was passed in the floating palaces which enliven 
the bosom of this majestic river. Aside from the calls of 
bosiness, there was an excitement and variety in this mode 
of existence, which agreed well with his disposition. Ho 
was generally known on the river ; and everybody that did 
not know him was anxious to make his acquaintance, 
or at least to get a glimpse of him. The steamboats 
between Yicksburg and Natchez were to him little more 
than ferry-boats, upon which he was perpetually flyin|; to 
and fro. 
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It is not sarprising, therefore, that he had ao affectionate, 
home-like feeling towards the " Father of Wate*-s/'* or that 
its g^and phenomena, and the strange aspects of human 
character, upon its busy current, should have made au 
indelible impression upon his observing and plastic mind. 
Who, indeed, can sail upon this tremendous flood, for the 
first time, without a vivid sense of wonder and sublimity f 
What a mystery seems to enshroud its origin, thousands of 
miles away amid tne eternal snows of the Northwest I 
What great rivers — Missouri, Ohio, Red, and Arkansas, to 
say nothing of innumerable lesser streams — hasten to pay 
it tribute, and to swell its ** wealth of waters " as they rush 
onward to the sea I 

But to thp eye of a stranger from the North, even the 
river itself was surpassed in interest by the grotesque and 
shifting forms of humanity, which, like dissolving views in a 
panorama, presented themselves in animated succession from 
New Orleans to the mouth of the Ohio. The following 
sketches, written by a traveller about this time, depicting 
scenes in the vicinity of Y icksburg, through which Mr. Pren* 
tiss was passing so often, will not, perhaps, be unaccept- 
able to the reader, or be deemed here out of place. 

We are now ploughing our noisy way between forest-lined 
shores of cotton- wuod on one side, and orprei^s, maple, oak &nd 
other heavy timber, as the boatmen term it, on the otlier. The 
ootton-wood is always found on the concave side of the river, 

* According to Mr. Thorpe, tblt !■ « poetical, and not the tme, rendering of 
lOulMippl. **FroiB the moei numerooe Indian tribe in the Bouthweet, the 
ChoetawB, we derlre t'le name. With that tribe, the two ilmple adjectlres, Mistah 
ani Sippah^ are used when deecrlbing the moat familiar things ; bat theie twe 
worda—thongh they are employed thus fitmlUarly when teparated— compounded, 
form the moat characteriatic name we can get of thli wonderfbl rlrer. MUtak^ 
Hterally, *okl big,* Stppah^ •■trong* Ou>-bio-8tbuno ; and thia name ia eminently 
appropriate to the MlMl8slppi."—rAa Hive qfths Bf^ifurUer^ p. 9B. 

8* 
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for here are tlie conntant alluvial deposits, on which, as soon as 
the water leaves it, the young cotton-tree shoots np in groves, 
and in two years is ten feet high. A cotton -tree forest wiL 
grow to the medium height in ten years. As the force of the 
current is thrown towards the convex side, that is constantly 
nndermined ; hut for every foot of soil and every ancient tree 
that falls into the river, a foot of land and a new tree (cotton 
however) springs np on the opposite shore. Snch is the pecu- 
liarity of this great river, on whose banks dissolntion and crea- 
tion are constantly going forward. On the inner or concave side 
the current is lef>s forcible, and ascending boatd, heaving the 
lead as they go, hng it as closely as is safe, crossing from 
point to point, as the meandering course of the river alter- 
nately changes tba concave shore from one side to the other. 
Vegetation is at least two weeks behind that of New Orleans, 
and in looking upon the foliage of the trees, we seem to have 
retrograded that space of time. We have just rounded a bend 
of the river, which presented features truly magnificent. Close 
to the water^s edge, in the shape of a crescent two miles in 
length, extended a girdle of cotton-trees, or rather bushes, three 
feet high and ten feel wide, the growth of the last sea«oti, upon 
the alluvial deposit. A second girdle twice the height of xh\^ 
and of a dark green, rose behind it, and behind this a third, and 
then a fourth and so on, risini? one above tiie other, each a 
darker shade of green, in beautiful order, like the benches of an 
amphitheatre, till they terminated in the tall forest-line which 
formed the eighth belt. The sun was shining brightly aslant this 
striking scene, increasing by the relief of its lights and shadows 
its natural magnificence. In the absence of other objects tii 
attract his attention, the traveller can often find amusement in 
sitting on the goards and observing the varied character of the 
gorgeous old forests through which he is moving. A tree aa 
hoary as time, its huge limbs gnarled and twisted into gigantie 
knots, its branches (themselves huge trunks in size) flinging 
their scathed and rugged forms into the air, will sometimei 
attract his eye, and if he is at all romantic, or a poet, or a sober 
lover of nature, will delight him and give him food for stndyi 
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poetry or ineditetion. How many Btories of past oeotaries m&y 
•nob an old foredt-kioK relate ! 

** Saj, DroM Oak, euut ttioa the story tsU f** 

There is a yonng lady on bonrd, intelleotnal, romantio and a 
beauty, who its ready to go crazy with delight when an old tree, 
Qglier, more gnarled and more picturesque than another, happens 
to meet her eye : ** Oh ! what a delightful good old patriarch for 
a foreground. See how that stern savage monarch flings his 
arms to the sky, as if in definnce! What migeety in the spread 
of those limbd ; and how gracefully the grey coat of its huge 
trnnk is relieved by the folds of that grape-vine !'* 

We have Just passed several flatboatd tied to the shore ; the 
back-water of our paddles made a great commotion among them, 
and as usual, our deck hands began to laugh at them and they 
t<> shout back. ^* Hand that steamboat here *' shonted a flat- 
boatman in a red shirt and blue linsey-wo1f<ey trowsers, *'and 
I'll take take it home for the old woman to make tea in/* ** Hand 
me that haiid-s[»ike,** siiouted a little nquat fell<»w with red hair, 
^*and ril pick my teeth with it.*' ^^Stop that boat and let uie 
light my pipe.*' ^* Shovel away them niggern, pitch it in,*' 
yelled another to the flremen, ^^or the gentlemen passengers 
will go without supper.** ** Let off your steam or you*ll all go 
to the Dickins together.** ^^ Shut up that flatboat and 1*11 give 
a pic* fi»r it to keep my bacco* in," roared another. When we 
got too far off for words to be distinguished, the belligerents 
began to yell, »hovLty clap their hands, and make all sorts of 
hideous and uneartlily noises ; as the increasing distance render- 
ed these indistinct, a pt«*tol was flred in bravado from one of 
the flatboats and immediately answered by the sharp crack of a 
rifle from the forward part of our steamer, and then Iiontilities 
eeased. There is alwavs amusement when a steamer and a flat- 
boat meet; then Kentucky and Hoosier wit is peculiarly bril* 
liant. The majority of deck passengers on npward-bound boats 
are often flatboatinen, returning home after disposing of their 
fkidght and boats. Jingling tl eir dollars in the faces of thoas 



180 MEMOIR OP S. S. PRENTISa. 

who are going U market, they brag of bargains and ainnae then 
with extravagant tales of the state of the market, which tliey 
oall ^^ batnbuozliug.*' The appearance of flatboatmen, with 
their loose, coarse, brown truw^ers, red or bine shirts, the 
fileeves drawn np to the shoulders, their rough, determined 
looking faces and athletic limbs, is exceedingly pictureeqae. 
The life uf aflatboatman is an exceedingly laborious one; the 
boat committed to the current, does not float idly down to its 
destined port, but the constant exertions of its *^ hands *^ are 
requisite to keep it from almost hourly shipwreck ; the current 
of the Mississippi is always sweeping against one or the other 
of its shores, and the flacboat, if left to itself, would be daslied 
against the convex side of every bend — and the whole coarse of 
the Mississippi is only a series of bends ; therefore, on turning 
points the utmost vigilance is necessary to work the boat and 
keep it out from the bank against which the natural direction of 
the current would carry it. When the wind blows hard agaiiiKt 
the shore, the utmost exertions of tlie half dozen muscular men, 
who form the complement of flatboatmen, cannot always enable 
them to counteract the force of both wind and current, and 
many boats are dashed to pieces. From the wrecks which at 
intervals strew the shores of the river, the proportion of boats 
wrecked in Uieir descent must be very large. Sometimes, and 
indeed most usually two boats^ crews unite, and with their boata 
setMired side by side, by their united strength ara bettor able to 
resist the current. The old race of profoational flatboatmen, 
the chief of whom, Mike Fink, the elegant pen of Morgan 
Neville, Esq., has immortalized, is passed away. FlHtb<»atnieu 
now ai*e Western farmeiis with their sons atid hired labor* 
ers, wiiose lands lie on the river and whose markets are the 
lower towns of the Mississippi. The Yankee fanner loads his 
wagon or nleigh and hauU his produce to the nearest market 
town, the Western fanner loads his boat and floats his prociuce 
a thousand miles to Vicksburg, Natchez and New Orleans ; the 
Yankee farmer returns home in his empty sleigli or wagon, the 
the Western farmer ^ells his substitute for a wagon, his boAU 
with his produce, and goes back to his farm as deck passeugei 
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on a steamer. I have met with representatives froii eyer> 
farming district of the Ohio and upper Mississippi on the Levea 
at New Orleans, a hardy, sober, iiiilastrious class, little under- 
stood and often grossly misrepresented, under the abased term 
of '' Flatboatmen.'* 

The traveller seldom sees steamboat" on the Minissippi unleet 
under way. At every landing, however insignificant, flatboata 
are always to be seen li>adiEJg and unloading, giving employment 
to one or two stores and keeping business, at least, alive. Near 
Princeton a steamboat passed us, and although it was not two- 
thirds across the river, we were unable to read its name, painted 
in large letters on the wheel-house, without a spy-glass. This 
fiact will give a Northerner some idea of the breadth of this great 
river. Shortly afterwards an ^^ark^* floated by. This vessel 
differs f^om the flstboat, keelboat and broadliorn, in its oonstrao- 
tion. A solid, oblong raft of timber, twelve feet wide and fifly 
or sixty long, is the groundwork. On one end of it is erected ot 
rough boards, a S(»rt of covered pen, for cattle and fowls). On 
the other Me is a rude inclosure roofed like a house, often con- 
taining a chimney, and in which the family live. If a fanner 
from the neighborhood of Pittsburgh or Cincinnati sees a piece 
of land on the lower Mississippi, in one of his boating expedi- 
tions, which pleases him, he returns home, sells out, builds an 
ark, embarks with his family, and committing himself to the 
waves, after a voyage of five or six weeks, arrives at his new 
home, ties his ark to a tree, removes his house, stock and family 
to dry land, commences chopping down the forei«t, opens a 
wood-yard, becomes thrifty, buys negroes, grows rich, and is at 
last a planter. Many of the first families in the Southwestern 
country, after travelling to Pittsburg from the Atlantic cities, 
have committed theiiistelves to an ark and so come to this coun* 
try. We have pa8^ed two of thet^e floating houses to-day. On 
the last one, was an old grey-headed man and an equally ancient 
female, comfortably clothed in coar.ne materiali«, sunning them- 
selves and smoking their pipes, in the low space left on the bot- 
tom of the ark between the dwelling and the stock-pen. A 
middle-aged «tout yeoman in a long-tailed blue Jean coat and 
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■nufT-oolored trowsers, was standing bareheaded at the long 
paddle which served as a helm, shading his eyes with his Lair ai 
he stared at oar passing boat. Two women in caps and ooarMi 
hut tidj gowns were seated near hin on the top of the dwelling 
(which was the upper deck of the ark) knitting. Half a dozen 
wliite-headed urchins were crowded in a low door, straining 
their eyes at the grand steamboat, and three or four large dogs 
equally curious, were gazing at us from the top of the oow-pcn. 
A fire burned on the bottom of the ark, between the two habit* 
able divisions ; the hearth was a rude pile of brick, with an old 
stove-pipe for chimney. The pot was boiling and a third female 
wad preparing the evening meal. Two strapping fellows in their 
shirt-sleeves, working mechanically but idly at an oar, two or 
three chickens and a proud cock strutting about, a lamb, which 
apiieared licensed to stray from the pen a^ a per, the head of a 
good-natured looking cow protruding from a window, completed 
the whole. It was altogether so pretty a picture of domestic 
happiness, tliat I could not help looking upon it without feelings 
oFenvy. 

The flatboat is pomewhat Mmilar in its confttruction to the ark 
which is the m«>st primitive mt de of navigation. The tlatbuat 
is made to convey freight. It is a covered shed, five or six feet 
high, witli a bottom sufficiently strong to sustain it, and imper- 
vious to water. This shed is covered by a double layer i>f 
board;*, laid so aa to be water-tight, and bent over a ridge*pole 
running through the centre from stem to stern, so as to form a 
curve sufficient to shod rain. A portion of the boat at the hows, 
which are square, is set ofif for a caboose and sleeping-place for 
the hand^i, of which there are usually from four to six. The 
remninder is filled with freight. Some of these boats will onrry 
from eight to twelve hundred barrels of fiour; when light, they 
draw but six or eight inches, but when loaded, two feet uii A 
half. Some of them are laden altogether with flour, others with 
horses, others with sheep, or pork alive and in barrels, fowls, 
cattle and produce of all kindM; some are even freighted with 
negroes, purchased in Virginia, and embarked at Guyandotte on 
the Ohio. When flaiboats are unladen of their freight, they are 
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lOud for whflt they will bring, which is from twenty to Bixtj 
dollars, and the owners return home for ten dollars on a steam 
Uiat. Keelboats are not so commonly seen now as formerly. 
Tiiey are in namber about as one to ten compared with flatboats. 
They are of similar construction to the freighting canal-boat, 
Aiul u<ed for the same purposes. They are sometimes assisted in 
descending the river by a square sail, and altogether out a better 
figure than the ark or flatboat Before the introduction of 
steamboats, the keelboat was the sole medium of river oomuieroe. 
Leaving its freight in New Orleans, and re-loading with pur- 
chased articles (both comforts and luxuries^) it was propelled ap 
the Mississippi, with great labor, by poling along the banks of 
the river, and laying to every night. A voyage from Pittsburg 
to New Orleans, at that period, often consumed five months. 
It can now be made in thirty days. The keelboats are now dis- 
posed of with their cargoes at New Orleans, being in great 
demand as oyster barges, for which, with some change, they 
are admirably fitted. The broadhorn is only a larger and squaror 
specie^} of flatboat. 

The river has been very rough all the afternoon. There is 
considerable motion to the boat, and two or tliree fresh-water 
passengers are complaining of feeling a slight degree of sea- 
sickness 1 Sea-sickness on the ICississippi, five hundred mile« 
above its mouth 1 Nevertheless, the boat rock^f, the Joints of 
the cabin creak, the Umps swing from side to side, the wind 
roars, and the waves show white caps, and we are in tlie midst 
of a nigular gale of wind. The surface of the country through 
which we are sailing is for a hundred miles only a few feet 
above the level of the river, and the wind sweeps over it 
as it would over a sea.^ 

Yicksbarg, in 1836-7, was a remarkable place. Like so 
many floarishing towns along the great lakes and rivers of 
the West, it had sprang into existence as if by magic. The 
aij was yoanger than half the children who played about 
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its streets.* As the shipping point for a rich and rapidly 
growing cotton region, its basiness was very large. Gap 
ital and population flowed in from every quarter. Mag- 
uiGcent steamers, freighted with the products of our own 
and distant climes, were perpetually stopping on their 
way to and from New Orleans, Nashville, St. Louis, Gtu« 
cinuati, or Louisville ; and rarely did an up-river boat 
arrive without landing one or more passengers in pursuit of 
fortune. Yicksburg was, in fact, a sort of rendezvous for 
planters, lawyers, physicians, schoolmasters, mechanics, 
clerks, and merchants, who, in search of business, were 
emigrating to the Southwest from New England, Virginia, 
North and South Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, and other 
parts of the Union. In this respect it was a miniature 
picture of what San Francisco now is in relation to Califor- 
nia. The character and manners of these strange men, as 
they congregated in the hall and dining-room of the priuci- 
pal hoteT, furnished study for a philosopher. One skilled 
in the art of American physiognomy, could detect, at a 
glance, representatives of every race and tribe, whether 
foreign or domestic, of our great Republican Family. 

At an earlier period of its history, Yicksburg wa^ 
inhabited chiefly by this class of persons ; interspersed with 
not a few specimens of the genus hlackUg, But the latter 
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fti^0iuUnc4 qfihm Ifatchm ClbiM'ier, Apr! , 1887 
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oad been driven off — and the advent of woman had called 
into being many pleasant and cultivated homes. Churchea 
and schools were not wanting. The place had outgrowL 
the somewhat wild, boisterous temper of its youth, and wai 
settling down into an orderly, social and domestic life. 

The years 1835 and 1836 will ever be memorable in the 
annals of this country, for the spirit of reckless speculation 
which seized upon all classes in the community, and made 
them frantic in the pursuit of gain. To how many hundreds 
of families throughout New England is the phrase Eastern 
La/nd Speculation still the symbol of pecuniary ruin 1 The 
mania spread through the nation ; but there were particu- 
lar points, where it raged with especial violence. One of 
these was Yicksburg. In the autumn of 1836, strangers, 
who had scarcely registered their names at the hotel, were 
eagerly buying city lots ; and perhaps the next week, 
selling them again at an advance of ten, twenty, or thirty 
per cent. In this way, by mere attendance upon auctions, 
every man was expecting soon to be master of a fortune 
It was a singular infatuation ; but the spring nipped it in 
the bud. Oen. Jackson had laid his s'^'ong hand upon the 
currency, and before the ides of MarcL, the whole monetary 
system of the country was gasping beneath the pressure of 
that iron will. There was not a sequestered village or 
hamlet in the land, which did not feel its touch — while the 
great commercial centres were convulsed with terror, dis- 
tress and bankruptcy. In April, 1837, cotton was selling 
ill New York at nine and a half cents per pound, which in 
December of the previous year, had been sold for nineteen 
cents per pound. No State in the Union was a greater 
sufferer than Mississippi, and perhaps no town in the State 
was so sorely smitten as Yicksburg. The sudden and extra- 
ordinary fall of cotton deprived the State of nearly two- 
thirds of its expected income ; while lauds and lots about 
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Vicksbiirg, which, in October, were bought with ayidit} 
at the most extravagant rates, fcand, in April follow- 
ing, no bidder, at a reduction of two and even threo 
hundred per cent. The stranger who came in the autumn 
and departed in the spring, could, with difficultj, believe 
that ho had visited, and was leaving, one and the same 
place. 
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CHAPTER Till. 

ietttoB of tli« LefWAtnre— Mr. PrentiM* Speeeh on Ihf InoitlM «C 
•dmitting the Ddegatet from the New Oountiee— Protest agalnat their Adinl^ 
aioii — Eeitgnt his seat. 

Mt. 28. 1887. 

Early in Janaarj 1837, the Legislature met pursaant to 
adjoDrnment. One of the first acts of the House of Repre* 
sentatives was to admit as a component part of the body, 
ten persons claiming to represent certain new connties, 
which had been created at the previous session of the same 
Legislature. It is a curious instance of the facilty with 
which a Constitution may be set at naught, when the 
majority choose to do it. The act, however, was not accom- 
plished without vigorous opposition, and a clear prediction 
of the consequences which were likely to ensue. One of 
Mr. Prentiss'a speeches on the question, is fortunately pre- 
served, and a better tribute could not be desired to the 
high-toned principle, the reverence for Law and Constitution, 
which actuated his public life. We give the larger po^ 
tion of this speech. Some passages are strikingly prophe- 
tic of coming events in the political history of Mississippi :-^ 

1 had hoped, Mr. Speaker, when the gentleman from Adania 
introdnoed the resolution which has just been read, that the 
task of opposing it would have been assumed by some one more 
able than myself. Had this been tl e ease. I might have beev 



158 MEMOIR OF S. S. PRENTISS. 

»n ten ted with a mere vote. But, viewing this resolution m the 
(igUt I do, I should violate every sense of duty, where I to 
remain silent because others will not speak. Sir, the gentle- 
man from Adams seems to think that the resolution is a matter 
of course, and ought to pass wb iilentio. I differ from tl.e gen- 
tleman. He cannot so easily introduce his Trojan horse within 
these walls. I, for one, will hurl a spear against Its hollow 
sides. 

Sir^ I look upon this resolalion as a bomb-shell thrown into 
this house. The gentleman from Adams has lighted the match, 
and if this house do not extinguish it — if the heel of the msjority 
be not placed upon it — there will be left by its explosion no 
vestige of constitution or law. It may appear to the common 
eye as a little cloud, no larger tlian a man's hand, but the poliH- 
oal prophet will behold in it the ingredients of a tempe:»t. 

I know I labor under many difficulties in opposing it. Popular 
opinion is in favor of it — the gentleman has the wind full in liis 
Mils — while I must row against an adverse oorrent. I trust, 
however, the very fact that the course I am taking is one npon 
which the public eye will scowl, may afford a guarantee for the 
honesty of my motives. I know well it will be said that I 
am the enemy of the new oou^nties — that I am hostile to the 
rights of tlie people — that I am opposed to democratic principles, 
aiid other similar assertions, by which demagogues answer arga- 
ments. — Sir, I throw down, in advance, my denial to such 
charges. No man in this State feels a livelier interest in tlie 
prosperity of the new counties than I do. No man has watched 
with greater pleasure their rapid InoreaM in wealth, population 
and power; and did not my oath to support the constitutiou 
f^tand in my way, no man would welcome their delegation upon 
this floor with a warmer greeting. 

But, sir, I have high constitutional duty before me, from the 
performance of which I will not be deterred by either fear or 
fkroT — by what has been said of others, or what may be said of 

myself. 

I am opposed to the resolution introduced by th« gentWmai 
fhrtn Adams, on two grounds. 
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First — That, nnder tlie constitation, the ooanties einbrAoed in 
the resolatioa have not a right, as ooanties, to representation io 
this house, at this session. 

Secondly — ^That, even if they have the right of representation, 
the persons cUiining seats as representatives from those counties, 
haye not been constitutionally elected. 

We will proceed, then, in the first place, to examine the right 
of the new counties to repre^ntation at this session of the legis* 
lature. I start with this proposition — ^that the right of repre* 
sentation munt be derived from tlif constitution, and the laws 
made in pursuance thereof. Qentlenien have talked of the 
natural right of representation as if it were something existing 
beyond, and independent of, the constitution. Will gentlemen 
be so good as to explain to me what they mean by the term ff 
I understand the right of representation to be merely a conven- 
tional right. It has its origin solely in the constitoticm. It is 
entirely the creature of compact. By the constitutions of some 
States, it is based npon property and population combined, in 
others, npon population alone. A natural right of representation 
is an absm'dity. 

Let us, then, look into the constitution of this State, and see 
what are its provisions in relation to representation. 

The first great principle is, that it is based upon free white 
population alone. Property, by our constitution, cannot be 
ref>resented. 

The next provision relates to the mode in which this general 
right of representation shall be exercised. If the riicht existed 
only in general terms, without any mode pointing out how it 
should be apportioned or exercised, it would be perfectly nuga- 
tory. How could a general provision, giving the right of 
representation to all the free white population of the State, be 
darried into effect, unless there was also a provision parcelling it 
wt to different portions of the community, and direct incr tne 
iLode of its exercise f A constitution, having no such provision, 
sould be still-born. It would have no vitality. No government 
lould be set agoing under it. Our constitution, however, is not 
obnoxious to these remarks. It o<mtains within itself ampli 
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provision for enabling the people to avail themselves ot their 
genera] right of representation. The convention which framed 
the instrument, provided, in the 5th section of the sohMlule, for 
tlie first legislature or representative body, specifically directing 
how the election should be conducted; and mark you, Mr. 
Speaker, especially directing that writs of election should bo 
issued by the president of tlie convention. The 6th clause of 
the same schedule says : ^^ Until the first enumeration t«hall be 
made, as directed by this constitution, the apportionment of sen- 
ators and repesentatives among the several districts and counties 
in this State shall remain as at pressent fixed by law.'* Let ua 
examine lor a moment, what limitations tliere were to the 
powers of tlie first legi'tlature, in relation to its organization— for 
it will throw some light upon the main question in controversy. 
Could that legislature, before an enumeration, even byaj(»int 
action of both hoitt<es, have increased, at that sesMon, the nnmbei 
of senators or representatives beyond the number and apportion* 
ment which by law then existed f Has not the 6ih section of 
the schedule, above cited, positively fixed the number of senators 
and representatives in the first legislature, and apportioned them 
according to the then existing law ? Is not this 6th section a 
constitutional organization of the first legislature, as to numbers 
and apportionment? Would not the admission of an additional 
number of persons into either branch, before an enumerstion had 
taken place, have been a violation of that secti<m of the schedule, 
and a disorganization of that body ? In other words, is not a 
change of constitutional organization disorganization? 

Now let us advance a step t'urtiier, and see how the present 
legislature came into existence, and what are the powers of its 
respective branches. Every legislature, after the first, must claim 
its constitutional origin from the 0th and 10th sections of the 8d 
article of the constitution, which are as follows : 

Sbo. 9. ^ The legislature shiiU, at their first session, and at 
periods of not Icfs than every four, nor more than every six years, 
nfitil ttie year 1845, and thereafter at periods of not less than 
four, nor more than every eight yeans cause an enumeration to 
b« made ol all the free white inhabitants of this State, and the 
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whole nnmber of representatives sliall, at the Beveral periods of 
making sach enumerations, be fixed by the legislature, and 
apportioned among the several connties, cities or towns entitled 
U) separate representation, according to the number of free white 
iuliabitants in each, and shall not be less than thirty-six nor 
more than one hundred; provided, however, that each county 
shall always be entitled to at least one representative^^ 

Sbo. 10. ^' The whole nnmber of senators shall, at the several 
periods of making the enumeration before mentioned, be fixed 
by the legislature and api>ortioned among the several districts, 
to be established by law, according to the nnmber of free white 
inhabitants in each, and shall never be less than one-fourth, nor 
more than one-third, of the whole number of representatives.** 

Here are the two sections of the constitution under which the 
present legislature was organized, m> far as the number of the 
senators and representatives is concerned. 

When this session of the legi^slature commenced, on the first 
of January, 1886, each senator came from a district to which the 
right of senatorial representation had been previously apportion- 
ed by law, and every representative took his seat by virtue of a 
law of apportionment giving to that portion of the country which 
he claimed to represent a right to that amount or portion of 
representation. Did not the legi.4ature of the State of Mississippi, 
at the commencement of this set^sion, to wit: on the first of 
January, 1886, comprise the whole representative power of the 
government under the constitution f and was not the whole free 
white population of this State represented, at that time, upon 
this fioor t The number of the house of representatives was sixty- 
four, which number had been fixed by an act of the legislature, 
passed in December, 1 388; and that number was, by said act, 
apportioned, in pursuance of the 9th section of the 8d article oi 
the constitution, among the several counties of the State — there 
being, it seems, at that time, no cities or towns entitled to eepa« 
rate representation. 

Now, tlie gentlemen whc have advocated this resolution 
admit, that on the first day of this session, this house consisted 
auAsUtutioually if sixty-four members only, which sixty-ffviif 
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members represented all the free white popiilalitn of tlie State 
In other words, they admit that the 8a ne free wliite irihabitantsi 
who now claim an addition of ten members, were, at the oom* 
mencement of this session, fully and oonstitntionally repre6ente4l 
on this floor. Has any vacancy occurred in the representation 
which they then had ? I see my friend from Washington county 
m his seat. Whom did lie represent at the commencement of 
this session ? Every one known that he represented the whole 
of the free white inhabitants of that section of country which 
now composes the counties of Washington, Bolivar and Eoaho- 
ma. Does he still represent them? No one will doubt his 
capacity to do so. I do not doubt his right. For what period 
of time was this power delegated to him? The ccmstitu- 
tion says for two years. Has that time yet elap?«ed? It has 
not. Tet I see in this resolution a proposition to admit another 
member upon this floor, to represent the free white inhabitants 
of the county of Bolivar. Now I hold that two men cannot at 
the same time constitutionally occupy the same office. Either 
ray friend from Washington is no longer the representative ot 
the free white inhabitants living in the county of Bolivar, who 
sent him here, or the gentleman claiming to represent the same 
people has no right to represent them. The electors living in 
the county of Bolivar have once voted for a representative in this 
session of the legislature. Ho is here, and has not re.<«igned any 
portion of the power delegated to him. I know of no Cimntitu- 
tional right which the people of the county of Bolivur have to 
resume the power which they have delegated, before the lap>e 
of the two years for which they have delegated it. I have 
instanced the connty of Bolivar merely by way of illustratioQ ; 
the same observations will apply to the others. 

At the com mencement of thin se<*sion, this leginlature created 
thirteen new counties, and shortly after adjonrned over to this 
winter. This adj(»urnment was nothing more than an adjourn- 
iiient from day to day. We met here on t!ie first Monday in 
January, 1887 — tlie same body precisely in our constitutional 
onninifation as we were on first of January, 1886. We have, 
wHh tkote who have been elected to fill vacancies, sixiy-fooi 
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members. Onr body is already full, and oontams the whcile 
representative power of the goveriiinent wliioh belongs* to a 
nouse of representatives. How, then, can we admit ten addi- 
tional persons, as members, without parting with a portion of 
*.he power belonging to us ? Have we a right to part with it f 
Oan we give up to others a portion of onr delegated power ? If 
to, cannot we give up the whole t Oan a legislative department 
of the government act by proxy ? It is said that each branch of 
the legislature has the right to judge of its own organization ; 
and that, from the neoesity of the case, this house has the right 
to decide whether the new counties are entitled to represtetita- 
tion. I deny that tliis house has, either under the conntitutiou 
or from necessity, any jurisdiction over this matter. I lay down 
two propositions, and challenge their refutation. 

1st. That, where the constitution has given to any deport- 
ment of government the jnriAdiction over a mptter, and that 
department has, in pursuance of that Jurisdiction, actccf and 
finally decided upon such matter, no other department, or por- 
tion of a department, can revise or change such action and 
decision, unless the constitution expressly authorizes such 
revision. 

2d. One branch of the legislature of this State has no power 
to repeal or alter a law, constitutionally passed by the wholo 
legislature. 

Now, I a^Hsert that the question of the number of this house, at 
this 8e$«ion, as well as the question of what counties members 
shall come from, has been acted upon and decided >'V a depart- 
ment of this government, to which the constitution has given 
full and exclusive jurisdiction to decide upon the matter; and 
that, consequently, we have no right to meddle with il. I fur- 
ther assert, that our action cannot make these gentlemen 
members, unless this house has the power, by a simple reeolution, 
to repeal an act of the legislature constitntitmally passed. 

Tlie 9th clause of the 8d article of Uie constitution, just read, 
expressly gives to the legislature the power and jurisdiction, at 
periods of not less than four, nor more than six years, of fixing 
the number of representatives who shall compose the represMi* 

9 
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tattfe body, nntil the next period of eD:.meration ; and &:80 to 
ftpi>ortion snoh number among the counties, cities and towns 
3otit1ed to separate representation. The ]egi.>«latDre in December, 
1888, did, under this clause, fix the number of representatives, 
nulil the next enumeration period, at sixty-four, which number 
they apportioned among the different counties. Was tliis law, 
when panned, constitutional ? If so, when did it become nncon« 
8tituti<inal? If it is still a C(mstitutional law, what right has 
this house, by a mere resolution, to change or repeal it? That 
act of the legislature fixed the number of this house, for the 
present session, at sixty-four. If we make that number seventy- 
four, is not this hrmse asMuming a power giren by the constitu- 
tion to the whole legislature only? And is not this house 
changing, by si r pie resolution, a constitutional law? Again, 
by claiming the right to judge in this matter, we deprive the 
senate of a portion of their constitutional power. The senate 
has as much power, under the constitution, to change the num- 
ber and apportionment of the house of repreaentatives as 
the house itself. Yet does any man doubt that a resolution 
of the senate, increasing our body by the addition of ten mem- 
bers, would be a nullity? But the constitution has not intrusted 
to either body the power of judging of how many members it 
shall consist, or from what districts, counties cities or towns 
they shall come. Thi^ power is given to the legislntnre, and 
that, too, with the limitation that it cannot be exercised ofteiier 
than once in four years. The conclusion, to which this reason- 
ing brings my mind, is, that neither branch of the legi^dature 
has the power to change its organization as fixed b^ law, either 
in regard to tlie number of members which ehall constitute the 
body, or the right of representation from any particular portion 
of territory. 

Our attempt to act alone in this matter is clearly an infringe- 
ment upon the constitutional right of the senate to partake in 
inch action ; and if that body view the matter as I do, they 
will, upon the passage of this resolution, and the increase (»f our 
number to seventy-four, be bound not to recognise us as a oon« 
ititational body. The senate, in 1888, assisted in the organiitp 
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Hon of this house, ta did the house in the orgtnixaticn of th« 
senate, so far as numbers and apportionment are oonoerned. 
£aoh of those bodies is, therefore, not only presumed, bat com 
pelled, to know what the constitutional organization of th« 
other is, in these two respects. It necessarily follows tiiat each 
body is bunnd to notice wlien the other becomes disi>rganized 
and unconstitutional. 

There are mnne matters, in relation to the organization of this 
house, of which we are the sole Judges, and whicii, after our 
decision thereupon, cannot, of course, be noticed by any other 
department. Thus, the constitution makes ^'each house the 
judge of the qualification and election of its own members.'* 
But it is clear that there must be, in the first instance, a riglit 
of membership, before any question can legitimately arise on the 
•ubject of qaalification or election. 

The jurisdiction over the subject of qualifications and mode of 
election is not a Jurisdiction over tije subject of the right of re- 
presentation. It seems to me, the conclusion is irresistible that 
the organization of this house, so far as membere and apportion- 
ment are concerned, belongs constitutionally to the whole legis- 
lature, and that the further organization, as to questions of 
qualification and election, belongs exclusively to the house. If 
this conclusion is correct, the resolution of the gentleman from 
Adams is in direct vi<»]ation of constitution and law ; and, if 
carried into effect, will disorganize and destroy this body. But, 
the gentlemen say, there is« in the constitution, an express clause 
giving to each comity, the moment it is created, a riglit to at 
least one representative. As this is the only argument in favor 
of this addition to our numbers, which professes to be drawn 
from the constitution, I will examine and test its force. I believe, 
however, Mr. Speaker, I am mistaken in saying it is the only 
argument drawn from that spurse. The gentleman from Adams 
has commenced one unon what he calls the corner-stone of tbe 
coui^titution, to wit : the first clause of the 3111 of Rights, which 
declares that all men are free and equal. In what manner the 
geutleman will bring this to bear on the question under discus- 
nun, I confess I am at a loss to know. I pho^d imagine, hov 
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ever, that, Dpon so broad a fonn Nation, it would reqnire mncL 
labor and long time to erect an ar^^^nment. But to return : even 
if there was, in the constitntion, an express provision giving to 
eaoh county, the moment it is created, a right of immediate 
representation, still the house has no power to act in the matter 
without the concurrence of the senate. It requires a le^slative 
act to change the number previously fixed by law. But I deny 
there is any such clause in the constitution as the one alluded to. 
I wish to be distinctly understood. I deny that there is any 
provision in the constitution which gives always, to each county, 
at least one representative. The words which have been so 
often, and so triumphantly, used in this debate, as giving to eaoh 
county a right of representation at the moment of its creation, 
constitute a small portion of a sentence, and instead of being a 
substantial provision, asserting a positive right, compose but a 
proviso, directing and limiting the power of the legislature, 
given in the pre\iou8 part of the sentence. The word.<4 ah 
nsed in argument, are, ^^ Provided, however, that each county 
shall be entitled to at least one representative.** Now this ii 
a proviso; and the only way to ascertain its meaning it 
to look at the previous portion of the clause, and see to what it 
applies. 

A proviso is a limitation of that which precedes it. It is not 
a substantive provision ; it has no force or meaning except when 
taken in connection with tlie subject matter which it limits and 
to which it relates. What does this proviso limit, and to what 
does it relate? I answer, unhesitatingly, that it limits and 
relates to the previous portion of the ninth section of the third 
article of the constitution, to which it is attached. What, then« 
is the previous portion of the ninth section? It is composed 
solely of directions to the legislature, on the subject of enumera- 
tion, and the fixing and apportionment of representation. 
This clause of the conbtitution does not assert anything of itself 
to which the proviso can attach : it is entirely directory. If it 
be not a limitation upon the action of the legislature, which is 
the subject matter of the section, to what is it a limitation ? To 
teat this, let us throw out of the seotion a.1 the direction to tho 
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I«gl8lattire, and see whether liiere is anything left to support a 
proviso. There is not a word of the cUuse left. This proviao, 
then, is a limitation of the action of the legislatr.re, or it is a 
limitation of nothing. If, then, it is a limitation of the action 
of the legislature, as directed in the previous part of the section, 
it can only operate as a limitation npon the powers of the legis* 
lature when that body proceeds to perform the acts which thi^ 
section directs to be perfonne4l. The proviso is dormant nnti! 
the action of the legislature arouses it. When the legislature, 
under this section, causes an enumeration to be made, it must 
then proceed to fix the number of representatives; and, havint; 
fixed the nutnber, the legislature is directed to apportion that 
nnmber ^^ among the several counties, cities or towns, entitled to 
separate representation, according to the number of free white 
inhabitants in each; and the number shall not be less than 
thirty-six, nor more than one hundred.^' 

Here is a limitation of the numbers. ' Is there no limitation of 
the power of the legislature in apportioning this number? There 
is. It is limited by this proviso : ^* Provided, however, that each 
county shall always be entitled (by such apportionment) to at 
le&Ht one representative." If this view of the subject is correct, 
then this proviso, which has been the watch-word of the friends 
of the resolution, emblazoned upcm the banner under which they 
have fought, will turn out to be nothing more than limitation of 
the power of the legislature, binding that body, whenever it 
makes an apportionment, ^* always to give to each county, in 
such apportionment, at least one representative.^' Great stress 
has been placed by gentlemen upon the word "always." I do 
not perceive the force of their argument on this point. If 
my construction of this clause is coirect, the word " always " 
relates to the time of apportionment. Each county shall 
^always," when the apportionment takes place, be entitled to hX 
leant one representative in such apportionment. 

The creation or tbrmation of new counties, by the legislature, 
is not directitm in that section, to wliioh the proviso, which I 
have been discussing, is attached. If, then, my previous argn* 
Buent is sound, the creation of a now county does not give it a 
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right of representation until tlie time for a new apportionmeni 
comes round. Since the couutiee embraced in tliis resolution 
were created, there has been no enameration, and no new 
apportionment of representatives; the constitutional period for 
that action of the legislature not having yet arrived. I am, there- 
fore, forced to the conclustion that these new counties are not con- 
stitutionally entitled, as counties, to representation on this floor. 

All those who have 8i>oken in favor of the resolution, except 
the gentleman from Hinds ( Mr. Dnnlap), have predicated the 
claim of the new counties to representation, at the same session 
in which they were created, upon die proviso to the ninth sec- 
tion of the tliird article of the constitution. His decision on 
this subject is based upon a different reason, which I shall make 
bold to notice, not because I deem it of any weight, but because, 
to my utter astonishment, it seemed to have some influence 
upon the house. The gentleman from Hinds tells us, that no 
question of constitutional or legal con:<trnction has ever embar- 
rassed him so much ; that, after the most mature deliberation, 
he came to the c«>nclusion that the new counties had not a right 
of representation in this session of the legislatore. He says, 
that he has expressed this opinion, in public and private; 
that it is recorded in his letters to his friends, and has been pub- 
lished to the world. 

The gentleman further told us, that, if the question had been 
taken yesterday, he should have voted against the resolution ; 
but that, to-day, he is prepared to pt^rt with the cherished 
opinions of a year, and accede to the claim of the new counties, 
to which claim he had so long been opposed. 

It seems that since last night a change has come over the 
spirit of his dream ; the scales have fallen from his eyes ; and a 
new liglit has burst upon his path, which shows him that he has 
been walking in the ways of error. But I will not part with 
him so easily. We have travelled together so long and lov- 
ingly in this matter, that I must at least keep some mement9 
of onr companionship. Well, then, Mr. Speaker, as I have 
i«)»t the benefit of the gentleman's vote on the side which 
I iidyooate, I will retain his c pinion. Though tho prophet htf 
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been taken from me, I will hold fast his mantle, and thereby, 
percliance, I may obtain some of the inspiration. The gentle* 
roairs opinion against the reeolntion was deliberately formed, 
and continued till last night. His opinions in favor of the reso- 
Intion have been formed in a hurry, and are bat a few houi*s old. 
On which side, Mr. Speaker, wonld yon consider the weight of 
the gentleman^s opinions to lie? Bat I should do him injnstioe 
not u> examine the reason npon which lie has based this sudden 
oliange. When the gentleman from Hinds informed the Hoose 
of his change of opinion, and tliat he intended to give the 
reasons, I listened with ofien ear.^. 

I strove in vain to imagine what could be the worm which had 
thus, in a single night, eaten away the root of the gourd ; the 
gourd which, for a year, had grown and flourished and waxed 
mighty, antil many people were refreshed beneath its protecting 
shelter. Yesterday it was green and beautiful, and the stricken 
prophet reclined with joy beneath its umbrage. Bnt lol to-day 
it is withered, and the hot sun beatn, nnchecked, through its leaf« 
less branches. The gentleman's reasons were few, but, nnlike 
the Sibylline leaves, they did not increase in value as they 
diminished in number. Indeed, if I understood aright, he 
gave no reason for his change, but only a precedent; not an 
argnment, bnt only an analogy. He says he changed hia 
deliberate opinion npon this subject within the last twenty -four 
hours, by reflecting upon tlie State of Arkannas, and the admis- 
sion of her members upon the floor of Congress. He seems to 
think it similar to the case before this house; and, if I under- 
stand the mode of his argument, it is this : A law passed last 
winter, in Congress, making Arkansas a State. A law, also, 
passed this legislature last winter, creating the new connties. 
The senators and representative from Arkansas have taken their 
seiits at the present session of Congress ; therefore, the new 
oountiea are entitled each to an aflditional member on this flour. 
I remember but one piece of logic which can equal that of the 
gentleman from Hinds. It is to be found in the reasoning of the 
honeat Welshman who attempted to prove that Harry of Mon« 
.tfonth was like Alexander the Great. ^^ There it a rieer ta 
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Maeedon; aid there is aUo^ moreover^ a river at Monmouth 
It to called Wye at Monmouth^ hut it is out of my praim 
what is the name of the other riter; hut tie all one — His so 
like as my Jingors is to my fingers, and there is salmons in 
both:' 

It is a pity that Arkansas came into the Union jast at Uiia 
period. Had she pnt it off yet a little while, this excruciating 
analogy would not have existed ; this overwhelming argument 
wuuld not have been made; the gentleman^s original opinion 
would have lasted a day longer, and I should have had the plea« 
sure of his countenance in the vote I am about to give. Will 
the gentleman permit me to say, that my intellect is too obtuse 
to understand the force of his illustration. My faculties are too 
opaque to admit the light which so brilliantly illuminates bis 
mind on this snbject. 

I have attempted to show, in the previous portion of my arga* 
/lent, that the free white inhabitants of the new counties were, 
at their creation, and now are, fully and constitutionally repre- 
sented on this floor. Will the gentleman from Hinds be so good 
as to inform me whether Arkansas had, before the admi^on of 
her present members, any representatives in Congress f 

The gentleman has shown us in what point the two oases are 
analogous. I will show him where they differ: The inhabi* 
tants of Arkansas, when it became a State, had no representa- 
tive whatever, in either house of Congress. The inhabitants of 
the new counties are already represented in this legislature. 

The senators from Arkansas were elected under a positive pro- 
vision of the constitution, and one representative was given, or 
apportioned to it, by the very law which made it a State. The 
persons claiming seats from the new counties were not elected 
under any daut^e of our constitution, nor did the law creating 
these counties give them any right to representation. The repr^ 
sentative from Arkanf«s wa.s I presume, elected according to the 
forms prcMoribed by the constitution and land's. So were not the 
persons from the new counties who claim seats here. Th« 
Arkansas delegation did not go into Congress at the same aeasloa 
In which the State was created. 
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In the I resent case, admission is songht at the saine sesaion at 
which the counties seeking it were framed. In oonelnsion, per> 
mit me to say, tliere h no more similarity between the relation! 
which a State bears towards the Federal Government and that 
which a coanty bears towards the State, than there is betweeo 
the (tpinion which the gentleman hns expressed to-day and the 
one which he entertained yesterday. 

I have given the gentleman^s Arkansas argument more attention 
perhaps, than it was entitled to. My excuse mu^t be, that, as 
far as I could understand, it was the only one he professed to 
offer. 

He has, it is true, advanced certain abstract propositions — such 
fur instance, as ^^ that the people ought not to be deprived of 
their rights,** — and others of a similar character, which I dare 
not deny ; and indeed, as they appear to be of a very reasonable 
import, and altogether democratic, I believe I am willing to 
admit them. 

The gentleman has also spoRen very harshly of the constitu- 
tion. He denounces it, in no measured terms, as the offspring 
of ignorance and democracy. Aye, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman 
from Hinds says this constitution is too democratic. I agree 
witli him. I am one of those who opposed its adoption. Last 
winter, upon this very floor, I advocated the call of a convention 
to change it. It has not, however, yet been changed ; and so 
long as it is the oonf>titutiou, I have sworn to support it. Aye, 
sir, I, who have so long been considered its enemy, now stand by 
It in the hour of its utmost extremity. I call upon its friends to 
rally to its rescue— for its danger is great, and its peril imminent. 
I see souie of them who respond not to the call^. Though they 
profess to be its friends, yet, Juda?* like, tliey betray it with a 
kiss. But the gentleman from Hinds says it is too democratic 
S*r. when he discharged this gun, was he aware of the recoil! 
If ihiH constitution is too democratic, how democratic mu^tt he 
be who is willing to violate so many of its provisions, to carry a 
popular me&<ure ? Sir, this too democratic constitution is rank 
federalism compared with some of the doctrines advanced by th« 
gentleman from Hinds. 

9* 
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Bat edOQgh of this ; I have given my views adJ srgnmentv 
npon the right of the new oonnties to the representiitioii which 
they chum, and have attempted to answer the prominent oljeo- 
tions which have been urged on the other side. If my answei 
bfls been meagre, let it be attributed t«) the paucity of the mate- 
riald furnished by the friends of the res^olurion. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, if I am right in the conclusion to 
which I have arrived in relation to this matter, and these 
gentlemen are permitted to take their seats as members, and 
participate in the action of this house, what will be the effect 
upon our proceedings? I unhesitAtingly answer that it will 
render the whole of our proceedings null and void, and I will pro- 
ceed to demonstrate it. It will be admitted that if this bou!*e is 
now the constitutional house of representatives, and if it cannot 
oouHtitutifmally consist of more than fixty-four members, then 
a body of men purporting to be the honne of representatives 
but ccmsisting of seventy-four members, cannot be the consti- 
tutional house of representatives. Again : if, under the consti* 
tntion, this house must consist of members from certain counties* 
citicH and towns, then a body of men coming as members from 
other counties, cities and towns, cannot compose a consti- 
tutional house of representatives, even though they claim and 
purport to be so. I will illustrate the proposition. The High 
Court of Errors and Appeals is limited by our oonsti tntion 
to three Judges, and no law, decision or action of that or any 
other department of the government could increase that number. 
Should ten persons, including the old constitutional judges, pur- 
port and declare themftelvee to be the High Court of Errors and 
Appeals, and attempt to act officially as such, would the decision 
of such unconstitntiofml and pretended court be binding, eitlier 
upon the citiEens or any otlier department of the government f 
And would it not be the duty of every other department to 
refuse to notice, as a co-ordinate department, such nnconsti- 
tntional and disorganized court, whenever the acts of such pre- 
tended court should come offldally before them? Suppose the 
number of Judges who should compose the High Court of Errors 
and Appeals had not been fixed by the ootistitation, bnt ha4 
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been kfb to the legislative action, and that the legit^lature ha<l, 
by a constitutional law, fixed the n'jmber at three; snppoM 
Boch constitntional conrt, claiming t}.e right as a oo-ordinare 
department of the government to organize itself as it pleased, 
should increase the number to ten, would not the result be the 
aame? Would not the action and decisions of such disorganized 
body be entirely void? Would any other department notice ici 
or admit the validity of its proceediogs ? Now, I have attempted 
to show that the constitution gave to the legislature of 1888 
the Jurisdiction and power to fix the number of this house of 
representatives, and to say what counties, cities or towns nhouJd 
be entitled to send them. I have further attempted to show 
that the legie^lature of 1888 did, in pursuance of this constltn-> 
tional powef, fix the number of representatives, in tliis session, 
at sixty-four ; and did, in the exercise of the same power, desig- 
nate and point out the counties which should send these sixty- 
four members. I have farther attempted to prove that the 
creaticm of a county does not necessarily give an immediate 
right of representation, and that such right does not attach until 
the regular time for a new apportionment comes round. If ] 
have succeeded in proving these three points, then I have proved 
that this house cannot constitutionally consist of seventy-four 
members — ^ten of whom come from counties not CLtitled to 
separate representation, either by the constitution or any law 
passed in pursuance thereof. If, then, we adopt the resoiutioo 
before us, we make this house to consist of seventy-four mem- 
bers, ten of whom will represent counties not entitled, under the 
constitution, at this time, to any separate representation. This 
body will not, then, be the constitutional house of representa- 
tives ; and, if not the constitutional house of representatives, It 
will not be a department or any portion of a department of thif 
government. 

But, say the gentlemen, how is this fact to be ascertained ? 
This house is now admitted to be a constitutional body. If we 
admit theee persons as members, who can inquire into out 
action f I answer, the Judiciary. Whenever an act, purport- 
ing npon this fact to be a law, is contested before any oonrt, tht 
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Jotirtflls of both or either branch of the ]egis]atni« inaj b<t 
•ddaeed before sooh court to show tiiat it b not a law. 

Each branch of the legislature is required by the consUtotiou 
to keep a journal of its proceedings. These journals are the 
highest evidence known to the law of tlie land of the action o{ 
the two houses. Even in Great Britain, where they have nc 
written constitution, the journal) of either house of parliament 
are considered by the courts hs public records, and are received 
as the highest evidence of the action of that body, whenever 
such action becomes the subject ot judicial investigation. Suoli 
is the law as laid down in all the books on evidence ; and such 
is the law as derived from the rules of common sense. For 
what, I will ask, is higher or better proof <if the action of a 
legislative body than the journal of its proceedings, which, by 
the constitution, it is bound to keep and publi^^h. I will mention 
one or two instances, in wliich, from necessity, the courtn must 
look into the journals of a legislative body, and a denial of 
which right would involve an absurdity. 

By an express provision of our constitution, all revenue bilk 
must originate in this house ; and a revenue bill originating in 
the senate, though passed with all the legislative form:*, wouK 
not be law. But no law shows upon its face in which house i% 
originated. If, then, a law raising revenue was contested in the 
courts on the ground that it originated in the senate, how is the 
court to ascertain whether the objection is founded in factV 
Most as.Mi redly byloiikinginto the jonrnald of the proceedings ot 
each house, which are not only tlie best, hut the sole, evidence 
of the fact, unless you admit parol evidence. If upon looking 
into the journals of the two houses, it should appear that such 
law was originated in the senate, would not the court have 
jurisdiction, and be bound to pronounce it unconstitutional f 
Again: the constitution says, in the 2dd sec. of the 8d article, that 
'^no bill shall have tlie force of a law until, on three several 
days, it be read in esch house, and free discussion be allowed 
thereon, unless four-fiftlis of the hon.«e, in which the bill shall bt 
pending, may deem it ex|)edient to dispense with tbis rule.*' 
Now, no law shows ufion its face whether this constitutional 
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rale and limitation npon the power of the leginlatore has or has 
not been complied with. Suppose a bill pass in open vidlatioc 
of this oonstitntional provision, forced through upon a single 
reading, by a bare majority, wiU any man pretend to say it shall 
have the force of a law when the constitution declares it f>haL 
not? I contest such pretended law in the conrts, on the ground 
that it was not on three several days read in each house, and 
that the rule was not dispensed with by four-fifths of either 
house. How am I to show this? The journals of the two 
houses are the only evidence of the fact. Oan any lawyer, or 
any man of common sense, say that I have a right to contest 
the constitutionality of a law, and yet have no right to avail 
myself of the only evidence in existence of its unconstitution- 
ality, and that evidence too, of so high and sacred a diaracter 
that its preservation is )>r()vided for in the constitution itj*elf ? 
Such a proposition would be too absurd to require a refutation. 
I take it, then, to be perfectly clear, that whenever what pur- 
ports to be a law upon its face is contested in the courts, the 
party contesting it may show by the journals of the legislature, 
by which it purports to have been passed, that it never was 
constitutionally passed, and is, in point of fact, no law. Now, 
suppose I contest the validity of a pretended law, on the ground 
that it never passed through any house of representatives at all. 
It will be admitted, I pre.<«ume, that the senate and gitvemor 
cannot make a law, and that, withont the concurrent action of a 
honra of representatives, a pretended law would be null and 
void. Now, I deny that the body professing to be the house of 
ropresentatives, and assisting in the enactment of the pretended 
law in controversy, was a house of representatives. I have 
already shown that I can introduce the journals to prove that a 
!aw has been passed in violation of the constitution. I ofier the 
tame journals to prove that the body which passed the law was 
Dot a department of government at all ; that it was a body 
unknown to the constitution, and that it had falsely assumed 
the nam* of a branch of the legislature. If all these facts 
appeared upon the face of the journals of said body, would not 
the oonrt be bourd to pronounce its action void, and not biDii 
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log upon either the citizens or any department of the goron^ 
mentf Let us then bring the argument down to the action of 
this body. If we admit this delegation from the new ounntie^ 
onr joornals will then show npon their face, that this body 
consisted of seventy-fonr members, ten of whom represented 
counties which, if my previons positions were correct| are not 
entitled, at this time, to any further representation. This, 
according to my argument, would be clearly a body unknown to 
the constitution, and incapable of partaking in the enactment of 
a law. If, then, the courts can look into the journals of this 
body, and it shall appear to them, upon the face of such journals^ 
that this was not a constitutional house of representativen, will 
they not be bound to say its action is not law? The recognition 
of it by the senate and the governor can in no wise alter the 
matter. The courts will, undoubtedly, have the same right as 
the senate or the governor to decide, when the ai'.tion of this 
body comes legally before them, whether it is the action of a 
department of the government or not. Indeed, every depart- 
ment of the government necessarily has the right, when what 
purports to be the action of another department oome:» before it, 
to decide whether such action is, in point of fact, the action of 
such other department. If I am right in these three po:»i- 
tions : — ^lirst, that the new counties are not entitled to represen* 
tation at this session — secondly, that this house has no jurisdic- 
tion, or right to admit them — and, thirdly, that the courts, if 
our action is contested, have the power to look into our journals 
to see if we are the house of representatives — ^then the conclu- 
sion is inevitable, that, if we admit them, all our acts will be 
pronounced void by the judiciary, whenever they are legally 
introverted. Sir, I have not the slightest doubt that this will 
be the inevitable result, should the resolution be adopted. Nnr 
will the evil stop here. Not only will this legislature be vitiated, 
but every succeeding one. We cannot pass an Enumeration 
Law, nor an Apportionment Law. We can make no provision, 
under the constitution, for the future legislation. This reeolo* 
tlon is the poisoned sliirt of Nessua. If we once put it on, tte 
•treogth of Hercules will not suffice to tear it from onr ttmb»^ 
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Hi baneful power no modi tine can control — and in the djina 
agonies of the constitntion and laws, the people will cnree the 
officious hand w]iich extended to them the deceitful and fatal 

gift. 

I have attempted to prove that tl ese counties have no right 
to tlie representation which they claim. I will now proceed to 
the second branch of the argument, and endeavor to prove that 
the persons claiming seats have not been constitutionally elected. 
Ko writs of election were issued by the governor. The^ gentle- 
men, however, claim to be elected by virtne of writs issued by 
the boards of county police of their respective counties. 

Now, there are but two kinds of election for representatives 
recognized in the constitution. One is the general biennial elec- 
tion; tlie other is to fill vacancies. These gentlemen do not 
claim to have been elected at the general election, for that took 
place in November, 1885, and cannot occur again nntil November, 
1837. But they say they were elected to fill vacancies, on the 
ground that tlie moment a county is created, the office of repre- 
sentatives is created : and that., whenever an office is without an 
incumbent, a vacancy happens. For the sake of argument admit 
It, and let us see if they be constitutionally elected to fill 
vacancies. The 18th section of the 8d article of the constitution 
provident, that ^^ Whenever vacancies happen in either house, the 
governor, or the person exercising the powers of the governor, 
shall issue writs of election to fill snch vacancies.^* Now, as I 
have already stated, no writs of election were issued by the 
governor. I have asserted that the right of representation is 
merely a conventional right. I also lay it down as a clear 
principle, that all conventional rights must be exercined in the 
mode prescribed in the compact, by virtue of which the right is 
claimed. In other words, the nvKle in which a mere conven- 
tional right shall be exercised U as substantial a pan of a 
compact >r agreement as the right itself, and is indeed a part of 
the right. The constitution of this State does not sri re a general 
right of representation, to be exercised in any way wliich the 
people may choose, but only the right of representation, to be 
•zeroised in the particular modes prescril^ed, in part, by tin 
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oonsdtulion, and in part by laws made in porenanoe Uiereof. Af 
a part of the mode of exercising the right of repreMntation in 
filling a vacancy, a writ from the governor is reqaislte, by Tirtae 
of the clause of the oonstitntion jnst qnoted. This writ of 
election is as essentially necessary in the exercise of the right of 
filling a Tacancy, as a writ from a oonrt in collecting a judgment. 
I have nnder the constitution, a general right to apply to the 
courts of Justice, but I must apply in the mode prescribed by the 
constitution and laws. A man owes me a debt — I go into a court 
and loudly demand a judgment for my money. The judge will 
say; Sir, you undoubtedly have a right to a judgment against 
your debtor, but you must avail yourself of that right according 
to the mode prescribed by the laws of the land — go and com- 
mence your suit in the proper form, and then you shall have 
justice. I take his advice— commence regular proceedings, and 
obtain a judgment. I now demand of the sheriff to make the 
the money — Ut sell my debtors goods. The sheriff answers; 
Sir, you undoubtedly have a right to have your debtor^s prop- 
erty sold, but not in any way yon may please to exercise it. To 
avail yourself of that right, yon must first obtain a writ from the 
court, directed to me, and commanding me to sell — you have no 
right to have the property sold without a writ — that is the 
mode in which yon must exercif^e your right. The refusal 
of the governor to issue a writ does not alter the case, nor 
anthorize the filling of vacancies withont them, any more than 
the refusal of a court or clerk to issue a writ would justify the 
sheriff in proceeding without it But it is said, this is mere 
matter of form, and to get at the substance you are justified in 
violating forms. Sir, I do not know what gentlemen mean by 
the forms of the constitution, or what right they have to say 
that one part is not as substantial as anotlier. Did gentlemen, 
when they took an oath to support the constitution, make a 
mental reservation, that they might violate its forms t \fhat is 
the criterion, and who is to be judiee of what is form and what 
substance f If what is form can be violated with impunity, I 
fear the instrument will soon share the fate of the painting 
wbioh the artist requested his fKenis to criticise. Tb^ aB 
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proDonnoed it beaitifu\ a chef d^asutre of U.e art. He then 
requested that each one woald take a penoil, and strike from it 
sooh portion as he deemed objectionable. They did so, and the 
mortified artist foand no vestige of his pictnre remaining. Bnt 
it is said, again, this is bnt a small irregularity, a slight violation, 
and ooght not to be oon^itlered of importance. 

Sir, a single brick may be stolen from a building withont 
mooh apparent injury to the edifice, but let the example of the 
first robber be followed by others, and presently the whole fabrio 
will tumble to ruins. It is from such small and appttrently 
Insignificant attacks that governments and constitutions fall. A 
leak no larger than a spearhead, will sink the most gallant ship 
t.hat ever swam the ocean. A crevasse may be made, even by a 
reptile, which will let in the waters of tlie Mississippi, till whole 
counties are inundated. When men's liberties are directly 
attacked by open force, there is but little to fear. They see 
their danger and meet it boldly. Bnt when under pretense of a 
popular measure, under the disguise of friendship for tiie people, 
a blow is struck at the constitution of the country, then is the 
time for alarm. From open enemies the ]>eople can always 
defend themselves — to treacherous friends they fall an easy pray. 

With regard to the point under discussion, most of the gentle- 
men who have advocated the resolution admit that the mode of 
election has been irregular and unconstitutional. The gentleman 
iVom Adams, however, has taken one ground, which he has 
defended in so wandering and desultory a manner that I hardly 
know whether it is worth my while to dislodge him. The 
position seems to be a sort of block-house, in advance of Lis 
main battle-ground, which he alternately occupies and deserts. 
It is this : the boards of county police have, by the constitution, 
power to fill vacancies in county offices. It has shrewdly 
occurred to the gentleman that, inasmuch as a representative ii 
elected in a county, he is a county officer — ^and, of oonme, that a 
vacancy in the office can be filled by order of the bosrd of county 
p<ilice. At least the gentlemnn says it is a matter of great doubl 
wliether such be not the case. He sits upon the point like a bird 
npun a rotten twig, with pini ns half spread, roady to fly tlif 
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moment it gives way beneath liim. But let as aee wheilier i 
representative is a county officer. I understand a county office 
to bo one in which the duties appertaining thereto are exercised 
within the county to which tlie office pertains, and the ezerci^te 
of which does not operate upon or bind other counties; in otiier 
words, where the jurisdiction attacJied to the office does not 
extend beyond tiie limits of the county within whicli it is created. 
Thus, a sheriff a judge of prubate, a clerk of a circuit or orphan j* 
oourt, are all county officers — because tlie doties and powers i>f 
their respective offices are confined in their exercise to the 
counties to whicli such offices severally belong. On the other 
hand, I understand a State officer to be one whose jurisdiction 
extends over the State, and the exercise of the duties of which 
will operate equally upon all the citizetis of the State. Thus, the 
governor, the judges of the high court of errors and appeals, and 
of the circuit courts, are all State officers — because their action 
is general and not confined to any particular county or portion 
of the State. It is not the mode of election which gives character 
to the office, but the duties appertaining to ir, and the extent of 
their exercise. For instance: a judge of the supreme court, it 
will be admitted, I presume, is a State officer, though he is elected 
only from a particular district — but the exercise of the duties of 
his office extends over the whole State. Jjet us then see what 
are the duties and powers of a representative, nnd how far tUey 
extend. The power of a representative is to pass laws, whioh 
laws extend all over the State, and affect the pei^ple ot all other 
counties as much as the people of the county in which he was 
elected. He is a representative of the whole people of the State, 
and is consequently as much a State officer iis the governor. If 
a representative be a county officer, he is liable to the operation 
of the 28th section of the 4th Hrticle of the constitntion, whioh 
•ays that '* Judges of Probate, Clerks, Sherifts, and other county 
officers, for wilful neglect of duty, or misdemeanor in office, sliaU 
be liable to presentment or indictment by a grand jury, and trial 
by a petit jury, and u|K>n conviction shall be removed fr(»ni 
office." Now Bupp(«e, upon his return home, the gentleman 
from Adatns should find the circuit court in scission, and a bill 
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o/ indictment exliibitid against l.iin by tlio grand inquest of hit 
ooanty, charging him with wilful neglect of duty aud inisdeineauor 
in office, on account of the course piir^^ued by him in this very 
iimlter; does he pretend that, upon conviction before a petit jury, 
he could be removed from his office uf representative by the 
judfrment of the circuit court? If so, the circuit sourts, by a 
simultaneous action, might break up the legislature. This would 
be a novel method of proroguing parliament. The absurdity of 
tlie proposition*, tiiat a representative is a county officer, is so 
obvious, that, as I said before, no one has relied upon it, in 
argument, except the gentleman from Adums, and he has 
advanced it with such manifest distrust, as to show that he 
places no reliance upon it. If, then, a representative is not a 
county officer, the boards. of county police had no power to issue 
writs of election to fill pretended vacancies — and sncb writs have 
no more validity than if they had been issue<l by the chairman 
of a public meeting. The advocates of the resolution are com- 
pelled to admit that these delegates have not been elected in 
accordance with the forms of the constitution — that the constitu- 
tional prerequisite in tilling vacancies, to-wit: writs of election 
issued by the governor, was wholly wanting. Now, will gentle- 
men inform me, if they can distpense with the constitutional pre- 
requisite of a writ of election, whether they cannot, with equal 
facility, lay aside the law prescribing the mode of election? 
If they can leap-over a constitutional barrier, the laws will hardly 
oppose any obstacle to their progress. Indeed, I understand it 
to be admitted, that the persons claiming seats from the new 
counties have not been constitutionally elected, but that the 
failure of the governor to i^ue writs, ough*^ not U» deprive the 
people of their right of representation. They carry this doctrine 
etill farther, and assert that upon the occurrence of a vacancy in 
tills body, and a failure of action on the part of the officers 
whme duty it is to order and conduct an election, the people 
hnve a right to meet in their priu;nry assemblies, and elect, ic 
auch manner as they please, a representative — ^and that such 
representative, so elected, would be entitletl to his seat on thin 
Aoor. I understand the gentleman from Adams distinctly ti 
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AVOW (if I am wrong I oall apon him to oorreot me) tliat npoft 
the failare of the proper officers to do their duty, the people, in 
tlieir primary assemblies, have the right to send members to this 
body, without cciroplianoe with any of the forms of election 
presoribed by tlie constitution and laws. I a«>k the gentlemao 
from Adams if I am right in atiribating to him such a doctrine I 
He nods asRent. Will lie permit me to illustrate his doctrine by 
electing him according to his own mode? I will suppose tliac 
a vacancy occurs in the representation of the county of Adams. 
The governor neglects or refuses to issue a writ of election. The 
sheriff refuses to act without a writ; and, in consequence, no 
election is ordered, no inspectors appointed, and no po!!3 opened. 
Deep excitement pervades the community. The people meet ii 
the public places, like the citizens of ancient Athens, and greedily 
inquire of each other what has happened. At the comers of 
the streets at Natchez huge placards are posted up, on which, 
in blazing capitals, you may read, *' Citizens to the rescue! 
Your rights are violated — ^your liberties are endangered !** Sud- 
denly the tocKiii is sounded, and the deep tones of the bell, which 
hangs above the temple of Justice, and which has to o!ten 
assured the inhabitants of that beautiful city, they lived under a 
gi»vernment of constitution and laws, now speak the notee of 
alarm. The excited citizens rush towards the court-house. A 
hnman wave is seen in every street. That old haU, which ha<i 
often rung with the eloquence of the wise and the gmid, is 
now filled with men whode scowling brows and compressed lips 
denote that it is upon no ordinary occasion they have assembled 
there. 

The gentleman from Adams mounts the rostrum — ^that nacred 
place from whence law has been so long expounded, and Justice 
dispensed. Beneath him is a sea of upturned faces, and as the 
laming words flow from his ready tongue, that multitude is 
swayed to and fro, even as the tides obey the changing moon 
He tells them, with eloquence far beyond my feeble powers tc 
imitate, that the most sacred of all their righto is in danger-* 
tliat right for which their fathers fought, for which patriots haT« 
iTed, and heroes died. He tells them that lAzation witbonl 
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r^lxreseiitatioD is tyranny — that opposition to tyranny is o.<edionoe 
to God — that thifl right is ioalienable— that they cannot be 
deprived of it by any power whatever, mach less by the neglect 
cif dnty in their agents, the mere slaves of their will. He btaten 
how the varioos oflScers have neglected their dnty — ^and thus 
poors upon their heads the vials of his eloquent wrath : 

^ Fellow Citizens : — ^The sword of retributive justice shall soon 
descend upon the traitonms governor ; and to the ears of our 
recreant sheriff shall come from the ballot-box a voice which 
will make him tremble, as if he heard the last trumpet sound — 
the vo.oe of an indignant people. But, fellow citizens, you mast 
not be thus cheated. Tuese forms prescribed by the constitution 
and law, shall not bind yoar free energies. Even now, before 
yuu leave this house, speak in accents of thunder — ^assert your 
right — ^and should your choice fall on the humble individual who 
addre^ses yon, proudly will he stand in the legislative hall, and 
boldly will he claim his seat as your representative.^' The 
gentleman ceases : and a murmur of approbation runs through 
the assembly, which presently rises to a bhuut that would mate 
the roar of the ocean, when the tempest is doing its wildest 
work. He is eleeted by acclamation, and presents himself before 
this house as the representative of the county of Adams, with 
the flush of triumph on his cheek, and an almost endless roll, 
containing tlie signatures of all that primary assembly, as the 
certificate of his electicm. Could the members of this house, 
under their solemn obligation to snpport the constitution, admit 
the gentleman to take his seat upon this floor ? Does the gentle* 
man from Adams really assert, that., under such circumstances, 
be would be entitled to a seat? He answers in the affirmative. 

Sir, I did not expect to hear such doctrines advanced from 
that quarter. I look upon them with horror and alarm. I 
denounce them as disorganizing and revolutionary. They are 
the same doctrines which were preached in the jacobin clubs of 
Paris, during the worst times of the French Revolution ; and, if 
generally adopte<1, will produce the same result here that marked 
t'leir progress throughout that bloody period. If the gentleman's 
i^octrine is carried out, it amounts to this: that wheneyer an 
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officer of government fails to do his daty, the people hare tht 
right to take the matter into their own hands and do it for hire. 
If a jndge fails or refuses to hold court, the people oan meet in 
the coort-hoose and adjudge the canses upon the docket — and 
■honld they find a criminal awaiting his trial for some capital 
offence, then, inasmuch as legal proceedings are mere matter of 
form, and the punishment is the substance, they will have a 
perfect right to hang the poor wretch upon the nearest tree* 
Sir, I do not pretend to say that the gentleman from Adams has, 
in point of fact, pushed his tlieory thus far ; but I appeal to 
every sensible man, whether the propositions made by him do 
not embrace a principle broad enough to cover all such oases. 
And what is the princi]>le ? It is a fearful monster, which has, 
for the last two or three years, traversed the United States with 
the stride of a drunken and infuriated giant, trampling down 
oonstitutions and laws, and setting governments at defiance. In 
the city of Baltimore, in its frantic mood, it demolished the 
edifices of the citizens. In Charlestowix, a convent fell a prey to 
its wayward humor. It is no str&nger within our own State— 
and, maddened by a southern sun, its footsteps here have been 
marked with blood. It is the principle of mobocracy, the incar- 
nate fiend of anarchy. For the first time it has dared to present 
its horrid front in the halls of legis^lation. The gentleman from 
Adams has introduced it — and upon his head be the conse- 
quences, if, as I fear will be the case, it is received with welcome. 
Let the gentleman remember the fate of many a necromancer 
whose unholy incantations have been of power to raise the devil, 
but not to control him — ^and who, while struggling in the choking 
grasp of the foul spirit, has cursed the day he meddled with 
the black art of sorcery. A child may unchain the hungry tiger, 
but if he does, will most likely fall the earliest prey to the savage 
beast. I told this body at an early period of the debate, that a 
feai-ful chasm was at our feet — and, if we waited for a little time, 
ft would be bridged, so that we could pass it in safety. ^* I will 
leap It," cries the gentleman from Adams, impetuously. I entreat 
him t4> pause, if not for his own sake, at least for the eake of 
Ihoae who have committed dear rights to his charge. Let hiu 
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!iot tempt tlie fate of OnrtiU'<, wlien the conntry oan lecei^e no 
benefit froqn the sacrifice. Richer treoRures than the gentleman 
fn)ra Adams must be thrown into that yawning gulf before it 
oloses. 

Sir, I do moBt solemnly believe, that npon the rejection of this 
resolution depends the prosperity of this State, for many yean 
to come. I believe its adoption will infuse into the legislation 
of the State a poison which no medicine can care. It will part 
the laws from the constitntion, and set them adrift, like the 
broken spars and rig^ring of a dismasred vessel, which beat 
against and destroy the very keel they were intended to support. 

But in spite of this and all other opposition, the resola- 
tion admitting the delegates from the new coanties was 
finally passed by a bare majority, the claimants tbemselyes 
voting on the question. Therenpon, Mr. Prentiss prepared 
the following Protest, which in behalf of himself and 
twenty-one other Representatives, he obtained leave to hare 
spread upon the Journals of the House : — 

The nndersigned, members of the house of representatives of 
the legiitlature of the State of Missisnippi, believing that said 
b«>dy has, in certain action which has occurred therein at the 
present adjourned session of 1887, violated the constitution of 
the State, the law of the land, and the rules which govern legisla* 
tive proceedings, by admitting ao a component part of the body, 
ten persons whom they believe, under the constitution of 
the State, the law of the land, and the rules of legislative pro- 
*ieeding:4, to have no right to participate in the deliberations of the 
body, ask leave to protest against such action, as the only mode 
left by which to express their opinions upon the same. 

The undersigned set forth the following statement, as the 
ground of their proceeding : 

1st They believe that by the constitution of this 8tate, tb« 
power and jurisdiction of fixing the number of each branch of 
the legislature, and of apporiioring such number among tb« 
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eonnties, oitios, and towns, is given exprasslj to the whole, tn£ 
not to either branch thereof. 

2d. That the namber of representatives which shonld compost 
this brsnoh of the legislature at the present session, was fixed by 
tlie legist Atu re of 1888, and apportioned among the conn ties then 
in exisitence. 

8«l. The constitution requires that, in case of vacancy, a writ 
of election should be issued by the governor. 

Now the undersii(ned set forth the foHo wing facts ; — Ist. That 
the legislature of 1888, did fix the number of tlii:* house at sixty- 
four, and did apportion that number among the ci»unties of the 
btate. 2d. This body haa admitted ten additional persons as 
members thereof; thereby increasing its numl>er to seventy-four 
without any new apportionment by the legislature. 8d. Said 
ten persons were not elected at any general election, nor by 
virtue of writs of election issued by the governor, but by virtue 
of writs of election issued by the boanls o^ county police. 4th. 
Upon a report of the minority of the committee of elections, 
denying said ten persons Ui be constitutionally elected memberi 
of this body, a motion was made to disagree to said report^ 
which motion was divided, and eight of said persona were per* 
mitted to vote upon every portion of said report. Sth. Before 
aaid lasl-mentioned vote was taken, the question waa raised 
whether said ten persons had a right to vote on said question. 
Mr. Speaker decided that they had, an appeal was taken, and 
•aid ten persons were permitted to vote on the question whether 
they were entitled to vote. 

Upon this view of the oonstitution, and this state of facts, the 
andersigned ds most solemnly protest against the admisidon of 
these ten persons into the house, as f.n addition to this body, 
unknown and unauthorized by either the oonstitntion or laws 
of the State. 

They further prote$^ againet the mode in which they were 
admitted ; and more particularly, the power of voting, acquired 
by tLeir own votes, which the undersigned conceive to be a 
total and ontrageons violation of 0(»mmon sense and common 
Jos^oe, both of which lay that a man sliall not be a Jodge in hii 
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«wn «AM. The undersi/ped further protest against the actit>n 
of the speaker in the whole of this matter, which seemcth to 
Uioiu a continued infractiun uf coiistituti<inaI, legal and legislativd 
rules. In conclusion, the undersigned feel bound to say, that 
tliey conscientiously believe that the action of this house, iu 
relation to the matter above set forth, has been unprecedented 
iiu<i unconstitutional, and that it has the effect totally to dis- 
organize this hody, and destroy it as a branch of the legislative 
department of government. 

The late estimable Judge Winchester, then a senator 
from Adams coanty, introduced a resolution into the other 
bratch, declaring the legislature to be disorganized, and 
upon its failure, entered with five other senators a Protest 
similar to the above. 

After passing a bill, Incorporating the mammoth Union 
Bank, the legislature hastily, and iu great confusion, 
adjourned over to May. But Mr. Prbntiss immediately 
resigned his seat. Thus closed bis brief legislative careei 
Id Misiiifrippi 
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CHAPTER IX. 

■aooOMtloM of him In the Winter of 1886-7— Letter*- -Gains the great OonBwn 
Suit— Second Vlalt Home— Fourth of July Speech at Portland— Becomes a Candk 
date for Congress— His Views on the Question of a National Bank— M Isslsslpfil la 
1887— Opens the Canrass with a Speeoh at Natehea— Klectioneering Oampaifa— 
His Letters describing It 

Mt. 28—29. 1887. 

Thrrb was no point, perhaps, in Mr. Prentiss* life, when 
his physical and mental powers were in finer tnne thar 
daring the winter of 1836-7. He was the very picture of 
health, hope and joyous activity. His presence 8eeme<l 
encircled by a kind of charmed atmosphere ; it excited 
pleasurable emotion like the song of birds in spring. One 
could hardly be with him and hear him talk, without a cer- 
tain grateful elation of feeling. How shall I ever forget 
that winter ? I cannot recall a look, or word during the 
whole of it, that was not kindness itself. He seemed a thou- 
sand times more interested in forming plans for others than 
for himself. His literary taste was constantly showing itself. 
One day, for example, he bought me, at an extravagant 
price, a copy of Bayle's Biographical Dictionary, and thev 
expatiated, with all the enthusiasm of a bibliopolist, upon the 
attractions of that celebrated work. In such matters he was 
as eager and artless as a little child. He delighted, of an 
evening, *o sit and talk o?er old times, old scenes and old 
neighbors far away in New England. He never tired of 
doing this. Beginning at the old farm, and then passing to 
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llie Tillage, he woald inquire rn'ontelj abc«it one person after 
another, and then wind up bj saying he had never met 
aoch original characters since leaving home. At other 
times, he would relate exciting scenes he had passed through 
in the South, and give his opinion of men and things there. 
In these conversations, a large share was devoted to his 
mother and sisters, to devising little schemes for their com- 
fort, and expressing his affection for them. The following 
letters written about this time, may afford glimpses of hin 
feelings : — 

TO HIS MOTHBB. 

VicnBOM, FAruary 10, 1887. 

ICt Dbab Mothkb: — 

It has been now at least two months since I have 
written to any of yon ; a neglect I shoald not have been guilty 
of, bat for G., who writes so frequently and such long letters, 
that I tell him yon will never read half of them. Yon have 
received the news, I suppose, very regularly from him, and have 
lost nothing by my silence. The time when I expect to see you 
is BO rapidly approaching, that I feel almost dissatisfied with the 
cold and dull formality of a letter, in anticipation of the pleasure 
I shall have shortly in conversing with you all. I have Just 
returned from Jackson, having finished ray business both in the 
Courts and the Legislature. We had but a short session of 
the Legislature, though a verji boistenms and noisy one. In 
making the noise, I helped considerably myself, as you have 
no doubt seen by the papers which G. has sent you. In the 
Oourts, I was successful to the utmost extent of my wishes, par- 
ticularly in gaining the suit to which I have once or twice 
alluded heretofore in my letters. I never toid you the particu- 
lars about it, as I did not wish to excite hopes that might not 
be realized. The suit was for some very valuable property in 
this place, including a portion of the town. I was employed 
several years ago as counsel in the cause, and believing I must 
ultimately succeed, I purchased a portion of the interest. The 
matter has gone through all the courts, and was finally decided 
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ill my fiivor, last week, in the Supreme Oourt of the State. Thii 
ileoision is final, and we are now in possession of the proportj. 
My interest, I have no donht, is worth, and will realize at leoii 
one hundred thousand dollars.* This will he enough for us all. 
I rejoice at this fortunate result more on your account and thnt 
of the girls, than on my own, for even had I lost the suit, I 
should have found no difficulty in making an ample suhsistenoe 
hy my profession. As it is, I trust that neither yon nt>r the girls 
will ever again have a wish either for your own comfort, or that 
of others, which you will not he ahle to gratify. O. will leave 
for home some time in May. I shall not get away till June. I 
have a great many plana hoth for you all and for myself, which 
I will not discuss till I get home. 1 shall write to W. to night, 
to inform him of my good fortune, and that he sliall partake of 
iu G. writes you such long letters, that I believe I will give 
you a specimen of a short one. Tell Anna that the firstt twci 
things I intend to buy when I get home are a pony and a pianam 
My beat love to you all. 

Tour affectionate son, 

B1I4BOBNT. 



TO THB 8AMX. 

TidssoM, /VfrmofY tr, 1881. 

Mt Dbab Mothkr: — 

I have just received your letter of tlie Gth inst., 
and hasten to write you in return. I am very much pleamd 
that you have of your own accord, decided that it would be 
best to move into Portland. I have always thought that both 
your comfort and happiness won!<i be advanced by dtiing so; 
but I never felt disposed to press it, because yon could of course 
fudge best of the matter. I am perfectly pleased and satisfied 
with all you have done, and my only fear is, that you have not 



• mt WM BHieh below the real eethaate. In a note, addreeied to htm Mveral 
booUm later, by Judge Bharke/, the latter tayt:— "Tour lota mwi neoeeeartiy 
iDoreaae In value to long aa the otty oontlnuee to ImproTe. The preeent value, af 
propertj li now eitimated, cannot be leea than three or four hundred theueaaa 
dollara. My eetlmate le below that which li generally fixed bf oChen bett« 
ae^ualnted with the value of town property than myieir.**~liB. 
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ftTailod yoarself sufficiently of my oflfer, and may not have pni 
<<haiied a hoiiM that will snii yon. 1 have already told yon in a 
former letter that 1 shall not be able to leave iiere till some time 
in June, by the last of which month, however, I ho^M) to be with 
yon. I do want to see you and the girls very much, for I lov« 
them dearly. Indeed, they are sii^ters of whom any brother 
might be proud ; they are so kind, and so considerate, and so good, 
and I am proud of them. I am grateful to them, also ; for had 
1 not had such kind and affectionate sij^ters, and such a mother 
as I have, I do most sincerely believe that I should never have 
lieen successful in life ; for 1 should have been wiiliout the muiu 
indncement to exertion. Many a time, since I have wandered 
fbrth into the world, liave I been tired and sick and dii*gusted 
witli the o«)ld selfishness of those around me, and ready in per* 
feet contempt, to quit all further business with them ; but the 
thought of home and tlie loved ones there, has warmed my 
benumbed feelings, and encouraged me to renewed efforts, by 
the reflection that there were, tliough afar off^ those whose 
happiness was, in some degree at least, connected with mine. 
And I hold that no person can be entirely miserable while there 
is in the world a single individual who will rejoice at his pros- 
perity, or feel sorrow for hi!4 adversity. I have directed this 
letter to Gorham, for fear you may not liave moved yet. Q. is 
going to Natchez to-morrow, to see one of his classmates before 
he starts for home. I have nothing new to tell you, and indeed, 
it would be unnecessary, for I presume G. gives you all the 
goislp. Good night. My love to you all. 

Your affectionate son, 



TO Hit SISTIB AHVA. 

AprU%imt. 



Mt Dsab Sisnoi:— 

I have been gladdened by a perusal of your kind 
tott«r of the 8th ult., which, through the rapid medium of the 
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express mail, has just oome to band. Indeed this misoaDed 
Express is more tardy in its movements than the old system : 
^or I used to receive letters in mach less time than is now oon- 
■otned in their passage. I need not tell you how grateful to me 
are yonr sisterly and affectionate congratulations upon my sno- 
oess — nor how truly you appreciate my feelings in supposing 
that a sister^s wishes, sympathy and hope sound far sweeter to my 
ear than all the cold compliments of the world. I care very 
little for the opinions of those I do not love. Indeed, even if 
one were not inclined, it would be good policy to treat the 
world with contempt — for, spaniel-like, the more you abuse it 
the more it will fawn upon you. But I will not fill my letter 
with misanthropy, as it would belie my feelings. If I love not 
mankind, still I hate them not. 

And so the folks have moved into Portland at last I am very 
glad they are pleased with the change. I do not recollect the 
part of the city in which the house is situated. If it does not 
turn out to be a pleasant one, we will sell it and buy another. 
Before this arrives G., I presume, will be with you. He started 
two weeks since ; and I have Just heard of his safe arrival in 
Louisville. I do hope he will have persuaded S. to accompany 
him home. It will be so great a gratification to mother, as well 
as all of us, to have him with us this summer. W. will, of 
course, come to see us; and then we shall all be collected 
together around the same fire-side — a good fortune which does 
not often occur in a family so much scattered as ours has been. 

Josiah L called on me a few days siuce, on his way tt 
New Orleans. He is in excellent health, and, apparent]}*, good 
spirits. He has been living at Oincinnati, and says he intends 
to go and buy a farm in Illinois. He asked me what was ^Uhe 
good news,** and seemed very glad to see me. I have no news 
to give you since G. left — and as he will be with you before this 
letter, he will, of course, have unfolded his budget, and havs 
given you everything of the slightest importance or Interest. 

My love to yon all. Good night. 

Tonr affecUonate brother, 

Sbaboiht. 
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TO niS SISTER ABBT 

YioiiBimo, Jfoy 7, Utl« 

Ml Deab Sibteb: — 

I believe I fthall never beoorae as good a correa- 
Tondent as G., and I know you have good cause to complain of 
■17 want of punctuality. I never could express my tboughte 
kad feelings readily upon paper ; and, indeed, I have almost a 
repugnance to writing letters. It is, however, unnecessary to 
assure you that this arises from no forgetfulne.<« of my dear 
mother and sisters, for should I write as often as I think of 
you, your whole time would be einphiyed in reading my epistles. 
I wish you further to understand, that my repugnance extends 
only to writing, and not to receiving, letters. 

I am delighted that you are all so well pleased with your new 
residence, and know I shall like it much ; for whatever pleases 
you will please me. We have nothing new here, except the 
most horribly hard times ever known, and they are getting 
worse daily. It seems to me, half the people in the United 
States will have to break ; for, from all I see in the papers, 
thinffs are no better North. 

It I get off by the first of June, I shall not write again. Our 
Courts are now in session, and I am quite busy winding up my 
old business — for I have declined taking any new. It is getting 
late, so good night, and my love to you all. 

Your affectionnte brother, 

Sbabqsnt. 

He reached Portland the latter part of June. After 
remaining a coaple of weeks, and fishing once more in the 
Great Brook, he was hurried back by the Intelligence that 
his friends in Mississippi, had nominated him as a candidate 
for representative in Congress. 

During this visit he was invited to attend a Whig Fourth / 
•f July celebration ; and on being toasted, in a very com 
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plimentary manner, as " a son of Portland, in whose talenti 
and acquirements the vigor of the North was united to the 
fertility and luxariance of the South" — he responded in a 
speech npon the financial condition and distresses of the 
country, which excited the admiration of all who heard it. 
At this time his name was little known in his native town ; 
few present, indeed, had ever before seen him. The pecu- 
liar style of his oratory, in part the growth of his Southern 
life, was as novel to the ear of many of his auditors as the 
magnolia of the South in full bloom would have been to their 
eye. The celebration was held under an immense pavilion, 
upon the hill which overlooks Casco Bay. Mr. Prentiss had 
hardly begun his address when the thunders of applause ar- 
rested the attention of troops of men and boys, who, as is 
usual on such occasions, were sauntering about in the vicinity. 
Immediately they pressed up to the tent, and no sooner 
had they caught the accents of the speaker^s voice, or — by 
peeping through some rent or loop-hole — got sight of his 
face, blazing with excitement, than they stood still, trans- 
fixed with delight. It were difficult to say whether the 
scene without or within the tent, afforded the most striking 
proof of the orator's power. 

Some of his illustrations were exceedingly vivid. lu 
speaking of Oen. Jackson's ** experiments " upon the cur- 
rency, he compared him to a man who should seize you by 
the jugular vein, and, substituting his own will for the 
self-regulating law of health, ordain how fast or how slow 
the life-blood should course through it I No one whc 
heard him on this occasion, will easily have forgotten the 
passage in which he described the recent Whig victories, 
oast and west of the Alleghanies ; or his exulting tone and 
glow of countenance, as he concluded *t by quoting tht 
celebrated lines from Cktlde HdrM :^ 
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** Far along, 
Wnm feftk to peak, the rattUnr crM" among, 
Leape fte live thunder I Not from one lone doad« 
Bat erery mountain now bath found a tongue, 
And Jura anawertf through her mist/ shroud, 
Back to the Joyous AIpe, who call to her aloud I "* 

He retarned Soath by the roate across the Allaghaniei, 
and had, as the following letter iotimates, a very wearisomA 
Joaruey of it : — 

TO HIS TOiriraxBT bbothbb. 

YiOKnuao, Amgud 14, 1887. 

Dbab Gbobob: — 

After an exceedingly tedious and fatigning paB.«ag« 
of eleven days from Lonisyille, I have at length arrived safe and 
In excellent health at the place of my destination. The Ohio was 
very low, and the boat in which I embarked, took the occasion 
to tarry some seven or eight days npon sand-bars. I find things 
here very much as I left them. Times are very dull. There is 
not a dollar of money in circulation and no business doing. The 
prospect for crops is good, and I doubt not business will be brisk 
so soon as the cotton market opens. Exchange will then be 
restored between this State and New York. At present it is 
entirely prostrated. Vicksbnrg has been somewhat sickly 

• I find the foDowlng editorial notice of this speech, In the '* PorOand " Ad^er* 
U tr followed by an enthusiastic tribute to the eloquence of the Maine boy— from 
the spirited pen of John Neal:— 

** Mb. PBiarnBS answered to the call in a modest, eloquent and classical speech, 
nnaurpassed by anything of the kind we erer heard. It was fhill of power, and 
altogether superior to the speeches we are accustomed to hear on such occasions. 
*Te have done our utmost to procure it for publication, but are obliged to say— with 
faces longer than we should like to acknowledge— that the thing is impossible. W« 
could not procure from the gentleman himself, eren an outline. But neither Mr. 
FuoniM himself, nor the most attentlTe of his auditory, though accustomed to 
reporting, almost literally, the language of public men, uttered on public occaBionn, 
vould be able to do that speech Justice on paper, were they to club together tv 
the purpose. 

** We hope, therefore, our readers will be satisfied with the concurrent teetlmmiy 
•f all who heard It, that it was worthy of the man himself, one of the most gifted 
jBMmg the great body of New Bnglanders who have gone to the mighty West and 
•oath west— those storehouses of empires— there to multiply and scatter the 
•f Senojie unadulterated Jfeio SnglandUm.** 

10* 
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dnring my abeenoe, but it. U qaite healthy now, artd I \ppreheiid 
no danger whatever. The eleotion resulted, as I anticipated, ic 
the defeat of the Whig ticket, by a CDiisiderable minority, abont 
8,000, I was beaten 2,800 votes. I had 500 more votes than 
tlie candidate who ran on the same ticket with me, though h« 
had been electioneering all sammer. In the river counties, 
where the strength of the Whig> principally lies, they did sot 
give more than half the vote of which they are capable — many 
believing the special eleotion illegal and invalid. I shall make 
the tour of the State and try my luck in November, though I 
have small hope of success. I deem it my duty, however, 
leaving become a candidate, to use every exertion. But so far 
as my individual feelings are concerned, I shall not suffer the 
slightest mortification at defeat. I chall only regret it on ac- 
count of my friends and the cause. Had the special election 
not occurred until I had had a full opportunity of canvassing 
the State, I should have stood a good chance; as it is, yoo 
must look for my defeat in November, unless I can do more by 
my personal exertions than I have any warrant for supposing 
can be done. But enough of this, to me, insignificant subject. 
I find all my friends here well, and many of them inquire after 
your welfare. I suppose, by this time, yon are all very snugly 
Mtuated on Danforth street. I trust yon will be pleased with 
the bouse, and I should be delighted to drop in and see how yuu 
have arranged matters. Col. Ben is well, and is already edify* 
Ing the boys with an account of his adventures in the Free 
States. I shall leave town in a few days for the interior. I 
Bhall expect frequent letters from you, and the girls, and yon 
must always tell me of all your wants and wishes at home. 
I hope S. will stay with you till late in the fall. I would 
this election had been out of the way, and then I should ha\6 
ie^n with you stilL v 



i sha!l start out to-morrow on an electioneering trip, and 
b» gone till November. Should I succeed, it will be one of 
t^^ greatest triumphs ever obtained in this country. Tha 
r icial election, during my absence, playei the miacbief witk 
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the Whig cause. Judge Guion and family are well, and aUi 
Mr. Smedes. My love to yoa olL 

Your affectionate brother, 

Sbabgiht. 

Before setting oat, he pablished an address to the people 
of the State, oontainining a brief expoU of his political sen- 
timents. The leading question of the day, was that of a 
National Bank ; and to this topic the address is chiefly de« 
voted. The following extracts present the main points, 
upon which the election turned, and afford, at the same time, 
an instructiye illustration of the great change which has 
since come over the financial creed and policy of the 
country. 

In November next, yon will be called upon, in eelecting a 
large number of public agents, to elect two for the purpose of 
transacting your business and representing you in the Oongresa 
of the United States. I am one of the candidates for that high 
and important trust; and both reason and custom make it 
incumbent on roe in the position I occupy, to make known to 
yon my political principlen, so tar as they may have any bearing 
upon the action of a representative. This duty I shonld have 
jicrformed long since, but for indispensable absence from the 
Btate, to which I have Just returned. Though my name was 
before you at the recent election, I was wliolly ignorant when I 
left the State that a special election was contemplated, and was 
not aware of the fact that such an election would be holdea 
until a few days before it occurred, too late to have communi- 
eated with you either personally or by letter. I trust this will 
be a sufficient ^pluse for my apparent neglect. 

The most important question which now agitates the publio 
^nmd, arises out of the diKtressed condition of Uie country. To 
khe actual existence of great distress ; to the utter derangement 
if eommeroe, fiireign and domestic; to the diminition in bolb 
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the prioe and demaLd for labor ; to the prostration of bnsincM 
tn the mechanic arts ; ti> the depreciation of property ; to the 
universal distrust and foreboding which pervades the commnnity 
in every part of the Union, all men bear witness ; on this sub- 
ject there is but one party. The immediate cause of the evils 
above enumerated, is by all correctly attributed to the derange- 
ment of the currency of the country. It seems, also, to be 
admitted, that the only adequate remedy is a restoration of the 
currency to a sound state. The people ](K)k to Congress for this 
restoration, and they demand tliat it speedily be made. 

I believe that not merely the best, but the only mode of 
restoring the currency of this country to a sound condition, and 
):eeping it so, is the establishment of a National Bank. I 
believe we cannot have a currency in the United States adequate 
to carry on the business of the country, without such an institu- 
tion. We certainly cannot haye an exclusively metallic our* 
rency, though there is a party who hold the proposition that we 
can. All wine politicians, however, repudiate the monstrous 
absurdity. Even the Globe denies that either the Administra* 
tion or any prominent member of the party, ever advanced so 
f(K>lish a doctrine. Indeed sensible men all Join in scouting It, 
•nd it is now the peculiar property of the Loco Fbeo§, I look 
upon the theory of a currency purely metallic in a country lik« 
this, as one of the most unpleasant specimens of human imbe- 
cility ever exhibited. 

I believe the State banks, alone, incapable of fbmishing a 
sound currency. Having their origin under different systems of 
legislation, with dissimilar diarters totally powerless beyond 
the limits of the State in which they originated, each eager to 
fUrnish as large a portion as possible of the oircnlation of the 
oountry; these rival and hostile institutions are continnally 
pressing forth their paper, until public oon6d^ce becomes 
shaken; their issues are returned upon them, — suspension of 
•peole payment is the consequence, and seven years of peconiar^ 
famine auooeed the seven years of plenty. The same oonne wlA 
then be pursued again, and thus the oonntfy will be altemataly 
gorged and starved. With a Nati< nal Bank in of eratioii, each a 
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•tAto of tLiQgs cannot occur. The undue issues o.* State in^titu* 
tiong will )e immediately thrown back, before they have reached 
an injnrions acciimnlation ; and the State Bankf*, ke(>t in con- 
tinued and equal check by this great regulation, will harmoniously 
perform their legitimate function of furnishing a currency for all 
the domestic business of the States to which they respectively 
belong. This is the extent to which State banking can be 
carried, — ^furnisliing a local, but not a general currency. Expe- 
rience ha» shown, and reason demonstrates, the inability of the 
State banks to carry on the exchange of the country, and their 
unfitness to act as the fiscal agents of the €h>vernment, in the 
safe keeping and disbursement of its revenues. These ofiSces, I 
believe, can be successfully performed only by a National Bank. 
By the establishment of such an institution, our currency would / 
stion become what it once was, the best in tlie world. Witli / 
gold and silver for a basis, the issues of sound State banks for 
all local purposes, a National Banic to check the undue action of 
the State banks, to regulate exchanges, and to act as the agent 
of the Government in the C4>]lection and disburi^ement of its 
revenues, we should have a mixed currency, whicli experience 
has twice proven to us is sound, regular, and fully adequate to all 
the wants of the people and the (Government, and the only one 
I believe fitted to the political, commercial, and geographical 
character of our country. 

In the establishment of a National Bank we can easily ob* ate t 
the objectionable features which have been urged againa the * 
character of the old institution. i 

If^ then, I am elected as your Representative, I shall vo s for I 
the immediate establishment of a National Bank. 

let. — For the purpose of furnishing the government > ith a \ 
competent fiscal agent. 2d. — Because it will furnif«h a on renoy ' 
cf equal and uniform value throughout the Union. 8d. — £ icause \ 
It will restore the exchanges of the country, and relies the ^ 
domiimnity from the immense sacrifices which are now r %de in 
the transmission of funds from one State to another, kth. — 
Because it will keep in check the State banks, represi oadne 
and inordinate issues of local paper, and by that meani j» all 
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likelihood, prevent a recarrenoe to the desperate remedy of • 
BUspeDsioD of specie payments. 

I never heard an objection to the old United States Bank 
which can HOC be easily obviated in chartering a new one, except 
the constitutional objection. I know that as honest politician* 
as any in the country have denied the constitutional power of 
Congress upon this subject. I have myself, however, alwaj's 
entertained a different opinion, and believe Congress has, under 
the present Constitution, power to charter a bank. 

I would, however, out of respect for those who differ from me, 
be glad to see the Constitution so amended as to leave no doubt 
on the point. 

I have thus, fellow-citizens, frankly given yon my views on 
the Bank question — a question upon which my opponents, 
Messrs Claiborne and Gholson, entertain, I am informed, 
opinions diametrically opposite to my own. Indeed, I should 
never have placed my humble pretensions in opposition to 
theirs, had it not been for the opinion which they avow in 
relation to this all-important subject. They are both gentlemen 
whose personal qualifications to represent the people of Missis- 
sippi no one can doubt. There is no personal rivalry in this 
canvass— it is, as it ought to be, a question of principle. 

Before accompanying him on his electioneering tear, it 
seems proper to give some acconnt of Mississippi, particu- 
larly of its population, at this time. The following table 
contains an official return of the censas of all the counties 
in the State, except Tunica, in 1887. It is a very sugges* 
tive document. The proportion of yonng men is particularly 
striking. The white male population of Warren County, 
for example, was 3,530 ; of this number only 124 were OTer 
forty-five years of age. 
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The following table, prepared from tlie last United Statoi 
Censas, gives an interesting statistical sketch of the growtk 
and character of the population of Mississippi, down to 
I860:— 





White 


tWMDt. 


FlM 


SIbtm. 


IWMM. 


TMal 


180O 
1810 
1890 
1880 
1840 
1890 


6,179 

28.024 

42,176 

70,448 

179,074 

296,718 


84436 
88.18 
67.02 

15431 
65.18 


182 
240 
45S 
519 
1366 
980 


8,489 

17,<168 

82314 

65,658 

195 211 

809378 


889.76 

92.02 

100.09 

19731 

68.74 


8360 

40,868 

75,448 

188.891 

875,651 

6063M 



We have no means of ascertaining the different profes- 
sions, occnpations and trades, of the people in 1837 ; bat 
the census of 1850 contains a table devoted to this subject, 
from which it appears that of a total male population of 
75,082, there were 44,833 engaged in farming ; 5,343 wero 
planters ; 2,324 were overseers ; 2,287 were students ; 
there were 1,50A merchants, 1,090 clerks, 5,403 laborers, 
1,217 physicians, 590 lawyers, 471 clergymen, and several 
thousand mechanics. As late as 1850, more than one-half 
of the free population were natives of other sections of the 
Union. A large proportion of them came from North and 
South Carolina, Alabama and Tennessee. 

Mississippi was formed out of territory ceded to the 
United States by South Carolina ; and was admitted into the 
Union, December 10th, 1817. In size it is the thirteenth 
State in the Union, being considerably larger than either 
Pennsylvania or New York. It covers an area of 47,151 
square miles, is highly favored in situation ; — and has 
resources, agricultural and commercial, capable of almost 
unlimited development. In 1836, it had 1,048,530 acres of 
land under cultivation, and produced 317,783 bales of 
:H>ttoa. 

It is clear from these statements, that the great body af 
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the electors of Mississippi were plain farmers and laboring 
men. Many of them, moreover, came from different and 
distant parts of the conntr j ; bringing with them, of course, 
their various local customs, prejudices and traditions. la 
each principal town could be found representatives — not 
only of every sectional — but of every party feeling in the 
United States. The popular assembly often contained men 
who had imbibed their earliest political sentiments from the 
lips of Henry Clay in Kentucky, of Andrew Jackson in Ten* 
nessee, of Calhoun in South Carolina, or of Danjel Webster in 
New England. Not a few had always regarded the Rick' 
mond Enquirer as the oracle of public wisdom. Some were 
born Federalists, some Nullifiers ; others, Jeffersonian Repub* 
licans. Add to all this, a general dislike of Yamkea — and the 
reader will see that Mr. Prentiss, in attempting to revolution- 
I ize the politics of Mississippi, undertook a pretty difficult task ; 
one requiring no ordinary degree of skill and oratorical power. 
His letters give some account of the toil and travel 
attending this canvass ; but they afford no conception of 
the enthusiasm with which he was everywhere greeted. 
His fame had gone before him into every corner of the 
State ; the popular ear and eye were on the alert to see 
and hear one, whose pithy speeches and independent, manly 
course in the Legislature had already won for him uni* 
versal attention. The Whig newspapers of the day 
teemed with glowing reports of his reception and ad« 
dresses, as he passed in triumph from county to county. 
On each new occasion he seemed to surpass himself, and 
before he had completed the tour of the State, the convic- 
tion of his extraordinary character and abilities, long enter- 
tained by his friends, was the public opinion of Mississippi 
Such was the victorious power of his eloquence, that he 
might have exclaimed concerning almost every spot he 
rudted, — vent, nixi, vies ! His return to Yicksburg was likt 
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that of a young general from the sudden conquest of t 
province. 

The following brief reminiscences of this canyass, may ihH 
be unacceptable to the reader. 

Mr. Pbkntibs opened the campaig:n by a brilliant speech at 
Karcliez, in the presence of a hcwt of his oldest and most devoted 
perMinal friends. Nothing could exceed the pride and gratifioa* 
lion, with which they witnessed his political debut on this 
theatre, where he had gathered his earliest forensio laurels, and 
where, too, he had fonnd his firwt home in the Southwest. 
Many in the crowd well remembered him, when eight years 
before, a lame and lisping boy, he used to ride into and out 
of Natchez, charming all who met him, by his genial wit, hb gay 
repartees and mirth -provoking Yankee stories. None, who then 
knew him, where surprised to find the modest young school- 
master from New England, grown into the persuasive orator 
and ripe statesman ; for it was only the fulfillment of many a 
friendly prophecy. There was the utmost eagerness to hear 
him on the part of Democrats as well as Whigs ; the feeling was 
increased by the unbounded praises, which a speech, made by 
him in his native town during a recent visit North, had elicited 
from the Portland press. Notices of this speech were copii^ 
into the Mi:«is8ippi papers, and naturally excited a very kindly 
sentiment towards liim. He had reflected honor upon his 
adopted State in the most distant corner of the Republic. 

Among the many personal friends, who welcomed him on this 
occasion, the name of one ought not to be omitted— that of John 
M. Roes ; a young lawyer of eminent promise — accomplished, of 
fine literary taste, full of high aspirations, and the very soul of 
lioLor — ^jut destined, alas t in a few weeks for the grave, lie 
and Mr. Pbkntiss were most warmly attached to each other.* 

« Id a etter of Oen. Qultmui to Mr. P., dat«d Sept IT, 188T, I And tbt IbUowias 
rtfervDOi to Uila fenttomui : 

* Mt IHua PMSTm:— 

I am •earcttlr reeoTored from tiie ihock ray IMloft have ■oitalaoS 
M Iki lo« of ovr noMe, gattant, and aeconpltolMd frtend Son, to rtplj to jom 
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Of Mr. r/s address it is, of coarse, impossible, after the lapsf 
of 90 many yeans to give any fitting aocoant. It related chiefly 
to the currency, then the all-absorbing question of the day. 
Edmund Burke, I think the remark is his, has observed that 
■ome of the most important convulsions in society, have grown 
out of money questions. The great civil revolution now in pro- 
oe8S throughout the country, and which was to be consummated 
by the Presidential election of 1840, was a striking instance in 
point. Mr. Prentiss had evidently studied with much care the 
whole subject, both in its theory and practice. Tlie masterly 
ability, with which he discussed it on this occasion, and the 
original, ever-varying and beautiful imagery, by 'which he illufi- 
trated and enforced his arguments, impressed the entire audience 
with admiration. In showing how the Administration party 
had availed themselves of the vulgar prejudice against banks, 
and thus subsidized the Agrarian or Loeo/oeo faction, then just 
emerging from the majee of New York politics, he drew a pic- 
ture of the great national ^^ wire- workers " and their operations, 
so graphic, exact, and characteristic, wheel within wheel, that 
in your mind*s eye, you seemed to see the vast machinery of 
partisan warfare in veritable moti(m. It called forth shouts of 
applause. In such descriptions, his oratory was ^^ terrible as an 
army with banners ;^* nothing could stand against the energy of 
his look,, gesture, and impassioned logic, when once he wati 
fairly under way, in depicting and denouncing the tricks, dupli- 
city and selfish cunning of mere party management. No persi>n, 
who ever listened to him when thus aroused, could doubt, fur 
an instant, the intense sincerity and force of his convictions. 
Bcorn of all meanness and double dealing, whether in one man 
or a million of men, appeared to be a dominant instinct of his 
nature. He had abundant opportunities of witnessing both 

Istter, wbleh came to 1117 handa Mveral days slnee. AUt 1 I can hardlj reallw 
Am fact that oar brave and generoiu Mend ia no more. It was but a week eince 
that, Li a pablie ipeech, he pronoanoed npon yoar character one of the moat elo* 
^•rat, chaste, and beaatifUl eulogianui I have ever Itotened to. It now loiinda 
In my eara like the melody of the dying awan. He died of yellow fever, and haa led 
• void among oa, which cannot be 0Ued. He waa buried by the fenclblea withaV 
the honora of waf .'*- Id. 
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qnalities during this canvass, and rarely afterwards did hi 
address the people, North or Soath, withoat expressing hii 
abhorrence, and warning them against the perils, of what ha 
called "political jugglery" and ** thimble-rigging." This, of 
itself, imparted to his speeches a lofty moral tone, which could 
not fail to impress his bitterest opponents with respect. £yen 
when dealing with their opinicms most severely, and, as they 
felt, most unjustly, they readily admitted that he did it "all 
in honor," and were not unfrequently the first to congratulate 
him on his unrivalled eloquence! 

In the address at Natchez, and, as far as I know, throughout 
the canvass, his tone, when speaking of his opponents permmally^ 
was, in the highest degree, courteous and dignified. There 
could be no better proof of this than the fact, that the Adminis- 
tration organ at Natchez ; — a newspaper, characterized at that 
time, like too many of the party presses, by a spirit of extreme 
violence and blackguardism, admitted, in noticing the speech the 
next day, that in the treatment of his opponents, Mr. Prsntibs 
made use of only atie exceptionable word. But this was only a 
momentary admission, elicited by a sudden impulse of honor and 
fair dealing. As soon as Mr. P. had left town, there were let loose 
upon him from this, and subsequently from other Administration 
presses in the State, full volleys of poison-dipt slanders and mis- 
representation?.* Not that the editors of these presses had any 
private pique against him, or failed tx> admire his splendid talenta 
and frank, generous bearing ; but it was a part of the game, by 
which they hoped to secure his defeat. If Mr. Prsntiss after- 
wards lost somewhat of that amenity and kindliness of tone 
towards his opponents, which distinguished his treatment of 
them at this time (and it cannot be denied that be occasionally 



* In tb« totter of 0«n. Qattmaii, aIvmuIj olt«d, I And th« followlDf allntloB to tMa 
ml^ect:— **Tho Infknoat attempt! of and hli adTtiert, to lAjoreyoo, will no* 

inooeed. Ton hare alreadj a •peeiroen of the low maltgnttj of the wlre^workert 
kere. All decent men regard with abhorrenee the late asoaJiiln-Uke itab at jroor 
ekaraeter. It !• beneath jour notioe. I tnut that yoar health will be preeerve^ 
ind that jum will enertetieally follow up the Tlf0i.*oiii ouet j«o have 
JM fan, I All despair of the Hepoblta.**— tew 



BLBCTI0NKER1NG TOUR. 23ii 

M), it wan partly no doubt, in oonseqaenoe of the irritating 
effect of thAfie mde assaults. A man's political nerves most be 
made of iro i— and in this country, they should be composed of 
no softer stiff — not to grow sensitive under such abrasion. 

It was no wonder that there should have been a strong desire 
to prevent Mr. P.'s election. His speech at Natchez had sent 
terror into the Administration ranks, and it was instantly decided 
by their leaders that the owner of such a tongue would be a 
very troublesome member of the House of Representativea, at 
Washington, and ought by no means to have a chance of wag- 
ging it there. But all their efforts were in vain. He had " set 
the ball in motion,** and it continued to roll with irresistible 
force until the battle was won. I doubt if a more signal instance 
of the triumph of personal appeal and argument over party dis- 
cipline, prejudice, and hostile opinions, can easily be pointed out 
in the history of Congressional elections. In the Northiern sec- 
tion of the State, a very strong feeling had been aronsed against 
him, on account of his course in the Legislature upon the ques- 
tion of admitting the members from the New Oounties ; but his 
frank explanation of the motives which governed him, changed 
that feeling into cordial approval, and nowhere was he more 
warmly sustained than in these very counties.* 

* When Mr. PBrnrms reached HoUy Bprlngi, It wm aacerUlned that Judge Hv- 
Hof would decline the nomination, end ranch dlfflcnltj wee enooantered In enpply* 
Inf his piece. The Whlgi were in a mlnori^ in the State, and eepeeially In the 
ten Ohickaaaw conntiee— and Mr. P. was mar* tmpopuiar In thoee coontlee 
than the Whig cause, in consequence of his course in the Legislature. At length 
my name was placed on the ticket, from my snppoeed personal popularity. My 
friends would not permit me to decline. Mr. Pannn eauTassed the whole State 
— ^nd here, in my own section, where It was expected I would giro him strength, 
he hest me. He heat me CTcn in my own coun^. I hare often thought that X 
oeeup4ed, In that race, about the relation to Mr. P. that a yawl on the MissiseippI 
rlTer sustains to a splendid steamboat I 

He was a great Ikvorlte with all classes of the people— all learned frtsm him, and, 
therefore, he suited all. In polities, as In his priTate relations, JUmms^ war hli 
guldlnjr star. But I am at a loes to speak of him in a general manner ; for he was 
altogether out of the general order of men. He was, certainly, the great man, nal 
Mly of Mississippi but of the Southwest-and Arom the end of this remarkable 
iMVMt, Siv ooiid pretend to omnpcte with bim far the honor of being so regaree4 

XeiliryWwi Mr* Wt^A 
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In the midstof tti« canvass, Mr. Van Bare n's mcKage M iLe calM 
MMJon Brrived, a dooument whioli excited great di^aiisUction 
among the DemooraU, while it was everjwhere regarded by th» 
Wliige aa virtually ideotifjing the finanoial policy of the aduiin- 
Idtralion with the alianrd and deatmclive doctrine of the tM« 
Jhem. Indeed, the genenkl defitgnation of the party in power 
by the name of that aect, dates from this period, and waa in con- 
■eqnence of Mr. Van Buren'a messatce. An interesting and mo*' 
Instructive essay, by the way, might he written npon the rise 
and irfliience of party-names in the United States since tlie 
establishment of the Ccmstituikm. It it in apiiyaome oompeU"' 
person wonld not andertske the task. The terms Federalitt, 
J^enimiau Sepuliiean, Ifalienal Rrpvblican, Jaekton-iio^ 
DemooreU and Whig, Fret-SoiUr, and the like, Oontaiu, each one 
of them, a valuable political history. 

Mr. Van Biirvn'a menage, and the cheering news of gr^^^ 
Whig victories in Tennessee, New Jersey, Rhode Island, Maine, 
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■uj not be nointeresting in connection vitb the abore. It 
in dated Dehtok, Miss., Sept, 4, 1S81. Sflveral cb«)iteTi 
might readily be Slled with simUar letters from all parU ol 
the State. 

The Fuioe of the eloquent and patriotlo FsKNTtea had scaroel; 
died away npon m; ears, whari I seated myself lo AnnoDnoo tu 
you, that he adUreased a very large ai*«tnbly of his fellow-dti- 
Eena uf Yazoo in this place to-day. Nerer io my life do I reool- 
leot to have seen so delighted aa aodience, manifftited by the 
oreathless attention whioh they gave the speaker for the »psce 
of over two boors. Altlioagh there were those preeeot whi> are 
oominonly knowo u Van Bnren men, and consequently are dis- 
posed 10 enlertaio different piilitioal opinions from Hr. Pbsbtisb, 
there were Dune who exhibited, throughuat the address, any 
other feeling than that of the utmost tariafanljoii- Although Mr. 
P. was nniiparing in his deunnoiatioaof what is ootiimonly called 
" th« aptrimenl" npiin the onrreroy of the oonntry, yet he was 
urJotly ooarteoaa towards those vrho had the tnisfiirtuae to differ 
with him in opinion. He said he came not amongst m to lear 
open i>ld political wonnds, or to excite old political feodii. That 
was not his business. He came here, he Raid, as the humble ad- 
Tocate of great political principles — principles which intimately 
oonoeriifd the well-beina and happiness ni)t only of every man 
whole people of the United Staiet^ 
ecause he was a member of a parti- 
al a period bad arrived in oar oonn- 
be done by legislation, or onr most 
berties, would be wreeted from ne 
■property. • • • 
!en of Yazoo oould have beard this 
nooh I oootd do it Justioe — but tliai 
EEirriBa, if elected, will make a pr»ud 
i. His eloquent voice oonld do mnuk 
the waves of oormplion, whieh an 
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The psople of Holly SpriDgs insisted npon his partaking 
of a banquet with them before going on his way. Some of 
the sentiments offered on this occosion, show better tbar 
any description conld do, the political temper of the day, as 
well as the feelings excited by Mr. P.'s address. The fol- 
foUowing are samples : 

The good old Bepubliean Prineiplu — May they soon take 
place of the new-fangled democracy. 

Our Country and our Government — One and indivisible — ^the 
same currency for each. 

S. 8. Prentiu — Like the mighty men of old, may he traverse 
our country round, and wherever he goes, leave deep impressions 
of political truths upon every human heart. 

8, 8, iVtfnffM— A scholar and a statesman worthy of our con* 
fldence — may we be honored with him as our Representative in 
Congress. 

8. 3, Prentiu — ^The Ohampion of Misrissippi — Hnzsa for him 
and tlie National Bank. 

The Idee of Nbvembei^-lAay they show that the people of 
North M iraissippi feel a returning sense of Justice towards our 
distinguished guest. 

The following letters will fittingly dose the acconnt of 
this canvass : 

TO Hia TOUKGSST BROTRIR. 

OountBm, Ifan., (Mo6«r S, 188T. 
DlAB GlOBGi:— 

Since I wrote you last from Vickj^burg, I have 
t>een upon my electioneering campaign, and so busily have I 
been engaged, that this is absolutely the first opportunity for 
•ending you a line, which has occurred to me. I have visited 
about half the counties, containing two-thirds of the popalation 
of the State. I have made about fifty stump speeches, averaging 
In length two hours each, and have ridden thirty miles a day ; ss 
yon see that electioneering is no sinecure. I am much pleased 
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with my prospects, and should not W3nder if 1 was snooeFsful in 
the canvass, notwithstanding my prognostications to the con- 
trary. I have vinted the oonnties most hostile to me (the new 
oonnties), and think I have in a great degree succeeded in re- 
moving their prejudices. I have had an ardnoas bat pleasant 
and healthy time of it. I have been several times lost in the 
woods, and oat nearly all night among the Indians, of whom 
we have 6 or 7,000 in the State. The election in July, I am 
satisfied, was no test of the strength of the Whig party, and I 
make pro^^elytes every time I Tnake a speech. My health is fine 
and my spirits good. I shall oontiime my exertions till the day 
of the election (first Monday in November), by which titne I 
shall have completed the tour of the whole State. I have, how- 
ever, accomplished the most difficult part of my labor, and have 
now to visit the older counties. One of these times, tell Anna, 
I intend to give her an account of some of my adventures, which 
will be equal to a romance; though, to be sure, an election- 
eering hero will be somewhat of a cariosity. After the day of 
election, I shall return immediately to Vicksburg. Times are 
terribly bad in this country, and, at present, there is but a 
small prospect of better. I will write again soon. My love to 
you all. In haste, 

Yonr affectionate brother, 

Sbabgknt. 



TO WM. 0. 8MBDB8, I8Q., TIOKSBUBO. 

OoujHsn, Oct. 8, 1887 

Dbab Smedbs: — 

I arrived at this place day before yesterday, but 
this is the first moment of leisure which has been afforded me. 
I have visited all the western and northern counties, and have 
little doubt of my success in November. I have experienced a 
fiivorable reception in the Ohickasaw counties, far exceeding my 
most sanguine expectations, and believe I have succeeded in 
removing all the prejudice arising out of my course on the 
Chickasaw qnostion. 

We were all mistaken and made a great favx peu In the Bomi- 

II 
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nation of J adge Haling. He has declined rnnnicg. We btTfl^ 
However, a candidate in the field, who will answer the parpona 
as well as Huling. Thomas J. Word, Esq., a member of the bar 
at Pontatoc, has been nominated at that place, and also here. 
He has taken the field, and will prove an eflScient aid to our 
caQse. He is a gentleman of high standing, both for oharao- 
ter and ability. He is perfectly orthodox in his views, and 
advocates precisely the doctrines contained in my drcolar. Mr- 
Word is popular in the new counties and will be of great service 
there. 

Ton must have his name ran np at once in our Whig pai»erB, 
and let it be generally known. Oar friends in the west mast 
support him nnanlmoosly on the ticket with me, for I liave 
assured him he will receive the fall support of the party there.^ 
He will confine his canvassing to the Chickasaw and Ohoctaw 
counties, while I shall take the eastern connties. This is tl»« 
arrangement between us. By concert and action on the part 
of our friends, our ticket is certain to succeed. I have had a 
iaborious but agreeable time, and have not visited a single 
county in which I have not received great oncouragement. 
indeed, I doubt not that tliree- fourths of the people are in favor 
of a National Bank. I have visited abottt twenty-six counties, and 
made some forty speeches. In Marshall, I think we shall divide 
the county, or perhaps get a majority. I hate not been in a 
single county in which there will not be a change in our fav(»r 
in November. Try and let it be as generally known aa possible, 
that Mr. Word is a candidate, and is now on the atump before 
the people, and is the right sort of a man in every respeet. 

I have not time to write aa fully as I wish, and perhaps shall 
not write again. Assure all my friends that if they will exert 
themaelres, our success is certain. Show OuioD th5fl^ oa I hav«i 
no time to write another letter. In haste, 

Yonr friend, 

• Mr. Word*t vote, wbieh, la other iiarto of tho State, fiH Wh*p4 AM of Ito. 
Prmtiii more than I^MO, wae In Warren, Mr. P.*i e-wu eoQn(>, eaaetlj the 
f Is. 870.~la. 



TO HIS T07NOBBT FBOTHIB. 

I, ^99. 14, 18». 



DsAB Geoboe:— 

1 retarned two or three days since from my eke* 
tioneering toar, and have delayed wriLiiig till I oould give yon 
some inftirmation as to the result. I have had sufficient returns 
to assure me of my election hy a larger vote than either Claiborne 
or Gholson got in Jaly. Though many of the Democrats would 
D(>t vote at ail, yet I anticipate a full majority of the whole 
strengtli of tlje State, polled and unpolled. My election by a 
large minority of the votes given, I consider placed beyond 
doubt. As you anticipate in yonr last letter, I shall claim my 
seat, and armed with the great ^^ democracy of number^,** as the 
Democrats call it, I have some hojies of procuring a reversal of 
the outrageous and party-vote in Congress. Claiborne and 
Gholson have ruined themselves by their course, which has 
created very great excitement here. I visited forty-five counties 
during my canva&s, and performed a task in riding and talking 
nn paralleled, I imagine, in electioneering annals. For ten weeks, 
I averaged upward of tiiirty miles a day on horseback, and 
s|X)ke two hours each week day. 1 had my appointments made 
in advance through the State, and did not miss a single one, rain 
or shine. I enjoyed excellent health during the trip. In 
about two weeks, if I am not much mistaken in my calcula- 
tions, I shall be wending my way to the Federal City, though 
I consider it extremely doubtful whether I succeed in ob« 
taining the seat. I found a number of letters from home on 
my return, and need not a<«sure yon that they were welcome 
meseengers. I was mnch alarmed to hear of mother-s illness, 
but trust, from your last, that she has entirely recovered. It 
WHS fortunate you had mo*'ed before it occurred, on account of 
the superior comfort of yf ar present situation. S. was here on 
my return, and is still with me. He is well and in good spirit**. 
* shall write again soon, giving you more fully the result of the 
ilectioD aa I learn it. Hy love to yon all. 

Your affectionate bi ^ther, 

Sbabobbt. 
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nation of J Qclge Haling. He has declined rnnning. We htTC^ 
However, a candidate in the field, who will answer the purpose 
as well as Haling. Thomas J. Word, Esq., a mem her of the bar 
at Pontatoc, has been nominated at that place, and also here. 
He has taken the field, and will prove an efficient aid to our 
ca&se. He is a gentleman of high standing, both for oharao- 
ter and ability. He is |>erfeot]y ortliodox in his views, and 
advocates precisely the doctrines contained in my circular. Mr. 
Word is popular in the new counties and will be of great service 
there. 

You must have his name run np at once In onr Whig paiierv, 
and let it be generally known. Our friends in the west tiiust 
support him unanimously on the ticket with me, for I Itave 
assured him he will receive the ftill support of the party there.* 
He will confine his canvassing to the Chickasaw and Ohoctaw 
counties, while I Dhall take the eastern cunnties. This is the 
arrangement between us. By concert and action on the part 
of 6ar friends, our ticket is certain to succeed. I have had a 
jaborious bat agreeable time, and have not visited a single 
county in which I have not received grent enconragemeiit. 
indeed, I doubt not that three-fourths of the people are in favor 
of aNational Bank. I have visited abont twenty-six counties, and 
made some forty speeches. In Marshall, I think we shall divide 
the county, or perhaps get a minority. I hate not been in a 
single county in which there will not be a change in our favor 
in November. Try and let it be as generally known as possible^ 
that Mr. Word is a candidate, and is now on the atump before 
the people, and is tlie right sort of a man m every respeet. 

I have not time to write as tally as I wish, and perhaps shall 
not write again. Assure all my friends that if they will exert 
fthemaelves, onr succesn is certain. Show Guiop th5S| m I have 
iu> time to write another letter. In haste, 

Tour fViend, 

8 S. ?«RPt«s% 



• Mr. W«rd*i vot«, whieh. In other pftrts of the Stato, fail Mt*o4 tel of 
PreatiM more than 1,S00, wm la Wwreo, Mr. ?.*• otd eoant>, eaa^tly the 
rli.870.— !». 
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TO HIB TOTJHeBBT FBOTHIB. 

DsAB Geobge:— 

1 retarned two or three days since from my eke- 
Honeering toar, and have delayed writing till I oould give yoQ 
some information as to the result. I have had sufficient returns 
to assure me of my election by a larger vote than either Claiborne 
or Gholson got in July. Though many of the Democrats would 
D(>t vote at all, yet I anticipate a lull majority of the whole 
strength of the State, pulled and unpolled. My election by a 
large minority of the votes given, I consider placed beyond 
doubt. As you anticipate in yonr last letter, I shall claim my 
seat, and armed with the great ^^ democracy of number«s" as tlie 
Democrats call it, I have some hopes of procuring a reversal of 
the outrageous and party-vote in Congress. Claiborne and 
Gholson have ruined themselves by their course, which has 
created very great excitement here. I visited forty-five counties 
during my' canvass, and performed a task in riding and talking 
unparalleled, I imagine, in electioneering annals. For ten weeks, 
I averaged upward of tiiirty miles a day on horseback, and 
spoke two hours each week day. I had my appointments made 
in advance through the State, and did not miss a single one, rain 
or shine. I enjoyed excellent health during the trip. la 
about two weeks, if I am not much mistaken in my calcula- 
tions, I shall be wending my way to the Federal City, though 
I consider it extremely doubtful whether I succeed in ob- 
taining the seat. I f<mnd a number of letters from home on 
my return, and need not a.<«sure you that they were welcome 
messengers. I was much alarmed to hear of mother-s illness, 
but trust, from your last, that she has entirely recovered. It 
WHS fortunate you had mo^-ed before it occurred, on account of 
the superior comfort of yf ar present situation. S. was here on 
my return, and is still with me. He is well and in good spirits. 
* shall write again soon, giving you more fully the result of thf 
flection as I learn it. My love to yon all. 

Tour affectionate br >ther, 

Sbasobht. 
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nation of Judge Haling. He has declined rnnniag. "We hmve, 
However, a candidate in the field, who will answer the parpone 
as well as Huling. Thomas J. Word, Esq., a member of the bar 
at Pontatoc, has been nominated at that place, and also here. 
He has taken the field, and will prove an efficient ud to our 
cnQse. He is a gentleman of high standing, both for charac- 
ter and ability. He is perfectly orthodox in his views, and 
advocates precisely tlie doctrines contained in my cironlar. Mr. 
Word is popular in the new coanties and will be of great service 
there. 

Ton most have his name ran np at once in our Whig paiiers, 
and let it be generally known. Our friends in the west iiinst 
support him nnanimoosly on tlie ticket with me, for I liave 
assured him he will receive the full support of the party there.'^ 
He will confine his canvassing to the Chickasaw and Ohoctaw 
counties, while I shall take the eastern counties. This is the 
arrangement between us. By concert and action on the part 
of 6ur friends, our ticket is certain to succeed. I have had a 
iaborious but agreeable time, and have not visited a single 
county in which I have not received grent encourngemeiit. 
indeed, I doubt not that three- fourths of the people are in favor 
of a National Bank. I have visited about twenty-six counties, and 
made some forty speeches. In Marshall, I think vre shall divide 
the county, or perhaps get a m^ority. I have not been in a 
single county in which there will not be a chango in our favor 
in November. Try and let it be as generally known as possible, 
that Mr. Word is a candidate, and is now on the stump before 
the people, and is the right sort of a man m every respeet. 

I have not time to write as fully as I wish, and perhaps shall 
not write again. Assure all my friends that if Ihey will exert 
themselves, our success is certain. Show Ouioo tK% aa I bav^ 
no time to write another letter. In haste, 

Tour fViend, 

S 8. PwnPT'i^ 



• Mr. W«rd*i Toto, which, la other ptrtt of the State, fen hohM Ital of 
frentlH more than 1,800, wm In Warren, Mr. P.*ft e^wn eonn^, MMtly the 
riB. 870.— to. 
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TO HIS TOTTNOBBT FBOTHIB. 

▼MMnuM, 3be. 14, 1897. 

Deab Geobgb:— 

I returned two or three days sinoe from my elce* 
HoneeriDg tour, and have delayed writing till I oould give yoQ 
some information as to the result. I have had sufficient returns 
to assare me of my election by a larger vote than either Claiborne 
or Gholson got in July. Though many of the Democrats would 
not vote at all, yet I anticipate a full roigority of the whole 
strength of the State, pulled and unpolled. My election by a 
large minority of the votes given, I consider placed beyond 
doubt. As you anticipate in yonr last letter, I shall claim my 
seat, and armed with the great ^^ democracy of numbers," as tlio 
Democrats call it, I have some hopes of procuring a reversal of 
the outrageous and party-vote in Congress. Claiborne and 
Gholson have ruined themselves by their course, which has 
created very great excitement here. I visited forty -five counties 
during my canvass, and performed a task in riding and talking 
unparalleled, I imagine, in electioneering annals. For ten weeks, 
I averaged upward of thirty miles a day on horseback, and 
s{>oke two hours each week day. I had my appointments made 
in advance through the State, and did not miss a single one, rain 
or shine. I enjoyed excellent health during the trip. In 
about two weeks, if I am not much mistaken in my calcula- 
tions, I shall be wending my way to the Federal City, though 
I consider it extremely doubtful whether I succeed in ob- 
taining the seat. I ftmnd a number of letters from home on 
my return, and need not a.<isure yon that they were welcome 
messengers. I was much alarmed to hear of mother's illness, 
but trust, from your last, that she has entirely recovered. It 
WHS fortunate you had mo**ed before it occurred, on account of 
the superior comfort of yf ar present situation. S. was here on 
my return, and is still with me. He is well and in good spirits. 
* shall write again soon, giving you more fully the result of tht 
tlaction as I learn it. My love to yon all. 

Your affectionate bi ^ther^ 

Sbabobht. 
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nation of Jadge Haling. He has declined rnnnicg. We hmr^ 
However, a candidate in the field, who will answer the purpose 
as well as Haling. Thomas J. Word, Esq., a member of the bar 
at Pontatoc, has been nominated at that place, and also here. 
De has taken the field, and will prove an eflScient aid to our 
caose. He is a gentleman of high standing, both for oharao- 
ter and ability. He is |>erfect]y orthodox in his views, and 
advocates precisely the doctrines contained in my circular. Mr- 
Word is popular in the new ooanties and will be ot* great service 
there. 

Tou must have his name run np at once in our Whig paiiera, 
and let it be generally known. Our friends in the west must 
support hirn unanimously on the ticket with me, for I have 
assured him he will receive the full support of the party there.* 
He will confine his canvassing to the Chickasaw and Ohoctaw 
counties, while I shall take the eastern counties. This ia tli4 
arrangement between us. By ooncert and action on the f>art 
of our friends, our ticket is certain to succeed. I have had a 
laborious but agreeable time, and have not visited a single 
county in which I have not received gretit eocouragemeiu. 
indeed, I doubt not that three- fourths of the people are in favor 
of a National Bank. I have visited abont twenty-sit counties, and 
made some forty speeches. In Marshall, I think we shall divide 
the county^ or perhaps get a m^ority. I hate not been in a 
single county in which there will not be a change in our favor 
in November. Try and let it be as generally known as possible, 
that Mr. Word is a candidate, and is now on the aturop before 
the people, and is the right sort of a man m every respeet. 

I have not time to write as fhlly as I wish, and perhaps shall 
not write again. Assure all my friends that if ^ey wlU exert 
Ihemselves, our succesa Is e&rtain. Show Qaiop th.% aa I hav* 
Pi) time to write another letter. In haste, 

Tour friend, 

B a PwvT«»a. 

• Mr. W«rd*t vot«, whieh, la ofher ptrti of tho State, ftH WIl*p4 Vmtm. 
fnnUm mort tliaa I^IOO, wm la Warrea, Bfr. P.*i o^a eooal). ««a#Ujr tht 
fis. 8T0.— 1^ 



LXTTERS ilS 

TO HIB T07NGEBT FBOTHIB. 

I, JTov. 14, 1897. 



Dkab Geoboe:— 

1 retorned two or three days since from my el€e< 
Honeering toar, and have delayed wriling till I oould give yea 
some information as to tlie result. I have had sufficient returns 
to assure me of my election hy a larger vote than either Claiborne 
or Gholson got in July. Though many of the Democrats would 
u(>t vote at all, yet I anticipate a full migority of the whole 
strength of the State, polled and unpolled. My election hy a 
large minority of the votes given, I consider placed heyond 
doubt. As you anticipate in yonr last letter, I shall claim my 
seat, and armed with the great *^ democracy of number?,'* as tlio 
Democrats call it, I have some hopes of procuring a reversal of 
the outrageous and party-vote in Congrei^s. Olaiborne and 
Gholson have ruined themselves by their course, which has 
created very great excitement here. I visited forty-five counties 
during my canvasn, and performed a task in riding and talking 
unparalleled, I imagine, in electioneering annals. For ten weeks, 
I averaged upward of thirty miles a day on horseback, and 
spoke two hours each week day. I had my appointments made 
in advance through the State, and did not miss a single one, rain 
or shine. I enjoyed excellent health during the trip. In 
about two weeks, if I am not much mistaken in my calcula- 
tions, I shall be wending my way to the Federal Oity, though 
I consider it extremely doubtful whether I succeed in ob« 
taining the seat. I found a number of letters from home on 
my return, and need not &<(sure you that they were welcome 
messengers. I was much alarmed to hear of mother-s illness, 
but trust, from your last, that she has entirely recovered. It 
was fortunate you bad mo**ed before it occurred, on account of 
the superior comfort of yt ar present situation. S. was here on 
my return, and is still with me. He is well and in good spirits. 
< shall write again soon, giving you more fully the result of the 
flection as I learn it. My love to yon all. 

Your affectionate br tther, 

Sbasobbt. 
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nation of Judge Haling. He has deolined rnnning. We bAT€^ 
However, a candidate in the field, who will answer the purpona 
as well as Haling. Thomas J. Word, Esq., a member of the bar 
at Pontatoc, has been nominated at that place, and also here. 
He has taken the field, and will prove an eflSdent aid to our 
cause. He is a gentleman of high standing, both for oharao- 
ter and ability. He is i)erfectly orthodox in his views, and 
advocates precisely the doctrines contained in my circalar. Mr. 
Word is popular in the new counties and will be of great service 
ihevQ, 

Ton must have his name run up at once in our Whig pa|ieri, 
and let it be generally known. Our friends in the west mast 
sapport him unanimously on the ticket with me, for I have 
assured him he will receive the full sapport of the party there.* 
He will confine his canvassing to the Chickasaw and Ohoctaw 
counties, while I shall take the eastern counties. This is the 
arrangement between us. By concert and action on the part 
of 6ur friends, our ticket is certain to succeed. I have had a 
jaborious but agreeable time, and have not visited a single 
county in which I have not received grent encouragement, 
indeed, I doubt not that three-fourths of the people are in favor 
of a National Bank. I have visited about twenty-si x c«>u n ties, and 
made some forty speeches. In Marshall, I think \ye shall divide 
the county, or perhaps get a minority. I have not been in a 
single county in which there will not be a change in our favor 
in November. Try and let it be as generally known as possible, 
that Mr. Word is a candidate, and is now on the stump before 
the people, and is the right sort of a man m every respe^tt. 

I have not time to write as fully as I wish, antl perhaps shall 
not write again. Assure all my friends that if ^ey will exert 
themselves, our snccesa is certain. Show QuioD th?8^ aa I havtt 
no time to write another letter. In haste, 

Tour firiend, 

S 8. Fi 



• Mr. Word*t Totc, whieh, la other parti of tb« Btatt, fiH Wli.*»4 Itel •! Ito« 
FreatlM mort than 1,100, wm In Warren, Mr. P.*« O'vn ooont), eaa^tty the 
ni.870.- 



LXrrERs S4S 

TO HIB TOTTNGSBT FfiOTHKB. 

I, S99. 14, 1897. 



DsAB George :— 

1 retarned two or three days since from my elce* 
tioneering tonr, and have delayed w riling till I ooald give yon 
some information as to tiie result. I have had sufficient returns 
to assure me of my election by a larger vote than either Claiborne 
or Gholson got in July. Though many of tlie Democrats would 
Dc>t vote at all, yet I anticipate a full majority of the whole 
strength of the State, polled and unpolled. My election by a 
large minority of the votes given, I consider placed beyond 
doubt. As you anticipate in yonr last letter, I shall claim my 
sear, and armed with the great *^ democracy of numbers," as the 
Democrats call it, I have some hopes of procuring a reversal of 
the outrageous and party-vote in Congrei^s. Olaiborne and 
Gholflim have ruined themselves by their course, which has 
created very great excitement here. I visited forty-five counties 
during my canvass, and performed a task in riding and talking 
unparalleled, I imagine, in electioneering annals. For ten weeks, 
I averaged upward of thirty miles a day on horseback, and 
spoke two hours each week day. I had my appointments made 
in advance through the State, and did not miss a single one, rain 
or shine. I enjoyed excellent health during the trip. In 
about two weeks, if I am not much mistaken in my calcula- 
tions, I shall be wending my way to the Federal City, though 
I consider it extremely doubtful whether I succeed in ob- 
taining the seat. I found a number of letters from home on 
my return, and need not assure you that they were welcome 
messengers. I was much alarmed to hear of mothers illness, 
but trust, from your last, that she has entirely recovered. It 
was fortunate you had mo^'ed befiire it occurred, on account of 
the superior comfort of yr ar present situation. S. was here on 
my return, and is still with me. He is well and in good spirits. 
* shall write again soon, giving you more fully the result of tht 
flection as I learn it. My love to yon all. 

Your affectionate bi ^ther, 

BKABonrr. 
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CHAPTER X. 

irrlVM iB WaihlngtOD— The Lower Home of Oongreea in 1888— mninlppl Oem • 
•■■ t ed ElecUoD— Hie flrit Speech on elalmloff hb Seat— The Adminition It excited 
^Mr. Webeter*e and Mr. FtUmore'a Opinions of it— If r. Legare'a Reply tc it— HIa 
■econd Speech— What followed— The final Refolt— Is r^eoted — An Error corrected 
tooohing a Remark of Mr. Olay— Public Dinner on the Ere of hie Return to Miasi^ 
dppl and a Union Speech of Mr. Webster— Letter*. 

Mt.29. 1888. 

He did noi reach Washington until near the end of the 
jear. The day after his arriyal he wrote home : 



Wimaoiw Onr, J)m. tt, ISST. 
Dear Gboroi : — 

I am at length in the *^ oity of magnificent dis- 
tances.^ I arriTed here last evening, after an exceedingly tedious 
and dissgreeahle trip np the river and across the mountains. I 
lefc y ickshnrg about the 10th inst., not so soon by two weeks as 
I had expected ; but the returns of the election came in so slowly 
and I had so much private business to arrange, that it was im- 
possible for me to leave at an earlier period. I see, however, 
that some of the newspapers have had me here for a fortnight^ 
and one of the letter writers has even taken the liberty of re- 
signing for me. I have not yet arranged my plan c{ operations, 
but shall do so in a day or two. I wish, first, to look about me 
and see how the land lies. I have my credentials and everything 
necessary for presenting the matter in the most imposing attl- 
tnde. I shall have a vigorous contest, and the result is doub^ 
fbl ; but my impression Is that I shall obtain the seat. There 
would be no diffierJty in the case, were it not that it will be 
tttde a party question ; and the Van Bnren party are in too dm' 
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perate a condition w give up, without a struggle, the two votes 
of Claiborne and Gholson. By the by, Gholson is very siok, and 
will not be able to participate in the disonssion or to appear in 
the Honse. Personally I care very little for the result. I have 
achieved a triumph in the election, sufficient to satisfy my ambi 
tion. I received the largest vote ever cast in the State, between 
two and three thousand more than Olaiborne received in July 
last^ and that too in the face of the moatt bitter and unprincipled 
opposition. But enough at present of politics. I shall keep yon 
Informed of the progress of events as they occur. I found here 
a letter from yon and abo one from Anna, and I shall expect a 
letter from some of you at least once a week while I am in the 
city. Tell A. I will order the InteUigeneer for her My love 
to yon all 

Tonr affectionate brother, 

8. 8. PssziTiaa 



TO HIS SISTXB ABBT. 

WAinaoTOH Oirr, t^Sm. 1, 1688. 

Dbab Abbt: — 

I do not believe that I have written to yon for a 
▼ery long period. I will, therefore, make amends by commenc- 
ing a new year and a letter to you at the same time. And first 
let me wish yon all, a happy, happy new year. I wonld almost 
give ray chance for a seat in Congress to be with you to-dsy. 
As it is, I am all alone, looking into books, papers, and docu- 
ments of all sorts, to prepare myself for a speech in the case of 
**the Mississippi Election;" but every moment or two my 
thoughts wander away to Portland, and leave the rights of the 
people of the State of Mississippi to take care of themselves. 
But I am with you in fancy, for I am 80 near you now, that iin- 
igination has little difficulty in accomplishing the rest of the way. 
I wrote to George the day atler I arrived here, pince which no- 
thing of importance has occurred. I presented my credentials 
lo the Bouse ; they were referred to the Committee on £lectionS| 
vitfi Insuflotiuns to -eport the farts of the case, and I imagint 
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tbat in the oonrse of a week the oomniittee will report There* 
apon a discui'sioD of a week or two, I sappose, will follow, in 
which I shall participate, and at the end of that period a final 
decision will take place. I am at present strongly inclined to 
think that I shall succeed in obtaining the peat, though it is diffi* 
cult to judge as to the result of the case, on account of the 8tronj 
party-feeling wliicli is excited in relation to it. I feel but little 
iLterest in the matter, except that my pride is somewhat invol- 
ved. If I am not admitted, I shall come on and <ee vou at once. 
If I am admitted, I shall not be able to leave until the end of the 
session. Ton must all write me, and that often, and I shall keep 
you advised of everything of interest which occurs to me. My 
love toalL 

Your a£feotion&te brother, 

Skaboknt. 



The Lower Hoase of Congress embraced, at this time, an 
unnsaally fair representation of the political talents and 
intelligence of the Nation. The names of a portion of its 
members yet survive ; some few of them will be likely to 
last as long as the Republic ; but the greater number 
already are buried in oblivion, or known only in the local 
circles to which they retired. It is interesting to look over 
an Old Journal of Congress, und then reflect on the ephemeral 
character of popular honors, as indicated by sach a review; 
a young man, tempted to barter away his self-respect and 
independence of opinion in exchange for some transitory 
office, could hardly be put to a more salutary task. In no 
other way, perhaps, could he better learn, that political 
fame is a very rare attainment — the fruit of great abilities, 
combined with uncommon toil, patient study, experience 
and favoring circumstances — and that, therefore, the pur^ 
suit of it by ordinary men is utterly visionary. Even 
(be most brilliant talents for public affairs, win only a 
paining notoriety, unless backed by time, fortune, and sab 
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lUntial labor. If Henry Clay, Webster, and Calhoun, had 
all died at the age of forty, distinguished as they even thee 
were, how small a figure would either of them hare made 
hj the history of this country, compared with the colos&ai 
ipace which hi-i fame will now occupy I 

Among the members of the House at this session, were 
the venerable Ex-President John Qnincy Adams ; Millard 
Fillmore ; Thomas Corwin, of Ohio ; James K. Polk ; 
Messrs. Bell and Hunter, now members of the Senate ; 
George Evans, of Maine ; Levi Lincoln and Caleb Cushing, 
of Mass. ; Ogden Hofifman, of N. Y ; Henry A. Wise, of 
Virginia ; Legar6, of South Carolina ; Wm. C. Dawson, of 
Oa. ; John Sergeant, of Pa. : and others distinguished then, 
or since, in public life. 

The interest of the Mississippi contested election was 
rery much enhanced by the precarious and nearly balanced 
state of parties in the House. The financial policy of the 
Administration had loosened the confidence of many of its 
friends, and already were several of them on the point of 
deserting it. The members from Mississippi, chosen at the 
special election, were not of this number ; their votes were 
safely to be relied on ; upon their retaining their seat«, 
therefore, the Executive policy was quite likely to depend. 
Some of the weightiest measures ever adopted by Congress, 
and not a few of the most momentous national and State 
elections, have turned, as is well known, upon the suffrage 
of one or two men ; so that the importance of a single vote 
has passed into a proverb. 

It seems, at this day, almost incredible, that there should 
have been two opinions among intelligent men, concerning 
the claim of Messrs. Word and Prentiss to seats in the 
House of Representatives, on presenting their credentials 
u> that body. Now that the motives and passions of the 
Hour have past.ed away, the case appears plain as daylight] 
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its bare statement is a demonstration of the right. Bat it 
is no easy matter to see even daylight against the compul- 
sion, or blind instinct of party feeling and discipline. Truth 
itself looks false in the presence of such influences. Nor in 
this to be regarded as wholly the fault of individuals, or as a 
peculiarity of any one party. For it lies in the very nature 
of parties, whether political or religious, that their members 
should be more or less their unreasoulng instruments ; and 
that the spirit and interests of the body should predominate 
over all other considerations. In this fact consists both the 
good and evil of this species of organization ; it is at once 
the ground of its efficiency and of its debasing, odious 
despotism One party may be constructed upon broader, and 
more beneficent principles, or be animated by greater intel- 
ligence and wisdom than another ; and in that case, it will, 
of course, be likely to contain a larger number of men who 
think and judge for themselves ; but in itself considered, 
the spirit of party, whether in Church or State, is always and 
essentially dictatorial, intolerant and one-eyed ; only minds 
of the highest quality are able to rise above, or to see 
beyond it. To expect that in excited times, and especially 
on questions involving important party interests, the many 
will act from the impulses of that magnanimity, candor, love 
of truth and reverence for justice, which belong only to the 
noble, elect few, is a visionary hope ; one might almost as 
well look for stones soaring, like birds, into the air. 

The facts, bearing upon the Mississippi contested election, 
were briefly these : In consequence of President Yan 
Buren's proclamation, calling a special Session of Congress, 
Governor Lynch, of Mississippi, issued a writ, command* 
ing the sheriffs to hold an election for Representatives^ 
to fill what he regarded as a constitutional "vacancy,** 
" tmiil iupersedid by the members to be elected at the nexl regth 
^r eledion, on the first Monday and day following ^ in Novern^ 
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kr nez/." At this special election, which occurred in July, 
Messrs. Claiborne and Oholson were chosen ; and received 
their credentials from the Governor for the period anterior 
to the November election. At the regular election In 
November, Messrs. Prentiss and Word, as we have seen, 
were chosen by a large majority to supersede Claiborne and 
Oholson. But, in the mean time, these latter gentlemen 
had been declared by a resolution of the House, to be duly 
elected members of the whole twenty-fifth Congress ; upc* 
presenting their credentials* to the House, therefore, 
Messrs. Prentiss and Word found their seats pre-occupied. 

The question, thus arising, led to an elaborate discussion 
of more than two weeks. No case of contested election ever 
before had created such universal interest. Indeed, no 
similar case had occurred since the establishment of the 
Constitution. The excitement in Congress was vehement, 
and it was felt throughout the country. This was owing in 
no small degree, as has been said, to the nicely-balanced 

^ The Ibllcfliig ii ft oop7 of the c«rttieate of «Iectloa : 

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. 

Jackbov, Dm, 4, A. />. 18S7. 

WnuBAii an deetion wm held In this State on the flrit Mondaj, and the day foU 
lowlnff, in November, A D. 1887, aooordinf to the Conitltutlo!i of the United Stat^, 
and the eonstltotion and laws of MiMisalppi, for RepreeentatlTea of the United 
States of America ; and, whereas, It appears from the official returns, made to the 
office of the Secretary of State, that Seargent S. Prentiss and Thomas J. Word 
reeelTed, each, a mi^rity of the whole number of Totes cast for Representatives to 
Congress, 

Now, therefore, I, Oharles Ljneh, OoTemor of the State of Mississippi, do hereby 

certify that said Seargent 8. Prentiss and Thomav J. Word are duly, and aecordlnf 

ii the Constitution of the United States, and the oonstitntion and laws of the StA.e 

of Mississippi, elected RepresentatlTes in Congress from the State of Mississippi, t« 

lerre for the 95th Congress of the United States of America. In testimony where* 

of, I have caused the great seal of the State to be herewith affixed, at the city o^ 

laekson, the Capital of said State, this 4th day of December, A. D. 1887. 

Cbjuujb lamm^ 
i|y the GoTemor : 

Bavbt W JIunB, Ssorslary <//6laf«. 

11* 
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State of parties in the House, and also to the vital impoi t 
aiice of the principles in?olved ; bat it was, in the end, still 
more owing to the masterly ability and eloquence of the 
yonthful claimant. 

Very few of his auditors had eyer heard or seen hicv 
while 10 most of them his very name was, until a short time 
before, entirely unknown. Vague reports, however, of his 
remarkable character had preceded him to Washington City, 
and his Mississippi friends, who chanced to be at the Capi* 
tal, were not backward to make their boast of him. In* 
deed, nobody, who had once heard him at the bar or on the 
stump, seemed to feel the slightest doubt of his triumph. 
This, of course, only increased the difficulty and responsi- 
bility of his position. " I am much gratified," writes Ex- 
Governor Quitman to him, January 17, " to learn from your 
letter of the first instant that the State has fair prospects 
of being i epresented by the men of her choice and not by 
counterfeits. I have never doubted that you would succeed 
in obtaining your seat. I could not doubt it. Congress 
dare not refuse our claim to representation. Tou have taken 
precisely the proper course. Insist upon it. Never give it 
up. We await with great anxiety further information ou 
this vital question. I long to see you on the floor. I wish, 
sincerely wish, that I were with you. * * Your many 
friends here are looking with very great interest upon your 
movements. Much is expected from you. If you have am- 
bition for distinction, you will not be sorry to find yourself 
and colleague, from a combination of circumstances, placed 
in a most conspicuous position before the whole Union. I 
have no fears for you. I have confidence not only in your 
talents, but in your discretion and tact.'' So far as ocih 
erned the defence of his claim, these friendly anticipations 
were not disappointed. The delight and admiration, called 
forth by bis opening speech, knew no bounds. On the day 
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Bet apart for him to address the Honse, nearly all ihc mem- 
bers were in their seats, the galleries were crowded, and 
eTery eye and ear were fixed in eager expectation. His 
first sentence riveted the attention of the whole andience, 
and each sacceeding sentence increased the surprise and 
pleasure awakened by the first. Some, anticipating an ont- 
barst of fervid bat nnpolished declamation, were charmed to 
find themselves listening to an orator, whose logic was as 
accurate and subtle as that of a schoolman, while the fairest 
gems of literary culture adorned his rhetoric. Others, ex- 
pecting a violent partisan harangae, were no less astonished to 
find themselves iu the presence of a statesman and jurist, dis- 
cussing, with patriotic zeal, a great principle of constitutional 
law. He had not spoken long ere the fact was noised through 
the other wing of the Capitol, and soon one after another 
of the grave Senators was seen gliding into the House. 

Before he had concluded his argument, which lasted into 
the third day, the anxiety to hear him became intense. The 
galleries were crowded to suffocation, chiefly by' ladies ; the 
lobbies and every vacant spot on the floor of the Hall wero 
thronged by Senators, ex-members of Congress, officers of 
the Army and Navy, members of State Legislatures on a 
visit to the Capital, eminent Jurists and Judges, distin- 
guished private citizens, and Foreign Ministers. At one 
time, as yoar eye glanced around and surveyed the scene, it 
was arrested, at every turn, by the presence of some illustri- 
ous man. Directly in front of the chair, sat John Quincy 
Adams, the Nestor of the House ; just outside the bar (on 
the opposite side of the Hall), his tall figure towering above 
its fellows, stood Henry Clay, generalissimo of the Whig 
forces, watching with delight his young friend's manful 
defence ; near him were Judge White, of Tennessee, a 
whit«-haired patriarch of his party ; Preston, the eloquent 
Bouthem Senator, and Crittenden, the no less eloquent Ken* 
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tackian ; cUise by rose the massive form of Daniel WcbstoTi 
whose coanteuance, grave, nnmoved, and almost sombre io 
its aspect, betokened the most profound attention. It was, 
indeed, a splendid assembly, illumined by a galaxy of genioa^ 
worth, statesmanship, beauty and station such as meet to- 
gether but rarely in a generation — such as Edmund BurVe, 
Charles Fox, or George Canning might have felt honored io 
addressing. A breathless silence reigned from beginning to 
end, except as some fine passage ever and anon occasioned 
suppressed applause from the galleries. ' The speaker him* 
self was evidently surprised to observe the magical power ha 
was wielding.* He had never before addressed such an 
audience ; and when he witnessed the rapt attention and 
caught in their look the mystic signs of delight and 
approval from such veteran statesmen and orators as John 
Quincy Adams, Clay and Webster — men, whose names and 
noble eloquence had been the inspiration of his boyhood — 
no wonder if he was greatly excited and somewhat aston- 
ished at himself. Still both the excitement and surprise were 
chiefly those of unusual pleasure — the pure gaudia otrtOf 
minis. His entire self-possession never failed him for an in- 
stant ; there was no straining for effect, no trick of oratory ; 
but from the first to the last sentence, everything, in manner 
as in matter, seemed perfectly natural, as if he were address- 
ing a jury on an ordinary question of law. Indeed, the 
great charm of this, as of all his speeches, was the simple, 
unfeigned sincerity which marked his whole bearing and 
every word he uttered. He felt that he was asserting a 
great principle, and, in his devotion to that, seemed to foiv 
get all personal claim. 



• Afltr wt h«l been at WMhlngton soine time, Mr. Punoi ex|ireeMd ftr ■• 
kit feara leit he should Doi be able to raiUln himself. But when the trial eame, hi 
txeelled himself. Nobodj had formed any oorreet Idea of hts transoeodent powen 
I do Dot betlere he was oonsd)«s of them himeelf. -Lmm'/mm Mr, W&rd, 
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His peroration was short, but it thrilled tho immense 
Msemblage like an electric toach. Much of its force was 
owing to the tones of his yoice, the glow of his eye and 
ooantenance, his pecaliarlj earnest manner, and the high 
wronght feelings of his hearers ; bnt no one can read it eren 
DOW, without admiring its skill and beanty. 

The moment he had finished, his friends flocked around 
him with their enthusiastic congratulations, in which they 
wore joined by not a few of his political opponents. 

As Mr. Webster left the Hall, he remarked to a friend, 
with comprehensiye brevity : " Nobody could equal it I" 
And this may suffice as a sample of the innumerable compli- 
ments elicited by his speech. It is still remembered with 
wonder by all who heard it. Few members of the House 
were less likely to be misled by false oratory than Ex-Presi- 
dent Fillmore. In a letter, dated Buffalo, Nov. 28, 1853, 
he writes : ** 1 can never forget that speech. It was, cer- 
tainly, the most brilliant that I ever heard, and, as a whole, 
I think it fully equalled, if it did not exceed, any rhetorical 
effort to which it has been my good fortune to listen in 
either House of Congress. It elevated him at once to the 
first rank of Congressional orators, and stamped his short 
bnt brilliant parliamentary career with the impression of un- 
doubted genius, and the highest oratorical powers. I have 
never read the published speech, but I apprehend it is not 
possible that it should convey to the reader any adequate 
idea of the effect produced by its delivery .** 

The feeling among his friends in Mississippi, upon hearing 
of his opening speech, is shown by the following extract 
from a letter of Judge George Winchester, of Natchez, a 
man unusually venerated for his many virtues, and who 
regarded Mr. Prentiss with an almost paternal affection. 
He writes, under date of Jackson, January 29, 1838 :— 
•* The news that you had delighted a crowded auditory with 
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the commencement of a speech, transported me. 
hearing yoa, I am sure, a majority of the Hoase coiJd not 
decide against joa. Ton will have obtained your seat 
before this reaches yon. I do not doubt the result. Yoa 
were admitted at once as soon as yon had finished the dis- 
cussion. I would have travelled to Washington, if business 
would have permitted, for the bare pleasure of hearing your 
speech and witnessing its trinmph. Yet here I feel a glow 
of triumph ; it runs warm through my veins, and animates 
and enlivens me like a shout of victory — like Homer'b 
description of the eloquence of a Nestor or Ulysses, or as 
reading the most vivid passages in Shakespeare. Our 
courts are in session, and I am surrounded with persons 
talking to me in my room. If my letter is full of blunders, 
I have no time to correct them. The Chancellor tells me 
to send his respects, and says there is no man whose success 
pleases him more. God bless you." 

The printed speech is little more than a skeleton. Even 
the few rhetorical passages, that are retained, have lost 
much of their original form and beauty. The professional 
stenographers confessed themselves utterly baffled in the 
attempt to report him ; and he was quite as unfitted to re- 
port himself. Indeed, he complained that he never could 
reproduce the best thoughts, still less the exact language,* 
of his speeches. Impatient and little practised in the use 
of the pen, he spoke not only with more power, but in bet- 
ter style than he wrote. 

The following letter gives his own brief account of the 
speech: — 

WAunoTon Onr, Jam, eo, ISSSb 
DiiB OionoB:— 

The ^^ MiRsisBipfii Election^* is at length upon ths 

«arpet. Ton have, probably, already learned by the newspapen 

that I have, in parliamentary phrase, been for tl ree days ou my 
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legB ; in otuer words, I have raade a three days* t /)eeob, and I 
have no doubt have convinced the House that I aught to be ad- 
mitted. At any rate, as I tell them, whether they let me in or 
not, I have got my share of the session ; for if they divide it out, 
it will hardly a£ford three days apiece. I suppose yon will won- 
dor what I could talk about so long. That^s more than I can 
tell you ; though I have no doubt it was a sensible speech, from 
the fact that I had an attentive house and crowded galleries, 
from the latter of which I several times received very audible 
signs of approbation. Could I have put it to vote in the galle- 
ries, especially among the ladies^ I 8hould have been admitted at 
once. But in good earnest, I feel highly gratified and flattered 
*>y what, r am told, was an unusaal attention and interest on the 
part of the House. Many of tlie most disitingiiished senators lion 
ored me with their presence, such as Webster, Olay, Preston, &c., 
BO that I wanted but one thing to have made me very happy, and 
that was, that yon should all have been present. I have dined 
with all the above-named gentlemen, since I have been here, 
yesterday with Mr. Webster and family, and have full as much 
attention as is agreeable to my modesty. I am more than ever 
of opinion that I shall obtain my seat, though it will be a very 
close vote, and I may be mistaken, I will not say disappointed. 
In the course of two or three weeks, as soon as the matter is 
deciddd, I will draw up the heads or substance of my speech and 
have it published, though I shall not be able to do myself Justioe 
ii writing it ofiEl My love to you all. 

Your afllectionate brother, 

Skabosrt. 

More than a week was consamed by members of the Ad- 
ministration party in asserting the claims of Messrs. Clai- 
liorne and Qbolson, and answering the argument of Mr. 
Prentios. The last speaker on that side was the accomp- 
lished Legare, of South Carolina ; a gentleman who snrpas* 
B9d nearly all the pnblic men of his time in the depth, accn- 
racy and extent of his classical attainments. The articles 
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OD Demosthenes, the AtheDian Democracy, and kindred 
topics, contributed by him to the New York Review, show aa 
acquaintance with ancient literature and politics, which 
would do credit to a German Gelekrter ; few things equal 
to them have ever been written on this side of the Atlantic 
His early death was an irreparable loss to the cause of good 
learning, civil jurisprudence and cultivated statesmanship in 
the United States. 

On the present occasion a crowded house assembled to 
hear him ; but his speech was not considered equal to his 
reputation. His biographer himself intimates that " bril- 
liant as was the figure which he made throughout that Con- 
gress on all other questions in which he took part," his 
effort in the Mississippi Contested Election was a failure, 
and that in this instance " he certainly got upon the wrong 
side.''* 

On the 31st of January, Mr. Prentiss took the floor in 
reply. This second speech, while hardly behind the first in 
logical power and happy illustration, perhaps in some re- 
spects even surpassed it. The various arguments, which, 
for seven or eight days in succession, had been repeated by 
one speaker after another against the claims of Word and 
himself, aroused his feelings to the highest pitch. They 
seemed to indicate a foregone conclusion that the question 
was to be decided on the ground of party and not of justice 
Their weakness, too, as well as the dull, tedious manner in 
which some of them had been presented, afforded him a good 
chance for exercising his unrivalled powers of wit and ridi- 
cule. Nothing called out the whole of his intellectual forces 
like strong opposition ; and he never used them with greater 
skill or effect than at a retort. He was especially gratified 
in having such an antagonist as Legare, and no doubt the 
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anlioanded applaase now echoing though the country in ro* 
Bponse to his first speech, helped to gird him for the second. 
The House was, if possible, still more crowded than on the 
18th and 19th of January. A queenly array of grace and 
beauty filled the galleries, while the lobbies, as before, were 
thronged by senators and distinguished visitors. 

Scarcely a written vestige of this speech is preserved. 
At its close, a vote was taken on the right of Messrs. Clai- 
borne and Gholson to their seats, and decided against them 
by a majority of seven. The course of things up to this 
point and until the final vote, is thus described in notes of 
an address, delivered by Mr. Prentiss at Natchez, shortly 
after his return to Mississippi : — 



The question was referred to a committee ; Messrs. Olaiborne 
and Gholson on the one side, and Mr. Word and myself on the 
other, each contending that his was the Simon Pare representa- 
tion. The committee were puzzled ; they thought we resembled 
the two Dromios so much that a decision was impossible. When 
the question came before the House, several able members main- 
tained a vigorous and eloquent defence of the July election, and 
called forth all their powers t<» show that the people of Missis- 
sippi were wrong in choosing members, according to their consti- 
tution and laws, in November ; whilst another olast*, composed of 
many Judicious and eminent politicians, argued a contrary opinion. 
The first question was taken on the title of Messrs. Olai borne and 
Gholson ; and during the arduous discussion of that question, in 
which party ingenuity appeared to be exhausted, nothing ebe 
was ex|)eoted to follow a decision against those gentlemen than 
that the title of my colleague and myself would instantly be 
admitted. It was certainly not dreamt of that they who, in 
their solicitude for Mississippi representation on the floor of 
the House, contended so violently for the validity of tlie 
July election, would afterwards turn roand and contend, with 
equal violence, that Mi:isissippi*s U gal representatives should be 
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sent back I It was amnsing to view tlie contrast in their doo 
trines. At first tliey were as narrow as the bridge that led to 
the Mahometan Puradise — but anon expanded to a breaitb 
irreater than the Way to Death. Their principles were like the 
lent in the Arabian Nights^ Entertaiuineuts, which at timed 
was so small that yon couUl hold it in the palm of your hand ; 
while, to suit convenience, it could be so enlarged as to cover $ 
whole field and serve as an encampment for large armies. 

A vote was at length taken on the qnestion of the Jnly eleo- 
Hon, and 119 members declared their opinion that it was nnll, 
illegal and uncon>titi]tionaI, whilst 112 t-olemnly declared that'it 
was valid and confttitutional. This was the rescinding vote. 

On tlie determination of this pointy a general satisfaction was 
visible on the countenances of tliose in the House. All were in 
waiting, n')W that the difficulty seemed to be removed, to hear 
the November election sustained, and Mr. Word and myself 
sworn to onr seats. To the at(t<^)nishinent of all, however, up 
starts a gentleman from Maryland, in a state of teverish excite- 
ment, and, to the great and unsurpassed amusement of the 
House, with a voice which sounded to the ear like the verv 
essence of jiathos — begged the Hout^e to pautef And for 
what ? Why, to find out that, as two men of the same political 
views as his had claimed seats as Representatives from Missis* 
rippi against the will of tlie People, but oonld not retain them — 
therefore that Sovereign State w&s entitled to no represent*^ 
tion at all, and her Oonstitutional Representatives must h% 
sent home also. It was impossible to refrain from a smile 
at that gentleman*s (Mr. Howard^s) apparent feelings on tliia 
occasion. He spoke as if some dire misfortune was about to 
>efall the Oapitol. A discussion ensued, the result of which 
/ras, that the gentleman's pathetic appeal was supported, and 
your oonstitutional claims again postponed. 

Need I picture to you my burning indignation at this result t 
From that moment I continued with unabated zeal to press a 
decision ; day after day and night after night I watched with 
sleepless vigilance the proceedings of the House; and although 1 
could discover manoBuverings going on in certain quarters, whiob 
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boded no good to joai .'«a9e, still I could not End a reason whj 
year right of representation was trifled with. At lengtli, how* 
ever, one night which I shall lonir remember, those members who 
were adverse t<> you, gave notice that they were prepared for a 
decision. Now was unravelled the mystery of their delays, am!* 
there might be seen carried into the Representative Hall, men, 
whose sickness had prevented them from leaving their rooms, or 
attending to the businei« of the House for six weeks before ; 
others who appeared fitter for tlieir coffins tlian their seats, and 
in such a ghasly state that one might well look around him to 
find where their graves had been dug. It was, indeed, hard to 
tell to which world they lielonged. 

It may be well here to remark, that the question was not now 
whether A. or B. had a right to neats, but whether the State of 
Mississippi was entitled to representation. The difficulty inter- 
posed by the presence of Messrs. Olaiborne and Gholson had been 
removed. There was left, then, not a shadow of a pretence for 
members to travel beyond the true question — Is Mississippi a 
member of this Confederacy or not ? 

The vote was taken — it was a tie — and a certain gentleman 
who oocapied the Speaker^s chair, issued his soft veto on your 
claims. As deeply interested as I felt in the question just 
decided, as vital as it was to the rights and honor of the State 
for whose claims I had been battling — for a few moments I could 
not avoid philosophizing on whac 

•* 6re«t cIBbcU firom little cmum flov I** 

We are told that in ancient times great events were attended 
by preternatural phenomena : earthquakes shook the world to 
Its foundation, and the thuuder^s awful roar warned mortals that 
some momentous occurrence was approaching; and I could 
scarcely credit my tsenses when I heard the most sacred rights of 
this Union wrenched from the State of Mississippi by the still 
small voice, like that of some delicate woman, of Mr. Speaker 
Polk. This voice of usurpation was in tones so weak that, 
Inclining my ear towards where he sat, I could scarcely hear iti 
attenuated sound. I confess I looked upon the matter as soine^ 
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thiDg curious. For a wliile I pondered on the whole transacU )ii| 
and was lost to a sense (^ its importance. 

Thus, then, was the sacred right of Representation, for which 
our fatliers fought and hied, denied to one of the Sovereign Stater 
of this Uiuon, and that in the face of two classes of votes, given 
in the same asseinhly, which contended that such right was hers. 
For, as I have said, 112 members decided that she was entitled 
to be represented by her July delegation, while 117 other mem- 
bers afterwards supported her constitutional election in Novem- 
ber. Here we find 229 members solemnly deciding that you had 
a constitutional representation, leaving five or six of all parties 
denying that you had a constitutional representation ; and yet, 
by a curious combination, the Journal of the House shows a 
subsequent vote, which denies any representation I* 

The followiDg reminificeDce by Mr. Word, will recall to 
many readers the charge of grossly insulting the Speaker of 
the Hoase, so industrioasly circtilated at the time against 
Mr. Clay :— 

■* For fcveral hoan the Hall wu a perfect Bedlam. Between three and four o*dook 
a call of the Home began, which drew up recruits ftrom all quartern. Of MO mem- 
bert, 286 were In the city. Horeei and carriages, oAcen and messengers were sent 
in every direction to bring In the missing. A member from Vermont appeared off a 
sick bed, looking like the ghost of Hamlet's father ; another, from Kentucky, pro- 
hibited by his physician from leaving his room, was led In by two of his brethren, 
looking as if he had deserted the tomb— pale, d^ected, with no power to sup* 
port his own weight or lift his hand to his head ; another Western member, his fac« 
woe-begone, seemed to be In his grave-clothes. At length, after hideous cries of 
••ffiMiMon,** " ^fMsMon,** "ord^r,** **ortf«r,** Mr. Howard's resolution came up : 
■* Bttolwd^ That 8. S. Prentiss and Thomas J. Word are not entitled to seats In th« 
twenty-fifth Oongress.** The question came up upon the adoption of the resolu« 
tinn ; clouds rested upon the result; breathless silence reigned throughout the Hall: 
not a voice, scarce a whisper, was heard through the Immense crowd, filling every 
nook and corner. At length the result was announced— 117 to 117. There was a 
moment's pause, and the Speaker said, '* TK$ Ohttir vote§ in the i^jfftrmatiw; tmi 
mnoLOTioa n ASornD I** Thus was the long ofrouy of three weeks ended. Mr. 
Wise instantly rose and poured forth an indignant rebuke. Mr. Panriw followed, 
and. In a speech of five minutes, denour ced the declilon of the House as an act of 
palpable and grors " legtslatlve usurpation**— declaring It to be the first of its kind 
OD the teoords of Oongress. 

0»rretp(mdmc€ ^wn Wathingtomt Peb.fi, 1818 
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I well recollect an incident wliich occurred immeuiAtelj after 
tbe final vote was taken, and which soon gained ^eat notoriety 
in a very distorted form. Almost all the members of the Honsa 
were present, and we were rejected, &x you know, by the casting 
▼ote of the Speaker, Mr. Polk. The Speaker^ chair was on the 
north side of the Representative Hall, and Mr. Clay, Mr. Pre»- 
t<m, and other Senators, were in the lobby on the south side. 
While the vote was going on, I had taken a seat near the chair, 
and, keeping tally, ascertained that it was a tie. The clerk 
handed the vote to the Speaker, and was directed by him, in an 
under tone, to cast it up again. While this was being done, I 
walked across the House to Mr. Prbntisb, who was standing 
within the bar, conversing with Mr. Olay, who was Just outside 
the bar. The relative positions which they occupied, plaoed Mr. 
PRXNnSB directly between Mr. Clay and the Speaker. I showed 
Mr. P. the vote, and remarked that it was a tie. This called the 
attention of the group to the fact, and instantly all eyes were 
turned to the Speaker. You will recollect that this was in 1888, 
long before Mr. Olay had attached himself to the Ohurch. Ton 
will also remember that the greatest familiarity, as well as the 
greatest friendship, existed between him and Mr. P. Keeping 
these things in mind, you will readily perceive how completely 
the incident was distorted, and how wholly misapplied was the 
language of Mr. Olay. When the clerk bad run over the vote 
again, he handed it to the Speaker, who stated it to be a tie, and 
then himself voted to vacate the seats. Upon this announce- 
ment^ Mr. Olay, playfully pointing at Mr. Prsntisb and nddrebs- 
ing him, said : ^^ Now go home, d — n you, where you ought to 
be!" All joined in a hearty laugh, and so the matter passed 
out of mind. But before we got home, the language of Mr. Olay 
was applied by some of the letter writers and newspapers as 
addrea$ed to Mr. Polk^ and that in the most profane, exaggerated 
form. Ton know what scandalous use was afterwards made of 
the charge.* How Mr. Olay's remark could have been addressed 
or applied to the Speaker, no sensible man could comprehend. 



• 8m «. 9., MUtoriftli of The GUbe^ Um theo tMxAaX org& 1, for February 10, It 
tttUane S. 1888 
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I have always supposed that tne per^^oD who ^ve publicity tc 
the incident, mast have been misled by not observing the relative 
position of the parties ; Mr. Prentiss standing, is I have said, 
between Mr. Olay and the Ohair, Mr. (J. pointing at Mr. P. 
miglit seem to point to the Speaker. The publisher of this oo- 
Gurrenoe may have been unaware, too, of the close intimacy and 
familiarity which existed between Mr. Prbntisb and the illustri- 
ous Eeutuckian. But be this as it may, the facts were as above 
stated, and I am happy to give them to yon, ttiat justice may be 
done to the memory of these two great and good men. 



A day or two after they were rejected, the House passed 
a Resolution, directing the clerk to pay Messrs. Word and 
Prentiss the usual mileage and per diem, while they were con* 
testing their seats, amounting in all to nearly $2,000 apiece. 
But they disdained to touch it. 

The result of the Mississippi Contested Election only 
served to increase the public interest iu Mr. Prentiss. His 
manly bearing throughout the struggle, and the fearless 
spirit, as well as the eloquence, with which he had defied the 
whole force of the administration, secured for him the re- 
spect and even admiration of his more generous opponents ; 
none expressed for him those sentiments more cordially than 
Mr. Legar6 ; while the pride and high hopes which his 
course excited in his own party, were only equalled by their 
disappointment at his defeat, and the fear that he would 
not come back. On the eve of bis departure for Mis- 
sissippi, he received a very striking proof of the regard felt 
for him by the most distinguished members of his party, in 
the tender of a public dinner. A noticeable incident of this 
occlusion, was a Union speech by Mr. Webster, made late in 
the night, which the guest, speaking of it several years after- 
wards, declared to have been the most wonderful outburst 
of eloqmmce th^t he ever heard. lie described it as marked 
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by all Mr. Webster's simple majesty, perspicuity and 
strength of thought, bat with the addition of an impassioned 
fervor and inspiration of feeling, such as no one preset t hr.d 
ever before witnessed in him. 

The following letter to his elder sister, will fitly close this 
chapter : 

WiflnaoTov Onr, JW. 14, 1818^ 

DxAB Abbt: — 

I informed yon in my last, of the refmlt of uy 
basmess here, which I presame yon have also learned from tL«i 
papers. Thongh not quite as sacoessfal as I expected, yet on 
the whole. I believe 1 have, personally, no cauite to complain. 
I am perfectly satisfied with what I have seen of political life, 
and without having my opinion of myself in any decree raised, 
I can truly say that my estimation of others is sadly diminished. 
I had no idea of the want of principle as well as the want of 
sense which characterizes a large portion of the ix>]it]cal men 
of the nation. For my own part, I am heartily sick of the 
whole matter, and shall feel greatly obliged to the people of 
Mississippi, if they will allow me to retire. I think, however, 
that they will send me back here, and if they wish Ui do so, I 
feel bonnd to submit to their wishes. I bad the honor of a very 
high and gratfying compliment on Saturday last. It was a 
public dinner given to myself and my colleague, by the Whifr 
members of both Houses of Congress. There were about 
seventy or eighty present, among whom, were Messrs. Clay, 
Webster, Crittenden, Southard, Judge White, Evans, Bell, Wise, 
&c., &c. Indeed, it is said to have been the most talented 
selection of gentlemen that had ever assembled here at the con* 
vivial table. Many speeches were made, and the whole affair 
passed off very finely. I need not tell yon that I was much 
gratified by the attention and personal regard of such men ; 
though, generally speaking, I am not ambitious about such mat- 
ters, and, indeed, most of t)ie gratification I experienced, aroi'e 
from the reflection that it would afford, perhaps, some pleasure 
I to my mother and sisters. I have just got a portion of mj first 
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speech prioted, and will send yon some copies to-m >rrow. Tot 
will find it rather a dry thing, as I was compelled, iu writ- 
ing it out, to omit most of it, except the argument on the 
constitutional point. Had I written all I spoke, it would have 
made a volume; for I spoke altogether, from ten to twelve 
hours, and that pretty fast. But I need not make apologies tc 
such partial critics as yon will all be. Tell G^rge not to mak« 
as much fun of my prose as he does of my poetry, or I will get 
hold of some of his productions and retaliate. You must writ« 
me immediately at Yicksburg. Tell Anna she must mind and 
net well by the time I come home In the summer. My lov« 
*4) yon alL 

Your affMtiDnate brotlier, 

Si. d. Fmimk 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Bpe«eb on the Mlaiiasippi Oontasted Mection. 

We giro in this chapter the larger portion of Mr. Preih 
ftin' fint speech on claiming his seat. Aside from the im- 
portance of the principles discnssed, it is entitled to a place 
hero as one of the very few remains of his argamentative 
power. The reader will, probably, admit that it does no 
discredit to this fcatare of his eloquence. 

Mb. Spxaxeb: — As an indiyidnal, I thank the House for the 
oonrtesy which has been extended to me. On behalf of the 
State of Miflsissippi, I acknowledge the somewhat tardy Justice 
which has at length permitted her to be heard upon the quee-^ 
don of her right to choose her own representation on this floor. 

The first use I shall make of the privilege accorded to me will 
be to set the House right as to the attitude of the question, for 
I perceive that many members lab«>r under a misapprehension on 
this point, and I am anxious that the position I occupy in the 
matter should be distinctly understood. I have petitioned this 
House for nothing ; neither have I memorialized it. I have pre- 
sented myself here as a Representative from the sovereign State 
of .Mississippi to the Congress of the United States, and claim a 
sest on this floor, not as a matter of fonoty bat as a matter of right. 
1 produced my credentials, properly autlienticated, showing my 
due election, according to the laws of that State, and demanded 
1o be sworn. No one objected to the legality of the election ; 
no one qnestioned my qualification or the correctness of the 
returns; neither was there any doubt as to the authenticity of 
ilie credentials. The State of Mississippi, it was admitted on all 

IS 
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bflods, had, through her highest organs, and in accordance witb 
the provisions of her Constitotiou and laws, solemnly accredited 
me as her Representative. It was objected, however, that tht 
seats belonging to that State were already tilled, as appeared 
by a resolation of the House, adopted at its last session, which 
(resolution the State had no right to gainsay. 

You, sir, refused to administer the oarh, and referred the mat* 
ter to the House. The House referred it to the Committee oa 
Klections, with instructions to rejKirt tlie facts of the case, which 
report, with the resolutions based tliereupon, i» now the sul^ect 
ct disouaaioou 

Had I been permitted, I should have objected to this rctVrance. 
I thought then, and still think, that a committee had no uTisi* 
iiesa with the matter. It was not a case of contested eleuUi»n. 
Ko one denied tlie due election and return of my coileagut) and 
myself. Our credentials were perfect and unimiieached, and the 
only question which arose was upon the riglit of tiie State of 
Mianissippi to hold any election in November for Representativea 
to Congress. The State had claimed the right, had ezerdbed it, 
and tlirough me, had asserted it to this House. No one gain, 
sayed the election, qualification, or return. It was the riffht t*/ 
elsotion itself which was controverted, and not the right of thuM 
claiming under it. The State of Mississippi asserted her right in 
November last to elect Representatives to the 25th Congrees, in 
obedience to her laws, which she believes to be constitutional, 
and binding ui>on this House. The Hou^ denied the right, anij 
bet up its own action against it Now, as &r as the House had 
jurisdiction to decide upon this collision between it^lf and the 
State, I thought it could and should have proceeded at onoe^ 
without the intervention of a committee. 

I listened with feelings of deep regret and alarm, to 8entiin«ntt 
expressed by honorable gentlemen, whose only advantage over 
mvi^clf has arisen from an earlier action on the part of the States 
which they represent, and an assertion of tlieir claims at an 
earlier period Uian was practicable on my part. Sir, is there a 
gentleman on this floor who holds his seat by virtue of a lav 
more definite, nnder credentials more perfect, with an expras^ 
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iion more extensive or more decisiTe of the popolai will, tbao 
what were exhibited and admitted in the present instance? And 
jret it was said that the higli and solemn authentication, by s 
State, of her Representative here, stands upon the same footing. 
And is entitled to no greater consideration than an hnmble me- 
morial, or a beggarly petition. Yes, sir, one of the twenty-six 
States of this Confederacy, oonstitntionally entitled to furnish 
and compoee a portion of this very body itself, stands, when a^ 
■erting such right^ in no better attitude than a private individual 
praying for a place, or petitioning for a pension. I protest 
against snch doctrines; they are equally degrading to the char 
aoter of the States and of this House, composed, as it is, of tht 
Representatives of those very States whose rights are treated 
with such contempt. I deny that the action of a great indepen- 
dent political community is entitled to no other attention, or is 
subject to tlie same technical rules of procedure as the action of 
A private individual. 

Some benefit, however, I will acknowledge, has resulted from 
the reference ; the facts are now all before the House in their 
most authentic form, and, though portions of them have but little 
bearing upon the main question in controversy, to wit, the right 
^ electi4n^ yet I doubt not they will produce a salutary effect 
in diminishing the prejudice which has arisen from an ex parte 
and mistaken view of the case. 

In performing the high errand upon which I have been sent 
I am conscious of the serious disadvantages under under which 
I labor. In the first place, I am a stranger here; and the claim 
which I advance is opposed by two gentlemen who doubtless 
poisess and deserve the sympathies of tiiis House. These gentle- 
men, too, are in full enjoyment of the subject-matter of dispute, 
and upon their nide is enlisted that natural prejudioe which all 
mankind feel in favor of possession. 

One of them (Mr. Claiborne) has, in advance of this discussion, 
submitted to the House an addres:i, in which, with great skill, 
he appeals to the personal friendships and social relations which 
he has so long had the opportunity of forming. Indeed, thej 
have all the advautage of position. I oome to them an oiiwel 
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come messenger from their master, that great Saltan, tlie People, 
bearing as a present the political bow-string ; ar d it is not to b4 
expected that the rebellions Pachas will consent to be choked off 
without a struggle. Indeed, they boaflt that they have, long 
since, entered into a treaty with this House, by whicli the 
House is bound to protect them in their treasonable practioe«| 
«nd to interpose lis broad shield between them and their justly 
exasperated sovereign. 

I regret the position which I am compelled to occupy in rela- 
tion to these gentlemen, with both of whom my intercourse has 
always been marked by the most kindly feelings. I have, how- 
ever, a high duty to perform. I act for others, and not for my- 
self; and I should be unworthy the confidence which has been 
reposed in me did I allow any personal considerations to in- 
fluence my action or bias my judgment. 

A portion of the public press has interfered in this matter in 
the most licentioas manner. Even since it has been undergoing 
an acknowledged Judicial investigation by this House, the ques- 
tion has been decided out of doors ^ith an air of ex cathedra 
authority, which is manifestly intended to have an effect here. 
The official organ itself has spoken, and with an ignorance of the 
law only to be equalled by its perversion of the facts. I hav« 
alluded to this matter merely to inquire whether the god or the 
priest alone, is responsible for the lying oracle; to deprecate 
Executive interference in this controversy; and to express my 
nope that the sword of Brennns is not to be cast into the scale 
compelling, by its massive weight, right and justice to kick the 
beam. 

Rumor, through some of her hundred iionths, has bruited it 
abroad that this case would be decided not upon its merits, but 
upon party grounds. In accordance with her ancient custom, 
«he surely lied ; for, when I cast my eyes around, and behold 
collected here the selected wisdom and worth of this mighty 
nation, I cannot restrain my indignation at tlie foul and ground- 
less slander. What I tliTj right of representation of a whole 
Btate to be decided upon party grounds! tlie elective franchise 
to be sacrificed at the shrioe of party I I do not believe it, sir, 
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I do not believe it. A degree of corruption which would war 
rant each a supposition, exceeds my comprehension. I have a 
better opinion of my kind ; and, if I had not, sir, I wonld tnsr 
to fear even after I had lost confidence in honesty. No party in 
this conntry dares tamper with the elective franchise of a whrlo 
State. No party dares remove a corner-stone at the risk of bring- 
ing the whole edifice tumbling about their ears. No party dares 
place the match to a magazine, whose explosion, they must know, 
will blow them to atom.«. The People gnard with more than 
Argus~vigilance the right of representation, for it has not been 
long since their fathers fought for it ; and woe betide the party 
which shall attempt to steal from them the Hesperian frnit. 

Did I think that rumor spoke truth ; that taction wonld usurp 
the seat of judgment, and partisan prejudice, instead of the Gi)n« 
atitution and the laws, furnish the rule of deciHion, then, indeed, 
I should deem it worse than useless to trespa<<8 upon your 
patience. With slow and melancholy steps I should return to 
those who sent me here, and tell them that the days of the 
Republic were numbered ; that the spirit of liberty had departed, 
and in its stead a demon had entered and taken possession of the 
body, directing its movements and controlling its ftinctions. 

I would that I wielded the spear of Ithuriel, that with i; 1 
might touch the foul fiend of party, should he dare ^ squat i Ve 
a toad" to whisper false suggestions in the ear of this Hou'^ , 
then wonld he start up in all his horrid deformity, with a vis^e 
more hideous than that of the dark Mokanna, the Veiled Propi.et 
of Khorassan.*^ But, as I have said, I cannot believe thei% is 



* Dreadftd It wm to Me the ghoetiy ■!»•, 
The tUmj look of horror and deepi^, 
Which some of theee ezptrlng Tletima eait 
Upon that mocking Ftend, whoee rell, now ralaed, 
Bhowed them, m In de»th*t agony they gaied. 
Not the long>promiied light, the hrow, whoee 
Wae to come forth, all conquering, all redeeming. 
Bat features horribler than Hell o'er traced 
On Ita own brood ; no Demon of the Waste, 
No choreh-yard Ghole, caught lingering in the light 
Of the Meet eun, e*er blasted human eight 
With lineaments so foul, so flerci; ss those 

Impostor cow, in gi inning mock try, iiiowi. 

LaU4i RooUL 
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anything to fear on this eoore. The hounds of party may hoti* 
aroand these walls, but surely they will not dare to enter withia 
their sacred preoinots. 

In approaching the subject of this controvery, I ounfcss, Mr. 
Speaker, I am filled with alarm at the magnitude of the task I 
have undertaken. In«ordinary questions of law, decision travels 
with confidence and ease upon the highway of precedent, but 
penetrate:^, with slow and doubtful steps, among the less beateu 
paths of constitutional construction. In searching into the prin- 
ciples of organic law, in examining and measuring the exact 
extent and relative position of the pediments and arches which 
sustain the pillars and walls ot the political fabric, skill and 
experience should be the companions of reason. I am aware 
how greatly I lack both. I know that I have around me 
materials more than sufficient for the construction of an impreg- 
nable argument; but that very abundance, from which the eye 
of a more experienced artificer would select at once the portions 
most appropriate for the work^ distracts my attention and oon« 
fuses my choice. 

Sir, this controversy is of an importance unsurpassed by any 
that can arise out of our political system. It involves not merely 
the question, whether A. or B. is entitled to a seat on this fl<>(»r 
as the Representative of the People of the State of Missis^^ippi ; 
but the question, also, whether the right to choose such Repre- 
sentative resides with the People of that State, or in this Houeie ; 
whether the laws of tiiat State, enacted in accordance with an 
express mandate of tlie Oonstitution of the United States, are 
mere nullities ; whether the executive authority of a State haa 
the power, at his discretion, to abrogate and nullify an admitted 
otmstitntional law. It involves more than this; it involves tlie 
questiim whether this He use can, under cover of its power of 
Judging of the elections, qualifications and returns of its mem- 
bers, nullify a coustitutitmal law of a State, or of Congress, fix* 
ing the time for the election of Repret^entatives to Congress. 
This is not all ; it involves the right of the delegations of one* 
half of the States to the very seats which they now occupy. Ic 
fact, it involves the constitutional charncter of every House of 
P»^.«6seutative8 that ever assiiiibled in this hall. Such are some 
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oi the considerations which will arise in this discnsslun, and I 
donht not, their magnitude and importance will command atten- 
tion, and insure the most mature deliberation. 

I lay down the following propositions, which I shall endeavoi 
Id demonstrate in tlie course of my argument : 

1st. That Messrs. Claibornb and Gholbom never were con- 
atitntionally or legally elected Representatives from the State of 
liissisBippi to the 25th Congreaa ; and that the election in July 
last, under which they claim, was absolutely and wholly void 
a mere nullity. 

Sd. That, if said election was good for anything, it was good 
only for the period of time anterior to that fixed by tlie law of 
the State for the general election, to wit, the first Monday and 
day following in November; inasmuch as said July election wac 
ordered to till that period Only, and was holden by the electors 
for the purpose and with the intention of filling that period only ; 
and that, in point of fact^ no election was ordered or holden in 
Mississippi in July last for Representatives to the 95th Congress. 

8d. That, in November last, my colleague and myself were 
constitutionally and legally elected Representatives from the 
State of Miasissippi to the 25th Congress. 

But I am met upon the threshold by the gentlemen, and told 
that I shall not be permitted to demonstrate a single one of these 
pn)poidcion8 ; that, at the npecial session, a resolutionJnvolving 
them all was adopted by this House ; that the whole n^ter t>e- 
oame thereby r«f adjudieata; and that the decisi<m, so made, 
was final and conclusive, incapable of revision, and binding upon 
all the world. They tell me that, even admitting the three pro- 
positions laid down by me to be true, still they are entitled to 
^heir seats, by virtue of the judgment of this House; and that, 
by said judgment, the State of Mississippi is estopped from prov- 
ing that they are not her Representatives. Such is the position 
which tlie gentlemen have assumed btffore the committee, and 
•uoh is the ground which they occupy before the House. Dipped, 
Achilles-like, in this judicial Styx, they deem themselves invnl* 
nerable ; but I trust I shall be able to find some soft plaoe ic 
heel or head, to which the arrow of truth may cleave its way 
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Ha^e the gentlemen oonsidered well the attitude in nhi^ tiaflf 
plftoe themselree hy tliis oonrsef Was not their tictrer an|^ 
nodding at his post when they resolved upon it? Was there 
nothing in the manner and circumstances under which that de- 
oision was ohtained, which should make them feel a particulai 
delicacy in using it for the purpo^ of smothering the present in« 
Testigation? Whither has fled that lofty magnanimity which, 
at the last session, induced the gentlemen to institute proceed- 
ings against theinselva^, fur the pur)K>se c)f ascertaining the 
rights of their constituents ; that delicate sensibility which oonld 
not brook a shadow of doubt as to the legitimacy of their repre- 
sentative character ; that fostering protection of the ekMStive 
franchise ; that deep veneration for tlie voice of the People ; 
that ready obedience to tlieir will? 

Do the gentleman really wish to represent the People of Mis- 
sissippi, whether they will or not f Do they actually intend to 
set up a migority of seventeen votes here against a m%{ority of 
seven thousand at home ? Did they obtain this decision for the 
purpose of extending the powers delegated to them by the 
People? Whom do they consider their constituents, tlie People 
of Mississippi or the niembers of this House, that they should 
base their rights here upon the action and will of the latter, in- 
stead of the former ? Does not theii' valor outrun their discre- 
tion in this matter ? A bold man was he, that ancient one^ who 
stole the 6 re from Heaven and hid it in a hollow reed ; but nut 
less bold is he who would steal the elective franchise from the 
people of a whole State, and hide it in a hollow decision of this 
House. Let them remember the fate of Proroethens, ^^ the vul- 
ture and the rook.*' Oome, I cast down my glove, and challenge 
them to do battle upon the merits of this cause. Whatl are 
they afraid to break a lance or shiver a spear in fair lists upon 
the open plain, that thus silent and sullen they retire behind the 
wall, and hide in an intrench ment, ooLstructed, one would judgOi 
for the very pnrpose of protecting tliemselves against their con- 
stituents ? Perhaps they are content with t'le laurels won on a 
former oocasioo, when, as I am told, in right knightly style they 
held a passage at arms, and challenged all oomera. Thev pranced, 
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It \s said. In gallant gum\ aronnd the lists, and titeir tmmpet of 
defiance rnng forth loud and clear. Bat well they knew the while, 
that two thousand long miles, with many p lofty mo^nntain and 
many a broad and rnshing river intervened between themRcWe^ 
and thoi^e whom thev thus summoned to the contest. Thatsum> 
mcms is at length answered by the People of Mif«9issipf. i, on wlio^e 
Dohalf, and as an humble champion of whose rights, I now 
appear. Fast and far I have ridden to meet the gentleman*s hign 
defiance. Ivanhoe has returned from the Holy Land, and the 
Difsinherited Knight dares the proud Templar to the combat. 

Again, and for the last time, In the name of Missfisippi, th«« 
lady-love whose gage we both profess to wear, I call u|)on th« 
gentlemen to oome forth from their castle of ^* re8 ad judicata^ * 
as they call it, and meet this controversy upon fair and op'^n 
gronnd. 

They decline the invitation. Well, if they will no*^ come to 
me, I will go to them. I will attack this fortress in which they 
have taken refage. It strikes me that it can be eithrr stormed 
or starved into a surrender ; for I do not believe that its defen 
oes are tenable, or its garrison victualled for a very l>tig f>iege. 
Let the gentlemen remember, too, that they have rendered 
themselves fully liable to the operation of that rule of \far which 
denies qtuirter to those who attempt to defend an untenable 
position. 

Let us now eiamine into the character of this res ctdj^uiieata 
which, like the seal of Solomon, has closed up th* whole 
matter. 

At the special session of Congress in September last, Msvrs. 
Claiborne and GhoUon appeared and took their seats on the 
first day thereof, as Representatives from the State of Mississippi. 
They participated in tlie organization of the House, and in all 
business transacted by it, until the fourteenth day of the scission, 
when Mr. Gnolson introduced the following resolution, which 
was adopted by the House : *' Reached^ That the Committee of 
Elections be instructed to report upon ths eertificate of election 
itfJie$ir$. Claiborne and Qhohon^ the members elect from Mis* 
rfssippi, whether th<^y are mtm'oers rf the 26th Congress or not,* 

12* 
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and that said oonimittee take into their consideration the prod* 
mation of bid ezoellency Charles Lynch, GKtTemnr of said Statc^ 
and tlie writ of election i^sned in accurdanoe with said proda* 
mation on the 18tli day of Jnne, 1837, and alM> the act of the 
legislature of the State of Mississippi entitled 'An act to regulate 
elections, approved March 2, 1888.' '* Upon this reference the 
Committee of Elections mado a reiM>rt, concluding with the fol- 
lowing resolution : ** Betolved^ That Samuel J. Gholson and John 
F. H. Claiborne are duly elected members of the 25th Congress, 
and, as such, are entitled to their seats." This resolution waa 
adopted by the Houf>e, and its adoption constitutes the ret adfu^ 
dieata which the gentlemen set up as final and conolusiye of tha 
Yhole matter, both upon the Hniute and upon the State. 

Now, with regard to this action of the House, I take the 
following points : 

1st. That it was not a Judicial act of this House at all, nor waa 
it adopted by this House, acting as a judicature. 

2d. It was not a decision or ac^udication upon the election, 
qualification, or return of myself and colleague, our election and 
return having taken place long tiince said pretended adijudication. 

8d. That so far as said pretended adjudication goes to alter or 
annul the law of Mississippi, fixing the tim^ for the election of 
her representatives to the 25th Congress, it is void ; this House 
having no power, either legittlative or judicial, to alter or annul 
a constitutional law of a State fixing the time for the general 
•lection of her representatives to Congress. 

4th. Said pretended adjudication is not conclusive upon the 
State of Mississippi, because, she was neither a party to the 
proceeding upon which it was based, nor had any notice thereof 
either actual or constructive. 

5th. Said pretended abjudication was founded upon palpable 
mistake, and the House is bound to review it. 

1st. The adoption of said resolution was not a judical act of 
this H:>use. 

Messrs. Claiborne and Qhclson were in possession of their 
•eats, participating in all the business of the House: no om 
•cotested their election, and the resohitioi introduced by the» 
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lelves ori^nated entiraly out of their delicate seasibilities ca th< 
object, and was nothing more than an application to the Hunse 
for its advice and opinion upon the validity of their return. 
Btich was the understanding and view of the committee, as 
appears from tlie follo^^ing extract from their report: ^^N« 
objection,'^ says the committee, *Ms made from any quarter to 
the right of the gentlemen elect to their seats, only by and 
through themselves ; on account of the peculiar drcumstanoes 
under which the election was held, their own delicacy and sense 
of propriety have prompted them to invite a scrutiny into their 
right to seats in this House/' 

This shows that the whole proceeding originated in the tender 
'^ODSciences of the gentlemen, and that the House was applied to 
as a sort of Lord Ohancellor, to quiet their scruples ; the resiolu- 
tion of reference did not contemplate or authorize an investigation 
either into the election or qualification of the sitting members ; 
the reference is special, ^Miistructing the committee to report 
upon the certificate of election of Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson, 
the members elect from Mississippi, whether they are members 
of the 25th Congress or not," &c. This confined the committee 
to the return alone, and the resolution reported by them, and 
adopted by the House, must be construed in connexion with the 
resolation of reference, and really amounts to no more than a 
resolution, that upon their certificate of election, or return, 
it appeared that Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson were duly 
elected, &c. 

The jurisdiction of the committee was limited to this question, 
and their action cannot be legitimately ctmstrued as extending 
beyond it. Their whole power over the subject was derived 
from and limited by the resolution of reference. So far as they 
intended to embrace in their report any other matter than the 
return, they exceed their authority, and tj'a veiled beyond the 
record. 

Will any one contend, for instance, that the committee would 
have been authorized, under the special reference above set forth, 
to have investigated the question of qualification 9 It seems to 
me perfectly dear that the reso ution of reference did not cod* 
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template or anthorize an examination or decision of the ab»oltitt 
right of Messrs. Olaibome and Ghol:M)n to seats in the twenty- 
fiftli Oongress, hut only of their credentials or certificate of elec- 
tion, to ascertain whether they had heen returned, and could 
ezliibit, by their certificate of election, a prima facie showing of 
right. It was tiie questiim oi prima facie and not a^lute right 
which the committee were directed to investigate. 

The gentlemen say to the House, *^ Upon our certificate of eleo 
tion, are we entitled to take our seats as members of tlie twenty 
litth Congress ? We have doubts upon the subjeor, and oar high 
9ense of delicacy ha:; impelled us to ask the opinion of the House.** 
The House, through its committee, examines the certificate of 
election, and answers the gentlemen by a resolution that they 
are duly elected, and entitled to seats. Now, tho extent of this 
response umst be measured by tho extent of the iiu]uiry ; and, so 
measured, amounts to no more than this: ^* Upon your certificate 
of election you are entitled to seat« ; in other wordn, you have 
made a prima facie showing, sutlioient to authori^iC you to take 
seats as iiieinbers of this body.*' 

The whole of this amounted to no more than what had 
been already tacitly decided by the House in the case of 
every one of its members ; for the very admirtsion of a persoD 
to be sworn as a member, is as much a decision and adjudi- 
cation of his right of membership as a positive resolution of the 
House aflSrming the right. Yet it is every day's (»ccurrenoe 
for the sitting member to be ousted of his seat when contested, 
after the House has decided, by admitting him to be sworn, that 
be was entitled to it. In the present instance the Houhc had, 
by permitting Messrs. Gholson and Olaiborne to particifuite in 
its organization, and take part in its proceedings, as fully decided 
opon their right to scars as by the resolution Fubsequently 
adopted. Neither the tacit nor the open decision, however, can 
b*" Citnsidered in the nature of a judicial act. To oonstitnte thif 
there must be parties and a contest— of which there was neither 
In the present c&«e. The conolasion to which I aui brought b^ 
these considerations is, that the re!*olution adopted by the House 
ttpon the report of the committee, when taken and ooa 
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4ined, ai» it tnnst be, in connexion with tlie reeolation oi 
reference, is merely an expression of the opinion of the Honse 
that these gentlemen had been dily returned, and upon their 
certificate of election^ in other wonls, prima facie^ were entitled 
to seats in the twenty-fifth Congress. If this constrnction 
be oorrect, tlien the adoption of that resolution interposes no 
obstacle in tlie way of the present investigation. 

2d. At all events, the action of the Hoase at the last session 
cannot be considered an adjudication upon the election, qualifica- 
tions, or return of myself and colleague ; for the election had not 
taken place, and the subject-matter did not exist fur adjudication. 
If the Honse adjudged upon any thin^, it was only upcn the 
"matter before it, and not prospectively upon future elections. 
The resolution adopted by this House does not profess to decide 
upon the November election ; neither does it in anywise refer 
to it, nor was it competent to do so. Any prosi>ective decision 
in relation to that election would have been clearly coram non 
judice. It is sufficient, however, to say there is no such decision. 

The resolution adopted at the last ses^iun may appear incom- 
patible with the claim which I advance: but this is no more 
than happens* every day in courts of justice, to whose acts gentle- 
men seem so anxious to assimilate this proceeding. A court, to- 
day, solemnly acyudges a piece of property to belong to A.; to- 
morrow, a better title is exhibited by B. ; and the same court 
adjudges the same property to B., apparently in direct contradic- 
tion of its previous decision ; nor would the court permit such 
previous decision to be interposed as a bar to the claim of B. I 
take it to be clear that, even according to the strictest technical 
rules which govern judicial proceedings, a decision by this House 
that the July election was valid, is not an adjudication that the 
November election would be invalid. If tliis position is correct^ 
«hen the question of the validity of the election of myself and 
o<illeagne in November is ree integra, and cannot be in any sort 
affected by any previous decis^ion of this House upon any other 
election. 

I come DOW to the third position, which I have laid down in 
reference to tltis point. It is, ^thnt bo far as said pretended 
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a^adication goes to alter or annul the law of MU«i»<ip|.i, fizSnf 
the time for the election of her representatives to the twenty- 
flfth Congress, it is void ; this House having no power, either 
legislative or judicial, to alter or annul a constitutional law 
of a State fixing the tinie for the genend election of represei:ta» 
tives to Oongrees/' The questior arising out of this position 
is one of vast importance, invo.ving ooasiderations of the 
highest magnitude. There cannot ariste out of our political 
system a question of deeper interest than that which in vol vet 
the extent of the powers of this House over the subject of 
representation. No case has ever before liappened in which a 
direct collision has occurred between this House and one of the 
States, in relation to their respective couHtitntiunul powers over 
this matter. Such, however, is the unpleasant attitude which 
the State of Mississippi and this House now occupy in regard to 
each other. I approach the investigation of this question with 
great diffidence. I find myself walking upon untrodden ground : 
no light of precedent guides my footsteps; and it is with an 
inexperienced eye that I shall attempt to ascertain, f^om thi) 
great principles of the Constitution itself, the true rule of con 
struction. 

The power of this House over the subject of representation is 
derived fk'om the following clause of the 6th section, Ist article 
of the Constitution : ^^Eaoh house shall be the judge of the 
elections, returns and qualifications of its own members."* Now 
what is the extent of the jurisdiction conferred by this clause ? 
Does it give to the House a full and complete jurisdiction over 
the whole subject- matter of representation 9 Or does it confer 
only a limited and special jurisdiction over particular )>ortions 
of the subject? I humbly conceive that the latter queotion aloi e 
can be answered in the afiOrmative. 

The designation and specification of particular portions of the 
subject-matter necessarily precludes the idea of a general juris- 
diction over the whole; more especially when other portions 
are expressly placed under the jurisdiction of other departments 
•f Government. 

Now, the subject-matt«r of repreeentation is parcelled out by 
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the Constitution among divers departments of tbe State am 
Federal Governmente, and I oonceive the proi)odtion too plain 
to admi' of contradiction, that each of these departments or 
depositaries is bound to exercise the portion of power assifirned 
to it, without infringing upon or interfering wirh the constitu* 
tional powers of tbe other agents or depositaries, and that any 
such infringement or interference would be a palpable violation 
of tbe Constitution. The Constitution directs that r^resenta- 
tion shall be apportioned among the States in proportion to num* 
bers, &c., and directs that an enumeration shall lie made at stated 
periods as the basis of such apportionment. Now, after an ap- 
portionment has been constitutionally made by law, will any cue 
contend that this Houf>e, under the power of judging of the eleo* 
tions, returns and qualifications of its members, could change or 
alter such apportionment? For instance, the State of Virginia 
is entitled, by the present apportionment, to twenty-one mem- 
bra: suppose, upon the presentation of her delegation, the 
House had decided that she was entitled to ten only, and hM 
adopted a resolution to that effect ; would such a resolution have 
been binding either upon the Hou.'M3 or upon the State ? Clearly 
not. It would liave been a palpable usurpation on the part of 
the House, and, if persisted in, would have constituted a virtual 
dissolution of the government. Here is one portion of the sub- 
ject-matter of representation, not falling within the scope of the 
judicial power of the House. 

Again, the Constitution provides, in the 2d section of tlie Ist 
article, that "the House of Representatives shall be composed of 
members chosen every second year by the people of the several 
States.*' Can this House, by virtue of its judicial power over 
the elections of its members, make a valid and binding deoi- 
iiioD, extending their term of service beyond two years? Clearly 
not; otherwise Congress might declare itnelf perpetual, and wa 
ahonld soon have a rump parliament. No one will contend, for 
one instant, that such a power resides in the House. But, why 
not? Because, the Constitution has itself decided that matter; 
and thereby placoJ it beyond the jurisdiction of the Honsck 
Here, then, is another portion of the subject-matter of repreeaib 
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tation, and a portion, also, of the subject of election, to wit, tht 
term of service, upon which a resolution or adjadication of thi» 
Jlousd would be entirely powerless and nugatory. 

Again, the Constitution, after defining the basis of ropre!«enta- 
tion, and prescribing the term of service, as before mentioned, 
provides that ^' the times, places and manner of holding elections 
for Senators and Representatives shall be prescribed in each 
State by the Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any 
time by law make or alter such re^fulations, except as to tho 
p.aoos (»f choosing Senators.^^ The State Le^islature^i have then 
the power of fixing the time of holding elections for Repra<enta« 
tives, subject to no constitutional limitation except that oon 
tained in the 2nd section of the Ist article, which directs that 
the time shall be in every second year. Now I take it, that a 
legislative act, authorized and c«>mmaiided by the Constitution, 
has nil tlie sanctitm and validity of tiie constitutional provision 
itself, from whence it is derived; and that the constitutional 
f.cti(m of the Legislature of a State, fixing the time of holding 
elections for Representatives, can no more be annulled or disre- 
garded by this House, whether acting in a judicial or legislative 
capacity, than tho same provision or designation incorporated in 
the Constitution itself. Now, will any one contend for one 
instant, that if the Constitution had itself provided that the 
election of Representatives from the State of Misiissippi to the 
Sk5th Congress should take place on the first Monday and day 
following of November, this House could have annulled bqcIi 
const itutitmal provision in advance, so as to have rendered the 
election held under its authority void ? Would not rather such 
adjudication of the House have been void, so far as it violated 
tlie constitutional regulation 9 Upon what principle is an abju- 
dication of this House in violation of the constitutional provision 
in relation to the times of holding elections, more binding than 
an adjudication extending the term of service, in violation of 
the clause of the Constitution limiting it to two years f Yet, in 
the latter case every one will admit that the action of the House 
wonld be void^ why not in the former? It seems to me deaf 
UiAl 00 decbion of this Eouso alone can affect or change the tens 
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'if lervioe, the apportinDinent of representation, or the times, 
places, and manner of lioldiiig elections, as constitutionally fixed 
by the State Legislatures, or by law of Congress. It in where 
these provisions leave off that tiie Jurisdiction of this Hon:e 
oommenoes, with power to judge, First, of the election itsell ; 
that is, whether the election has been liolden at the time, place, 
and in the manner prescribed by the State Legislature, or law of 
Oimgress, as the case may be; such regulation of the State 
Legi:ilatnre, or law of Congress, constituting the rule by which 
the Hou8e Lt bound to Judge. Secondly, of the qualifications. 
The qnalifications of a Representative are designated in the Con- 
stitution itself, and the Jurisdiction of the House over this 
subject empowers it to decide whether the pertions elected 
possess the qualifications required by the Constitution, but gives 
no anthority to add to or diminish the constitutional requisitions. 
Thirdly, of the returns. Here the House has a broad Jurisdiction^ 
to Judge of Uie actual result of an election, and of all the variotis 
modes by which that result is ascertained. 

In regard to the extent of the Judicial power of the House, we 
may read an instructive lesson from the history of the British 
Parliament. The House of Commons had chained from time 
Immemorial, as one of its privileges, and a right inherent in its 
very constitution, the Judicial power of deciding upon the elec- 
tion, qualifications, and returns of its members. In the exercise 
of this acknowledged Jurisdiction, it nndertook, in the case of the 
Middlesex election, to decide that the expulsion of a itiember 
oonstitnted disqualification, in derogation of the law under which 
expulsion did «iot constitute disqualidoation. In pursuance of 
this decision, John Wilkes, who had been previously expelled, 
was adjudged incompetent to hit for the county of Middlesex, 
though elected by an overwhelming miyority ; and Mr. Luttrell, 
who had received a small vote, was declared duly elected. 
Upim this arose one of the most violent civil contests im record; 
the People, Justly alarmed at the arbitrary decision of the House 
of Commons, declared it to be a palpable violation of the Con- 
stitution, and a dangeroas infringement of the popular rights ; 
Ihey denied the power ol the House to decide in cases of election, 
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oontrary to law, and denonnc<d the claim of the lluufie to ui 
ezolusive Jadiciol power, final and ooncluKive over the whola 
subject of election, us fatal to the liberties of the country. Th« 
whole nation became aroused, and for fourteen years tlid 
indomitable spirit of British freemen waged cimtinual war oa 
thit) subject, against a determined administration and an obsti- 
nate Honse of Oommoes. Popular right at length prevailed 
over legislative nsnrpadon, and was only satisfied by the utter 
expunction from the journals of the obnoxious decibion of the 
Hous>e. 

This very power of altering or setting aside the State regula- 
tions is, by the Constitution, reserved to Congress alone, to 
exercise by law. If the decision of this House is of sutfioient 
force to overturn tlie legislative aoti(m of the State, then this 
House possesscjs judicially, the same power of repealing and 
annulling the action of the State legislature^^, which was mani- 
festly intended to be entrusted only to the joint action of Con- 
gress and the Executive, and entrusted, t(H>, with a deiiree of 
jeahmsy and misgiving on the part of the States, as I shall 
hereafter show, unequalled in the delegation of any other power. 

I shall not, at this moment, go into the argument upon tlie 
constitutionality of the law of the State of Mississippi, fixing 
the time for the general election of her representatives to Con- 
gress. This belongs to future consideration. At present, I claim 
the Oi>nclusion that, if such law is constitutional, this House had 
no constitutional power, either legislative or judicial, to annul 
it; and that the abjudication of this Houee under discussion, so 
far as It does infringe upon such constitutional State action, u 
void. 

I come now to the fourth position, that said pretended a^v 
dicatittn is not conclusive upon the State of Mississippi, inasmuo^. 
gs she was not a party to the proceeding upon which it wa« 
based, and had no notice thereof, either actual or otmstruotive.* 

The general principle of law is, that the judgment of a oou^ 
of competent jurisdiction is binding vpon the parties only, Aftei 
the parties to a controversy have been heard, or have had as 
opportunity of being heard, it \^ both just and proper that litigt 
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tiofl should cease, and the deciHion be final. The pnllic good 
requires it. Interest reipubliccB vt iitfinU litium. The genera* 
rale is based upon abstract jnstice and public policy, both of 
which would be violated by its application to the prescnc oasd- 
1 he Btate of MisHissippi was not a party to tlie proceeding at the 
special session. 

It is contended, I know, that she was substantially a party, 
and that she was present and heard in the matter, through her 
agents and attorneys, Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson ; but this is 
a clear begging of the question. Mississippi denies that these 
gentlemen were her agents tor the purpose of claiming seats in 
the twenty-fitHh Congress. They produced no power of attorney 
Arom her, authorizing them to act for her in this behalf. The 
power of attorney wliich they received from the State author- 
ized them to act as her agents in olniming seats at the speciid 
session only. This power of attorney was suppressed, and evi- 
deuce given which deceived at least a portion of the House into 
the belief that the People of Mississippi had chosen these gentle- 
men as their agents for two years. All that Mississippi asks now 
is the right of showing that Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson never 
were her agents tu the twenty-fifth Congress. If she can show 
this, surely no one will pretend thtit she is bound by tlie acts of 
pseudo-agents. This question of agency, which gentlemen so. 
cavalierly take for granted, is the very gist of the controversy — 
the very matter of dispute. But t^ie petitio prindpii is an 
exceedingly convenient mode of argument in a bad cause ; and 
it is an excellent and ingenious practice to auume what you can- 
not j^roM. 

The only parties before the. House at the last session were 
Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson. Now if, in the action taken by 
them in obtaining the decision of the House, they were not the 
agents of Mississippi, but had trauRcended the anth(»rity dele* 
gated to them, then it follows that Mississippi was not directly 
or indirectly, in point of fact, or in legal contemplation, a party 
to the proceeding. That she had notice, ei her actual or con- 
•tructive, no one pretends. I take it, then, to be clear that if 
ihe can show that Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson exceeded the 
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Anthonty delegated to tliem in claiming 8e£t8 for the whok 
term of the twenty-fifth Congress, she can neither bo considered 
a party to, nor bonnd by, such unanthoiized action on their piirt. 
I come now to the fifth and last branch of this aiibject, viz. 
*n)iat said pretended adjudication was founded npon palpable 
mistake, and that this House is bound to review it/' All oourt% 
both of law and equiry, review their decisions when tiiey appear 
to have been based npon palpable mistake: courts of law, by 
now trials and tertU of error coram nobis; courts of equity, by 
bfUs of review. And it would be strange indeed, when wn»ng 
is done through mistake, if there existed no power ro rectify it. 
Jhe mistake under which the House labored at the special ses- 
sion arose from its belief that the People of Mississippi voted 
for Messrs. Olaiborne and Gliolson as representatives to the 
ttp^P*^'J^fth Congresi^ and intended to elect them for the whola 
term. In proof of this, I refer to the speech of an honorable 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Howard), in which he baf»es a 
large portion of his argument and opinion in favor of the sitting 
members upon this supposed intention of the People; in proof 
of the existence of which he expressly says, " that they had the 
positive testimony of the sitting members in the si tape of state- 
ments made in their places; while, on the other hand, the only 
evidence adduced to repudiate such statements was tlie proeUh 
mation of the Governor, which, it was contended, c<mstituted 
no evidence of tlie intention with which the people acted in the 
election held under its mandate.^' I have been told, also, by 
many honorable gentlemen, that they labored under the same 
apprehension, derived from the same source. Now, was the 
term for which the Peo])le intended to elect, and did really 
elect, in July, a material fact; and, if so, did the House labor 
under a mistake in relation to this fact; and was the docisioiw 
in any sort, based upon such mistake? It seems to mo, from 
the very nature of representation, that the intention of the Pe<H 
pie constitutes the most m&terial subject of inquiry in the Invea* 
ligation. Election is choice^ and choice cannot exist without in- 
tention, which is the very soul and life of the whole matter. An 
election is, in fact, nothing more, in all its forma, than a mod« of 
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■fioertaining the intention of the electors. Wh«»o, therefore, that 
intention is fall}* and legitimately ascertainecl, the election can- 
not be construed as eztendinf; beyond the intent and object oi 
the electors; in otlier words, the act should not be cimstraed 
beyond the will of the actors. If, then, the People of Missis- 
sippi did, in July last, intend t(» elect representatives for three 
months only, and did, in point of fact, vote lor the purpose of 
filling that period of time alone, is it not an absurdity and a 
falsehood to assert that such election was for two years? It 
does not affect the matter at all to say that they had no right to 
elect for three months, but had a right to elect for two years. 
The only result of such a proposition would be, that the election 
was void, inasmuch as the people had attempted to do what the 
Constitution did not authorize them to do. It seeins to me that 
DO proposition can be clearer than this — ^that an uneonstitu- 
tunnd election for three months cannot be considered a eonetitv^ 
tional election for two years. To those members, then, who 
believed that the People of Mississippi had a right, in July, to 
elect representatives to the wh(»le of the twenty-fifth Congress, 
the question certainly must be a material one, whether they did, 
in point of fact, do it. The House was made to believe that this 
was the intention of the people, and many eloquent appeals 
were made upon this fio<»r, and with great effect, as I am told, 
against too strict and technical a construction of the Constitu- 
tion; which, it was asserted, would violate the acknowledged 
will and intention of the people. 1 trust, sir, that the same 
tender regard for the will of the People of Mississippi which 
pervaded the House at the last se&sion, will continue to infiueiice 
it at the present. 

But was the House mistaken in the view taken of the intent 
and object of the People of Mis-»issippi at the July election f Of 
this there cannot exist the slightest doubt u\x}t\ the mind of any 
eandid man. I have traversed almost the entire Stnte since the 
Jnly election, ai d mingle<1 freely with n en of all political parties ; 
and I acssert, as a matter of fact, without hesitation or fear of 
eontradiction, that the electors who voted iu July did not vote 
or intend to elect for a longer period than what intervened 
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betweeo tliat time and tlio regular election iu Novenkber. No, 
lir ; if tbe gentlemen and all their party coald be saved, like tht 
wicked cities of Sodom and Gk>morra]i, by the production of ten 
righteous men, of any political creed, in the State of Mississippi, 
who would certify that the election in July was intended, or 
bolden for a longer period, still they would not be able to avert 
the destruction which is ready to fall, like a consuming fire, 
ui)on their heads. But I wish not to rest upon my own asser- 
tion only, notwithstanding opportunity has afforded me the 
means of deriving my information in the matter from tbe best 
possible source — the People themselves. 

What is the evidence before the House of the extent and 
object of the July election ? First is the proclamation of the 
Governor, ordering tlie election for Representatives to fill the 
vacancy, *^ until superHeded by the members to be elected at the 
regular November election." 

It is admitted on all hand?, that the Gt)vemor only intended 
to order an election to the called session of Congress ; and that 
upon the frtce of the writ, an election is literally ordered only 
for that portion of the term anterior to the general election. So 
far, then, as the Executive action is concerned, the intention la 
conceded to have been in accordance with the terms in which it 
was expressed. Now, did the People vote in obedience to the 
whole writ, or did they select a portion of it as a legitimate 
mandate, and reject the remainder? In other words, did the 
people consider a portion of the writ surplu.«age, or did they act 
under it according to its admitted terms and meaning? In 
proof that they acted according to the whole command of the 
writ, and elected only for that portion of the term therein spe* 
eified, we have tlie evidence of two pnnoipal officers of the 
State, of opposite political sentiments, acting in obedience to 
the law of the State, under the responsibility of an oath, and 
both liable to impeachment, if they have officially assorted a 
falsehood. Tbe kw of the State requires tliat, after an election 
for Oongreas, the Secretary of State shall sum up the votet 
returned, and declare by publication the result of the election. 
In this <jistanoe he perform^wl his duty, and declared Mefsra. 
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daibome and Gholson daiy elected to '^ the called seaaloL ct 
OoDgrees/' Thia waa an oflScial act of the Secretary of bUiT<%« 
who was, be it known, a political friend of the members eiect« 
and therefore cannot be rapposed to have been actuated by any 
inclination unfavorable to their claims. The law of the State 
fhrther requires that, npon such publication being made, tlie 
Governor shall iasne projter credentials to the persons elected. 
Ac. 

The Governor did issue snch credentials, in which he asserted 
the fact, that Messrs. Olaiborne and Gliolson had been elected 
only for that portion of time anterior to the November elections 
These two official assertions of the highest functionaries of the 
State, in relation to the extent of the July election, are certainly 
entitled to some weight, at least until controverted ; for, how 
can the intention of the people be better ascertained, than 
through the very channels provided by their laws as thn 
medium of its cummnnication ? 

But this is not all the evidence. Thirty days before the 
November election, the same sheriffs who had executed the 
Governor's writ, notified the people, according to law, that 
an election \^ould be holden on the first Monday and day 
following in November, for Representatives to Congress ; tlius 
positively repudiating the supposition that the ejection which 
they had superintended in July was intended to till the whole 
term. Here, then, is the evidence of more than fifty State 
officers, acting under oath, and asserting that the July election 
wad not intended to supersede the November election. Again, 
at the November election, about 20,000 electors, a larger number 
than had ever before voted in the State, came forward and 
asaerted at the polls that the July election was not intended to 
■upersede the November election. Thus, we have on one aide 
the united testimony of the Gt>vernor, the Secretary of State, 
ifty-one sheriff, and 20,000 electors. And what have we on 
Ibe other side to counterbalance this great maaa of evidence? 
The nnaasisted and unsupported verbal statements of the sitting 
members. The House was not on y mistaken, but deceived ; for 
the proper credentials issued by the Governor, though in the 
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dslon of liie last seasion. Tlie analogies, drawn from the tfonrti 
of law, addreas tliemaelvoa only to the propriety and not to tint 
right of this House. From the technical argnments, so elabor- 
ately deduced from that source, one would rather suppose this 
was a county courr, than the high court of parliament. 

It would be strange, indeed, if the American Oongress was the 
only body in which wrong once committed is incapable of repar- 
ation, and error hardened into a Judicial decision, becomes 
impervious to truth. 

The House has, by referring the subject to a committee, 
acknowledged Jurisdiction over it, and has thereby decided the 
matter to be still within its control : for it would be a mockery, 
after having pr(M3eeded for weeks, through its committee, in tlie 
investigation, now to say that it has the power to examine, but 
not the power to conclude; the power to hear, but not the 
power to Judge. 

I have thus, Mr. Speaker, endeavored to show, not only that 
this House has the power to review its former decision, but that 
Justice requires it to exercise that power. I have attempted to 
dear the way to the examinatii>n of the great constitutional 
question involved, and trust my labor has not been entirely 
without success. Upon the supposition tliat the House will 
come to the conclusion that, if wrong has been done, no princi • 
pie stands in the way of its reparation, I shall proceed to the 
examination of the propositions laid down in the early part of 
my argument. And, first, that the election of Messrs. Olaiborno 
and Gholson, in July last, was unconstitutional, null, and void. 

The election was holden in July, by virtue of the proclamation 
of the State Executive. Two questions arise: First Had the 
Governor of Mississippi constitutional power to order at tliat 
time an election for Representatives to the Twenty>fifth Con- 
gress! Second. Did he exercise the power? First. Had he Uio 
power f He had it not by virtue of any provision in the Con- 
flitution or laws of the State. All his authority over the subject 
of election of Representatives to Congress is derived fmni the 
Oonatitution of the United States, and is embraced in the follow- 
lilf clause, Art. I., sec 2: '^Wben vacancies happen in tlit 
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nftj oertifiUite npon which they were instrnoted to reports 
Knowing, according to the statement of Mr. C, that a oertifi 
oate '' election was in existence, bnt kept back, Folely on 
aoooun': of its insufficiency to sustain the claim set up by the 
gentlemen f>osse8sing it, the oomtnittee, in palpable violation of 
tjie instractions of the House, neither compel its production, nor 
take notice of its existence ; bnt make a report favorable to the 
claimants, based Ufion partial and secondary evidence, avowedly 
obtained for the express purpose of avoiding the effect and 
operation of the certificate of election. 

The committee have not denied the assertion of Mr. C, that 
he informed them of these facts. Possessing this information, 
I know not how they could reconcile it with their consciences 
to conceal it from the House. However, it is with the facts and 
not with the consciences of the committee that my businesfl 
lies. The facts which I have stated are now nncontro verted. I 
leave them without comment to the judgment of the House, 
with tliis single question. Were not many honorable gentlemen 
deceived and miittaken as to the intention and extent of the 
July election. And did they not consider that intention a 
material fact in arriving at a conclusion favorable to the claim 
of the sitting members? 

In conclusion of this branch of my argument, I have only to 
say, that I have looked and listened in vain for the reason and 
authority upon which to sustain the assumption taken by my 
opponents, that this House cannot review or reverse its previoos 
deci8i<»n. 

Let ns examine the position a moment. By what rule is this 
House imperatively governed and bound in it4 own proceedings! 
First, by the Constitution of the United States, and the laws 
placed in pursuance thereof; and, secondly, by the regulations 
%dopted for its own government, so long as these regulations 
remain unresoinrled. It is bound no further. The rules of pro- 
oeeding in courts of justice are of no force in this Hall beyond 
what propriety and a sense of justice may warrant. There is no 
provision in the Constitution, the laws, or the regulations adopted 
1^ thia House, ^hioh forbids a review and reversal of the dr 
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tacanoka might happeo in the repreientati&n Jvifm a SMi^ 
ohoMD ftcoording to Uw to fiK the term — ^by oontlngenoiee of 
Tmrio>iB «Hts« such as death, resignatioD, dsc^ and inasmach aa 
the State Legislatnie, not being always in session, ooald not con- 
twiienUy provide for or act npon snch noforeseen ooiitingenoieai 
it was thought proper to make it the dnty of the State fUeontiva 
10 notify the people, and direct an election to be held when such 
an event ooeorred. For thoogli the people know, by the general 
election law, when they shall convene and elect their Repre- 
sentatives for each Congress, yet, having once elected them, they 
oannot be supposed to know when a vacancy happens in snch 
repreeentation, neither can any law notify them. It is therefore 
rendered the dnty of the Executive to issne hLi writ for the par- 
pose of informing them that a vacancy ha* happened. This of 
itself shows tliat it was not intended to give the Executive the 
power to order an election to fill the regular periodical vacancies 
which oonstituttonally occur every two years in the office of 
Representative, but only Mich vacancies as ^^ happen in the 
representation from a State,^ after such a representation haa 
been created under the general election law; for if so, what 
neoe^ity for a writ to notify the people of that of which, by the 
Constitution, they are already appri^^ed t The terms of the Con- 
stitution, which clothe the Executive with all ttie power which 
he possesses on tliis subject, are peculiar, and have never before 
formed the subject of direct decision. The phraseology differs 
remarkably from that used in relation to senatorial vacancies, to 
be provided for by Executive appointment. The language in the 
latter case is: ^ And if vaoancies happen by resignation or otAer- 
iruf, during the recess of the LegisUature of any State, the Exe* 
oiitive thereof may m&ke temporary appointments, until the next 
meeting of tLe Legislature, which shall then fill such vacaDde^." 
Here the term vacancy is generally used, and might, wltk soi*»e 
ahow of propriety, perhaps, be applied to the office itself. But 
not ao in relation to the provision under diMttsnon ; the term 
vacancy, in this case, a|*p1ies not to the office, but to the r irpre- 
9eHUUi&n, It is not, '' when a vacancy happens,** nor> *' when a 
f«eanoy happens in the offite of representative;** bnt| ^wboi 
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MMtftDcicB happen in therepreuntatiantrom any State, the Ezecn- 
live aathority shall,*^ &o. Now, I hold that the office is one thicg, 
and the representation, which exercises or fills the office, an- 
other ; and that, though there cannot be a vacancy in the repro- 
•entation without a vacancy in the office, yet there may be a 
vacancy in the office without a vacancy in the representation. 
The representation from a State consists of the persons chosec 
to fill the representative offices of that State. 

This representation expires or goes oat of office on the 8d of 
March biennially, by constitutional limitation ; at least such ig 
the construction which has always been recognized by the Gov- 
ernment. Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson constituted the re* 
presentation from the State of Mississippi in the 24th Congress. 
Their term of service and the 24th Congress both expired on the 
8(1 of March last In July the Gbveruor issued his writ to fill 
vacancies in the reprci^entation from the State to the 25th Con- 
gress ; but tliere had never been any representation from the 
State to the 25th Congress. How, then, could there have been 
a vacancy in what had never existed ; in other words, how could 
there be a vacancy in a vacancy? There was, when the Gov- 
ernor issued his writ, and ever had been, not vacancies in the 
representation from the State, but a total vacancy of representa- 
tion to the 25th Congress. 

Whatever may be the correctness of my views upon this 
point, no one will deny that the language, spirit, and intent of 
the C'^nstitution combine to place, as far as practicable, the 
matter of elections for Representatives and Senators under 
the control of the State Legislatures, and not under the 
control of the State Executives. The power of the State 
Executive was manifestly intended to complete and perfect the 
system, by embracing that pordon of the subject upon which 
legislative action would be inconvenient or impracticable. 
Indeed, so vitally important was it considered to the indepen- 
dence of the States that the legislation should be entirely 
nntrammelled in prescribing the time, place, and manner of 
•lections, that it was with great difficulty that the States were 
persuaded to acquiesce in the oontroUing pcwer given to Con 
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gress to make or alter by law tlie State regnlationa. If jon wit 
look, Bir, into the debates in the different oonventions npon the 
adoption of the Federal Oonstitntion, yon will find that no prC' 
vipion was more debated or received with greater jealoosy. All 
the States took the ground that the most important of their 
political powers consisted in the control, through their Legisla- 
inrea, over the time, places, and manner of eit ^tion ; and tha 
nltimate supervisory power was reluctantly placed with Oon- 
gress, npon the express grunnd that it was necessary for the 
preservation of the Government ; that, wilhont this provision, 
the States might neglect to make any regnlations on the 
snbject, or might fix the times of election at such periods a» to 
prevent a representation, and thereby cause a dissolution of tho 
Government. It was admitted in all the debates that thia 
power of providing for a defidenoy or failure of action on the 
part of the State Legislatures did not and could not with pro- 
priety reside anywhere else than in Oongress. Still the Stares 
were so Jealous on this subject that most of them accompanied 
their ratifications of the Constitution with a solemn protest 
against the exercise by Congress of thia power, except in castes 
of failure or neglect on the part of the State Legislatures ; and 
also with standing instructions to their delegates, in all futuro 
time, to obtain, aa early as practicable, an amendment of the 
Constitution, limiting the action of Congress on tliis matter to 
such cases of neglect and failure only. The ratifications r>f 
Sooth Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, Pennsylvania, New 
York, Rhode Island, and Massachusetts, if nut others, contain 
such protests and instructions. 

In all the commentaries upon this provision of the ConstitiK* 
tion ; in the able essays of the Federalist; in the interpretations 
of that eminent Jurist, Judge Story; in the legislative oon« 
Btructions of all the States, it has been considered as well 
•e'.lled aa any other principle of the Government, that the 
power to provide f(»r any failure, or neglect, or improper re^ula* 
tion on the part of the Sute Legislatures in relation to the time^ 
pboes, and manner of election, resides nowhere except in a law 
ti Congress. That the power cf supplying a d^Hoiency of legiv 
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Ative action on this subject exists, as lias been advanced in thta 
di8CUft«ion, in the governors of the States, is a doctrine not le^ 
novel than absurd. Tlie second section of the first article, by 
which sucli power is supposed to be conveyed, was deemed sc 
trifling in its character, and so incapable of misconstruction, 
that it was never once alluded to in the debates in convention 
of any State, nor in the commentaries of any writer. It 
remained for the boldness of the present day to assert that this 
clause contains the great coui^ervative principle, the self-pre« 
serving power, which the foolish framers of the Constirution, 
and the blind generations which came after them, ima^rined had 
been embraced in the fourth section, and confined in its ezer 
oise to Congress alone. 

The whole power and Jurisdiction over the subject is, by the 
Constitution, divided between the State Le^zir^latures, subject to 
the c<mtrol of Congress and the State Executive. Now, there 
is no principle of onr Government m«)re important or better 
<*ettled than that which limits the exercise of a power to the 
department in which it is constitutionally deposited. It is this 
principle, more than any other, that constitutes the beauty and 
safety of our political system. The executive cannot exercise 
legislative, nor the legislative executive functions. Whatever, 
then, may be the meaning of the clause, ^* when vacancies hap- 
pen in the representation from a State," &c., it is clear that the 
|K>wer and Jurisdiction to direct elections to fill such vacancies 
belong exclusively to the Executive authority of the State. No 
one, I imagine, will contend that the Legislature could direct 
elections to fill such vacancies. So, on the other hand, it will 
hardly be contended that the Executive can exercise the ]egis« 
Iiitive power given in the fourth section of the first article. 
The powers, whatever they may be, are distinct and indo* 
pendent. 

1 have attempted, by a fair construction of both sections, to 
•how that the legislative authority embraced the general election, 
and prescribed the time, place, and maimer of the election to fill 
the term, after which election the Executive Jurisdiction at* 
taohed, with power to supply all vacancies which might hiqipofl 
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Id tl ^ representation bo previoasly elected. This oonstraetiok 
prevents the ezecntive and legislatiTe power from clashing, it 
consonant with reason and the spiric of the Oonstitntion, and is 
based upon principles which have been repeatedly reoognize<l. 
The case of John Hoge, page 185 Oontested Elections, iuvol^'ed 
tlie question whether, in the absence of any legislation cl 'faa 
subject, the Governor of a State could, when a vacancy had hap- 
pened in the representation from the State, not only issue )ii> 
writ, but fix in it the time and place of election. It wa) decided 
tha^ he conid, and upon the express ground that the ftmrth sec- 
tion of tlie first article, giving the Legislature tlie power to fix 
tlie time, plnce, &c., applied to general electicms, and not to cases 
of vacancies wliicb might happen, and that the power given in 
the 8ec<md section to the Executive authority was an exclusive, 
independent power, carrying wiih it all the incidental powers 
nec&<«sary for its complete exercise. I understand it to be ex* 
presnly recognized, both by the decision and the arguments in 
this case, that the executive and legislative powers over elections 
are distinct and independent, and not concurrent ; that the general 
election law of a State has no application to such cases as come 
within the Jurisdiction of the Executive, but that tlie Executive 
can, in such cases, act without any regulation or law whatever 
on the subject. 

The case of Kensey Johns (Contested Elections, p. 874) is still 
more in point. The facts were these : Qeo, Read, Senator from 
Delaware, resigned his seat on the 18th September, 1798, during- 
the recess of the Legislature. The Legislature met in January 
and acyourned in February, 1794, without electing a Senator. 
On the 19th of March, afber said adjournment, Kensey Johns 
was appointed by the Gk>yernor to fill the vacancy. 

Upon this state of facts, tlie committee reported the following 
lesolution, which was adopted by a vote of 20 to 7 : 

« BMoi9^, That Keniey Johns, appointed bf the Govervor of the BUte of IMa« 
vare at a Senator of the United Btatee for said State, le not entiUed to a leat In tha 
Senate of the United BUtet, a lenlon of the LegtiOatnre of the latd State havlai 
latervened between the rccifnaUon c^ the said George Read, and the appointmaiil 
•r the Mid Kenaejr Johna.** 

Now tins case was decided obviously upon the principle tlial 



SPRRCH. 291 

■fter tlie Jurisdictioa of the Legislatare attached, the Ezecntivt 
power ceased ; and that the failare of the Legislatare to ezeroiM 
Jurisdiction and perform its duty did not re-invest tiie Executive 
with any authority on tlie suhject. Tet, after the adjonroment 
of the Legislature, there was, according to the doctrines of toy 
opponents, a vacancy, which had happened^ hy the failare of the 
Legislature to do its duty. And bo far as arguments of necessity, 
expediency, or convenience were concerned, it was incuinhenl 
upon the Governor, as much as in the case now before the House, 
to have filled the vacancy. From the decision in Kensey Johns*! 
case, as well as from the general principles of law, I lay down 
the following rule : ^^ That the failare of one department of 
Government to exercise a constitutional power does not author- 
ize another department to exercise it unless such authority is 
expressly delegated to the Constitution." 

I have already laid down the rule deduced from the case of 
Hoge: ^^That the legislative anthority to fix the time, place, and 
manner of election, &c., and the ezecutive authority to issue 
writs to fill vacancies*, are entirely distinct; in other words, that 
the second and fourth sections of the first article convey sepa- 
rate and independent, and not concurrent powers." 

Let us apply these rules to the present case. And, in the first 
place, let us see wiiether the legislature of the State of Missis* 
sipp* has, by any law, fixed the time, place, and manner of elec- 
tion for representative:). 

The general election law of that State, enacted 2d March, 1888, 
prescribes the places and manner of all elections^ and expressly 
directs that the election of representatives to Ooiigress shall take 
place on the Ist Monday and day following in November of 
wery second year. It will be perceived by this provinion that 
the time for the general election is fixed several months subse- 
quent to the expiration of the previous term. Is this a constitu- 
tional law ? In other words, have the State legislatures tha 
oonstitutional power to fix for the general elect itjn of represen- 
tatives to OongresB a time subsequent to the expiration of the 
OoDgresa preceding tliat for which the election is to be holdeni 
Will any one dare t: say they have not the constitutional p-iwer' 

13* 
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If they have it not, what will become of the delegalions from 
half the States who at this very moment hold their seats by 
virtue of elections holden since the 4th of March last, at the 
times prescribed by the legii^Iatores of their respective States! 
If they have it not, what Congress, nince the formation of the 
Government, has beeL oonstit itionally composed ? Sir, if this 
llouse denies the power of the legislature of Mississippi in fixing 
the election of her representatives to the twenty-fltth Congress, 
at a period subsequent to the expiration of the twenty-fourth 
Omgress, then are one-half its members bound to accompany 
mo out of this Hall. The policy of late elections is a good one, 
for it increases the accountability of the representative to hit 
constituents, and renders him more amenable to their Judgment. 
Before he can be re-elected, his whole course is subject to be 
canvassed, and at the bar of public opinion he is compelled to 
answer for the deeds done in this body. Indeed, so favorably 
has this policy been viewed, that in 1826, a member from North 
Carolina introduced into this House the following resolution: 
*^ Bewhedy That a committee be appointed to inquire into the 
propriety of altering the election laws of the several States, so 
as to provide that no election shall take place for members of 
the House of Representatives of the United States until the term 
of service shall have expired for which they liad been elected.*' 
This resolution was referred to a select committee ; and though 
the committee afterwards reported that it was inexpedient at 
that time to malce any change in the election laws of the several 
States, yet this very report (at a time when so many States pur* 
sued this mode) shows that such election laws were reoogniied 
as constitutional and proper. The case of Herrick, which you 
will find among your contested elections, and than which no 
oafte of the sort was ever more ably or fully discussed, recognizes 
and sustains the same principle ; nor can a case or an authority 
be found to repudiate or deny it 

The only Uoriutii^ii to this power of the legislature is odd* 
tained in the first section of tiie first article of the Oonstitutioii| 
whioli provides that r«»presentatives shall be chosen «Mfy ssstiMl 
pmr. If the law of Mississippi doea not violate that olausei thm 
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k h eonstitntional, and no power on ea.*th, ezoept the power 
which maile it, or a law of Oongrew, can abrogate it Shtiuld 
tlie legislature of any State refuse to appoint a time for election, 
or appoint it at an improper period, then it would doubtless be 
the duty of Congress to interfere, and by its paramount authority 
regulate the matter. Each State is interested in being duly 
lepresented in Congress, and that interest was considered sufficient 
to warrant a ready action, on the part of their legislatures, in 
prescribing a pntper time, place, and manner of election. But 
inasmuch aa it also interests the whole nation, that every State 
should be represented, the power was given to Congress of alter- 
ing the State regulations, or making new ones, should necessity 
require it. To have placed an additional control over the State 
regulations in some Uiird department, would have been absurd 
and unnecessary ; for Congress is surely a safe and ample depo- 
sitory of the national rights and interests in the matter. At any 
rate, it is hardly to be supposed that the constitution wonld hiive 
adopted the State Executives as such third department, to pro- 
tect and preserve the Federal Government, upon the failure of 
the State legislatures and of Congress to do their duty. 

I take it, tlien, to be perfectly clear that the State legislatures 
oan constitutionally fix the time for the general election of repre- 
sentatives to Congress at a period subsequent to the expiration 
of the previous term ; and that such a regulation is of binding 
force until changed or abrogated by a law of Congress. If J am 
correct in this conclusion, then the law of Mississippi fixing the 
first Monday and day following of November, of each second 
year, as the time for the election of her representative:*, is a con- 
stitutional and valid law ; for Congress has neither changed nor 
abrogated it Under that law, and in pursuance of all its pro- 
visions, I have been elected a representative from the State of 
Missis^ppi. If the law is constitutional, then am I the constitu- 
tional representative of that State. It is an absurdity in terms 
to admit the validity of the law, and at the same time oppose its 
operation, and deny, the validity of its legitimate action. 

Suppose the Governor had not ordered a special election in 
July, and I had presented myself with the credentials which 1 
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hold, sliowing my due election in November, under the genefii 
election law of the State, would there have been a momentV he«U 
tation in admitting mef Olearly not; for by precisely tlie same 
tenure the members from half the States now occupy their 
seats. 

It is contended by the sitting members, however, that on th« 
4th of March last, there happened a vacancy in the twenty-fifth 
Congress, within the contemplation of the 2d section, and that 
the Governor had authority to issue his writ to fill it. 

In regard to this position, there is no doubt that on the 4th of 
March the office of representatives from the State of Mississippi, 
in the twenty -fifth G(»ngress, was vacant, and of course there 
vas a vacancy in the office, which ccmtinued up to the time on 
which the Governor i^ued his writ. But I have already at^ 
tempted to show that it was not a vacancy which had happened 
in the representation from that State, within the meaning of the 
2d section, 1st article. It wan one of those regular, stated, and 
periodical vacancies, for which it was the duty of the legislature, 
and not of the Executive, to provide, and for which the general 
election law of the State does, as I contend, make full constitu- 
tional provision. All elections, whether general or si^ecial, 
whether by law or by executive authority, are to fill vacancies; 
for an office must be vacant before it can be filled ; and a power 
to fill all vacancies would be a power to fill all offices. It is 
true, as the gentlemen say in their argument, that the propriety 
of filling a vacancy does not depend upon the particular mod« 
of its happening; but upon the particular mode (»f its happening 
may well depend the propriety of plHcing the power of directing 
the time, place, and manner of fillinir it in the hands of the Legis- 
lature, instead of the Executive. The Constitution intended that 
all vacancies should be filled ; but it gnve to the I-egislaturt 
the authority to direct the filling of the regiilur periodical yAoan* 
oiea, and to the Executive the direction in filling vacancies which 
were unforeseen, and tlie result of accident and contingency. 
Xach of these depositst ies may neglect to exeroitte the delegated 
power, but such neglect does not transfer tlie power. Will any 
•ne oontend that, upon the resignation of a representatiTC^ tnd 
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tibe delay of the Governor m issuing hjs nrrit, the Legislatart 
oould order the election to fill snoh vacancy ? 

It is conceded, on all handn, that the proclamation of the Pr» 
lident, convening 0ongre»«8, (lid not create the vacancy, bat that 
It existed as fnlly on the 4th of March as when the Governor 
iflaned his writ to fill it. Now, for the sake of arjrument, admit 
that it came within the menning of the 2d section of the 1st 
article, and let us see the resnit. At what time mast the Governor 
issue his writ, ordering an election to fill a vacancy? The Con- 
■titatioD says, '^when vacancies happen in the representation 
from any State, the executive authority thereof shall issue writs,'* 
&c. The happening of the vacancy, then, indicates the time 
when the executive authority shall act : his duty is clear and 
positive: he has no discretion whether he shall act or not: his 
only discretion is that which necessarily attaches to the exercise 
of the duty, in the fixing of a reascmable time, place, and manner 
of election. The issuing of his writ, denoting the time, place, 
and manner, is a duty incumbent upon him, so soon as he is 
aware ^' that a vacancy has happened,'* &c. The vacancy under 
consideration, if it happened at all, happened on the 4th of March. 
It was a regular, anticipated, and foreseen vacancy. The GKiver- 
Dor knew beforehand when it would happen ; and was bound, 
immediately upon its happening, to obey the imperative com- 
mand of the Oonstitution, and issue his writ of election. The 
Constitution does not say ^^when Congress is convened,'' or 
** when an emergency aiises," or ^* when the executive authorit> 
deems it expedient and necessary,'^ he shall issue his writ of 
election; but ^^when vacancies happen," &c., he shall do It. 
The argument of Messrs. Claiborne and Gholnon, submitted to 
the committee at the special session, presents probably the first 
instant on record of a grave attempt to prove that the execu- 
tive authority of a State is not bound to perform an act which 
the Oocatitntion expressly commands, unless he thinks the per- 
formance of such act necessary and expedient; and that, if he 
thinks no inconvenience is likely to nssult from his failure to 
•bey the command, he need not obey it; in other words, thai 
Ibe perfonuanoe or non-perfoi mance, by the Executive, of con* 
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ttitatioDal daties, depends entirely npon executive disoretioB. 
Barely these are new and elastic principles of constitutional law, 
and mast be exceedingly palatable to executive taste. 

I have always understood that when the Oonstifution direotn 
the performance of an aor^ by a ministerial officer, the direction 
f.teelf is a constitutional decision that such act is necessary and 
expedient, and that the agent to whom the performance is as- 
signed, has no right wliatever to interpose his discretion or judg 
rnent as to its expediency or necessity. 

I take it, then, tliat the provinion making it incumbent npon 
the executive authority to issue his writ^ when vacancies happen, 
^., is of itself a constitutional decision, both of the necessity 
and expediency of the act, wiienever the contingency occurs. 
If I am correct in these positions, and this was a vacancy within 
the 2d section of the 1st article, it follows, &4 a matter of course, 
that the Governor was bound, immediately after the 4th of 
March (the time when it happened(, to issue his writ of elec- 
tion ; and that he had no discretionary power to abstain from 
the act 

Now, if the executive authority was bound on the 4th of 
March, to issue his writ of election to fill tliis vacancy, it seems 
to me clear that the law of Mississippi, professing to provide 
for filling the same vacancy in the November following, is 
an nnoonstitutional law, and a nullity. The Constitution Las 
made no provision that the Legislature shall act in those cases in 
which the Executive shall have failed to do his duty. All the 
power of the Legislature is original and independent of executive 
action. If, then^ the framers of the OonHtitution intended to 
embrace in the 2d section of the 1st article the caates of periodi- 
cal vaoanoies, arising fW>m the expiration of the previous term 
of office, they must have considered that full provision was made 
for tlie filling such vacancies, in the injunction placed upon tlie 
executive authority to issue his writ whenever they hap|)eied. 
7 say they must have considered so, for they nowliere made any 
provision to supply the failure of executive action. It is obvious, 
inder such a construction, that tlie State Legislatures have no 
power to pass general laws fixing the time for election of Repr» 
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lentotlres, at periods when, by constitntional p7ovi8{on and in 
eoc^tftntional contemplation, the office has been already filled 
through the ezeoadve authority. In other words, it would be 
absnrfl to construe the Constitution as giving to the Legislatnixx 
power to do what, in constitutional contemplation, was already 
done. 

But suppose the gentlemen are right in their proposition, 
that the State Executive may i-ssue the writ or not, at his dis- 
cretion. I understand them t<» admit that if the State Execu- 
tive fails to issue his writ, the election under the general law 
would be good. It is also admitted, on all sides, and fully 
decided in the case of Hoge, that the State Executive has the 
power in his writ of election to designate the time and place. 
Let us see how these propositions can stand together. 

Sdppose the (Governor of Mississippi had issued his writ, and, 
According to the authority which the gentlemen ascribe to him, 
had ordered an election to have been holden at the same time 
prescribed for the general election, but at different places from 
tho^e designated by the law : suppose a portion of the people 
had voted at the places fixed by law, and the remainder at the 
places appointed by the executive authority; two sets of 
Representatives are chosen ; which are entitled to seat<« ? The 
elections are simultaneous, but under two distinct authorities, 
each claiming the constitutional power to order and direct the 
same. My opponents admit that each possesses the power; but 
both, of course, cannot exerci.'<e it. In the case supposed they 
oome in direct collision. Which is paramount, the law of the 
State or the executive writ? 

Even if the powers are concurrent, it is a dear principle, 
that where there are concnirent jurisdictions, that which first 
attAchee controls the subject-matter. Now, the law of the 
State fixing ;he time for the election of Representatives to the 
twenty-fiftl. Congress on the first Monday of November was 
•nncted, and of course its jurisdiction attached, long before th«» 
Oovtmor dammed his jurisdiction and issued his writ. It If 
admitted that, but for the executive action, the election in 
VoTomber would have been valid. This drives gentlemes 
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Inevitably to the position, that the aathority of the State 
Executive is paramount to the law ; and that every law, either 
of the State or of Oongress, fixing the time of election for 
Representatives after the expiration of the previous term, oac 
at any time after such expiration of the previous tenn, be 
abrogated and utterly annulled at the discretion of the Stat« 
Executive. Suppose Congress, under its constitutional power 
to make or alter tlie election laws, had passed the very law that 
Mississippi has enacted: still, according to gentlemen's argu- 
ment, such a law would have been entirely at the mercy of the 
State Executive. This is nullification witli a vengeance. South 
Carolina claimed the power to nullify an unconstitutional law of 
Oongress: my opponents contend for the right in the State 
Executive to nullify an admitted constitutional law either of the 
States or of Congress; for the principle is precisely the saire, 
whether applied to a law of the State or a law of Congress. 
The law of the Srate of Mississippi is either constitutional or it 
is not. If it is constitutional, thee the appointment of the first 
Monday in November for the time of election, is a constitutional 
decision by the constitutional authority that the first Monday of 
November is a proper time for such election. The Legislature 
has exercised, in fixing that time, the general discretion winch, 
by the Constitution, it undoubtedly possessed over the subject ; 
it may have exercised it improperly. The period fixed may be 
too late for public convenience and the general interest. But ko 
long as the law continues to be constitutional, the time desig- 
nated in it is constitutionally right and proper. But it may be 
asked, is there no remedy ? Can the States, by improper regu- 
lations on this subject, stop or impede the operations of the 
Government? 

This question has been already answered, in the previous part 
of the argument. 

The sage founders of our political system contemplated the 
possibility, that the States might refuse to make any electioa 
laws, or might make improper :>nes, and, in consequence, 
expressly delegated to Congress the power ^^ to make or alter 
•Qoh regulations.*' The discretion of Congress, in deci'llng whal 
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b ft proper time, \b thus made paramount to that ^f the State 
Legifllatares. Bnt, in the present instance, Congress has nof 
thought it neoemary to alter the State regulation. This, of 
itself, is an admission, on the part of Congress, that the State 
Legislature has not im|roperly exercised its discretion. It has 
tlien, heen decided, hy the Legislature of the State of Missis* 
•ippi, having, by the Constitution, full and express jurisdiction 
over the matter, that the first Monday of November last was a 
proper time for the people of that State to elect their Bepresen* 
tfttives to the twenty-fifth Congress. 

This decision has been recognized by Congress as correct, by 
Its failure to interpose its supervisory power to alter the regu- 
lation. And yet the monstrous doctrine is advanced by ray 
opponents, that there resided in Uie executive breast a special 
discretion, paramount to the general discretion of the State 
legislature and Congress combined, and fully competent to 
decide that November was not a proper time for the people to 
elect representatives; but that July was; and, accordingly, to 
alter the time from November to July. Will gentlemen point 
out to me the clause of the Constitution conferring upon the 
State Executive so strange and anomalous a power. 

I have offered these views to show the absurdity of admittirg 
the right of the State legislatures to fix the time for the general 
election subsequent to the expiration of the previous terms of 
office, and at the same time to contend for the position, that such 
periodical vacancies in the office fall within the provision of the 
second section of the first article, and are subject to be filled by 
virtue of the executive authority. The error into which gentle- 
men &11, in the interpretation of this second section, arises from 
ft disregard of one of the most obvious rules of ccmstruction; 
which is, that where there are several provisions in regard to 
the same subject, they must be construed together. The SmT e 
provision, and the same words, when taken independently, will 
frequently authorize a construction totally at war with that 
which will be at once acknowledged as the legitimate moauingi 
when the provision is construed in connection with oth«Bm vn 
the aame subject 
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ibb weond aectioD of Uie first aitide of tho Oonstitotioft 
stand alone, it might nndonbtedly bear n constmction bnmde* 
tlian that whidi I apply to it — perliap» even as eztensiTe as thai 
for wliich mj opponents contend ; and it seems to me that the 
eommittee, on a former occasion, in oonflidering this claose, did 
eonstrue it as entiielj independent, and with a total disreganl 
to the other eonstitntional provisions m pari imaUrUL Now, 
it is perfectly obvioos that this dao^e cannot be feirly inter- 
preted except in connection with the fourth section, which 
relates to the same subject. The second section gives the State 
EzeratiTes certain powers over the subject of elections. The 
fourth section gives to the State le^slatures certain powers over 
the same sulgeot. 

Kow, before defining the extent of the powers delegated in 
either of these clana<es, let us settle a preliminary question. Do 
these two clauses convey concurrent or independent powers t I 
have already, in a previous part of my argument, aseerted my 
views upon this point. But I cannot refrain from agun calling 
to it the attention of the House. I assert tiie powers to be inde- 
pendent ; that one is the complement of the other ; that where 
the authority of the State legislatures ceases, there the executive 
authority commences; thus embracing the whole subject, and 
constituting a harmonious circle of power. I have shown, fh)m 
the precedents in this House, that tiiis principle has been long 
recognized and adopted as a rule of action. In tiie case (»f 
Hoge, it was expressly decided that caries coming within the 
operation of the second section of the first article, do not come 
within the operation of the fourth section. I have further 
asserted the principle, that. In the distribution of the power* 
which, in their aggregate, form t\\e Federal Government, tlie 
Constitution does not contemplate or authorize, in any instance, 
the exercise, by two different departments at the same time, of 
the same power over the same subject-mutter. The adverse 
ooniitruotion would involve an absurdity. A constitution author- 
ising such a duplicate action, would be so defective that govein* 
inent oould not be carried on under it Like a piece of badl> 
itrocted machinery, in which the wleels interfere with 
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otlier, it woold soon fall in pieces by the joUision of its 3wl 
parts. 

In onstraing the two seotioDs of the Const! tntion which 
regulate the elections to this House, we shonld endeavor to pre- 
Tent their clashing, and not interpret one at the expense of the 
other. We must give snch a constraction as will let both clansea 
live : ^utreg tnagii taleat quam pereaV^ 

The oonstmction which I hsve attempted to establish is of 
this character. I contend that the legislative aathority alone 
can prescribe the time of election for filling the regular period!* 
oal vacanciee which constitntionally arise, from the expiration 
of each Congress; and that the executive Jurisdiction only 
extends to snch vacancies as happen, by accident and contin- 
gency in the representation, after the legislative action has been 
exhausted. By my construction, the two clauses can both stand 
without conflict. By the construction of my opponents, they 
clash harshly together, and one is compelled to give way to the 
other. The law of the State is forced to bend to the discretion 
of the State Executive. Like the misletoe bough, which flour- 
ishes at the expense of the tree to which it is attached, till the 
exhausted parent dies, in the greedy embrace of its ungrateful 
ofispring, so does their construction of the executive power eat 
out and destroy the legislative authority upon which it was 
originally engrafted. 

Gentlemen are forced to admit that th^ State legislature can 
fix the time for election at a period subsequent to tiie expiration 
of the previous term ; while, at the same time, it is contended 
that, in all snch cases, the State Executive may designate for the 
election snch time as he pleases. Now, to be consistent, they 
should deny the existence of this power in the legislature ; for it 
involves an absolute absurdity to claim for the Executive of 
Mississippi the right to fix the time for the election in July; and, 
at the same time, to admit the existence of a legislative power 
to direct the holding of the same election in November. The 
legislature of Mississippi did, by law, direct that the representa- 
tives to the twenty-fifth Congress should be elected on the finl 
Monday, and day following, in November. The executive antboi^ 
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ity of the same State, did direct an election (wLioh gentleniev 
eontend was also for the twenty-fiftli Congress) to be holden ib 
July preceding. Now, it seems to me self-evident that either 
the legislative or executive action was without oonsHtntional 
sanction ; for the act of one is clearly invalid. The accidental 
call of an extraordinary session of Congress, and the embar* 
rassing condition of the country, are not, either separately or 
combined, sufficient to suspend the operation or validity of a 
constitutional law. I take it that such consideraticms have no 
legitimate bearing whatever upon the question in controversy. 
Let, then, gentlemen boldly and directly take the ground which 
they have indirectly taken ; let them grapple the question hon- 
estly and fairly ; let them assert, at once, the position that the 
State legislatures cannot constitutionally fix the election of their 
representatives to Congress at times subsequent to the expiration 
of the tenn preceding that for which the election is to be 
holden; for this position is the necessary consequence of their 
assumption, that this very power resides with the State Execu- 
tive. 

If the view of the Constitution which I have taken be correct| 
then the Governor of Mississippi had no power to order an elec- 
tion in July last, and the election held tmder his mandate was 
unconstitutional and void. 

If, however, I am mistaken in my construction, and the 
Governor had the power to supersede the law, and order an 
election for the twenty-fifth Congress, the question then arises, 
did he exercise it t The proclamation or writ of the Governor, 
after reciting that a vacancy had happened, by the expiration of 
the previous term of service, commands the different sheriffs to 
hold an election for representatives to fill such vacancy, ^ until 
wpeneded by the memhen to he eleeted at the next regular eleo* 
tian^ on the flnt Monday^ and day folloufinffy in Novefnher 

The proclamation or writ, it will be perceived, does not, in 
point of &ot, order an election for the whole of the twenty-fifUi 
Congress, but only for that portion of it anterior to the general 
•lection in November, and upon its face certainly does Ml 
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•othorize an election for a longer period. Bol, aiider the erea- 
tive power of the majority of the Committee of Elections, it 
has grown np into an ample authority for holding an election te 
fill the whole term. 

The ratiocination by which they arrived at this remarkable 
eonclasion is a carious specimen of argumentative absurdity. 

The Governor, say these ^yllogisiic gentlemen, had no right to 
order an election fur a period less than the unexpired term. He 
did, however, we admit, order an election tor only a small por- 
tion of the unexpired term ; but we will reject, as turpliuage^ 
all that portion of the writ which relates to the time for which 
the election was to be holden, and then it will appear as if the 
Governor issued a writ for the whole vacancy, though we know, 
in point of fact, that he did not. The writ orders an eleccion 
for three months only, but, by rejecting a portion as surplus- 
age, we shall have two years left Like the leaves of the Sibyl, 
the writ will grow in value as it diminishes in quantity: the 
more we take from it, the larger it will become ; and by lessen- 
ing it one-half we increase it fourfold. Truly, had these gentle- 
men lived in ancient times, they would have puzzled the Sphinx 
with their riddles, and the scholars with their logic. They have 
performed a miracle greater than that which illustrates th« 
history of the widow^s cruse. The widow continually used of 
the oil, and yet the cruse always remained full; these 
gentlemen, by using from the Governor's writ, not only do not 
diminish it, but enlarge its abundance. 

But what is this doctrine of surplusage ? Surplusage, in legal 
definition, as well as in common parlance, means a superfluity—* 
more than enough. Now, the writ in this case does not con 
tain any superfluity of substance or meaning ; the defect com 
plained of is, that it does not contain enough. The substance 
of the mandate is an election for three months, when, as gen- 
tlemen contend, it should have been for two years. There is 
clearly, then, nothing of surplusage in the substance of the writ 
If there are more words than are necessary to convey the 
tnbstanoe of the mandate, it would constitute a verbal surplus- 
age, and snoh unnecessary words might ba fleeted. Tli^» 
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however, is not the case. The words rejected by the oommittoi 
as surplasage, f«irm a component and essential part of the mtuip 
date. It is manifest tliat there is no superfluons substance to 
reject ; for the complaint arises from a deficiency, and I know 
of no rule by which, in the construction of an instrniiient, you 
can reject words, as surplusage, which fi»rm an essential part of 
the meaning ; when, by such rejection, you change entirely the 
substance aud character of the document. Gentlemen siiy that 
the Governor had no right to limit the term of service. Tlie 
conclusion, then, is, that he has issued an unconstitutional man- 
date. If so, it is void. What right have yon to construe an 
unconstitutional act into a constitutional one, in violation of the 
admitted intent and express meaning of the actor f 

Tou say tlie Governor had the authority to issue a writ of 
election for the whole unexpired term. Very well. The 
answer is, and it seems to me a satisfactory one, he baa not 
done it. Suppose he had issued no writ at all : could you have 
rejected his neglect as surpluHage, and sustained an election held 
without any executive mandate ? It seems to me you could do it 
with as much propriety as you can sustain an election for two years 
under a writ ordering one for three months. If by construction 
eighteen months can be forced into a writ, against its admitted 
meaning, I see no reason why the whole writ may not be created 
by oonstrnction. It is perfectly obvious tha% whether the 
Governor had or had not the power of ordering an election for 
the whole nnezpired term of the twenty-fitth Congress, he has 
never exercised or attempted to exercise sudi i)ower, and it 
would be a monstrous doctrine to assert that, conatruotively, he 
did what you admit, in point of fact, he did not do. 

From these considerations, as well as from tlie position which 
I have endeavored to demonstrate, that the Governor had no 
constitutional authority to order an election in July, I come to 
tlie conclusion embraced in my first general proposition, to wit : 
^^that the election in July last, under which the sitting memben 
daim their seats, was uncnustitntioual, null, and void.** 

This brings me to the second proposition, that the election 
III July, if good for anything, was goi<i only fcr the period 
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anterior to the general election. I shall say hot little upon thi» 
point, inasmuch as most of the principles applicable U it have 
been already discussed in the previous argument I am decidedly 
of opinion that there was no vacancy whatever, within the 
meaning; of the second section of the first article. But, if theit 
was, what was its extent? It seems to have been talcen for 
granted that it must necessarily be the whole of the unexpired 
term. Upon what principle, however, has this conclusion been 
adopted ? 

The Constitution does not define a vacancy; and the Yery 
reasoning by which gentlemen arrive at the conclusion, that 
there was in July a vacancy within the executive jurisdiction, 
would limit its extent to the regular November election. 

The reasoning which sustains the power of the Governor, is 
based upon the doctrine of necessity, and upon the supposed 
oonstitutiunal intention of authorizing provision by the executive 
writ, for any failure of legislative action. This is the ground 
taken by my opponentn. Admitting its truth, then, the fair 
measure of the executive power will be the deficiency of legislative 
action. Now, the deficiency of legislative action extends only 
from the 4th of March to the first Monday in November. After 
that, ample constitutional legislation embraces the sul^Ject, and 
fully relieves it from any further necessity for executive aseistanoe. 
By extending the power of the Grovernor beyond the time for the 
general election, yoii carry it further than your own construction 
of the Constitution warrants, and make it trench upon and overrun 
the admitted constitutional action of the State legislature. From 
thA arguments and upon the views of my opponents themselves, 
I should feel compelled to define the meaning of the word vfteancy^ 
as used in the second section of the first article, to be ^*that 
portion of the office the filling of which is unprovided for by 
constitutional legislation." Neither necessity, convenience, nor 
legitimate construction, can extend the definition. If it be 
correct, then there was a vacancy unprovided for by law, 
extending from the 4th of March to the time of tlie general eleo« 
lion in November, and the Governor's writ was in exact accord- 
atioe with his constitutional power. The Dnly provision in the 
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Gonsbtation« in relation to the term of service, is that oontainad 
in the second section, first article. ^^Tbe House of Representativei 
shall consist of members chosen every second year,** &c. Now, 
this provision manifestly applies only to the general elections, 
and is simply a limitation of the power given to the State 
legislatnres to fix the times, &c. Under this clause, the Stat« 
legislatures are bound to provide for a general election every 
second year. The clause cannot have any application whatever 
to elections for filling vacancies. Members may be chosen to fill 
vacancies not only every second year, but every second month, 
should they happen so often. The assumption of my opponents, 
that a vacancy must necessarily ezrend to tlie whole unexpired 
Oongress, is unsupported by any constitutional provision, and 
totally at war with the very principles upon which they base 
the GK>vernor^s vacancy-filling power. I come, from these con- 
siderations, to the conclusion, that, if there was a vacancy 
within the jurisdiction of the (Governor, it extended to November 
only, when the regular legislative jurisdiction attached; and, 
consequently, that the election in July last, if good at all, was 
only valid for the period anterior to the general November eleo* 
tion. This brings me to the third and last proposition with 
which I set out, viz : that, in November last, my colleague and 
myself were constitutionally and legally elected representatives 
from the State of Mississippi to the twenty-fifth Congress. If I 
have succeeded in demonstrating either of the first two proposi- 
tions, this one will follow as a matter of course. The Ootistita* 
tion of the United States authorized the legislature of Mississippi 
to fix the time, places, and manner of elections for Congress. J 
have already endeavored to show that the Legislature did, in the 
constitutional exercise of that authority, prescribe the time, 
places, and manner; and that, under and in pursuance of all 
those regulations, my colleague and myself were elected, on the 
first Monday, and day following, of November last. Of all this 
the House has ample evidence, through the official organs ct the 
State. There is no controversy as to the result of the election. 
The House judges of the election, qualifications, and returnSi 
Was there any defect ic the election ff If s*, point it out. Wn 
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It not oondnoted in full accordance with the Constitntion of the 
United Statea, and the constitution and laws of the State of 
Mississippi t If not, show the variance. Well, then, the election 
was a valid one. 

On the score of qualification, is there anj objection! Kone; 
no one doubts or denies the qualifications of my colleague and 
uijself. Of the returns, are they not legal and satisfactory ? Not 
a whisper has been breathed to the contrary. Upon which 
branch uf its jurisdiction will the House base an objection; 
upon election, qualification, or return? If no valid objection 
arises out of either of tliese three points, then we are entitled to 
seats; for beyond those three points the jurisdiction of the 
House does not extend. 

If the July election was void, or extended only to the Novem- 
ber election, then the latter election must inevitably be sus- 
tained, unless there is something averred and proven to vitiate 
it. It stands, otherwise, upon the same footing with the general 
elections uf the other States which have occurred since the 4th 
of March. There can be no sort t>f doubt that one of the said 
elections in Mississippi was constitutional and valid ; and I pre- 
sume no one will advance the absurdity, that an unoonstitjitional 
and void election can vitiate a constitutional and valid electitm. 

I have now done with the argument of this matter. It is for 
tiie grave judges around me to say whether I have eet&blished 
any of my propositions. I have detained the House, in this 
opening of the cause, longer, perhaps, than its patience would 
warrant. But ample exi use, I trust, may be found in the mag- 
nitude of the principles involved, and the inexperience of the 
humble individual to whom their illustration has been com- 
n^ated. I have performed my duty ; it now devolves upon yon 
to perform yours. In the performai\ce of that duty, let me teL 
you, sir, no ordinary responsibility rests upon you. The eyes of 
the nation are directed to your action, with an anxiety commen- 
iurate with the importance of the subject to be affected by yout 
jedaion. That subject is no less than the right of representa* 
tion, the elective franchise, the Promethean spark which imparts 
V6 and tool to oar whole palitical system ; withoat whioh| all 

M 
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oar institutions are bnt inanimate things ; dnll, cole, and 
1088 statues. In your situation, even good intention will not 
justify error. At your iiands the American pe(«ple will requirt 
a strict account of that Ounstitution of which yon are appointed 
guardians, and over whose most vital part a fatal stab is now 
impending. Tou cannot respond^ as did the first fratricide, 
* Who made me the keeper of my brother Abel t^ To yon is 
entrusted the keeping of the Constitution; see that yon rob it 
not of its richest treasure. 

I advance here no personal claim ; It is the claim of one of the 
sovereign States of this Confederacy which I advocate; her 
claim to the right of choosing her own Representatives accord- 
ing to her own constitutional laws. Will yon deny her this 
right? Will yon rend the brightest and the strongest link in 
the golden chain of Union? 

Sir, if you persist in denying to Misf^issippi that right to which 
she is entitled in common with every other State, yon inflict 
Qpon her a wound which no medicine can heal. If yon are 
determined to impose upon her a representation not of her 
choice, and against her will, go on, and complete the work of 
degradation; send her a proconsul for a Gk>vemor, and make 
taskmasters to rule over her. 

Let her no longer sit with yon, a young and fair member of thia 
proud sisterhood ; but strip off the robes of equality, and mak« 
of her a handmaid and a servant. 

Better, far better, had she never emerged from the ohrysalli 
condition of a Territory, to wear the gaudy honors and butter* 
fly wings of a State, if yon can thus, with your mere touch, 
brush her brightest tints away. 

Sir, you may think it an easy and a triflidg matter to deprive 
Mississippi of her elective franchise; for she is young, and may 
not, perchance, have the power to resist ; bnt I am much mia* 
taken in the diaracter of her chivalrous dtizens, if yon do not 
find tiiat she not only understands her rights, but has bc»th the 
will and the power to vindicate them. Tou may yet And, to 
your sorrow, that you have grasped a scorpion, where yom 
llio:ight yon ifere only cmshing a worm. Thit House ivonld ee 
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poon put its head in a Iion^s month, as take the eoone which b 
threatened, towards the elder and more powerfiil States. And 
how happens it, that Reprei^ntativea of the States wliioh have 
always heen the readiest in the assertion of thdr own rightfli 
ahoold now he most zealous in trampling npon the rights of 
Hitfsisstppi t What ha» she done, that she should be selected as 
a victim? No State is or has ever been more ardently 
attached to the Union ; and if she is placed beyond its pale, it 
will be your fault, and not her own. Sir, if you consummate this 
usurpation, yon degrade the State of Mississippi : and if she sub- 
mits, never again can she wear the lofty look of conscious 
independence. Burning shame will set its seal upon her bn »w ; 
and when her proud sons travel in other lands, they will bln^h 
at the history of her dishomir, as it fiills from the sneering lip 
of the stranger. Sir, place her not in that terrible and trying 
position, in which her love for this glorious Union will be found 
at war with her own honor, and the paramount obligation 
which binds her to transmit to the next generation, untarnished 
and undiminished, her portion of that rich legacy of the Revoln 
tion, which was bought with blood, and which should never be 
parted with for a price less than what it cost. Is there a State 
in this Union that would part with it; that would submit 
to have her Representatives chosen by this House, and forced 
npon her against her will? Gomel what says the Bay 
State — time-honored MoMachusetU t From the cradle in which 
yonng Liberty was first rocked, even from old Faneuil Hall, 
oomes forth her ready answer, and, before it dies away, again 
It is repeated from Bunker Hill: ^*It was for this very right 
of representation our fathers fought the battles of the Revo- 
lution, and ere we will surrender this dear-bought rights those 
batties shall again become dread realities.*^ Would Kentucky 
fubmit? Ask her, Mr. Speaker, and her Mammoth ea/ur% 
will find a voice to thunder in your ear her stern response: 
**No ; sooner than sibmit to sudi an outrage, our soil shall be 
re-baptiaed with a new claim to the proud but melancholy titla 
nf ih€ dark and bloody ground^ And wliat says Virs^tiia^ 
irith her high device->her ^^$ic temper iyrannie^ the loftiesl 
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motto that ever blazed Ti]M>n a nvarrior's shield or a nation'i 
arms ? How would she brook such usurpation ? What says th« 
mother of States and State Right doctrines; she who has 
placed imtruetion as a guardian over rqtresentation ; what ^ays 
she to the propoRition that tliis House can make Representatives, 
and f Dree them upon a State in violation of its choice and will f 
And where is South Carolina, the Harry Percy of the Union t 
On which side in this great controversy does she couch her 
lance and draw her blade? I trust, upon the side of her 
sister State ; upon the side, too, of the constitutional rights of all 
the States ; and let her lend the full strength of her good right 
%rm to the blow, when she strikes in so righteous a quarrel. 

Upon all the States I do most solemnly call, for that justice to 
another, which they would expect for themeelves. Let this cup 
pass from Missisisippi. Compel her not to drink its bitter 
Ingredients, lest, some dny, even-handed justice should ^^ com- 
mend the poisoned chalice " to yonr own lips. Rescind that reso- 
lution, which presses like a foul incubus upon the Constitution. 
Ton sit here, twenty-five sovereign States, in judgment upon 
the most sacred right of a sister State ; that which is to a State 
what chastity is to a woman, or honor to a man. Should yon 
decide against her, you tear from her brow the richest jewel 
which sparkles there, and forever bow her head in sliame and 
dishonor. But, if your determination is taken ; if the blow 
must fall ; if the violated Constitution must bleed ; I have but 
one request, on her behalf, to make. When you decide that she 
cannot choose her own representation, at that self-same moment 
blot from the spangled banner of this Union the bright ttar that 
glitters to the name of Mmimppi^ but leave the §tripe behind, 
a fit emblem of her degradation. 

The reader can hardly fail to have obserred, in reading 
tbig argument, how well Mr. Prentiss was prepared for it 
by his speeches in the Legislature of Mississippi, the pre- 
TioQS winter, upon the question of admitting the New 
Coanty Delegation. Some of the main points, inTohed it 
%he two cases, were identical. 



ADORKaS. Ill 



CHAPTER XII. 

AJiitH to Um Pttopl* «f MiMlMli»pl— Retort to Tiekifcarg^-fleeond OanTBM of 
the 8tRt»— RemlnlseeneM of it— Speech at Natches— Aneodolee Ulnetratinff ttic 
nneet of bli BoqoeDoe— His own Aecoant of Soenei with a Menaferio— Result of 
the Beetloo — Address to a Jury — Lette'*s^Retam to Washtnffton— CIiUids hta 
Seat nnder the NoTember Certtilcate of election— Characterlstie Incident men- 
tJoned by Mr. Word— Speech on the Sob-Treasury mil— Letters Speech oa 
Snail Mote BUI— North and Sooth. 

^T. 20.— 1888. 

Before leaying Washington, Mr. Prentiss issued a spirit- 
ed Address to the People of Mississippi, of which the fot 
lowing passages contain the snbstance : — 

Frllow-Citizbnb — Id November last, yon elected me one of 
yonr Representative to the 26rh Oonfrre»s by mnch the largest 
vote ever polled for that ofSoe in the State. The election was 
holden, as yon well know, at the time, places, and in the manner 
prescribed by yonr laws, which laws were enacted by yonr Le- 
gislatnre, nnder t)ie express anthority of the Oonsfitution of the 
United States. Immediately npon ascertaining the result of that 
election, I received from the Governor credentials, in parsnance 
of law, and repaired, with all convenient speed, to the Federal 
city. I presented my credentials to the Speaker of the Honseof 
Representatives, and demanded to be sworn in as a member. The 
Speaker refnsed ; and I was told that the seats belonging to the 
State of Mississippi were already filled. On examination, I fonnd 
them occnpie«l by Mesftrs. Olsibome and Gholson. Ton proba- 
bly recoUect that, in July last, yon selected those gentlemen to 
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serve you nntil superseded by snch persons ss you might sejeet 
at the genersl election in Nuvember. On presenting my power 
of attorney from you, dispensing with their further servioe, and 
substituting myself and colleague in their places, they utterly re* 
fused to obey, and set your mandate at open defiance. Indeed 
th ey had previously atiserted, upon the floor of the House, that you 
Lad elected them for the whole of the 25th Congress ; that they 
had been candidates for the whole term, and that you so under- 
stand it« They demanded and obtained, at the special session, by 
A resolution introduced by themselves, a decision that they were 
duly elected to the whole 25th Congress ; and relying upon this 
decision, they objected, both before the Committee and the House, 
to any examination into the question whether you did, in reality, 
intend to elect them for a longer period than the special sesstion ; 
thus basing their claims to seats, not upon your will, but upon a 
deoiaion of the House of Repre^^entatives, procured at their own 
instigation, upon an ex parts examination of the case, and with- 
out the production of any legal credentials or certificate of eleo* 
lion whatever. Finding the attitude in which the matter stood, 
I proceeded at once to attack the decision of the House, as uncon- 
stitutional, €xparU^ and founded upon palpable mistake. I took 
the ground that whatever might be the validity of the July elec- 
tion, it was not intended to supersede, nor could it constitution- 
ally supersede, the regular election in November, and that th4 
constitutional rights of the people of Mississippi were beyond the 
control of the House of Representatives. I denied the power of 
one branch of the Federal Legislature to nullify the admitted con- 
stitutional law of the State of Mississippi, fixing the time for the 
election of her Representatives ti» Congress. I openly denied, 
on your behaU^ any intention of surrendering your constitutional 
right of choosing your Representatives at the time, places, and 
in the manner prescribed by your laws. After a most severe 
and memorable contest, in which every art and efifort was ez- 
haosted, for the purpose of sustaining Messrs. Claiborne and 
Gholson in their usurped places, the House solemnly decided that 
they were not entitled to seats, as the Representatives of the 
Btate of Mississippi, on the express ground that the Jnly election 
was unconstitutional and void. 
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Bo Ur the Boose of BepreMOtatives honorsUy rec lified ac 
ioknowledged error into which they bad fallen ; and sustained 
yon against the attack which had been made by Messrs. Clai- 
borne and Gholson upon your most sacred constitutional rightSi 
and these gentlemen were JiiHtly turned out of the seats to which 
Miey liad clung with such desperate tenacity. I would, for the 
honot of the American nation, I could fU)p here. Nt> sooner, 
however, had the House decided that the July election was void, 
because November was the only time at which an election could 
be valid, than they turned around and again decided that the 
November election was void, because of the error into which the 
House had fallen. 

The highest political right which appertains to you was 
suspended, and the State of Mississippi totally disfranchiseci, not 
by any fault of her own, but tlirough the acknowledged ignorance 
of tb« House. While the House was in error, you could not 
exercise your rights; and a simple resolution of the Federnl House 
of Representatives, by this decision, is sufficient, at any time, not 
only to modify, but destroy, the right of representation of any or 
every State in the Union. No one denied that, in pursuance of 
the law and the constitution, yon had elected me as your 
representative. It was your right to elect anybody tliat was 
denied. It was decided that your election in July was void, on 
account of the November election, and that the November elec- 
tion WHS void, on accoimt of the erroneous decision of the Hou:*e 
in favor of the July election. Thus, at a period when, of all 
others, your interests most require attention, and questions of 
vital importance are agitating the country, you are Juggled out 
of your whole right of repreientation in the popular branch of 
the National Legislature, and the reason assigned is, that the 
blunders of the House of Representatives are constitutional laws, 
and paramount to the admitted constitutional laws of the Stctos,- 
and of force sufficient to annul the same. Doctrines so fedenii 
were never before advanced in this government ; and if they be 
correct, then is the House of Representatives a despot, and the 
*ights of the States exist only in imagination. If such doctrines 
are correct, what prevents Congress from declaring itself per 
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petual — a ramp parliament — and tlien affserting, as thej oava h 
the present instance, that so long as that decision remaim 
nnrescinded, the constitntional power of the States to hold theti 
regular elections is suspended, and their laws nullified ? 

Upon the question of the yalidity of the November election, 
the vote stood at a tie, and the Speaker had the glorious intiamy 
of deciding it against yon. A single representative from anothei 
State exercised the power of denying your right to any repre 
•entation, and the still, small voice (if James K. Polk deprived 
you of that which a hundred thousand bayonets could not have 
forced from you. 

I wish you distinctly to understand tliat your riffht qfeleeiion^ 
either in July or November, has been solemnly denied and 
repudiated. I told the House that you would not submit quietly 
to have your elective franchise trodden beneath the iron heel of 
federal despotism, and that there was no possession yon would 
not sooner part with than your right of representation, that 
great legacy of the Revolution. Was I right or wrong in thus 
speaking for you ? Whether right or wrong, I spoke my own 
sentiments when I denounced, as I did, the action of the House 
as a plain and palpable violation of the Constitution — a foul, high- 
handed and tyrannical usurpation. I looked with soorn and 
derision upon the Junrgling and hypocritical pretence of sending 
the election back fur the purpose of ascertaining yonr wishes, 
when yon had spoken, through all your legal and constitutional 
forms, in a voice which an idiot could not fail to have under- 
stood. The House has decided that both your election in July 
and November are void; and yet they permit the representatira 
firom Arkansas to hold his seat under two elections precisely 
parallel. 

I tell you candidly and honestly my own opinion of the whok 
transaction, and I have been a ch»se and attentive observer, i be- 
lieve you have been basely defrauded of your elective frsnohi(«e| 
•imply because yon did not choose, in exercising it, to consult the 
political taste and complexion of the majority in the House. It 
Is for you to say whether you will bow in submission to tlie rod, 
and taorifioe your great and sacred rights at the shrine of MOtjf 
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dTotation, or whether yon will assert }uar right, free and nntram 
melled, t(v elect whom you please as voar reprei>entatives. 

The true contest now is, whether yon or the Honae of Repre- 
sentatives shall designate the individnals who shall serve you in 
that body. To the honorable and high minded of all political 
parties, I appeal for a dignified and determined assertion of tlie 
right of election. Believing as I do, before Heaven, that I am 
yoor oonstitntlonal representative, in spite of the tyrannical and 
arbitrary action of the House; and believing, too, that the honor 
and character of the citizens of Mi«sissippi are deeply involved 
In the action which they may take in relation to this matter, I 
have deemed it my duty to address to you some account of the 
result of the high errand upon which you sent me. I regret that 
my taslc has been but half accomplished. The usurpers have 
been driven from the Oapitol; but your representatives have 
been denied admittance. To the best of my humble ability, I 
have obeyed your high behest It now devolves upon you to 
assert, in snch manner as honor and duty may dictate, yoor 
violated rights. 

On his retnm home, the citizens of Maysville and Loaib- 
Tille tendered him a public dinner ; bat in both instances 
he modestly declined the compliment. " Defeated as I have 
been, in the high errand npon which I was sent, I feel that 
it woold hardly be proper for me to tarry by the way and 
partake of those honors and rewards, which belong rather 
to the victor than the vanquished." 

The citizens of Yicksbnrg had long been npon the look- 
out for him, and, on the night of his arrival, welcomed him 
with repeated rounds of cannon. A friend, writing under 
date of March 16, 1838, says : " Your brother was 
leceived with shouts and congratulations, and demonstra* 
tions of Joy which burst all bounds. His reception must 
hare been to him a source of most gratifying pride. A 
|Hiblic dinner has been given to him since bis return, an4 I 

14* 
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listened to his speech with n higher ftnd more exalted aAna 
ration for his tfJeuts than ever. He is a great man. And 
I am prond of beia^ his friend." 

]Iig first iotentioD, npon being rejected, was to resign hil 
■eat, to which he conceired himself to be still entitled, 
ftnd abandon the contest But a sense of public duty 
ftud the entreaties of hia friends orerniled this purpose. 
He even consented to the toil of another canvasB, thoD^h 
TSTj mnch agungt bis will, as appears from the foUowing 
ktters I— • 

TO Bte TOITBsaBT BSOTHaa. 



Dkab GiOBsa:— 

Igot home three dajs alnee, after K most tedioDB and 
snniijing trip. I bad tn oome all the wbj to LnnaTiIle bj Mttga, 
the river being entirely oli>9ed with ice. My health, however, wm 
good; and I met with no aoddent, saving an otertDm, wliioh 
proved entirely harmless. 1 was right glad to get here, fur atj 
hualneeB has soffered ssdl; \>j my absence and inattention, since 
I was silly enongh to engage in politics. Indeed, bnt for my 
Mnse of dnty, I sbonld immediately withdraw. I feel bonnd, 
however, to permit the neeple to assert their rights tlirongh me. 
If they ohoone to do so. An elee^on is ordered on the fourtb 
Monday in April ; and I have very relnotantly allowed my name 
to be n»ed, with the distinct avowal, however, that I do not re- 
eogalze the election as ounetitncionni, bnt merely as an expre8Bl'>n 
of the opinion of tbe diizeni — and tiiat if I have a msijonty, I 
shall claim my seat agi^n, under tbe November election. I bsve 

as 1 get 
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friends here tre all well, and macb gratified at my dSbut io 
Oongresfl. 

March tt. 
I have nothing new to tell yon. Considerable excitement 
prevails in the river coanties npon the decision of tlie election 
case; but, generally speaking, the people will vote upon party- 
gronnds alone, and I am strongly inclined to believe that the 
State is administration. Did I feel disposed to canvass, I doobt 
not I coald again get a minority ; bnt as I don^t intend to do 
so, I shall not be surprised if tlie Vanites succeed. For my part, 
I am heartily sick of being alternately praised, abused and belied* 
I am as thoronghly cared of ambition as were the Spartan yontha 
of drankennes!^ by viewing the effect in others. I am annoyed 
to death by my friends, wlio urge me to go oat among the peo- 
ple, and who seem to use all tlie exertions I have made only as 
arguments for more. As 8iK>n as I get a little leisure, I will 
write you fully of my views and feelings upon this matter. At 
present, business of all starts, which has accumulated during the 
winter, distracts my attentiim, and hardly affords me time to 
write this letter. So good-bye, and don't turn politician. 

Your affectionate brother, 

SxABftnrr. 



TO BIS SISTEB ANVA. 

TnoiOM, March S6, 1889. 

Mt Deab, Sweet Sistbb:— 

I sat down a week ago, with my pen all nibbed (I 
^n*t know whether there is such a word) to write you a letter, 
when the puffing of a steamboat compelled me to forego the 
pleasant occupation, and travel forthwith to Natchez, in obedi- 
ence to the calls of business. I have Just returned from that 
place, and shall proceed at once to make both the apology 
and the reparation for the wrong I have done you. I had 
been at hon.e only two or three dava, and wai waiting to 
Axrnish you with the bent poliiieal information as to the state 
of things here (presuming that you have become a vir>lent poll- 



824 MEMOIR OF S. S. PRENTISS. 

tidan), when I was so suddenly called away. I did not kavt 
Washington City so soon by a week or ten days as I expected to 
do, and I had a tedious and most nnoomfortable trip home; 
all the way to Lonisville by stage, on account of the ioe^ 
which obstructed the Ohio. My health, however, was and still 
is admirable. Indeed, I believe I have a oonstitntion of steel; 
nothing seems to affect it I had detenuined, on my return, to 
have nothing to do with the election, and to resign the right to 
which, I conceive, I am still entitled, as the Representative of 
, the State, notwithstanding the outrageous act of the House of 
Bepresentatives. I found that the Governor had ordered a new 
election, and the people were determined to express, at tliat 
election, their opinions in relation to the action of Oongrees. 
Oontrary to my wifihes, I have been oompelled by the solldta- 
tions of my personal and political friends, to permit my name to 
be run, not for a re-election, but for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether the people will sustain the previous election, I have 
distinctly stated to them, that I consider myself still their Repre- 
sentative, and that if a minority of them sustain me at the April 
election, I will again go on and claim my seat under the old 
November certificate; but if I do not receive a minority of the 
votes, I wiH resign, because 1 scorn to vindicate the rights of 
those who have not independence enough to wish it done for 
them. Indeed, so disgusted have I become with politics and 
everything connected with them, that I shall feel rather pleased 
than otherwise at my defeat. So far as I have seen, however, 
everything indicates a favorable result I was received hero 
with the most unbounded enthusiasm; and also at Natoheai 
where I addressed one of the largest audiences ever convened in 
the State, among whom were some fifty ladies of the aristooraoy, 
who did your humble servant the honor to sit two hours in tha 
open, public square, listening to his political eloquence. I shall 
never be a candidate sgain ; and as soon as this matter is fairly 
finlBhed, shall so announce it, for I have the utmost disgust for 
politics and politicians as they now exist I shall have to visil| 
oontrary to my wishes, some of the interior counties of the Statai| 
and shidl start the last of this week. I shall be gone about threa 
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WMks. If I do not go on to WashiDgton Oity, I hlu^ coid« 
home in Jane. What a delightfal time we shall have thic snni* 
merl and how fondly and gladly shall I tarn from the noisy 
commendations of strangers, which have heen for two or three 
nii>nths dinning in my ears, to the warm, sweet and genoino 
affections of my mother and sisters I Indeed, I love yoa all, if 
possible, more than ever, and wish to retarn among yoa, like a 
bird to its nest. Let me hear from you very often, and espe- 
cially of your health, aboat which I am extremely anxioos. 

Toor affectionate brother, 

Skaboknt. 

It is to be regretted that no adequate record of Mr. 
Prentifls' yarioas electioneering campaigns through Missis- 
sippi has been preserved. Such a narrative, especially if 
accompanied by saitable pictorial embellishments, woald be 
highly amusing as well as instractive. Probably few men 
of his age ever performed such feats in stump-speaking. 
The mere physical exertions put forth in his first canvass 
alone, were enough to break down a constitution not made 
of iron. His second canvass, though shorter, was still more 
exciting and toilsome than the first ; coming, too, upon the 
heels of such exhausting labors at Washington, it is a 
wonder that he did not sink under it. But in those days 
his recuperative energies of body and mind were amazing. 
A single night of sleep sufficed to overcome the fatigues of 
a month ; instead of rising still weary and unrefreshed, 
he would come forth like the sun, and rejoice as a strong 
wum to run a race. Nothing seemed to obstruct the 
springs of life, or to check the joyous flow of his wit 
and fine animal spirits. And yet at this very time he 
was, no doubt, planting in his system the seeds of disease 
and an untimely death. Such prodigious over-exertion if 
sure to avenge itself sooner or later. 
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The following reminisceiic€^ of this secoud canyass, wil 
g^iye some notion of its stirring character : — 

* 

I heartily wish I C(»uld depict, in the exact colors of tnith, Mr. 
PvxNTifiS^ return fnnn Washington, and the storm of applause 
*f/hich everywhere met him. The citizens of Mississippi, it 
may well be supposed, had watched with no ordinary interest 
the progress of their Contested Election through the House 
of Representatives. At that time party feeling ran very high both 
at Washington and througliont the country. The conflict between 
Van Bureiiism and the patriotic Opposition, led on by Henry 
Clay and Daniel Webster, was becoming every day more close 
and deadly. The course, therefore, of a single Stated although 
sending but t^ro Representatives, was a matter of vital import- 
ance : it might turn the edge of battle. This circumstance will 
go far to explain how a case so clear as that of the Mississippi 
election, should yet have occupied the attention of the Hous« 
of Representatives for nearly three weekt*. The decision in 
October, declaring Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson entitled to 
their seats for the whole 25th Congress, had excited tha 
astonishment not only of the Wliigs but of not a few Demo- 
crats. The determination of those gentlemen to retain their 
seats after the November election, changed astonishment into 
strong indignation. It was liniked upon as open defiance of 
the popular will, and a gross indignity to the constitution, laws, 
and honor of the State.* But in addition to the principle in- 
volved, the gallant style in which the rights of Mississtippi had 
been vindicated by Mr. Pbentisb, and the loud plaudits In his 

• Th« moment, for •sample, IntelUgence reached Jackson that Meian. PrentlH 
and Word had been denied admittance, a large public meetlnf, without dUttnctlea 
of party, was held to oontlder the lul^ect. Qen. Foote, Mr. P.*s old antafont■^ 
vas appointed ohairman, and a lerlet of retolutioni were paased^of whieh this Is 
one ;•— 

^JUtohed, That the Toteof the People of the SUte of MUtinlppl In the tail 
November election, clearly indicate! that Meiirt TrentlMand Word are our legaUf 
elected RepreienutlTes ; and that any eflbrt on the part of Meetrt. CQalbome and 
&hi*lion to deprive them of their leaU, it at war with the wiihee of the peopto-* 
dirvetly oppoaed to th«ir interett»-Htn o| en violaUoo ?f popular righu, arid di 
||T« ftf the electlTe franchite*** 
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Honor, which were reverberaticg through the natiun, reacted 
With irresistible force upon public sentiment at home. When 
the opinion of his old friends was endorsed and re-affirmed by 
such orators and statesmen as Clay, Webster, White, and Grit- 
tenden, it seemed to redouble their own estimate of him, while 
it for ever put to blash the foolish charge of his adversaries, that 
he was but a mere declaimer, a man of show and not of sub- 
stance. It were hard to say whether the feeling with which he 
was hailed on reaching Mississippi, had in it more of pride, adrni- 
ration, or personal regard ; it was full of all three. 

His first address to the people was at Vicksburg — at a meet- 
ing of both parties, and presided over by the Hon. Wm. L. Bbar- 
koy, Chief Justice of the State. He next visited Natchez, and 
made an address, which is remembere<l to this day for its noble 
sentiments and the manly dignity, force and beauty of style with 
which they were uttered. 

The speech was noticed at the time by Mr. Black, the 
excellent gentleman who then edited the Natchiz Courier: — 

Our city yesterday witnessed the greatest assemblage prob- 
ably ever convened in this State. Long before the appointed 
hour the spacious Hall of the Court-House was crowded with 
anxious expectants. The ladies of the city and county accepted 
the proffered invitation, and were there to grace the assemblage 
with their presence, and with their approving smiles to cheer 
the orator onward in his glorious career. Before the time of 
meeting arrived it was found that the Hall would not acoommo- 
date the vast concourse of people that was assembling. Ao> 
cordingly, the committee of arrangement, with commendable 
alacrity, prepared accommodations for the audience in the Pub* 
lie Square, in the rear of the Court-House. Seats were arranged 
for the ladiee on the right and left of the speaker^ stand. Out 
population, even from the m(»st distant parts of the county, 
seemed to have turned out en fi'4use^ without regard to party or 
profession. We noticed in the throng the hoary-headed veteran, 
the clergy, and those who seldom or never mingle in the noise and 
ftamnlt of party-strife. The high expectations of all wore more 
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than AiUy realized. For nearly twp honrs did the orator exdto 
the fixed attention of his anditorj. Description is inadequate to 
give a proper idea of his powers and of the sway he ezeroisec 
over the minds of his hearers. 

Brief pencil notes of Mr. P.'s address were taken by a 
yoang gentleman, while standing in the crowd ; and though 
only a rude oatline, they yet afford an inkling of its charac- 
ter. A few sentences deserye to be quoted : — 

FiLLOw Oitisbnb: — A great king of France one remarked, 
after a defeat in battle, *^all is lost save honor." Such may 
well be the exclamation of the people uf Mississippi at the 
present crisis — ^all is lobt says honob. 

Not many months since, yoa are all aware, an election took 
phioe in this State, fur Representatives in the Congress of the 
United Stctes, and I, as one of the candidates fur that high 
mission, addressed you on the great political questions agitating 
the country. 

I now appear before you in another view and on other 
grounds. I do not ask the support, or vote, of any of my fellow 
eitixena of this State, either on account of their personal friend- 
ship for me, or because they belong to the same political party, 
with whose views I have generally coincided. I come before 
you as the advocate of a high constitutional principle— a princi- 
ple before which all the little political quarrels of the day sink 
into utter insignificance, the great principle of representation. 

I believe I am one of the Bepreaentatives to Congress from 
Mississippi — a Representative not merely of my political fdeoda, 
but of every man, woman and child in tlie State ; for the bum« 
ber, who did not vote for me at the polls were, after my ele<y 
tion, equally bound with the larger number, who did vote for 
me, to support the laws and constitution of the State, and to 
defend their right of representation. 

However some of you may differ with me on certain qne» 
tiona, I trust, fellow-oitixens, you all will give n«e oredit for 
•andor in my political course. I am anxious that Lone atiooid 
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M In error regarding my views. I wish to leave no room foi 
misapprehenrion, or misrepresentation; and to such an extent 
do I oarry this desire, that I would not receive a single vote 
whioh I believed to be given from a mistaken idea of my priii- 
oiples. 

This is neither the time nor the place for discussing party 
questions, nor am I before yon for that purpose. Bet as it has 
been said that I am anxious to assume new grounds in view of 
the April election, I will refer you to the unreserved expres^sion 
of my opinions as I addressed them to you before the November 
election, and remark that they are unchanged, unmitigated in 
every respect. If any difference exists, it is that I am still 
firmer in my devotion to them. 

I return to you, a messenger wlio has not been able to execute 
his trust. If yon had sent in November, as Representatives to 
Congress, two good ^^ DemocraU^''^ as they are called, not the 
slightest breath from that House would have impeded their 
admission. But you dared to send men of your own independ 
ent choice, without consulting the presiding powers at the 
Capitol, and on that account are defrauded of the treasure of all 
others, most dear to an American citiaeen. 

That is the real cause why my colleague and myself failed in 
our errand. The proud posititm which we held as the defenders 
of your constitutional rights, impelled us to the performance of 
our task with unbounded zeal ; if there was any deficiency in 
maintaining those rights, want of ability, not of perseverance, waa 
the cause. I, for my part, have done all I could do to urge 
the sanctity of your claims. It is for you now to act and send 
me to act for you. The contest is yours, not mine. I have no 
I>er8(>nal interest in it. The preservation of your rights invio- 
late, and the support of your constitution and laws give me a 
stand elevated far above any private, selfish motive. For them 
I would shed the last drop of my blood. I only regret that 
when the attempt was made to fasten dishonor to your name^ 
the Senators who represented yon in the other wing of tha 
Capitol, did not at once show their indignation at tha m^ 
and return boma also. 
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Bat it was said at Washington, that if a new election were Ic 
be hell], Messrs. Gholson and Olaiborne wunld receive cmi^Joritj 
of 5,000 votes. This I found to be the opinion which one of your 
Senators entertained and had oircnlated. It may be his opinion, 
but this is surely a carious way to decide a great oon»tituticna* 
question ; and yet strange as it may appear, it was not without 
its influence. Rely upon it, chains have been forged for you at 
Wa*(hington Oity, and it is expected you will put them on. Mi*- 
sissippi is still free, but she is called on to do the work of her 
own degradation. Will her proud spirit brook it 9 

I deny that the coming election U valid, — it cannot be under 
your Oonstitution ; and although a sense of honor forbids me to 
resign, I solemnly declare to you that if I am Pent back, I will 
consent to be sworn only under the November certificate. I will 
not take my seat under any other election than that which ia 
held in accordance with your Constitution and laws. 

Your sacred rights can be preserved inviolate, under no other 
election tlian that of November. If it be not your wish to main- 
tain the sanctity of those riffhts and give renewed evidence of 
the high importance with which you deem them invested, tlieu 
will I assuredly retire. Again;»t the expressed will of the map 
Jority never will I urge my claims. If there be any among yon 
willing tamely to submit to this humiliating deprivatioQ of your 
Elective Franchise, or who think my colleague and myself were 
not constitutionally elected In November, I do not aak their 
rotes. 

I reiterate, then, let every one that believes that Messrs. Olai* 
borne and Gholson were constitutionally elected to the 86th 
Congress in July last, sustain them now. Bnt if you, on the 
oontrary, believe that in November last Mr. Word and myself 
were constitutionally elected the Representatives of the State— 
the whole State and not of a party, you cannot now consistently 
refrain fh>m sustaining us. If the People once elect an 
officer, all party considerations should be instantly lost sight at, 
and it becomes the duty of every oitiien to acknowledge and 
defend him as such. It matters not whether that officer be aa 
/Ldminiitration man, Whig, National Bank, State Bank, or 8qV 
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TVeiforj advocate, all are alike bound to maintnin Ms rights. 
TlioDgh oar State Governor may be hostile to our political views, 
yet should some foreign power attempt to wrest from him thoM 
rights which pertain to his office, how 80f>n wonld all partiei 
rally to his rescue. I did not vote for him, but it is sufficient for 
me t4> know that the |)optilar voice has mafle him our Gk)vernor. 

In this contest, I repeat it, I have no personal interest more 
than any other citizen. Did I not believe tliat the people them* 
selves would sustain me in the high and arduous contest for theii 
rights and privileges, in which a sense of duty to them and theit 
honor alone prompts me to continue, I would at once have re- 
signed ; for so far hitherto as I have trodden the political path, 
1 assure «jou ez[>erience has left me no desire to continue therein. 
My green ambition is fully satisfied ; a political life has no allure- 
ments for me. 

I always underntood that constitutions were intended to guard 
against majorities, and restrain lawless acts, as embankments and 
levees are erected to prevent overflows of rising streams. Oon- 
Btitutional principles alone can I look to. If the people did not 
think I was constitutionally elected in November, well — so let it 
be. But let us not submit to have our Oonstitution trampled 
under foot. This is the first instance in our history of legislative 
tyranny, and if we bow our knees to it, we only pave the way 
Ibr a second violation. 

I fear, fellow citizens, the fundamental principles of our 
Constitution are fast passing away. That Oonntitntion is like 
the splendid edifices of some noble city, which looks as if it 
would bid defiance to the ravages of time, but there are cat-a- 
corn bs beneath it which are gradually undermining its strength 
and may scon engulph it in their caverns. Do we not every day 
Fee men lured away from some great principle to support a little 
party vote? Will you submit to have your representation 
played shuttlecock with, and bow to the errors of that arbi- 
trary monarch — the House of Representatives? 

The grand principles of our Oonstitution appear to us exalted 
beyond all oontingenciee — all innovations; but in this we «lo 
not repose on a wholesome seonrity. The first instance in whieb 
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we are called apon to assert the inviolability of these principle^ 
will prove to us the extent of secret plotting which has beeti working 
their decay. We shall find ourselves in the situation of a well- 
trained band of soldiers, who, supposing themselves beyond the 
reach of danger, are attacked by midnight maranders, and throwr. 
Into sadi oonfbsion that they lose the benefit of their disci- 
pline, and fall a ready prey to de^trnction. 

The sacred right of representation is the most valuable wa 
possess. If robbed of it nothing can compensate us. Tou may 
gatlier all the principles which enter into the Oonstitutioii 
of oar Government — make a dostering wreath of them, and 
what would the whole be worth compared to the conntleea 
blessings of representation ? 

Reflect well on yonr position. No government has a rigtii to 
surrender vital principles, and in tliis respect individuals and 
governments resemble each other. These principleii are oura 
in trust, not to exchange and barter at our will: if they were 
intended merely fur the prej«ent generation, then, indeed, we 
might surrender them witli less dishonor ; but they are sacred 
rights, vested in as many generations as we can imagine, and 
which we ought not to surrender even at the point of tlie bayo* 
net. The framers of tlie great Oonstitution looked down the 
stream of Time and saw a thousand generations sitting upon its 
banks, all waiting for the rich legacy to be wafted to them, to 
ase, bnt not abuse it, and then waft it on to others. 

When looking into futurity, fellow-citizens, I contemplate 
the rising and rapidly developing glories of MiRsissippi, and 
behold the proud destiny opening before her, she seems like a rich 
bride reclining on the arms of the mi^estic Father of Waters; 
and amongst her sister States the most beautifhl of them all. 

But her honor is at stake! If a young man commit some 
dishonorable action and tarnish his fiiir fame, no future years of 
amendment, however well spent, can efface the stain : as time 
rolls onward it may become dimmer and dimmer, but the finger 
of envy or the tongue of scandal will never )ierm!t it to be lost 
In oblivion. This State is now in the position of the yonrg man. 
Let her look calm.y on, and see her dearest rights torn from her. 
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Witbont d murranr or a blow stniok for her doliveranoe — let 
her slayishly submit to her oppressor'^ mandate, and an indelible 
■tain will remain upon her to the latest generations. Let not 
{larty spirit recklessly aflix this stigma upon her eeontoheon, bnt 
let ns a U in the united and invincible strength of freemen, rally 
to the support of the Oonstitution. 

I deprecate all excitement not belonging to the true qaet^tiob 
before the people. But I regret to see that one of the late mem- 
bers lias not the same feelings. Having given up all other sub- 
jects, he has taken to Abolitionism, and seems to wish this great 
constitutional question decided as Abolition or no Abolition. 
It is true he does not charge upon me, or any other individual, 
Abolition doctrines ; but what is the fair inference to be drawn 
from tills parade of his anti-Abolition principles, in a question 
where there ia not the shadow of an excuse for introducing 
them. I deprecate, with the utmost regret, this attempt to throw 
firebrands around us. 

And, now, in conclusion, I thank the fair portion of my 
hearers for the attention they have paid to the diitcussion of the 
important principles brought forward in this address. Upon the 
maintenance of these principles, so dearly prized by every lover 
of our civil institutions, their happiness and interests depend. 
Tes, I appeal to them also, and am confident they would see 
those most dear to them — ^their hu:$bands, sons, brothers, and 
their sweethearta— exposed to all the hazards of war, rather than 
that through inertnera or want of the spirit of patriotism, they 
should shrink from a fearless and manful support of the Oonsti- 
tution. 

We DOW return to the reminisoences : 

In the spirit of his speech at Natchez, Mr. PBDmas conducted 
the canvass throughout. One of his opponents made no 
speeches, bnt flitting through the State wb nlentio^ spent his 
time very diligently in writing letturs, issuing defences of hli 
course, and trying to persuade the people of Misnssippi that 
Ifr. Olay was in close alliance with tlie Northern Abolitionists 
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Gen. Jamefl Davis (who took the p!ace of Mr. Gholsnn, tht 

latter having declined running), canvassed the State, bat, aiVet 
one or two enconnters with Mr. Pbsntus, chose a different ront# 
from his antagonist. Mr. P. also broke a lanee with other 
generals, and redoubtable leaders of the Administration party, 
while traversing the State — and were it worth the while, a 
whole chapter might be filled with amasing scenes of mir^hap- 
and overthrow which befell them. No man was rash enough 
to enter the lists against him in this contest without being 
smitten to the earth. Some gentlemen, since noted in public 
life, conld readily bear witness to this fact in their own persons ; 
and many are the citizens of Oopiah and other counties, who 
could attest it as delighted spectators of the affray.* 

There is no end to the anecdotes illustrative of the power of 
his oratory. On one occasion, while he was speaking in his 
most fsf^cinating manner, an old Democrat present became so 
charmed and excited, that, at the conclusion of the address, he 
walked towards him, and ripping his coat open behind, as he 
did so, cried out: *^ Well they may call me a turn-coat, if they 
choose; but I won't be that — I shall just hack out of my coat, 
and vote for S. S. Prentiss and T. J. Word." 

Numerous devices were resorted to by his opponents (such as 
the cry of Abolitionism against Mr. Olay), in order to divert the 
attention of the people from the real point at issue ; but it was 
all in vain. All in vain, too, were the affectionate messages 
from Washington, entreating the faithful Democracy not tti 
allow Messrs. Prentiss and Word to be returned. After a can« 
vass of unparalleled energy on the part of the Administration 
brces, they were triumphantly sustained. I say ^Uriumph- 

• In a latter dated VlelMbarf , April 18, 1888, the fHrad slr«*4r rttarred to, wrttM i 
*Tottr brother left here the lut dmj of April, with the lot^nUon of trairerelnf the 
iriddle, eMtem, and northern portions of the State. He li te-day In Pontotoe. t 
lieard ttom him In Copiah, a itrong Van Buren county, where the people were 
Mtnally co preod of him and the stand he had teken, that after he had finished hit 
■peeoh, and they tad thundered their applaose, they bore him .aloft In the crowd 
en their shoulders to his hotel, shonUnf all the while— /AtrroA Ji r PrmtMm i 
IV enHe s Jbr t^er ! Wherever he goes, shouts • f applause, puMle dinnera, the 
gratalatkms and admlratlnn of fHends and foee nark his progrew. His nlstlJDa 
li looked upon here as oertaln.'*~to. 
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antlf ;'* for althongh Mr. Pbentiss himself was rather mortified 
•t the result, it was indeed, under the drcnmstances, a gennine 
Tiotory of patriotism and the OoLstitotion over mere party 
Interests and selfif«h demagogism. 

A few specimens of the returns of this election as comparec* 
with those of July and November, 1887, will perhaps interest 
you. Mr. Claiborne was the highest candidate on the other 
side. 

The aggregate vote was less than in November: but at that 
time, it should be remembered, the biennial State elections, as 
well as that for members of Congress, were held. At a special 
election, it is always extremely difficult to call out a large class 
of the people ; so that in truth, the vote in April was a stronger 
expression of the popular sentiment than that of November. 
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These figures indicate better than any words oonld do, the 
effect of Mr. Pkxntiss^ speeches and personal popularity upon 
the canvass.* 



* This period may be considered the golden prime of the genlos of Pnnmn H* 
the whole State for his audience, the honor of the State for his suhlcct. He 
came well armed and well equipped for the warlkre. Not content with challenging 
hit oomf-etltors to the field, he threw down the gauntlet to all comers. Partj, o' 
amMtioc, or some other motire, constrained sereral genUemcn — ^fkmoos before^ 
ooCorious afterwards— to meet him. In trery instance of such temerity, the oppoiei 
WAS made to bite the du«t. 

The ladies surrounded the roetrum with their carriages, and added 1^ theli 
beauty, interest to the scene. There was no element of oratory that his genius dW 
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Tt woald be unjust not f) fiay, in this connection, that hit 
oolleague, Mr. Word, who was a gentleman of excellent charao- 
ter and abilities, oootributed not a little to the sncceseful issue. 

The utmost delight was felt at the result of this election, not 
only in Mississippi, but throughout the Union. No cAse of the 
kind had ever excited such universal attentiim. The progress 
of the canvass wan watched with especial interest at Wasliing- 
ton; Mr. Pi<EMTi88Ni|)pearance there having attracted to him 
the warm affection of not a few, and the admiration of all the 
members of his party. His defeat would have been a periMmal 
disappointment to almost every Whig in the country, and not 
least to such men as Clay, Crittenden, Preston, Southard, and 
the venerable Judge White, who were among his warmest 
admirers. 

The enthusiasm of his friends in Mississippi w&s unbounde<l. 
Their hearts had become so enlisted in the contest, that some of 
them were quite boj^ide themselves with joy ; they almost saw 
the advent of a Whig millennium in the triumph of their fMV«*r- 
ite candidate. But, alas I it was not long before the delusion 
vanished. Something very different from a Whig millenium, or 
9ven decennium, awaited the politics of Mississippi 1 



Dot supply. It wai pUIn to see wheDce hit boyhood had drawn Ita roroanUo 
inspiration. His imagination was colored and Imbued with the light of the aha- 
dowj past, and was ricliljr stored with the unreal but Ufe41ke creations, which \hm 
genius of Shalcspeare and Scott had eTolced from the ideal world. He had lin> 
f ered, apell*bounit, among the scenes of medissval chivalry, liis spirit had dwelt, 
until almost naturaliied, in the mysUo dream-land they peopled — among paladins, 
and crusaders, and Icniglits-templars ; with Monmouth and Percy— with Bols-Quil- 
bert and Ivanhoe, and the bold McGregor — with the oarallers of Rupert, and th« 
Iron enthusiasts of Vairfaz. The fluency of his speech was unbrdcen — ^no syllable 
lupronottnced — not a ripple on the smooth and brilliant tide. Probably he nevtv 
hesitated for a word in his life. His diction adapted itself, withoat eflbrt, to the 
thought ; now easy and familiar, now stately and dignified, now l«autlftal and 
rariotts as the hues of the rainbow, again compact, even rugged in sinewy strengths 
•r lofty and grand In eloquent declamation. 

With such abilities, and surrounded by such circumstances, he progretied '.a 
the canvass, making himself the equal favorite of all classes. It was less a 
oanvass than an ovation. Old Democrats were seen, with tears running dows 
Ihelr eheeks, laughing hysterically; and some who, ever since the formatloa 
»f parties, had voted the Democratic ticket, fr« n coroner up to governor, threw i| 
fteir haU and shouted for hSm^^Vntied Statu La%o Maf^mtm^ Jfay, \WL 
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It woald require the pencil of a Wilkie. and the pen 
of a Dickens/ to do justice to the comical scenes, which 
relieved the weariness and mental toils of this canvass/ 
The hero of the campaign himself thns described two or 
three in responding to a toast at the New England dinner 
in New Orleans, after his removal to that city. 

Mb. Prentiss replied in his happiest style. In the course of 
his speech he told two of his electioneering reminiaceiioes, 
which ^^set the table in a roar." He said that some dnzen 
years ago he went to Washington, thinking he was a member 
of Oongre^s, bat he fonnd his mistake and came home as 
fast as possible to get right. He sent printed bills, con- 
taining his appointments, several weeks ahead of him. Now 
there was a caravan jast at tliis time perambulating the State, 
and the proprietor availed himself of the gathering collected by 
Mr. P.^s notices. — This, by the way, said Mr. P., was quite in the 
ordinary course of things, as an observer of political exdtements 
must have remarked, that a caravan of sonie kind or other 
usually follows in their wake. 

The first time Mr. P. '^saw the elephant^ was in county, 

in the northern part of the State, near the Alabama line. It is 
one of the most beautiful counties in Mississippi, its population 
chiefly from South Oarolina, and though they had voted against 
him at the previous election, he hoped their State rights notions 
would bring them into his support at this contest, when he did 
not run so much the candidate of a party as the representative 
of the State, whose dignity and sovereignty had been outraged 
in his person. At the appointed hour he found over three hun- 
dred ladies and gentlemen assembled to hear him. He was in 
**high feather'* and began to speak with more than usual energy. 
The audience listened with marked attention, and he felt sure of 
bagging? his game. When he had spoken about an hour he o\> 
served some of the outsiders looking over their shoulders, and 
this movement was gradually followed by more of his audienoo, 
be began to think he was growing dull, and endeavofed to 

15 
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ronse himself ap to more animation ; bnt it was all in vain. H« 
at length looked in the popular directicui, and there, to his horror, 
Jast coming over the hill, was the elephant, dressed in his soar^ 
let trappings and oriental splendor, vvitii a hondah on his back, 
occupied by the musicians, and in the rear came a long line 
of wagons and cages. A foolish feeling of vanity, not to be 
ontdone by the elephant, came over him, and he continued to 
talk, appealing to the people in the name of the State, their 
patriotism, &c., <bc.. bnt all in vain. A few well mannered per- 
sons remained, but evidently they were retained only by tlieir 
politeness. 

He found it was of no nse. So he Miid : ^* Well, ladies and gen- 
tlemen, I am beaten ; bnt I have the consolation of knowing that 
it is not by my competitor. I will not knock under to any two- 
legged beast, but I yield to the elephant.^* To be sure, lie was 
At first provoked by the preference shown to the beaat above 
himself, but on reflection he was inclined to think the people 
were right. A Bengal tiger or an Indian elephant was an ani- 
mal to be seen once in a lifetime, bnt politicians they could see 
every day.* 

He said, however, he had his revenge a few days after. Ha 
found that he must come to 64)me understanding with the cara- 
van. So he agreed with the proprietor that at Holly Springs he 
would address the people under the great awning for one hour, 
and then he would give way to the monkey and the clown. He 
hoped this would not be charged on him as ^^ bargain and cor- 
ruption.'* At any rate, it was hitnestly carried ont by boUi par- 
ties. Between himself and the caravan, a large assemblage waa 

* Bat alM ! for the dajrt that w« hare Men, when '* ther§ v>er€ giamU im flU 
«0K4,** when Pbhitim could take a whole eararan, elephant and all, after hfaat 
Vow half a doaen oandidatei ean only icare up a single monkey. 

About that elephant, by the way, there li one anecdote which we l»anl mbetav- 
^ally from one of the parties, bat hare never seen it In print. P.*s friends 
A. M., rMented the tnterfbrenoe on the part of the elephant, rery hifhly, and 
Dflkred to be the bearer of m letter to him. " I wouldnH notice him, Andy,*' waa 
PMsrriM* reply, '* he*s no fentleman ; don*t you see he carrier Mi ovm inrn t ,*" 
It Is well known that a compromise was afterwards effcoted acivirdlnK to whUk 
Ih^dlridpd the time and the parlllon; Pnmrai uking the lion's share. Tk4 
pMirU JTew. Okolona, Miss., Oct SO, ISM. 
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gftthered nndor the immense awning. One of the cages was 
converted into a rostrum. He heard a low sonnd which resem- 
bled a growl, and learned that the hyena whs his nearest listener. 
There were large anger holes in the top of the box, for th« 
admission of air. He commenced speaking, and when ha 
reached the blood and thunder portion of his speech, he ran his 
cane into the cage and called forth a most horrible yell from the 
enrsged animal, at the same time gesticniating violently with 
the other band. ^Why, fellow citizens,^' he would exclaim, 
" the very wild bessts are shocked at the political badness and 
corruption of the times I See how this worthy fellow Just below 
me is scandalized! Hear his yell of patriotic shame and 
indignation!** The eflfect was electric; he called down the 
house in a perfect tempest of enthusiasm. From this time he 
had it all his own way. He hurled his anathemas at his foes, 
and enforced them by the yells of his neighbor. The hyena was 
good for a hundred votes, and he thus converted a mischief into 
a profit. 

In a letter to bis sister Abby, he thns annoaDces his 
retam to Yieksborg : — 

TionBVM, Mof S, 188S 

Mt Dxab Sibtbb: — 

I returned day before yesterday from my election- 
eering tour, after an absence of nearly five weeks. Among the 
Inxuries which awaited my arrival, were letters from yourself 
and Anna, for wliich I thank you both heartily; and in return 
will give you some little account of myself. First of all, I sup- 
pose you have become such politicians, that you will be anxious 
to learn the result of the election. Well, then, to set your minds 
easy on that score, I have no doubt of my election and very lit- 
tle of Mr. Word's ; nearly all the State has been heard from, and 
the remaining portion cannot change the result. A most des- 
perate effort has been made by the Van Buren party to beat me, 
but without success. My minority, however, will not be large, 
ab4>uc 1600, though I am foremost. Had I not gone out among 
the people, and exerted myself, I should have been beaten. I shatf 
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•tart tor Washington Oity in alxmt ten days or two weekd, ftnd 
expect to get there hefore they adjourn. In a few days after the 
acyonrnment, I shall be with you ; and a inoftt delightful ohmnge 
it will be, after the bustle of ()olitios and business in which I 
have, for the last six month], been so deeply immersed. I had • 
somewhat laborious, but otherwise pleasant trip through the 
State . enjoyed excellent health, and was received with great 
enthusiasm by my political friends. However, I am heartily 
tired of the dear people, and shall leave them hereafter to man- 
age their own affairs. Who do you think is sitting by me, read- 
ing your letter? It is S.; he popped in very unexpectedly to- 
day. He has been to New Orleann and is on his return. HIa 
health is good, and I rather think he will be with you soon after 
this letter. I shall write you immediately after my arrival at 
Washington City, and shall expect to hear from you often while 
there. Tell Anna she must not allow the doctor to prohibit her 
writing letters to me, and you must take good care of yoor 
health too, or it will spoil all our pleasure this summer. Good bye. 

Your affeotiouate brother. 

In a letter, dated Yicksbarg, May 17, 1838, a legal 
friend, now a leading member of the Mississippi bar, 
writes : — 

Tour brother takes his departure for Washington in a few 
hoars, and I cannot let him leave without conveying to yon th« 
Joy which I, in common with nearly every one around ma, 
feel at his re-election. But I have not time to dwell a moment 
upon it. He will see yon himself soon, and can tell you mora 
ic an hour than I could write yon in a week. There is one 
matter, however, about which he cannot and will not speak 
as freely as I both can and will — and that is, an address which 
de delivered last night It was to a Jury, upon the destmo* 
tion of the cotton-shed, built by the Railnmd Bank on thf 
Common— on that portion of it sold by him to the Bank. He 
ipoke two hours ; and I never in all my life conceived of sQf A 
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m speech — so bitter, so sarcastio, so caastio. For the world I 
woald not havo been a member of the c4>rporation. I never 
leit so little and numbled in my own e:«timation. I ahnost de- 
termined never to open my month in the presence of the saiu» 
persons again. Oh, w^nld that yon conld have heard it I Holt 
spoke in the same cause ; bnt his speech was the report of a single 
cannon, while yonr brother^s was the roar of a thousand. Indeed, 
I do not exaggerate. Friends and foes agree that it is the best 
s|>eecli tliey ever heard from him, or any one else, at the bar of 
Justice. The Jury are still considering the matter. They will, 
doubtless, bring in the full amount of damages claimed. 

The morning after reaching Washington, he presented 
aimself in the House of Representatives to be sworn in. As 
Mr. Polk descended from the Speaker's desk to administer 
the Qsaal oath, Mr. Prentiss remarked that, before taking it, 
" candor compelled him to inform the House, on behalf of 
himself and colleague, that they did not claim their seats by 
virtne of the recent election in Mississippi, bat by virtue of 
the election in November last ; that they looked npon the 
recent election as unconstitutional and wholly invalid." He 
further said that " his colleague and himself could not con- 
scientiously take the oath under any other election than 
that of November, and that npon their consciences they 
should take their oaths and seats, if they took them at all, 
by virtue of that election alone. A high sense of duty both 
to himself and the House, called upon him for this avowal, 
that if any wished to make objection, they might have the 
opportunity for so doing." 

While he was making these remarks, Mr. Polk resumed 
his seat ; at their close, no objection being offered by any 
member of the House, he returned to the clerk's table, and 
handing the Bible to Mr. Prentiss and his colleague to kiss, 
forthwith swore tliem in. Yet the House had solemnly 
decided, only a few weeks before, that the November eleo 
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tion was invalid, and, on the ground of that inTalidity, had 
refused to acknowledge the identical certificates, under 
which Messrs. Prentiss and Word now obtained their seats!* 
The following letter shows that he did not place a Teiy 
extravagant estimate upon his hard-won honors : — 

TO HIS 8I8TBB ANNA. 

Wabhixotom Citt, i/imm S, 1888. 

Mt Dear Sister: — 

Here I am at last, a member of Congrera, and no 
man, I imagine, ever labored aa hard for the poor privilege of 
having M. 0. at one end of his name, and Hon. at the other. 
The bauble Keems soarcely worth the wearing, notwitlistonding 
I fought 80 fiercely for it. I arrived here some three days sinoe ; 
and as yoa have already learned, fell in with 6. on the way. 
He immediately turned in to writing letters so fast, that it took 
most of my leisure to frank them, which is the reason I have 
not paid my respects to you sooner. I was very glad to see G., 
and hear fh>m you all, and was somewhat disappointed at not 
finding letters from you awaiting my arrival, as I presumed you 
had heard of my election many days ago. I suppose ti, is 
with you by this time, and I hope to be there soon myself. 
Congress will probably adjourn sometime between the first and 
middle of July. I care not how early, for I am already tired 
of the place. Dullness seems to be its presiding deity, and 
to hold special sway over the deliberations of the honorable 
body to which I belong. I trust >ou and Abby will both be 
well when I get home, for I anticipate some famous times with 
yon. In making your plana, don*t forget a trip to the White 
Hills. I shall expect to hear (torn you all very often, and shall 
not fail to be a frequent correspondent myseif^ though if you aia 
much of a politician, you will doubtless be disappviinted, as I 
take very little interest in that subject. However, as I becoint 



* TlM «trtlfteate of Got. MoNati It amoog Mr. P.*ft papers, with the fonowlna 
•Bd>rMm«Dt: ** Oredenilftlt ft>r CongreM, ander AprU eleoUon, 18SS (oot taken on, 
or UMd at all). I reAised t« acknowledge the vallditj of thie election, and did noi 
proMDt the credentlala, but olalmed under the old election of November, 18IT - 

■.a.?.** 
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nore ioYolvcd in my new mode of life, I may like it bettwr 
Good bye. 

Ever yoar affectionate brother, 

SSAKOXNT. 

The following incident, mentioned in a letter from Mr 
Word, is too characteristic to be omitted : 

There is one matter, to which I deem it of importance to call 
yoar attention. Being Mr. Pbxntzss' Junior, and quite noknown 
till associated with him, he had great iDflnence over me; he 
always avoided exercising it, however, as much as possible. 
When we returned t^ Washington Oity, the pay was due us foi 
per diern^ and our mileage for two tripn ; for we had both deter« 
mined to receive nothing in case the People of Mississippi con- 
firmed the vote of tlie House rejecting ns. We acted on the 
ground that if we had no right to our seats, we were not entitled 
to pay for going on and contesting them. Soon after we reached 
Washington, in May, 1888, Mr. Pbbnuss suggested to me to draw 
my pay ; I did so, and received what th^ law allowed me ; to 
wit — mileage for both trips, about $1600 each, and per diem for 
the time we had been in attendance upon Congress, contesting 
our seats. Shortly after this, he informed me that he should 
not take the second mileage— that we had been unjustly deprived 
of our rights and compelled to return home, when we ought to 
have been performing the duties committed to ns by our con* 
stitnents. He had refrained, he said, from communicating to me 
liis intention, lest I should think it more in accordance witli 
propriety to adopt the same course, and that he had sufrgested 
to me to draw my pay, at the time he did, in order that I might 
net without reference to him. 

It has been stated to me, that when he drew his pay, ho 
charged for the first mileage, and per diem for the wiiole time 
after he first presented his credentials to the House, and that 
this was the sum he actually received. This would be la^s by 
some $750 or $800, than the two rni.eage$a, and per diem during 
the time we were actually there. He told me himself, that he 
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settled his Aooount in that waj. But it has also been stated It 
me, that, by some strange mistake of the Clerk of the Hooaak 
Mr. Prbntub is charged the larger sum, whilst I am charged th« 
smaller, and that a balance appears on the books to my credit 
and none to his. Thi.<s if true (and I have no reason to doubt it 
is so), ought to be adjusted. His honored name and his high 
Bon^)e of justice ought not to be thus left. Muke the pro|ier 
inquiries, and I stand ready to have tlie funds passed to his 
credit, or to draw them for his family, to whom they most 
justly belong.* 

After his return, he took little part in the business or 
debates of the Hoase. His principal speech was upon the 
Sab-Treasury Bill. This bill, embodying the financial 
policy of the Administration, was opposed by the Whigs 
and Conservatives as a measure fraught with almost every 
kind and degree of political evil. It is hard at this late 
day, to credit the amount of party and even personal feel- 
ing, engendered by this scheme. Hostility to it was long a 
favorite war-cry of the Whigs. It was the great matter 
of discussion during this session of the 25th Congress. 

" Never," said Mr. Prentiss, in a speech delivered by him 
in New York a few weeks after the adjournment, " never 
was there fought a political battle worthier of lasting fame 
for the immense display of talent which it summoned into 
action. The Administration, with its forces well-drilled in 
all the strategy and manoeuvres of partisan warfare, came 
on in solid phalanx, confident of success. Day after day 
did the contest rage in the Senatorial wing of the Capitol. 
There the great men of the nation were arrayed against 
each other. It was, indeed, a battle of the giants. There 
was Daniel of the North, with his huge battle-axe, which 
none but himself could wield, and which none could resist. 

• Mr. Word wu mUinfonDed on the lut point. Tb« lAlMut, M ilated ftk«v% 
w%t found on ttic Olerk*i booU ««dlted to Mr. P. ^to. 
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He Birack the AdmmUtratioa to the knee, and then, like 
Aatan, it 



* Flnt kDsw pain. 
And writhM It to and fro oonTolT*d.* 

Again it arose and again was smitten down by the 8aQ.c 
strong arm. There, too, in the thickest of the figtt, might 
yon see Harry of the West, with his donble-edged sword, 
like that of Richard Coeur de Lion, hewing down all 
before him. There, too, against him, was the Saladin of 
the South, with turbaned head, and the keen-pointed scimi- 
tar of logic in his hand ; he had lately joined the Moslem 
ranks, carrying with him the skill and science of a Christian 
general. His weapon cut through obstacles, which could 
not be harmed by the ponderous axe and sword of his 
adversaries. 

After long and fierce encounters, the lance of the Admin- 
istration was wrested from them and they were driTen in 
dishonor from the Capitol." 

The following letters show how completely the journey 
ings, toil and excitement of the past nine months had worn 
him out. 

TO HIB 8I8TXB ABBT. 

BvBHnTAHTB Hall, Jmts 14, 1888. 

Dkab Sistbb: — 

I have been bo busy since I arrived here, that I 
have hardly had time to write at all. I will not, however, allow 
this excuse to operate any longer. I have nothing either new 
or interesting to tell you. The weather has been, and still is, 
oppressively warm, and legislation stupidly dull. I am already 
thoroughly tired of the place. I made a short speech the other 
day on the pre-emption bill, as it is called, which, perhaps, I 
may write out for publication. In the course of next week, the 
great measure of the Administration, the Sab-Treasury scheme, 
will probably come up for discussion ; when it comep up, it if 

15* 
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expected that I shall make a speech a^inst it, and 1 shall, Is 
all probability, do so. I hope for an early adjonmment, but 
fear the sitting will continue nntil the middle of Jaly. I am 
extremely anxious to be with yon. I shall enjoy mynelf very 
much, I know, this summer. I have been so much engaged 
since last fall, and have labored so hard, both physically and 
mentally, that a little rest will be a luxury to me of itself; how 
much more so when enjoyed at home with those I love so 
well. Tou must all be sure and be well, this summer, for I 
shall want to make some excursions into the country with 
you. Don't fail to write me often wliile I am here. I am 
called away and can barely say, my love to you all. 

Your affectionate brother^ 

Skaboxnt. 



TO HIS SISTBB ANNA. 

Horn ov RvuniTATiTM, ywiM Ml 18S8b 

DiAB Bistbb: — 

While a very stupid debate is going on, upon some 
matter In which I feel no sort of interest, I will take advantage 
of the buzzing dullness, and indulge in the pleasure of conversing 
with my dear friends at home. I have become so imbued with 
political matters, that I can hardly talk or think of anything eW 
Bo I will, in the first place, give you some political information. 
The notorious Sub-Treasury scheme has at length been defeated 
by a mi^ori^y o' fourteen. The vote was taken on it yesterday ; 
and will, I presume, be received with much pleasure by the 
country. You will, probably, have seen by the papers that I 
made a speech against the bill. Oonsidering the subject had 
been so much exhausted, I had no reason to complain of my suc- 
cess. I was honored with a crowded audience, who were very 
attentive and, a« I understand, were much gratified ; perhaps it 
arose from sympathy for so innocent and unsophisticated a youth. 
Probably they scarce expected ^^ one of my age to speak in pub- 
lic,** &c. I don't knitw whether I shall take die trouble to writt 
out my speech. I had rather make ter than write one ; and m 
' vn determined to quit political life, I see no reason for patting 
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<i. . V I 2l "o macli tronble. We have fixed upon the Bth of July 
Cor udJonniiP^nt, and I am glad it will come about bo soon ; fot 
I am heartily tired of this plaoe. I cannot but smile at myself, 
when I reflect how inach I have labored to obtain that which I 
so little value. I envy G. his literary pursuits in the cool shades 
3f New Haven. The weatlier is excessively warm, and I shall 
feel like getting ent of prison when I leave here. I long to be at 
leisure, for both body and mind have become fatigued by the con- 
tinned exertions 1 have been under the nece<isity of making, 
during the last six or eight months. Tou will find me, I sm 
afraid, a very dull and lazy companion. I hope I shall not be 
troubled with too many civilities in Portland, or it will drive me 
into the oonntry. I don^t want to see anybody except oar own 
old friends. My love to you all. 

Tonr affectionate brother, 

8. 8. P. 

It is to be regretted that his speech on the Sab-Treasnrj 
bill was never reported. It contained an elaborate exposi- 
tion of his views on the reciprocal benefits and inter-depend- 
ence of the agricaltnral and commercial interests of the 
country — upon the friendly relations which ought to exist 
between labor and capital — ^and also npon the importance ot 
binding in closest union the North and the Sonth. On the 
last point mentioned, he expressed himself with great energy, 
and iu a spirit becoming an American statesman. A member 
of Congress, writing at the time to a friend in Kentucky, 
thus refers to this speech : — 

The disoussion upon the 8ub-Treasnry bill is now fully under 
way, and the result is doubtful. The House has been infinitely 
amused during the last two days with the rejoinder of Mr. Prxn- 
Tiss, of Missii^ippi, to Mr. — -, of . The Missis- 

sippi orator has all the power and the brilliancy for which fame 
has given him credit; in truth lie is, beyond all controversy, the 
first man of his aze in the country : and his annihilation of thu 
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fiery apostate of , will long be remembered in ebb 

Hoose as one of the most signal triumphs of mind over mind. 

Jast before the close of the session a bill came from the 
Senate, where it had been strongly opposed by Messrs. Web* 
Iter, Clay, and Calhonn, giving the custody of the pnblic 
money entirely into the hands of the Executive, and jiro- 
hibiting the reception of notes under the denominatioL of 
twenty dollars, or those of any bank which issued notes ot 
a denomination less than five dollars. Mr. Prentiss made 
an amusing impromptu speech against this bill, which is 
worthy of mention, from its connection with a characterestic 
motion of John Quincy Adams. Mr. P. seemed to be a 
special favorite with the aged ex-President, as indeed, he 
was with old men generally. The following is the pith 
of a contemporary notice : — 

Mr. Prbntiss then took the floor, and proceeded to animad* 
vert with great severity on the introdnction of the bill at thia 
late hoar, and upon the preconcerted movement to force it 
through the House without a moment^s disouf^sion. He declared 
it to be the last struggle of the Sub-Treasury scheme; the very 
rump of that odious measure — the la8t hair on its hide. That bill 
was dead and buried — this was of the same family : let it be at 
once gathered to its fathers. If it was intended to punish tlie 
United States Bank of Pennf^jlvania, this government had no 
Jurisdiction in the case. If the government oould punish one 
State corporation, it might another, and so no State bank, or 
State institution, was safe. As to the old dead United States 
Bank, he believed there were many around him who would 
Ifladly turn resurrectionists— dig up the dead body, turn this Hall 
into a dissecting-room, and never lay down the scalpel till every 
muscle, tendon, artery, vein and nerve had been laid bare, and 
neither form nor substance left. 

Amid many interruptions and calls xn order, which were d» 
Med in his favor, Mr. P. pro«2eeded with bis philippVs. The grea^ 
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Admlnigtration whale had been harpooned to death, and was now 
in its mortal agony; he was f(»r backing the boats a h^Ie, and 
eijoying the flonnoes and pluoges while it kept the whole sea in 
a foam. Tliis bill was one of the last blows of its tail. As to 
these five dollar notefi, which the government opposed so earn- 
estly on the ground of their immorality, the people were the 
best Jadges whether they were good money or not ; if not, they 
would not take them, and the banks would issue no more of 
them^ and so the bill was needless. If the notes were good 
money, and the people liked it and wanted it, the bill made war 
on the wishes of the people ; and as to the sin of the matter, tliey 
did not require the Administration to act as Lord Chancellor, to 
take care of their consciences. Before Mr. P. had coucluded, 
a motion was ma<le to adjourn. 

Mr. Adams inquired of the Chair whether, if the House should 
refuse to adjourn, the gentleman from Mis^iiissippi would lose hia 
right to the floor? 

The Chair replied that, in strictness, he wonld not; by courtesy, 
however, it had been usual to allow a gentleman, in such oiroum* 
stances, to retain the floor. He had no right to it under the rules. 

Mr. Adams made a point of order. 

The Chair said tliis was out of order, pending a motion to 
adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were taken on the question of adjournment 
and resulted as follows : Teas 16, Nays 142. So the House 
refused to adjourn. 

Mr. Adams now made his point of order. He said it had been 
decided by the House that this) bill was to be rammed down the 
throats of the minority without any discossion, and now the gen* 
tleman from Mississippi was presuming to discuss it. He wanted 
to know if the gentleman was in order. (Laughter.) 

The Chair required Mr. Adams to reduce hb question of order 
to writing. 

Mr. A. did so, and offered it in the following form :— 

^^ It having been determined by a majority of the members of 
this House that this bill, a highly penal bill, subjecting tbe citi« 
■ens of the Unitecl States to fine and imprisonment, should be 
pissed by the operation of the Previous Question, without debate 
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or disonssfon, is fJie gentleroan frnm Mississippi (Mr. FBRSTum^ 
in order in obtaining the floor, and consuming the time of the 
Hoase, against the sense and intention of a minority of said 
members 9^* 

It being decided that he was in order, Mr. P. went on a good 
deal too fast for ns to report him. He compared the old cm* 
rency, before ^^ the experiment,^' to the bread of the people ; this 
the Administration had taken away and given them a stone. 
But not content with this, they now envied them tlietr little gin- 
ger-cakes — these poor five dollar bills. It was really cruel. He 
could not but fancy that he heard in the language of this bill tlie 
last growls of the old Tennessee Lion. How it would make his 
eyes flash and lighten to witness this final attack on Biddle and 
Biddle's Bank I It would awaken the yaudia eertaminu— 
and be almost equal to a glance at the field of New Orleans I 

The Administration had tried to wield his armor: but they 
might as well take David's course and put it off, for it was too 
heavy for them. They wanted to play the part of Samson, too, 
but unfortnnately they seized hold on the strong pillars of the 
State after their lockn were shorn. It was vain to strive against 
the will and wants of the people. The government miirht as well 
attempt to enforce an assize of bread as to control the bills of 
State banks. Mr. Pbbsttiss went on, in the most comical man- 
ner, to appeal to the eompcuiion of gentlemen. He hoped, if 
they had any of the milk of human kindnens in them, they would 
consider the pecuniary state of the people of Miasitisippi. When 
lately travelling through the State, he had discovered that the 
silver ninepences, which used to be hung round babies^ necks by 
a string, had all been cut off and used up, so that the poor infants 
oould not get one of them to cut their teeth upon. (Loud laugh- 
ter.) The Administration, by this bill, were passing a tuoit com- 
pliment on the deceased banic; the paper even of the dead Bauk 
of the United States was better than the paper of this living 
government. The dead Percy was better than the live Falsttff 
it was said that when great Julep drinkers died, the mint was 
seen springing on their graves; it seemed so with this Bank of 
the United States ; though it had expired, its issues still oootin 
sed to supply tlie people with the best currency. 
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Before concludicig this chapter, it may be in place to say a 
word farther of Mr. Prentiss' position in reference to the 
sectional spirit and schemes, bj which the conntrj was then, 
and has beev ever since, so fiercely agitated. The subse- 
quent narrative will afford ample proofs of the nationality 
Ij^^. and patriotic ardor of his sentiments. But it ought to be 

,^l0.t^ stated, that some of his most influential friends in Missis- 

ism Rippi belonged to the extreme Southern party, and that 

ikpi' they used strong persuasions to induce him to stand upon 

I. H« the same platform. The following extracts from a letter, 

illt^ addressed to him by a highly distinguished citizen of Missis- 

^^''^ sippif will illustrate this remark, while they also throw light 

■^ upon that process by which the State was fast hastening to 

financial ruin. The letter is dated June 23, 1888 : — 
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1 wrote to jou on the 17th, sinoe which time I have had the 
pleasure of receiving your letter of the 4rh instant. We had 
received ictelligeuce of the stir which your arrival in the city 
had prodaoed. Tour course, both upon the taking of your Beat 
and in relation to the rescinding of the deerrading resolntion of 
last session, is entirely approved by your friends. Such an out- 
rage should not be f)ermitted to become a precedent. The repeal 
of the specie circular, although lue latter, from the scarcity of 
money, has for some time past been nearly a dead letter, yet will 
remove one serious obstacle to the resumption of specie paymentsi 
by oor banks. The subject is beginning to be spoken of. Our 
solvent institutious begin to think it the only means of checking 
the wild operations of the Brandon and some new banks, which, 
without credit, are now promising to relieve the ombarrassmenta 
of the poor people by creating money. Tiiere are some who think 
t^Bt nothing is required to effect this philanthropic object but 
slips of paper, duly engraved and signed. With the severe lessuns 
of past experience before us, the banking mania still prevails. 
There is a striking analogy between our times and those whioli 
existed in England attont one hundred years sinoe, when Law, 
and the proprietors ol the South Sea and Mississippi scheme^ 
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inoool&ted the country with the stock monomanin. Men*i 
minds are speculating, not upon the nteans of developing and 
unfolding the resources of the country, but of crtating capital by 
triok and legerdemain. What is more unfortunate here with us. 
Is that onr best ftnanders, indeed the whole country, have their 
eyes fixed alone upon the North, and upon the retina is always 
presented a fulMength figure of Mr. Biddle. At a meeting of 
Bank directors lately in New Orleans, it was formally re8«>Ived, 
that they could not think of resuming specie payments at all 
without the aid of the agency of the United States Bank. The 
great emporium of one half the continent, through which the 
North is now even supplied with meat and breadstufiTs, cannot 
move without the great bottle-holder. In my opinion, there are 
no questions connected with the currency half so important to the 
South, as a direct trade with, and in cimsequence the establish- 
ment of a sound credit in Europe. My pride revolts at tlie idea 
that we who furnish the basis of nearly the whole foreign 
commerce, should be dei)endent on, and pay dearly for, a creilit 
which our agents themselves acquire from the transaction of our 
business. These feelings, I can scarcely call them principles, now 
form tlie basis of my political creed, on the currency questions. 
They have led me to regard favorably the idea of an entire sepa- 
ration of the government from the money power — a full, entire, 
and eternal separation. I am not quite sure that I am right, 
yet I am willing to bear the evils of a trial. Even my distrust 
of the party now in power, has a tendency to confirm these opin- 
ions; not a little encouraged, too, by the honest prejudice which 
I feel at beholding the pride, insolence and intolerance of tlie 
Northern |)eople. 

The Union Bank promises to be a great humbug. We are not 
informed that it has yet taken any decisive step, except to 
give its President a salary of $10,000, and other ofiicers in pro* 
portion. These acta have occasioned great dissattsfaotion. 

A perfect calm rests upon our State politics. Olaiborne, fof 
Might I know, has gone down to the tomb of the Onpuleta. 
Almost all the Democratic leaders are turning their attention tc 
Ibe all-absorbing study of the new science of creating capital bj 
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meaiib of ingenioasly contrived piecen of paper. In thitt rainy 
•nooaraged by the placid tranqaillity of the political lake, now 
and then a Whig editor will litsp the name of Clat. Tiiree have 
asBiinied boldness enough to raise the gallant fellow^s flag. The 
older and more cunning are waiting further developments. In 
a short time, however, I look to see the banner raised at the 
maat-head of the Courier^ Begist&r^ Sun^ Herald^ Argus^ Adter* 
tiser^ Southerner^ and Star. Then for a war between the Nul- 
lifiers and their old allies. We cannot support Mr. Clav. Hiii 
opinions of slavery, his views of prutectioil, of internal im- 
provement, in short, his strong Nationalism — notwithsunding 
our admiration of the man, onr oontidenoe in his personal cha- 
racter, and onr distrust of the present adminisistration — will not 
permit ns to support him. In my opinion, the KuUifiers in 
this State are now the stronger portion of the Opposition. 
Their withdrawal will leave the supporters of itr. Clay in a 
small minority. Our papers, as you know, are mostly in the 
control of youn^ men, recent emigrants, and generally nnao- 
qnainted with State politics. They do not reflect its political sen- 
timents any more than the birds of passage who leave ns every 
spring for the North, do its character. 

The Fame gentleman writes a few months earlier : — 

We are approaching momentous times. The fanaticism and 
deei>-seated hatred of one portion of the Union against ns is 
increasing. It is no Sunday mail affair, to be quelled by a single 
report. Blood alone, I fear, will quench it. I am for meeting 
it on the threshold. I, therefore, approve of Mr. Galhoun^s 
resolutions, and am sorry to see that Mr. Olay is, in my opinion, 
unsound upon this subject of Slavery. If the North is tired of 
as, or considers itself contaminated by a union with us, let it go. 
Oonld I now influence the Southern Representatives, I would 
advise them to meet and recommend to all the slaveholding States 
to declare, through tlieir Legislatures, that they would no longer 
submit to official vituperation and insult, and hold out to tlieir 
•toter States the altematiTe of respectful treatment or separa 
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lion. If we submit, we shall soon &11 into contempt. I d^ noi 
believe in an appeal to tbe good feelings of massea of men 
They are as soollees as corporations. The only affections that 
can be tonched, are interest and f^ar. Let the Northern poli- 
ticians calculate the yalne of the Union to themselyes. The 
point of interest is of little importance to ns. I know not 
whether yon agree entirely with me in these opinions. I hope 
you do, bnt whether so or not, I am snre yon will ever possess 
my entire confidence. Oar State Legislature has been organized 
by the election of Whig officers. Who will be Senator is a mat- 
ter of doubt. Owin is given up in despur by the IXemocrats. 
Trotter is their candidate. My choice would be Judge Smith or 
Guion. New Orleans feels deeply the withdrawal of oor cotton 
business, and, in revenge, is using every art to depress our cur- 
rency. She will not be able to effect this long. We will soon 
be out of debt, and then tbe world will come to us for our 
staple. We hear news of collisions on our northern frontier. 
A war with Great Brit«n wooUl now Ic calamitous ; one wfA 
KezioD wocld nieraly 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

f Mte Portland— Attend! the Pablio Dinner glren to Daniel Webiter In raaeafl 
IlaO— Letter from Edward Brereti— His Speech on the Occasion— Trip to thi 
White MoonUinft— InrltatUin to a Public Dinner in New York— The Gorrespon* 
dence — Bemlntscence by Judge Wilkinson — Beturns to Ifississlppl by Sea — ^Rccep* 
tion at New Orieaoft— Bstract from a Speech at Vicksburg on Disunion— Letters. 

Mt. 29—1838. 

Soon after reaching Portland, Mr. Prentiss was waited 
upon by a committee from Boston, with an argent invitation 
to attend the Public Dinner about to be given to Mr. Web- 
ster, in Faneuil Hall. He consented to go, though much 
against his will ; for he was on the point of starting, with a 
company of friends, on an excursion to the White Moun- 
tains. 

The dinner to Mr. Webster afforded him a fine opportu- 
nity to express his admiration for that great statesman. It 
was one of the most brilliant political festivals ever known 
in this country. The occasion had called together an unusual 
number of distinguished men from all parts of New England, 
New Tork, and remoter sections of the Union. But no one 
of them was the object of such eager curiosity as S. S. 
Prentiss, of Mississippi ; for so he was generally designated. 
The wonderful reports of his oratory, the anecdotes of his 
personal history — his lameness, too, and the fact that he 
was a son of New England — all conspired to produce the 
strongest desire to sec and hear him. He was himself not 
a little excited by the thought of speaking in Faneuil Hall, 
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and addressing there an audience accustomed to the elo 
qnence of Otis, Webster, Everett, and others hardly iuferioi 
to them in the exercise of this noble art. And not only 
was he to address an audience whose taste had been formed 
by such masters, but the masters themselves were to be pr^ 
sent and speak to the people. It was, certainly, an ordeal, 
which a young man, whose name but a few months before 
had scarcely crossed the borders of Mississippi, might well 
feel some embarrassment in passing through. 

The opening address was made by Qov. Everett, who pre- 
sided on the occasion. It was in the highest degree instruc- 
tive, beautiful, and impressive — teres atque rotwndus — like 
all the productions of that finished orator. Then followed 
the honored Guest, in one of those simple, compact, and 
luminous speeches; which can receive no truer or worthier 
description than to call them Websterian.* '' His manner 
of speech,'' as Lord Bacon said of the king, " was indeed 
prince-like, flowing as from a fountain, and yet streaming 
and branching itself into nature's order, full of facility and 
felicity, imitating none, and inimitable by any." Or, as rare 
Ben Joitson wrote of Lord Bacon himself : '' No man ever 
spake more neatly, more pressly, more weightily, or suffered 
less emptiness, less idleness in what he uttered ; no member 
of his speech but consisted of its own graces. His hearers 
could not cough, or look aside from him without loss." The 
main topic of his address at this time was the Sub- 
Treasury scheme, to whose recent defeat his own ponderous 
arguments had so largely contributed. 

Mr. Webster was followed by Gov. Ellsworth, of Con- 
necticut, Hon. Abbot Lawrence, Ex-Governor Lincoln, 
Hon. Peleg Spragne, and other distinguished speakerp 

The following account of Mr. Prentiss' address will bf 
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read with peculiar pleasure. CommeadatioQ from such • 
aoorce \s indeed laiidari a viro laudato. 

BDWA.RD EYSBITT TO THE EDITOR. 

OAiiMDai,JM 6,:flBL 
DsAB Sib: — 

I have much pleasure in oompljring with the request 
contained in your letter of the 80th ult. £ well recollect the 
appearance of your hrother at tlie dinner given to Mr. Webster, 
in Faneuil Hall, in July, 1888. The company was much the 
largest which I ever saw assembled at dinner in any permanent 
building, and, with the exception of the Guest of the day, no one 
was received with so much enthusiasm iis Mr. Prentiss. Much 
was anticipated from his speech, but the public expectation was 
more than realized. He rose at rather a late hour, and after a 
succession of able speakers. For these, and some otiier, reasons, 
it required first rate ability to gain and fix the attention of the 
audience. I had never had the good fortune to hear your bro- 
ther, and I must own that I feared he would find himself obliged, 
after a few sentences of customary acknowledgment, to give up 
the idea of addressing the company at any length. He was, how- 
ever, from the outset completely successful. He took possesttion 
of the audience from the first sentence, and carried tliem along 
with unabated interest, I think for above an hour. It seemed to 
me the most wonderful specimen of a sententious fluency which I 
had ever witnessed. The words poured from his lips in a torrent, 
but the sentences were correctly formed, the matter grave and 
important, the train of thought distinctly pursued, the illustra- 
tions wonderfully happy, drawn from a wide range of reading, 
and aided by a brilliant imagination. That it was a carefully 
prepared speech no one could believe for a moment. It was the 
overflow of a full mind, swelling in the Joyous excitement of the 
friendly reception, kindling with the glowing themes suggested 
by the occasion, and not unmoved by the genius of the place. 
Sitting by Mr. Wt b»ter, I asked him if he had ever heard any* 
thing like it f He answered, ^^ Never, except from Mr. Paianai 
himself.'' 
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I rejoice to hear that yon are preparing a Memmr of jwr hn> 
ther. I hope yon will not fai^ to gather up the remaiiw of hia 
eloquence, forensic, occasional, and CongressionaL I am aware 
that the most Bkillfnl reporters mnst have failed to do him jne* 
tice. But what be said in Fanenil Hall was so far ahoTe the oom« 
mon-places of festive oratory — so fhll of point and meaning-^ 
that I am pen^nadcd he conld not have heen indebted for hia 
reputation to the interest of his manner, great as that was. 
Indeed, I thinlc it quite likely that if he had possessed less of this, 
he might have stoo<] even higher as a pnblic speaker. An addreaa 
replete with wisdom, argument, tlionght and wit, and recom- 
mended by a fascinating delivery like that of yonr brother, is 
sometimes supposed to owe more to the external attraction than 
the solid merit of what is said. But I do not believe voor 
brother^s reputation would suffer, with good Jndgea, by any- 
thing like a fair report of the substance of his ^peechea. I am 
confident that they had a quality of excellence that would bear 
the loss of outward manner. 

I remain, Dear 8ir, with high respect, 

Very truly yours, 

Edwabd Etxbstt. 

His speech on this occasion, fortmiately, is not wholly 
lost. An imperfect report of it was published, and may 
gratify the reader. Some passages are pretty severe ; 
bat its sentiments on the sanctity of the elective franchise, 
on the Union, and the relations between the rich and the 
poor, will, probably, be regarded as not unworthy of any 
American statesman. 

He wa£ introdnccd to the audience by th^ following 
toast : 

•• MUtlMippi aiyt Ker dUUnffuUUd Repr^imUaU^^ in OM^r«M.i->W« «■!• 
some him mont cordially to this Hall, ounstrcrated to the cause of our Coantry «d4 
Indspendence. He has fought ■ foo4l Aghtf and deserves, mod wtU rccvive, tha 
gratitude aud admiration of hJi c« untrj." 
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Mr. Pbbntiss*^ lose, to retnrn his most siucere and profoand 
thanks for the honor whioh had been done tfi him, and to the 
Stare he had the good fortune in part to represent. He hardl> 
knew in what form to present what he had to say, or where to 
begin. It had been his lot, especially of late, to address hit 
ffUow citizens on varions occasions, and under almost all possi- 
ble outward oiroumstanoes. Sometimes he had spoken to tiiem 
under no other roof than the broad arcli of the heavens ; at 
other times, canopied by the branches of the primeval forests 
of the Southwest ; at others, within the structures of the hands 
of man ; but never had he stood before an audience in such 
circumatancea as now surrounded him; never before had lie 
listened to the echo of his own voice from the walls of old 
Faneuil Hall. (Oiieers.) Ho hardly knew whether to address him- 
self to the dim and venerable sliadowa of the pa'*t, or the more 
real and palpable forma which met his eye. Faneuil Hall might 
Justly be styled the very Mecca of Liberty. (Great cheeiing.) 
Aye, and the Mecca of Whiggism also. (Imuieiise applause.) 
He came hither as a pilgrim from a far distant home, to lend 
his feeble aid in doing honor to one of the greatest champions 
of both. He felt, as he stood in that place, a holy awe upon his 
soul ; the very walls and rafters of the building seemed redolent 
of the spirit of American Liberty. The air he breathed in such 
a spot was healthful and instinct with life. He would recom- 
mend those who were troubled with political maladies, to come 
here. (Cheers.) This was a Bethesda in which they might 
wa^h and be clean from whatsoever disease they had. Tes, let 
the lame, the halt, and the blind, and those who were possessed 
with loco-foco devils, all come and be made whole. (Loud and 
long cheering.) He had said that he came as a pilgrim, and had 
lieen admitted as such, but now he was in, he should claim far 
more; he should claim his place on that floor as himself a son 
of Massachusetts (cheers), for he had first drawn the breat!: of 

*Thli report, the only tolerable one of Mr. P.*8 aiieecb, appeared la tte 
ar. Y. Journal qf Commerce, Sereral othem were publlahed, bat thej wt% 
little better than earfcaturee. Thej, howeTer, mipply ciiiiaaiona !b that •( Ikf 
J.^0^ and have, In some paeiagei, been foUoved. 
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life nnder the wings of the aathority and institations of tlie old 
Day State. Maine, now almost a matdi for her foster mc titer, 
was then a part of this ancient commonwealth. (Great cheer 
ing.) Bat he would claim his seat on yet higher grounds; he 
claimed it as a feUow citizen of this hroad Union; and as ttnoh, 
it was his right and dnty to render the public tribute of liis 
gratitude to every illustrious, patriotic M>n of the Repiiblia 
Though he counted the distance of his home fn>m this hallowed 
8[Kit by thousands of long and weary miless his heart beat in 
sympathy with all Uie hearts around hitn. (Great cheering and 
shouts of applaa<e.) His State and theirs rested on the same 
broad platform of constitutional Freedom. (Here Mr. P. pointed 
to the sentence from Mr. Webster's I&st speech on the Sub- 
Treasury Bill, which was emblazoned in large letters on the 
front gallery. — *^ lam where I ever hate been and eeer mean to 
he : HEBE, itanding on the platform of the general Conetitution — 
a platform broad enough and firm enough^ to vphold etery 
intereet of the whole eo*cntry, I shall still be foukd.^') The 
National Banner, liearing the glorious insignia of that immortal 
possession, wrapped alike in its sacreil tblds, the State of Missia- 
sippi and the State of Massachusetts. (Cheers.) 

In the palmy days of the Ancient Kepubuc:*, he who had 
saved the life of a citizen, was held more worthy of honor and 
reward, than he who had taken the life of an enemy. How 
great then was the honor, how boundless the rewards due to 
him, wlio had saved that Constitution, which had been cheaply 
purchased by thou^nds of lives, and would be cheaply preserved 
by the saoritice of tens of tbounands. (Long continued and loud 
applause.) 

This was no trivial occasion, no unmeaning solemnity. 
Crowns and ovation;* uned in former days to be granted to those 
who had fouglit well the pliysioal battles of their country, and 
vanquished her enemies on the bloody field ; but it had now come 
to be understood that it required a greater amount of genuine 
oourage, and all those qualities which bring true renown, to 
fight successfully the civil battles of a nation, than to triumph 
on land or ocean. (Loud cheers.) From a little persooal 
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•ipeiienoe, mure especially that of a recent date, lie oovild 
Assure his fellow citizens that a more desperate enterprise ooold 
not well be undertaken, in times like these, than to go fortli na 
a well appointed knight, and enter ^Jie lists with such foes hm 
were now threatening to snbj agate this free and happy land. 
He had not only to meet honorable adversaries in the fair and 
open fields of intellect and argnmont — that wuuld be, in 
oomparisoD, a light and pleasant task — but he must also be pre- 
pared, like a warrior in some enchanted castle, to encounter foes 
in every hideous and revolting shape. He found himself sur- 
rounded not merely by titled knights with nodding plumes and 
lances in rest, but by reptiles and wild beasts, by raving liyenas and 
venomous serpents — aye, and it was no mistake to say that be 
might chance to meet a ^^ roaring lion " in liis path. (Laughter 
and loud cheering.) It was, therefore, fit and right, it was but 
the discharge of a debt, to render the highest public honors to 
those who had braved these dangers, and come off safe and 
triumphant throngh them all. (Cheers.) It had been the 
charge of a Spartan matron to her son, when sending him forth 
to the combat, ^* Return to me with your shield or on yonr 
shield.** The Whi^ in the late contesit had received stioh a 
charge fruiii the maternal voice of their conntry; it had fol- 
lowed them throngh tiie loudest tumult of the fight, and 
tlioiigh they might have failed in ai'hieving a perfect victory, 
tliey had not lost their shield ; they had still held fast to the 
Constitution 1 (Great cheering.) It was a fearful thing that in 
a country like this, where according to the theory of the Oon- 
stitntion, the rulers were but the servants of the People, the People 
•honld stand in dread of their legislation ; yet he would appeal 
to all who heard him, whether when the last Congress had 
adjourned, they did not all feel as if an incubus had and* 
denly been lifted from their breasts I Did not their boeoma 
swell and heave a long sigh of relief, when they had the oer^ 
tainty that no new experimenU were at this time to be bronaht 
forward, and forced upon the conntry? (Joycuis shouts of 
response here echoed from every dart of the hall.) Was It not 
t terrible condition for a nation, when their chief consoiatioo 

16 
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wa^ the inability of tbe Governinent even to do good! Whoa 
their great safety lay in this, that the Legislature had adjonrned I 
In the late late Congressional contest, the Whig minority wArc 
in a situation somewhat like that of the American forces on 
Bnnlier Hill (cheers), when the British anny marched againsit 
them in all the proad pomp and circnmstanoo of war^— banners 
flying, a grand park of artillery, plentiful numbers, and well 
dre^i^ed and well-paid oflicers commauding trooiis perfectly 
drilled into prompt obedience. They came marching on to the 
sound of martial music, while the flames of burning villages 
lighted them on their way. Than did the forces of the Admin- 
istration move forward upon the Whig lines in solid column, with 
all their myrmidons drawn up in battle array, high in hopes, and 
confident of success, with a roigority so devoted and so sure, 
that they dared openly to avow the sentiment that the People 
roust look out for themselves, Congress whs to provide only for 
the Government. It was no duty of Government to provide 
relief f(»r the people — no such thing was in the Constitution. 
No ; the great Government ship, with all her officers, was able to 
weather the storm, and the little black cntter was to be filled 
with the abandoned crew, and turned adrift to sink or swim. 
Ko sorrow, no sympathy was felt, or even affected, for the con- 
dition of the country, till, in the progress of things, the distreat 
reached some of themselves. Then there was a wincing and a 
ihrinking, but none dared openly to complain. They did shnd* 
der a little when the poor souls, whom they had turned adrift, 
were seen to go down in the tempest. like Don Juan's wiokeo 
sailors, 

Thcf ^rtoTed for ttiMt who p«rlih*d witli tho ottter, 
And alto for Uio btoealUcMka and batter. 

(Laughter.) Yes, they did grieve a little when the lean and 
skinny hand of Adversity knocked at their own door, and their 
pockets failed to jingle with the bright gold which had glittered 
so resplendently in their promintes to an abused and delodad 
people. This led them to suspect that the country might 
pOMibly be suffering a sliglic temporary inconvenience ; bot the 
petitiobs from the thousands, and the tens and hondreda of tho» 
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MUidai which were inundating the tablet) of the House, o>n1d not 
even tlien gain a hearing. Never had they been thoronghly 
awake till Mie lank and hungry houndd of their own kennel be^an 
to howl ar mnd tiiem for ^^ supplies / su/pplies P^ ^*'more supplies — 
instant supplies P^ not for the People, bnt for the Government. 

Then the ory was, ^^ the Government must stop : the Gk>vern* 
tnent most go down.*' Well, sir, said Mr. P., if this Gk)vernment 
mast go down, I want it should go down Adminibtbation FiB£t 
^-HEAD-FORBMOBT. (Deafening shouts and repeated cheers.) 
I do sincerely believe, that never since men have dwelt on the 
face of this green earth, and had rulers over tlieiii, was there ever 
an administration seen in any country of the globe, or in any 
age of time, more ntterly callous to the sufferings or the wislies 
of the people. And I will say fiirther, that I do not belieye 
that in any country of the world would such a def«truction 
of public property, without the presence of an invading 
enemy, and proceeding from the acts of the government 
alone, have been endured without a national convulsion. No 
other people on the &oe of the earth bnt the free citizens 
of this Republic, would ever have submitted to it. (Great 
and loud cheering.) No, sir, not in Turkey itself. Had the 
Sultan, by hia despotic edict, suddenly thrown the subjects of 
his throne as far back from their previous condition, bad as it 
might before have been, as this country has been thrown back 
by the mad ex|)eriments on its currency, he would the no.\t 
night have slept in the Bosphorus. (Shonts and cries of assent.) 
And why has it not been so here? I will tell yon why: the 
American people well know that they have the remedy in their 
own hands ; they know that they still hold the reins uf power ; 
and if their steeds prove restive and dispute their pleasure, 
they know another thing, that they hold the whip as well am 
the reins. (Laughter and cheering.) 

We have had to fight a hard battle; and though, through the 
aid and blessing of Heaven, we have been able to save the citadel 
of the Gonstitntion, rely upon it, the worst part of the contest 
yet remains. We contend with a veteran foe : though worsted, 
tfaey are not vanquished— they have lost a battle, but, like tbf 
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■qnadroDA of the desert, they will sweep round and re-uppesi 
with a new front, bnt nnder the old flag. Sir, is it not so ? Evei 
sinoe the adjournment, I hear they have pat forth a new bulletin. 
evineiDg a determination still to hold on to the same polinj. 
Had I been consulted, I should have counselled that very course. 
They seem to be demented. They have been steeped so long in 
wickedness, that they are nnder a judicial blindness. They 
remind me of the simpleton who in a great storm at sea, being 
in mortal fear, went and lashed hinrnff to the anchor^ so that if 
the ship did go down, he at least might be safe. (Load cheers 
and laughter.) So has this Administration tied itself fast to the 
Sub-Treasury policy; and may the Grenius of Gravitation carry 
them so straight and so profoundly to the bottom, that not abub- 
ble shall rise to mark the spot where they went down ! (Cries 
and echoes of ^' Amen,^' " God send it,'* and repeated cheers.) 
I may as well utter the honest troth ; for even a short experience 
in public life, has convinced me that plain, open speech iii the 
best policy. (Oheers.) I believe that a part of the mischief 
which this Administration has effected, may be traced to its very 
weakness. We have not dreaded it as we onght to have done ; 
It has been suffered to gnaw as a worm, where it should have 
been crushed as a serpent. 

One of the gentlemen who have addressed you, has been 
pleased to say that I have fought a good fight ; and recreant 
indeed should I have been, coold I have turned my back in such 
a contest The reference, I presume, was to the late straggle in 
my State ; for though thonmnds of miles removed, your intelli- 
gence has fully apprised you that an inroad was made un yout 
own rights, and on the Constitution, by the foul an I nefarious 
decision of the Honse of Representatives in regard to a late Mi»- 
ai^ippi election. (Loud cheering.) 

I fear, fellow-citizens, that the great fundamental principles 
of our institutions have not enough been looked at. We glory 
*n the institutions themselves, and consider them as the strong 
bulwarks of our ft'eedora ; while we too much forget the vital 
principles npon which they rest These broad and general prin- 
dplea are like the roots of the everlasting mountains ; they li« 
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deep— €re ont of sigbt and forgotten — bat they are nevertlieleM 
the pillars of the earth. We are too apt to think of tliem bm 
abstraotions — ^as barren generalities — not coming iramediatelj 
home to oar business and bosoms ; we oaunot oonoeive it possi- 
ble that any man shoald dare to attack them ; bat oar seoority 
is oar danger. They may be attacked. They have been assailed. 
One of these great principles of oar freedom is the Elective 
Franchise, and this has been attacked in the persons of the Rep- 
resentatives of Mississippi. We thoaght this was a thing sc 
settled, that no one woald dream of attempting to di^tarb it; 
bat we contend with a foe that knows nothing of civilized war- 
fare. (Laaghter and olieers.) They assailed tliis citadel of oar 
Freedom ; and had the people of Mississippi snbmitted to it — had 
they yielded the key of this their last refage — their liberties 
woald have been gone ; nor wonld they have deserve<l any lon- 
ger to be free. Bat they were not thos stolid, thas base and 
craven-hearted ; they roanfally resisted tlie assaalt ; they were 
trae to tliemselves, and trne to yoa ; for this was yimr qaestion 
as much as it was theirs. (Oheers and applaase.) Tour rights, 
our rights, the rights of every State, and of every man, woman 
and child in every State, were all in danger ; they stood on the 
steep precipice of imminent and present destrnction : bat they 
were rescaed. (Shoots and cheering.) Yet, when I think 
how close was the contest, how narrow tlie escape, I tremble 
for the future; anl I now repeat the warning so often uttered 
— ^the price of Liberty is unsleeping vigilance in guarding it. 
You must be like your patriot fathers. Yoa must be the minut&- 
men of the Constitution. (Immense applause.) 

Another great principle is attacked with equal desperation. It 
is the Right of Property. Tenets are advanced here, in thii 
free Republic, which would not be tolerated under the worst 
government of Europe, nay, of the world. It is openly asserted, 
that the rich are ^^the natural enemin of the poor r^* and the 
practical corollary from that position is that, therefore, the 
poor must wage perpetual war against the rich. Nor is this an 
Idle theory, it is attempted to be made a practical Question. 
It to advanced^ not as in some obscure debating club, by a set 
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of raw aod green lads, just escaped from the traminelu of tli€l 
miDority, but in the haAs of Oongress, and by men of ezperionoi 
standing, and oharaoter. It would be an insalt to ask yoi 
whether such a doctrine is to prevail among American oitizen« 
And if it did, how is this imaginary line between rich and poo^ 
ever to be drawn? Fix it where yon will, there are tens uf\ 
thonsands of the rich who would consider themselves as atnon^ 
the poor, and ai* many thousands of the poor who wonld find 
themselves among the rich. Nor could it remain fixed for a day 
or an hour; for he who is rich to-day, to-morrow may be a beg- 
gar; while on tlie other hand, thousands born to poverty, arc* 
continually enrolling themselves among tlie opulent of the land. 
I have observed, especially in the West and Southwest, that the 
most prosperous, honored and wealthy, are apt t«) be the men 
who commenced their course in life with no fortune bnt their 
iiands, their industry, and their energy of spirit. The truth is, 
all classes in thin country are mutually dependent upon each 
other, as in the busy hive, where those who return laden impart 
their stores, and those who are empty, need only go forth in 
order to return laden. There is no natnral hostility between the 
different classes of society. Such a doctrine should be trampled 
under the foot of every American freeman — ^ii is a viper, and 
should not be suffered to show its head. Let us put it to death 
by common consent. (Oheering.) 

There is another precious vital interest of the Republic, which 
Is assailed with no less desperate rashness — it is our Union itself*. 
This is attempted to be destroyed by arraying local prejudices 
in mutual hostility — by stirring up a sectional warfare between 
the North and the South, the West and the East ; a« though 
the common glory and the common interest of the whole Oonntry 
was not more than sufficient to outweigh a thousand times the 
local and minor matters in which we differ. But though pili- 
tioians, actuated solely by a selfish and parricidal ambition, 
seek to rend asi:nder what Gk>d has himself Joined in everlasting 
bonds, there is a hand that will arrest the impious design: a 
hand tbey despise, but which they will find too strong for 
:hem : I mean the hard hand of vioHANioAt labob. (Great 
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oheoring.) Tes, sir, that mighty hand — and long may it be 
mighty in this free and equal land-— that mighty hand will link 
these States together with hooks of steel. The laboring popu- 
lation of this Ooantry mean to live together as one people, and 
who shall di^anonl their purpose ? See how they are oonqnering 
both time and space I See the thousand steamboats that traverse 
our lakes and rivers; aye, and that, Leviathian-like, begin to 
make the ooean itself to Ml lite a pot / Look at their railroad 
cars glancing like fiery meteors from one end of the land to the 
other; blazing Centaurs with untiring nerves, with unwasting 
strength, and who seem to go, too, on the grand temperance 
principle, laboring all day on water only. (Laughter and loud 
cheers.) Tliink yon the American people will suffer tlieir cars 
to stop, their railroads to be broken in twain, and their mfgestic 
rivers severed or changed in their courses, because politicians 
choose to draw a dividing line between a Northern and a 
Southern empire? Never, Kir, never. Proceeding on those 
great national principles of Union, which have been so lumin- 
ously expounded and so nobly vindicated by your illustrious 
Guest (cheersX they wiU teach these politicians who is mabtbb. 
Let us but hang together for fifty years longer, and we may 
defy the world even to separate us. (Shouts and repeated 
cheers.) Let us but safely get through the crisis, and our Insti- 
tutions will stand on a finner basis than ever. (Cheering.) 

And let it never be forgotten, fellow-citizens, that these Insti- 
tutions are ours in trust ; we hold them for a thousand genera- 
rations yet to emerge from the stream of time. They are sacred 
heir-looms, confided to our keeping for those who are to come 
after us — and if we allow them to be impaired or sullied, whil€ 
passing through our hands, we are guilty of a double crime ; we 
are traitors alike to our fathers and to our posterity. 

True, we are threatened from without as well as within. 
When I left my distant home, I left not far distant from it 
thousands of warlike Indians,— congregated and armed by the 
policy of this Administrations-consulting, plotting, meditating 
vengeance. They number, it is said, sixty thousand fighting men» 
Ton have given them rifles, and Nature has given them, in the 
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vast prairies in their rear, and tens of tlionsands of wild horsei 
which they well know how to break in aLd to ride. Their heartu 
bnru with wounded pride, and boil with meditated revenge ; and 
who knows how soon they may return on us, Mazeppa-like, to pay 
as home for all tlieir injuries ? I know, tliat in stating the dangers 
of the Far West, I shall not be heard with indifference, though 
speak in the Far East. No^we are one body ; and where one 
member suffers, all the rest suffer with it ; or one member ;ros* 
pers, all the rest rejoice with it ; and I hold it a high duty of 
those citizens who come from distant parts of our wide Union, 
to assure their fellow-citizens of the perfect sympathy and una- 
nimity of feeling which pervades the entire people of this Con- 
federacy. Yes — we are one people, for weal or for woe. When 
I cannot come from Mississippi, and call the men of Boston 
my fellow-citizens, my kindred, my brethren, I desire no longer 
to be myself a citizen of the Republic. (Cheers, long and loud.) 
Tes — ^we are all embarked on one bottom : and whether we sink 
or swim, we will swim or we will sink tookthebI (Here 
the haU rang with triumphant shouts, clapping of hands, 
and ronndH of cheering ; handkerchiefs waved, and the trom- 
bones of the band pealed a note of union with the cries of the 
assembly.) 
Mr. Prentibb concluded by offering the following toast : — 
The Commonwealth of Mcuaachueette — Foremost among the 
States in tiie formation of this Republic — second to none in the 
ability, integrity, and patriotism wiiich she has always contri- 
buted to sustain it. 

The toast was received with immense and prolonged cheering. 
The first part of Mr: P.^s speedi was consUntly interrupted by 
the most vehement bursts of applause. At length, however, the 
audience discovered that it was their best way to listen in 
silence, and he was permitted to go on with only occasional 
Interruptiocs. After speaking a little while, he intimated an 
intention to stop, but was instantly assailed by loud cries Irom 
every part of the Hall — Go on^ go on! DonH etopf As he 
drew towards a dose, the interest became almost painfblly 
intaOM. The audience were so entranced, that it seemec aa if 
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ihey wonld have sat and listened without wearinesb until thi 
next morning.* 

Mr. Prentiss was exceedingly gratified by his reception 
in Boston. He seemed to have a home-like feeling in 
the old Puritan Metropolis ; and it is doubtful if any 
plaudits ever gave him more pleasure than those which 
resounded from the time-honored walls of Fanenil Hall. 
He said, the favorable judgment of such an assembly as he 
saw before him on this occasion — an assembly representing 
the highest statesmanship, the best learning, literary culture 
and social refinement, as well as the commercial enterprise, 
mechanical industry, and substantial virtues of New Eng- 
land, was a test of genuine oratory, which any man 
might well be proud of standing. He was, however, far 
from being satisfied himself with his address in Faneuil Hall. 
He remarked, sometime afterwards, that he thought it a 
failure ; adding as a reason : *' I was so awed and over- 
whelmed by the Spirit of the Place, that I could not 
speak I" 

There are few other instances in our history of a young 
man of twenty-nine winning for himself, in less than six 
months, a national reputation as an orator and a statesman. 
The opportunity, furnished by the Mississippi Contested 



* or the ownberieM contemporary notloM of thli ipeach, th« IWowiDf , bj the 
Bditor of the N. Y. OourUr and Bnqnirer^ U a fair eample :— 

** Mr. PmsRTiM rose and detained the aadlenoe for upwards of an hour Ic one of 
tbe moet thrilling and Intereetinf haraagoea ever made to a popular aatemblj. Uli 
atTte ii ooploos, though distinct, and he poured forth a flood of elo^enoe with what, 
I might almost call, a Telocity of utterance, a fluency, and at the same time, beauty 
•f expression, which I nerer heard equalled. He was occasionally interrupted by 
the most enthusiasUc shout i and applauses of the audience ; but during all these 
eessatlons he seemed to chafe, like an eager war*horse impatient for the onset-^ 
and hli crowding thoughu would burst fk-om all restraint, and he would resume hH 
speech long before the thunder of approbation had died .nway. To use a phrase 
Btyron's, he seemed to * wrealc himself 00 evpiessioii.* *' 

16* 
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ElectioD, of attracting the eyo of the coantry wa«, cer 
tainly, very fine ; bat then, only abilities of the rarest 
qaality could have made such effectiye use of it. From 
the moment Mr. Prentiss opened his month in the House 
of Representatives, the public press throughout the Union 
resounded with his praise ; descriptions of his person and 
speeches, scraps of his private history, anecdotes of his 
wit and humor, formed, for several weeks, no small part 
of the correspondence from Washington. And the more 
he was known, or written about, the greater was the 
interest everywhere felt in him. Nothing short of an actual 
inspection of the newspapers of that day, would suffice 
to give an adequate idea of the sensation caused by his 
sudden appearance in the political heavens. '*Did you 
hear S. S. Prentiss, of Mississippi 7'' was one of the first 
questions which everybody asked of a person returning from 
Washington. Wherever you travelled. North, South, East, 
or West ; wherever you found yourself, in parlor, or steam- 
boat saloon, in stage-coach or hotel, the chance was that you 
would catch the name of S. S. Prentiss. The desire to see 
and hear him was just as strong in Philadelphia, New York, 
and Boston, as in the backwoods of Mississippi ; and hiti 
eloquence seemed to have an equal charm for the most cui« 
tivated and the most illiterate — of both sexes, and of every 
age.* But of all this the reader will have ample evidence, 
as we go on. 



* One of the wayi In wbloh the general Interest la blm expreieed Itself, wm a 
reqaest for his autograph. Numerous applloatloDS of this sort reached him tnm 
diflSerent parts of the coantry, all coached in terms of admiration, and some of them 
breathlnf almost a personal regard. The following, tnm the interior of New York, 
may senre as a specimen :— ** I take the liberty, though an entire stranger, of address- 
ing this note to yon for the purpose of cbtaining an autograph of your handwriting 
and rignature. Though I shall nerer, perhaps, see you in person, yet I beg leare ta 
ciUoy the p'easure of reoclTlng an answer to this request, which will ir yuri make up 
Isr my ezpecUtion of nerer seeing you. I am but a boy of (borteef years af aga."* 
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His reception ia Boston, as has been said, afforded him 
mach gratification. Bnt, in general, he showed a singular 
indifference to the applanses which were heaped npon him. 
No one knew better than he the ephemeral character of 
sach honors. He had, too, a natural modesty and good 
sense, which made him shrink from the notoriety incident to 
popular favor. This, also, vrill appear very plainly in subse- 
quent pages. 

During his present visit home, he made np a family party 
and took a trip to the White Mountains. It would be easy 
to fill a chapter with pleasant reminiscences of this excur- 
sion. He also resorted to the Qreat Brook, and nothing 
could exceed the boyish delight with which he sought out 
the old * holes,' and abandoned himself to the memories of 
other days. There was an indescribable sweetness and 
bonhomie in his temper at such times. He was careful, 
also, to call upon the old neighbors, and have a talk with 
them about the past and the present. 

While at Portland, he was beset with urgent requests to 
address the people in different parts of New England 
Invitations to public dinners also came from various quar- 
ters. Among the rest, he received one of a highly flatter- 
ing character from New York, signed by the Mayor, and 
some of the most distinguished gentlemen of the city. 

He declined all these invitations, even that of his old 
friends and fellow-townsmen of Portland. " I need not say," 
he writes in reply to the committee of the latter, *' that 
your partiality has done me honor overmuch in relation to 
the humble part which it was my lot to act in sustaining the 
rights of Mississippi, as well as in the more general political 
questions of the day. Without fear or favor have I 
attempted to perform my duty. I certainly claim no credit 
for pursuing the only course which was consistent with my 
Botioos of honor, principle, and obligations to the country 
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Yoar approbation of that coarse is exceedingly gratifying 
as an additional assurance of its propriety — and will add 
another link to the chain which binds me to my natiye 
place. I regret that it does not fall within the scope of the 
short and flying visit I am making to my relatives, to accept 
of honors such as you have so kindly tendered. Permit 
me, therefore, most respectfully to decline your proffered 
hospitality." 
The following is the New York correspondence : — 

Niw Ton, A«ffu$l 8, 1888. 

Hon. S. S. PjEoeirnss, 

DxAB Sir : — 

Yon cannot need our assurance of the gratifioa- 
tion we feel In transmitting yon the proceedings of *^ a joint coin* 
mittee of Citizens, and the Whig General Gummittee^^ of our city, 
on the 7th inst. They are intended to do yon honor; and as tlie 
tribute to your genius and fine attainments is spontaneous and 
comes from the citizens generally, we indulge the hope that you 
will not only meet your fellow-citizens in Masonic Hall, hut WiU 
also accept their invitation to the dinner now tendered. 

With high consideration, 

We are your very obedient servants, 

Aaron Glare, Ghairman. 
Jamib M. Pbasb. Secretary. 

At a meeting of Gitizens and the Whig General Oommittee of 
the Gity of New York, convened in compliance with a oall from 
his Honor the Mayor, on Monday, August 7th, the Ghairman and 
Secretary were instructed to transmit the following resolntiouf 
and letter of invitation to the Hon. S. S. Fbsntiss :- - 

Niw Tou, 88 /«|y, 1888. 

Hon. S. 8. Prrntiss, 
Sir:— 

Learning that it is your intention to r^^visit out 
flity on your return from your native State to Mississippi, we, oa 
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behalf of many of our fellow-citizena, have great pieai^nre in ten- 
dering yon a Pnblio Dinner, to be given yoo on the day of yooi 
arrival here, or, as aoon afterwards as your o<jn7euienoe will 
permit. 

In proffering you this courtesy, we do so as a proof of our 
esteem for you personally, and as a token of the high regard we 
have for you as a public man, inasmuch as that your advocacy 
of the rights of Mississippi has gone far to assure the sovereignty 
of each State of tlie Union, and furnishes a noble evidence of tlie 
moral power of talent, when exerted in a Just cause, superadded 
to ^oquenoe and true genius. 

We reraidn, Sir, 

Tour fellow-citizens. 



GUUAN 0. YBRPLANKf 

Nathakikl Wrbd, 
Willis Hall, 
G. W. Bbuen, 
Chab. H. Russell, 
B. 0. Wetmobe, 
Aicoe Palmer, 
D. H. Robertson, 
J. B. Rathbonb, 
Reyo 0. Hanoe, 
Jko. R. Mabshall, 
Chablbs C. Pbok, 
F. N. Tallmadoe, 
Wm. Tubneb, 
J. A. MoBTON, Jun. 
JoHir Welbot, 
Ghablbs Oaklet, 
B. R. WnfTHBOP, 
Redwood Fisubb, 
Ohas. Wolfe, 
Wm. E. Palmsb, 
J. Gouis, 
Ahdbbw Outer, 

J, 7. LiPPITT, 



Aabon Glabk, 
V. B. Waldron, 
Gideon. Lee, 
8am*l Swabtwottt, 
Moses H. Gbinnbll, 
DuDi^T Selden, 
R. M. Blatohfobd« 
Jno. De Wolfe, 
James M. Pease, 
Sam'l Palmeb, 
Shepherd Knapp, 
D. Graham, Juiu 
G. S. Robbinb, 
Fred. L. Hinop, 
IsAAo H. Underhiu, 
Edwin Glabk, 
Edwabd G. Miokli 
Wm. R. Dixon, 
H. Weed, 
G. D. Baldwin, 
Peteb S. TowNaxNii^ 
James De Fobebt, 
Jas. H. Bbainb, 
asrer e7r8hie1jt 
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Esaohed^ That the Whigs of Miasissippi are entitled, in 
•niineut degree, to the thanks of their brethren thrnaghout the 
Union, fur their patriotic exertions in electing to Congress the 
Hon. S. 8. Prentiss and the Hon. Thomas J. Word ; notwithstand* 
ing the frandulent attempt of tlie Admin istnition party to defeat 
the result of a fair expression of the popular will. 

Betolted^ That in the opinion of this meeting, and we may 
safely say, in the opinion of the Whigs of this city and Srate, the 
politioal regeneration of Mississippi, as evinced hy the late elec- 
tions in that State, lias been greatly aided by the ardent zeal, the 
able, the brilliant and nntiring efforts of the Hon. S. S. Pbsntiss. 

H&aolvedy That the Hon. S. S. Pbentiss, now at the North, 
and expected to pass through this city, on his return to Missis- 
sippi, be respectfully invited to attend a meeting of the Whigs of 
New York, and receive from them a public expressioi^ of their 
gratitude to the State of which he is a Represent atives in Con- 
gress, and th^r warm acknowledgment for his own distin- 
guished services in arousing the attention of the people of that 
State to the unconstitutional and ruinous course of the present 
National Administration. 

MB. PBBNTISS^ BBPLT. ' 

Niw Ton, Augud 18, 1888. 

Gkntlkxbn : — 

I have Just received your favor of the 28d nit. 
inviting me, on behalf of many of your fellow -citizens, to a Pub- 
lic Dinner, at such time as my convenience may permit. 

For the honor you have conferred upon roe, allow me to 
render my most profound thanks. The esteem oi such gen- 
tlemen as those whose names are appended to the InvitAtion 
which has been extended to me, Is of itself ample reward 
for much higher exertic ns, and more elfeotnal public services, 
than anything which I have been able to accomplish. Tour 
kind attention I receive as an expression of yonr Joy at the sno 
cessful result, in Mississippi, of her patriotic and noble defence of 
her dearest rights against tne desperate attack of a corrupt and 
wicked party. On her behalf, as well as my own, I should b« 
^Ufied, under other circumstances, to avail myself of yunr 1k»s 
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pitality; bat at present, being anxious to retnrn forthwith to 

Missirisippi, and being oonscions that I have already received 

from nij fellow-ciiizenB more attention than I have yet had 

the opportnnity of desert ing, I beg leave most respectfully to 

decline the honor which you have tendered me. Believe me, 

however, the remembrance of your friendly intentions will 

always awaken in my breast the most grateful emotions. 

Accept, gentlemen, ray best wishes for yourselves and those 

whom yon represent. 

I am, with the highest respect, 

Tour obedient servant, 

S. 8. PsBsmas. 
"■"o Messrs. Aabon Olabk, G. 0. Vbrplank, 

Gideon Lbb, Hobbb II. Gbinnell, F. N. 

Tallmadab, John Db Wolib, and others. 

He consented, however, to deliver an address in Masonic 
Hall. It was his first speech in the Empire City, and its 
mechanics, 'laborers, professional men, and merchant princes 
turned oat en nuisse to hear him. Jnst eleven years had 
elapsed since he visited New York on his way to the 
Far West. 

Col. William L. Stone, the accomplished Editor of the 
Commercial Adveriittr, and a warm admirer of Mr. P., thas 
noticed the meeting : — 

It was a tremendous rally. But apparently not a tithe of the 
people who at temp red to get into the Hall were successful. 
We have some skill in working through a crowd, but never 
before did we come so near being defeated. Prentiss was in fine 
spirits, and the audience were delighted with him. We have 
heard him when he was more brilliant than last evening — that 
is, we have seen more bright fiashes of humor, and more intense 
comsoations of wit. But he was then less argumentative and. 
In fact, lees able- his speech of last evening being the effort of 
a statesman, whose main design was to address himself rather 
to the understanding than to the imagination and passions of ok 
audienne. 
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Id drder to avoid further attentions on the part of hit 
political friends, he determined to go home by sea, and 
accordingly took passage for New Orleans. 

The following reminiscence, famished by Jndge Wilkinson, 
will be here in place : — 

Mr. Pbbmtiss presented tlie moral idiosyncrasy of a man of th« 
find order of Intellect, who was utterly devoid of ambition or 
vanity — and who, although he highly relislied a manifestation of 
mind in others, did not seem to value himself a $ou for the poe* 
session of It. He even despised those who followed after him 
on account of his fame; and felt disigtisted and not a little scan- 
dalized at the height to wliich he was so suddenly raised. I 
met him In the city of New York in the summer of 1888. Ho 
was juHt from Washington, with his laurels fresh and thick upon 
him. He proposed a breakfast d la /aurehette at Delmontoo\ 
and an exclusive talk. As we walked along Broadway, his arm 
in mine, a crowd of persons gathered about him and followed 
after. ** Pbkntxss,** said I to him, ^^this is a long and lofty 
stride you have taken. Don^t you feel a little giddy at your sud- 
den elevation ?*^ *^ No,*' he calmly replied, ^ I have known for 
years what I know now — that I could accompllnh what I havo 
accomplished. I oared not for the opportunity, but was quite 
content to 4ive and die unheard ;' but opportunity came, and I 
seized it. As to having my head turned by this excess of praise^ 
I am really sickened by it ; and to avoid it, Intend to proceed 
fh)m this point to Mlssisrippi by sea.*' ^^ Were you composted 
and self-possessed, when you rose to your feet for the first time 
in Oengress ?^* I asked. ^* Entirely so— as much so as If I had 
been beginning a speech to old — ,** a Justice of the Peace in 
Yioksburg. *^ Your style is more figurative than it used to h% 
and some say you do not reason now as well as you declaim.'' 
** They are mistaken, I think. The truth Is, the natural bent of 
my mind is to dry and pure ratiocination ; but finding early that 
mankind, from a petit jury to the highest deliberative assemblj^ 
are more influenced by illustration than by argument, I havs 
cultivated r.iy imagination in aid of my understanding.'' Mr 
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pRBKTias never, at any other time, spoke to me so long about 
himself. He assuredly did not desire olBcial piisition for his own 
lake, or for its sake. He was Vx> proud a man willingly to sub 
init his claims for office to the arbitrament of the public ; and 
he looked down upon the man who was continually suing for 
popular favor, as the meanest and the most mischievous of all 
the members of society. 

The voyage was tinasaally long, and before the vessel 
touched port the public press began to express considerable 
anxiety for his safety. He reached New Orleans in the 
morning, and was immediately waited on by a committee, 
tendering him the hospitalities of the city. At noon, a 
national salote of twenty-six guns was fired in honor of his 
arrival, and the whole day was spent in receiving the con- 
gratnlations of the people. He declined a public dinner, 
alleging that it was not quite safe to remain another day, as 
the flattering attentions of his fellow-citizens would render 
the place hardly less fatal to him than the Circean Isles to 
the travel-worn Ulysses. The multitude, however, were so 
bent on hearing him, that he found it impossible to leave the 
city without a speech. In reply to a complimentary address 
from Jndgo Jackson, he spoke for an hour and a half. A 
gentleman present describes his speech as " equal in power 
and brilliancy to similar efforts, which had astonished Con- 
gress and won for him a place in the first rank of American 
orators. His popular style, now mounting to the majestic, 
now playfully descending to colloquial simplicity, was admi- 
rably adapted for carrying away the hearts and heads of 
the warmhearted denizens of the Sonth ; yet were his 
avowed principles so pure, his patriotism so evident, that 
Minos himself might have sat in judgment on him and 
bnnd no fault." 

In the early evening, a cavalcade of bis friends, followed 
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bj an immense concourse of the people, accompanied him to 
tlie boat, which had been delayed several hours to take him 
on board. As the gallant steamer moved forth upon the 
broad bosom of the Father of Waters, and set her course 
towards the North Star, the excited crowd fairly rent tlia 
air with their deafening cheers, wliile a band in attendanoa 
struck up the well-known strain, 

u Should auld Mqumlntanet be fbrfot P 

These civilities were all the more grateful, as there had 
been, for some time, a most unhappy state of feeling between 
New Orleans and Mississippi, interrupting, in a degree, 
even social intercourse. Ever after this, Mr. Prentiss was 
a special favorite of the Crescent City ; in no place in tho 
country had he more devoted friends and admirers. 

Upon reaching Mississippi, too, as may be supposed, he 
was welcomed with open arms. The flattering attentions 
paid to him in New England, in New York, and at New 
Orleans, were carefully reported by the Whig journals of 
the State, and could not but afford his friends much grati* 
fication.'^ 

But he was not exempted from paying the penalty usually 
attached to such honors. During his absence, envy and 
misrepresentation had been busily at work to iigure his 
political character ; the cry of Abolitionism was raised 
against him, his speech in Faneuil Hall having given espe- 



^ Svnr In ttie history of oar oouniry hare we Men an Inttanoe, where a 
•f hit age, or of hli lengtik of lerTiee, ae a pubUe man, hat reeelTod nwh unusual^ 
pneh high and proud demonttrationt of honor and reipeot, of warm grveting aoA 
admiration, aa has Mr. Pammw reoeWed during hli prceent abeenee fhNa If leslt- 
■ippl. Nowhere but In a newspaper oAce, where newspapers are recelTed bj Uie 
hundred or Uie bushel, can a person form a tolerable Idea of the extenslTe respect 
and admlrstlon which his talents command. It is far within the limits of tht ftell 
to cajt that for the last two weeks a majority of our exchange papers contain eitlM 
hli speMhes, extracts from them, or complimentary notices of his talents aad thff 
gIfAnU I iMwers of his mind.— ^uteAes OauritTt 8«pUmb€r 10, ISSSk 
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dal offence to certain Southern patriots. On reaching 
Yicksbarg, he was invited to a public dinner. At the close 
of his speech on the occasion, he thus impressively alludes 
to this subject : — 

It is the fashionable slang of the day to denounce the Whig 
party of the South in the most unqualified terms, as leagued with 
the abolitionistts traitors to their own interests, enemies to their 
own institutions ; and other snch lilce phrases. Southern Democ- 
racy, it seems, consists in general abuse of the rest of tlio Udon, a 
denial (»f the existence of any common interest with the North, 
and a bitter denunciation of every man who has the indepen- 
dence to refuse assent to thec>e strange dogmas. Indeed, to such 
an extent is this brotherly hatred now carried by some, that a 
man cannot exchange ordinary courtesies, or civilities, with his 
fellow-citizens of the North, without rendering liimself obnoxious 
to the charge of being an enemy t*^ the South. I had occasion 
myself to travel North, a few mtmths HJnce, on private busines:) ; 
I was treated with great Icindness and liospitality, a kindness and 
hospitality intended entirely as an expression uf good feeling 
towards tlie State which I represented. Tet have I been m(>»t 
bitterly abused for responding to these courtesies; for daring 
to break bread, and eat salt with our Northern brethren ; and 
especially for so far violating Southern policy as to have 
wickedly visited the cradle of liberty, and most sacrilegiously 
entered Old Fanenil Hall. 

I could pity the.se foolish men, whose patriotism consists in 
hating everything beyond the limited horizon of their own nar- 
now minds ; but contempt and t^corn will not allow of the more 
amiable sentiNient. It is said against me, tliat I have Northern 
feelings. Well, so I have ; and Southern, and Eastern, and We.*<t- 
«rn, and trust that I shall ever, as a citizen of this Republic, 
have liberality enoogh to embrace within the scope of my feel- 
ings both its cardinal points and its cardinal interests. I do not 
accuse those who differ with me of a desire to dissolve the Union« 
I know among them as he nest and honorable men as belong tc 
any party : but I do most seriously believe that the Union caiv 
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not long fluivive snob kind of argument and fi^eling, as tlat tt 
which I have alluded. Indeed, if such sentiments are well* 
founded^ it ought not to continue ; irs objects and uses hay« 
ceased. StJII I do most fervently pray that such a catastrophe 
may be averted ; at least, that my eyes may nut witness a 
division of this Republic. Though it may be a day of rejoicing 
for the demagogue, it will prove a bitter hour for the good uan 
and the patriot. Sir, there are some things belonging to this 
Union, which yon cannot divide; you cannot divide its glorious 
history, the recollections of Lexington and Bunker Hill; yoa 
cannot divide the bones of your Kevolutionary sires ; they would 
not lie still away from the ancient battJe-grounds where they 
have so long slumbered. And the portrait of the Father of his 
Country, which hangs in the Capitol, how much of it will fall to 
your share, when both that country and picture shall be dis- 
membered f 

But, fellow-citizens, I havo detained you too long upon these 
themes, and the closing day warns me to desist. The political 
relation which exi:9ts between us, and the fact that that relation 
will soon cease, constitute my apology for the tax I have laid 
upon your patience. As a private citizen, I trust ever to retain 
your confidence and regard, tliougli as a public man, I shall never 
again seek tliem. Private interests, as well as inclination, will 
keep me from the political arena. The ancient gladiator pursueil 
a more enviable occuftation than that of the modern politician. 
For the short remainder of the present Ctmgre^s, I shall continue 
to perform my duty as your Representative, but decline being 
oonsidored a candidate for re-election. With t«ie most profound 
thanks for your long-continued favors to me, both in public 
and private life, I bid you farewell. 

TO HIB BIBTIB ANNA. 

▼lonBOBO, Stfd, 80, 18Nb 
¥t Dbab Sistbb: — 

I wrote to Ceorge about a week ago, informing 

yov all of my safe arrival and excellent health. Though the 

passage round was extremely tedious, yet, m the whole, it ii 
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fbrtnnate that I took this route ; fiir the Ohio river has been so 
low, that It has been with the utmi st difficultj that onr citizeiii 
have travelled in that direction since I got home. I have been out 
to Jackson, from whence I returned yesterday. I find Uie country 
has been remarkably healthy during the snmmer ; more m>, 1 
think, than at the North. My affairs are a good deal disordered 
from neglect, but I shall, I do not doubt, be able to bring them 
right. My friends have greeted me with great kindness, and on 
Saturday next I take a public dinner with the citizens of Y icks- 
burg. I shall return to Washington this winter ; after which I 
am determined to retire from politic!<. This determination is 
warmly opposed by the Whigs, but I am resolved to carry it into 
effect. I shall return to the practice of the law, until times 
become better and my affairs settled. I am anxiously expecting 
a letter from you, and was dii*appointed in not finding one await- 
ing my arrival. I shall not leave fur Washington until the last 
of November or first of December. Judge Guion and his family 
are well. I think of nothing fnrtlier at present, but shall writs 
again soon. My love to yon all. 

Your affectionate brother, 

SXABeSNT. 



TO HIS TOUNGKST BBOTHBB. 

luio, So9, 1, 1888. 



Dbab Gxobob: — 

I have been so busy since I wrote you last, that I 
have absolutely not found time to perform my duty towards yon, 
as a correspondent. Besides all my old bu:«ines$i, which has been 
accumulating for a year and more, I have been busily engaged 
for the last fortnight in the practice of my profession. Our 
criminal court has been in sepsicm, and no sooner was it known 
that I had resumed the practice, than my hands were full. 
In the last ten days I have defended five men, tried for their 
lives, and wa<« successful in acouittinie them all. Next week 
I am employed to go to Oopiali county and defend a man who 
la indicted for murder. I regret very much that I have to 
go back to Wa:»hingron City this winter; but I am compelled 
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to ^o 80. My friends will not hear of my /e^^igning. Indeed| 
Binoc I anooiiDoed my detenni nation to decline a re>election, 
they have annoyed me almost to death hy solicitations to 
ran a^ain, or at least to be a candidate for the Senate. They 
tell me I am tlie only man in the State ivhu can ran with 
any certainty of sncoess. Still, though sorely tempted, I have 
declined, and do not think anything will induce me to 
change my determination. In regard to business affairs, I find 
my proi>erty in nowise diminished in Tslne ; but shall be pes- 
tered, for about a year, by new lawsuits which they are insti- 
tudng in relation to it. I have not the slightest fear about the 
result. I shall gain the suit without difficulty. Still, it will delay 
me in my ultimate obJeot(>, inasmuch as, until its decision, the 
property will not sell to advantage. My professional pro^peota 
are of the brightest character. I shall have on my return in the 
spring as much business ns I can attend to, and of the most 
lucrative kind. The weather is delightful snd my health very 
fine. I shall not leave here until the last of the month. 

Yours affectionately, S. 8. P. 

Upon his retam to Yicksborg, Mr. Prentiss might have 
boasted an amount of labor and locomotion doring the pre- 
vioas twelve or thirteen months, which was probably 
equalled, in the same space, by few men in the United 
States. In little more than a year he had travelled, accord- 
ing to a moderate estimate, some three thousand miles on 
horseback, eight thousand by stage, steamboat, or railroad, 
and sixteen hundred by ship— that is, in all, 12,600 miles. 
Could his mental exertions during the same period be pot 
hto figures, the result would be a psychological wonder. 
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